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PREFACE
In  p re p a r in g  t h i s  s tu d y , I  have tu rn e d  in  many d i r e c t io n s  
f o r  a s s is ta n c e *  The resp o n se  has been in v a r ia b ly  g en ero u s ; 
th e r e f o r e ,  my o b l ig a t io n s  a re  la rg e  — in  f e e t ,  so la rg e  t h a t  
I  oannot in d ic a te  them p ro p e r ly  here*
I  am in d e b ted  to  Dean C h a rle s  W. P ip k in  of th e  L o u is ia n a  
S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  f o r  h e lp fu l  co u n se l and f o r  a s s i s ta n c e  in  
se c u r in g  a c c e s s  t o  im p o rta n t m a te r ia l s .  D r. E a r l  1 . B rad sh er 
gave me many v a lu a b le  su g g e s tio n s  and much encouragem ent.
From C olonel W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n sto n * s fa m ily , I  r e c e iv e d  
th e  f u l l e s t  c o o p e ra tio n . M rs. Mason B a r r e t ,  a g ran d d au g h te r , 
o f  L o u is v i l l e ,  K entucky, gave me f r e e  a c ce ss  to  C olonel Jo h n s to n  
p r iv a te  p a p e rs , w hich a re  in  h e r p o s se s s io n . M rs. Rosa Tucker 
Mason, a n o th e r  g ran d d au g h te r , and C olonel A. S . J .  T ucker, a 
g randson , b o th  o f  L ex in g to n , V irg in ia ,  l ik e w is e  gave me t h e i r  
a s s i s ta n c e .
I  acknow ledge a ls o  my o b l ig a t io n s  to  th e  fo llo w in g  p e rso n s
and i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  generous h e lp : Mr. James A. M cM illan
and o th e r  members o f th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  L ib ra ry
s t a f f ;  M rs. Anne Boyd G rayson, S e c re ta ry  of th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te
U n iv e r s i ty  H i s to r i c a l  Museum; M iss Anne S. P r a t t ,  R eference
L ib r a r ia n  o f th e  Y ale U n iv e r s i ty  L ib ra ry ; Miss Helen W ebster
and o th e r  s t e f f  members o f W ashington and Lee U n iv e r s i ty ;
P re s id e n t  Rufus H a r r i s ,  M iss Susan B, Keane, Mr. R obert J .  U sher
and Mr. Ralph W. McComb of Tulene U n iv e r s i ty ;  M iss Ludi© J .
K inkesd , C u ra to r  o f th e  F i ls o n  C lub, L o u is v i l le ,  K entucky; M iss 
Nannie M. T i l l e y  of th e  Duke U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry  s t a f f ;  Mr. John
P re s to n , o f L ex in g to n , V ir g in ia ;  Mr, John T. Worth and Mr, F red  
L, A, l ik e lb e r g e r  o f L o u is v i l le ,  K entucky; th e  l a t e  C olonel 
J .  F a i r  H ard in , o f  S h re v e p o rt, L o u is ia n a ; M rs, L u c i l le  A lth a r  
T la d o l ,  L ib r a r ia n  of C en tenary  C o lleg e ; th e  Shreve M emorial 
L ib r a ry ,  S h re v e p o rt, L o u is ia n a ; th e  New York P u b lic  L ib ra ry ; 
th e  L ib ra ry  of C ongress; the N a tio n a l A rch iv es ; th e  S m ith son ian  
I n s t i t u t i o n ;  and th e  U n ited  S ta te s  War D epartm ent,
My w ife , Edyth W ilson Shaw, a s s i s te d  me w ith  many o f th e  
te d io u s  d e t a i l s  in c id e n ta l  to  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f the work*
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ABSTRACT
The c a re e r  of W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n , th e  o ld e s t  son o f 
G enera l A lb e r t  S idney Jo h n s to n , was r i c h  in  the  v a r ie ty  of 
im p o rta n t e v e n ts  and developm ents w ith  which he hed co n n e c tio n  
and in  th e  m an ifo ld  c h a ra c te r  of the  s e rv io e s  w hich h is  v e r s a t i l e  
n a tu re  en ab led  him to  r e n d e r .  He was b o rn  in  L o u is v i l le ,  K entucky, 
Jan u ary  5 , 1831, and re c e iv e d  h is  e d u c a tio n  in  sc h o o ls  and c o l le g e s  
in  Kentucky and a t  Yale C o lleg e , where he g rad u a ted  in  185S. He 
p re p a re d  h im se lf  f o r  th e  p r a c t ic e  of law , in  which f i e l d  he m ani­
f e s te d  some a b i l i t y  f o r  a b r i e f  p e rio d  b e fo re  th e  o u tb reak  o f th e  
C iv i l  War. ^hen th e  b reak  came, he im m edia tely  gave h is  s e rv ic e s  
t o  th e  S o u th ern  s id e , s e rv in g  f i r s t  as an o f f i c e r  in  the  f i e l d  
and l a t e r  as  an aide-de-cam p to  P re s id e n t  J e f f e r s o n  D avis. He was 
among th o se  c a p tu red  w ith  Davis and s u f fe re d  im prisonm ent f o r  
s e v e ra l  m onths. Im poverished  by th e  War, and faced  w ith  the 
n e c e s s i ty  o f se c u r in g  a s ta b le  income f o r  th e  su p p o rt o f h im se lf  
and h i s  fa m ily , he ac ce p ted  a p la ce  on G eneral R obert E. L ee’ s 
f a c u l ty  a t  W ashington C o llege in  1867, From t h i s  tim e fo rw ard , 
h i s  s e rv ic e s  were f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  devoted  to  e d u c a tio n . He b e ­
came th e  t h i r d  p r e s id e n t  o f th e  L o u is ian a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  a t  
Baton Rouge and th e  f i r s t  p r e s id e n t  of Tulane U n iv e r s i ty  a t  New 
O rle a n s .
Throughout h i s  l i f e ,  b eg in n in g  w ith  h is  e a r l y  y e a rs  a t  c o l le g e ,  
he m a n ife s te d  a s tro n g  i n t e r e s t  in  l i t e r a r y  p u r s u i t s  and e x h ib i te d
v i
c o n s id e ra b le  a b i l i t y  a s  a w r i t e r .  As a s tu d e n t a t  th e  W estern  
M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  in  K entucky, he composed poems, d e l iv e r e d  an 
a n n iv e rs a ry  a d d re s s , and k ep t a jo u rn a l  o f such c h a ra c te r  as  to  
su g g e s t a l i t e r a r y  b e n t .  L a te r ,  he was a s s o c ia te d  fo r  a b r i e f  
tim e in  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  of a s h o r t - l iv e d  m agazine in  L o u is v i l l e ,  
K entucky. As a s e n io r  a t  Y ale , he w rote e s sa y s  which won f o r  
him two l i t e r a r y  h o n o rs , th e  Townsend P r iz e  and th e  C la rk  P r iz e ,  
and b ro u g h t him h ig h  p r a is e  from P re s id e n t  Woolsey and o th e rs  a t  
th e  c o l le g e ,  d u r in g  th e  tw enty  y e a rs  whioh fo llo w ed  h is  g rad u a­
t io n ,  he found l i t t l e  o p p o r tu n ity  f o r  w r i t in g .  In  1872, a f t e r  
hav ing  sough t w ith o u t su ccess  to  f in d  tim e o u ts id e  of h i s  r e g u la r  
la b o r s  f o r  th e  w r i t in g  o f h i s  f a t h e r ’ s l i f e ,  he f i r s t  to o k  a 
le a v e  o f absence from W ashington and Lee U n iv e r s i ty ,  and l a t e r  
re s ig n e d  h is  p o s i t io n  in  o rd e r  th a t  he m ight do what he f e l t  was 
n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  v in d ic a t io n  of G eneral Jo h n s to n . Ahe cop ious 
and h e a v ily  documented volume which he produced was th e  f r u i t  of 
s ix  y e a rs  o f h a rd sh ip  f o r  h im se lf  and fa m ily ; and a lth o u g h  th e  
book re c e iv e d  th e  commendation o f c r i t i c s  in  a l l  p a r t s  o f th e  
c o u n try , i t  b ro u g h t him l i t t l e  in  th e  way o f f i n a n c i a l  r e tu r n s .  
However, th e  p r e s t ig e  which i t  g a ined  fo r  him was a p p a re n tly  of 
some m a te r ia l  v a lu e  in  h i s  c a re e r  as  an e d u c a to r .
In  1880 he became p r e s id e n t  o f th e  L o u is ian a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty ,  
which th e n  s u f fe re d  under th e  s e r io u s  d isa d v an ta g es  o f a sm all 
e n ro llm e n t, meager f i n a n c i a l  su p p o rt, and in te r f e r e n c e  from 
p o l i t i c a l  f a c t i o n s ,  d u r in g  h is  two and a h a l f  y e a rs  th e re  he
v i i
e f f e c te d  some improvement in  th e  c o n d itio n  o f th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and 
a s s i s t e d  in  la y in g  th e  ground f o r  more c o n s tru c t iv e  ach iev em en ts•
When P au l Tulane made h is  g i f t  to  L o u is ia n a  e d u c a tio n  in  
1883, he e n t ru s te d  th e  d e t a i l s  o f i t s  a d m in is t r a t io n  to  G eneral 
R an d a ll Lee G ibson o f New O rle an s , a c o lle g e  mate and l i f e - l o n g  
f r ie n d  o f  Jo h n s to n , '^he e s ta b lish m e n t o f a u n iv e r s i ty  hav ing  
been  d ec id ed  upon, Jo h n s to n  was in v i te d  to  o rg an ize  th e  new 
i n s t i t u t i o n  and become i t s  p r e s id e n t .  In  t h i s  c a p a c ity  he se rv ed  
u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  in  th e  summer of 1899. In  s p i t e  o f the sorrow s 
and a f f l i c t i o n s  s u f fe re d  by him d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d , h is  l i f e  
was e a s i e r  th a n  i t  had been a t  any tim e s in c e  th e  b eg in n in g  of 
th e  C iv i l  War. With a s u b s ta n t ia l  income and a lo y a l  and devo ted  
b o ard  of a d m in is t r a to r s ,  he found tim e to  devote to  l e c tu r in g  
and w r i t in g .  He d e l iv e re d  many a d d re sse s  th roughou t th e  c o u n try , 
c h ie f ly  in  th e  S outh . Most o f them were devoted  to  th e  problem s 
o f  th e  New S ou th , w ith  p r in c ip a l  em phasis upon e d u c a tio n . These 
a d d re s s e s ,  a number o f which were p u b lis h e d , e l i c i t e d  wide and 
f a v o ra b le  comment, ^ u r in g  th e se  y e a rs  he c o n tr ib u te d  s e v e ra l  
a r t i c l e s  to  m agazines and p u b lish ed  a volume of s tu d ie s  on 
S h ak esp eare , th re e  volum es of p o e try , and a number o f  item s o f 
m isc e lla n e o u s  c h a ra c te r .  H is p ro d u c tio n s  were p ra is e d  by W. T. 
H a r r i s ,  P ro fe s s o r  T. R. Lounsbury o f Yale U n iv e r s i ty ,  O liv e r  
W endell Holmes, Thomas N elson Page, and o th e rs  l e s s  p ro m in en tly  
known. S o u th ern  c r i t i c s  in v a r ia b ly  r e f e r r e d  to  h i s  w r i t in g s  as  
th e  work o f  one of th e  S o u th ’ s b e s t  a u th o rs .
The purpose of th e  p re s e n t  s tu d y  i s  tw o -fo ld : to  p re s e n t  in
v i i i
as  f u l l  a manner a s  p o s s ib le  th e  l i f e  o f an im p o rtan t S o u th ern  
o i t i z e n ;  and to  e v a lu a te  th e  im pact o f  h is  in f lu e n c e  upon h is  
s e c t io n ,  s p e c ia l  re g a rd  b e in g  g iven  to  h is  p u b lish ed  works a s  
an in s tru m e n t o f t h i s  in f lu e n c e .  In  p u rsu in g  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  of 
th e  p u rp o se , th e  p re s e n t w r i t e r  has been p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r tu n a te  
in  lo c a t in g  and se c u r in g  a c c e ss  to  C olonel Jo h n s to n ’ s l e t t e r s  and 
p a p e rs , w hich number th o u san d s of ite m s . A p p aren tly , he p re se rv e d  
ev e ry  b i t  o f co rrespondence  which was ever ad d ressed  to  him and 
as  many o f th e  l e t t e r s  o f h i s  fa m ily  a s  he found o p p o r tu n ity  to  
s e c u re . Among th e se  item s a re  a c o n s id e ra b le  number of u n p u b lish ed  
p e rs o n a l l e t t e r s  of A lb e r t S idney Jo h n sto n  and of J e f f e r s o n  D av is . 
S ince C o lonel Jo h n s to n  used none of t h i s  m a te r ia l  f o r  p u b l ic a t io n  
ex cep t some h is  f a t h e r ’ s l e t t e r s ,  p o r tio n s  o f which appear in  G eneral 
Jo h n s to n ’ s b io g rap h y , and s in c e  th e  c o l l e c t io n ,  which i s  now in  
th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f Mrs. Mason B a r re t ,  one of C olonel Jo h n s to n ’ s 
g ra n d d a u g h te rs , has n e t been h i th e r to  used by o th e r s ,  most of th e  
b io g ra p h ic a l  m a tte r  in  th e  p re s e n t s tu d y  ap p ears  f o r  th e  f i r s t  
tim e .
By many of h i s  co n tem p o ra rie s , th e  s u b je c t  of t h i s  s tu d y  was 
co n s id e red  em inent as a s o ld i e r ,  e d u c a to r , o r a to r ,  and a u th o r .
W ritin g  o f h i s  f a t h e r ,  he says in  the  p re fa c e  to  h i s  l i f e  of 
G eneral Jo h n s to n , " I t  canno t be w e ll t h a t  such a f ig u r e  should  
p a ss  in to  u t t e r  o b l iv io n ."  The p re s e n t  w r i te r  f e e l s  t h a t  i t  i s  
n o t in a p p ro p r ia te  to  e x p re s s  th e  same sen tim en t w ith  re g a rd  to  
W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n .
ix
CHAPTM I
the som sT m B  m>  the p resto®
u l l l l e m  P re s to n  paternal--- w ip m tw  m?u&
©an ■ be d e f in i t e ly  't f te n t if le f t  was i iw h E t id  Johnston#; a ^person
o f  c o n s id e ra b le  p ro p e r ty  and In f lu e n c e  in . th e  civics and m i l i t a r y
X
l i f e  o f  th e  eoeH tsnity In  w hich he l iv e d # w As a  p io n e e r  c i t i z e n
o f  S a lisb u ry #  C onnect!eu t#  ho wo® a mm  o f  lnport& ncs#  owning
la r g e  p ro p e rty #  s e rv in g  in  p u b lic  o f f i c e  and m  m  o f f i c e r  in
th e  R e v o lu tio n a ry  Ar®y» Dyi»$ in  I7B9# he l e f t  h ie  p ro p e r ty  to
h i s  w ife  end h i s  f i v e  sens# £me&* D anie l#  John# A rch ibald#  and 
£
S cnuel B«
John-# fch© th ird , son o f  C ap ta in  A rch ib a ld  Johnston#  ■ was 
-bora a t  S a lis b u ry  in  1700* Ho we® ed u ca ted  a® a  p h y sic ian #  
and p r a c t i s e d  h i s  p ro fe s s io n  f o r  ® »  y e a rs  in  hi® n a t iv e  town*
In  1703 he married n a ry  ateddard# daughter o f  hr#  j o s i e h  S toddard# 
and  a  zsember o f  an  Im p o rtan t fa m ily  in  t h a t  s e a t  ion*. &o«*otlw© 
n e a r  1790# Dr# Jo h n s to n  snd hi® fa m ily  em ig ra ted  to  Kentucky# 
where- Its 1793 Mrs# Jo h n sto n  d ied# le a v in g  h e r  husband th r e e  son®# 
J o c la h  S to d d a rd , D arius#  and o rra n e l#  S e t t l i n g  a t W ashington
1
&• P* Johnston#  TheJohnatona o f S a lisb u r y g t?ew Orleens^ Orahaa 
ipand Son # 1097 # p1# *13̂ # "mi" "*"""
> ,I» Id # # p« IB#
1
In Mason County, Iso practised h i# ‘profession u n til the ©ml
3
of hi# H i1# in 1331* In 1TO# ho married Abigail Harris, who
U w fl Tor about twelve years, and bore eight children, Albert
Sidney Johnston being the sixth child'of this union end .the
4-
sXeventh child of hi® fether* hr. Johnston's- l i f e  was on# 
of hardship* Although hi# practice mm  large in  th e  f#cfefeier 
9 m b i f y |  and although he. was tmlv*#MUy trusted m d  honored
th e  'InccMft d e r iv e d  from  hi® p a t i e n t s  was f o r  from  ad eq u a te  
for h ie  la rg e  fam ily *  % en  he w o rr ie d  th e  t h i r d  t im e , it© 
took a s  h i e  w ife  a widow, Hr#* B y e rs , who- b ro u g h t to . h i s  house 
h o ld  n in e  c h i ld re n  o f h e r  own* To t h i s  .u n io n  wore b o m  two 
c h ild re n *  A lthough  h® mm  n o t an x io u s  to  accum ulate  w n ay *  
he a s m s  to  have boon s o l i c i t o u s  f o r  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  M e 
c h ild re n *  Through th e  paywehb o f s e c u r i ty  d e b t s ,  he bm m m  
poor l a t e  In  hi® l i f e ,  end h i s  boss© we© so ld  a t  p u b lic  # sle$  
b u t h i s  e l d e s t  so n , H onorable J o a le h  B# Jo h n s to n , who had 
become & d is t in g u is h e d  e l t i s e n  o f L o u is la n a , bought I t  anda
restored i t  to hin# However noticeable hi# fau lts may have 
been to h is children, those fault® were excused, fox" hi® 
grandson, william Preston Johnston, write®, "ft® have always 
looked back to him as the worthy progenitor of a noble tmnd
Pof sons and daughter#*”
3
Josi&h Stoddard Johnston , the e ld e s t  son o f Dr, Johnston
was born In S a lisb u r y , Connect.!cut, in  1704, and at an ea r ly  age
was ca rr ied  by h is  fa th e r  to  Kentucky* He attended sch oo l
fo r  s e v e r a l years in New Haven, and completed h is  academic
education  a t T ransylvania U n iv e r s ity , L exington, Kentucky*
In 1605 he em igrated to  the t e r r ito r y  o f L ou isiana , lo ca ted
a t A lexandria , then a fr o n t ie r  v i l l a g e ,  and, d evotin g  h im se lf
to  the p r a c t ic e  of law , ra p id ly  gained w ealth  and d is t in c t io n *
He was e le c te d  to  the f i r s t  T e r r ito r ia l  L e g is la tu r e , and from
th at tim e forward enjoyed a con tinu ou sly  su c c e ss fu l career In
p o l i t i c s  u n t i l  h is  death  in 1633, being e le c te d  to  the Lower
House o f Congress, and la te r  to  the Borate of the U nited S ta te s .
In 1814 he married L lia a  S ib le y , the daughter o f John S ib le y
o f N atch itoch es; and to  th is  union was born one son , '»v i l l  I am
7
Stoddard Johnston*
With the excep tion  o f A lbert Sidney Johnston, a l l  o f
J o sia h  Stoddard Johnston*s younger brothers who survived  to
8
m a tu rity , fo llow ed  him to  Louisiana* The o ld e s t  of th e se ,  
D ariu s, who had prepared for  the law , and Orramel, who had 
stu d ied  m ed icine, jo ined  th e ir  e Icier brother at A lexandria , 
but la t e r ,  “a llu red  by the s p ir i t  o f adventure and of 
rep u b lica n ism ,” jo ined  the Hexlcan fo rce s  then In r e v o lt
T
_lb I d *, pp • 6 4 -7 2 „
° I h ld . , pp. 54-55 .
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a g a in s t  Spain# They su ffered  Ion3 punishment in Spanish
p r is o n s , and a f te r  th e ir  r e le a s e  came home wrecked In
9
h e a lth , and d ied  wit,bin a b r ie f  period#
/
John H arris Johnston , the o ld e s t  son o f Dr* John Johnston
by h is  second m arriage, was taken w h ile  a youth to  L ou isiana ,
by h is  h a lf-b r o th e r , J o sla h  Stoddard Johnston , who gave him
the advantages of a thorough education* F ollow ing the example
o f h is  e ld e r  b ro th er , h e ,p r a c t ise d  law and engaged in a
career  o f .p o l i t i c s ,  h o ld in g  in  su ccess io n  the p o s it io n s  o f
member o f the L e g is la tu r e , Speaker of the House, D is t r ic t
10
Judge, and P arish  Judge*. Ho d ied  at the age of fo rty *
One other b ro th er , L u cius, went to  L ouisiana to  become
a p la n te r , but in  the second year of M s resid en ce  th e r e ,
when he was tw enty-four years of age, d ied  o f a m alignant 
11
fev e r*
Senator J o sla h  Johnston 's only c h ild , W illiam Stoddard, 
was educated at Dale C o lleg e , and la t e r  entered  the p r a c tic e  
o f law at A lexandria , Louisiana* Although he was but tw enty- 
two when h is  u n c le , Judge John H arris Johnston, d ied , ho was 
s e le c te d  to  succeed him as P arish  Judge. Kp married H iss  
l ia r ie  b ll l ia m s , the daughter o f a w ealthy p la n ter  of Rapides 
P a rish , L ou isian a , and w ith  a seem ingly prom ising fu tu re
9
I b id . ,  p. 54. 
lGI M d . ,  p . 70.
11 Ib id * * p* 55*
b e fo re  him* tee d ie d  o f  a- f e v e r  two yoere  la te r *  Concerning 
th e  p a s s in g  o f  t h i s  member o f  th e  J o ta e to n  fam ily*
Preston Johnston write'et
wXn Twpl&m Cemetery* F inevlX le*  o p p o s ite  
A lex an d ria*  a p la in  m arb le shaft* . e ig h t  f e e t  
h ig h , m arks th e  l a s t  r e s t i n g  p la c e  o f  t h i s  
p ro m is in g  young man* w ith  him th e  l a s t  o f  th e  
Jo h n sto n s*  who * imd numbered eights o r  te n  In  
th e  p a r i s h  a  f e e  y e a r s  b e fo re*  d ieappoered  from 
L o u is ia n a  f o r  f o r ty  y e a rs * * 1’*'
Since th e  c a r e e r  o f G en era l A lb e r t  S idney Johnston*  th e
fa th e r  o f  W illiam  Preston Johnston* i s  so  w ell known* and
s in c e  th e  im p o rta n t f a c t s  co n cern in g  him a re  n e c e s s a r i ly  a
p a r t  o f  t h i s  study of h is  son* n oth in g  need be sa id  o f him
her© excep t th a t i t  i s  probable th a t  he would have fo llo w ed
the ©xanple o f h is  brothers and em igrated to  L ouisiana
about 1G35* had i t  not been fo r  the untim ely death  o f
13
S e n a to r  Jo h n s to n  in  th a t  year*
Because o f  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  w hich he rece iv ed *  and becau se  
o f  h i s  in t im a te  co n n ec t less w ith  th e  s u b je c t  o f t h i s  study* 
one other member o f th© fam ily *  J o s la h  S to d d ard  Johnston*. 2nd* 
should bo siontionod* He was th e  aeoond son o f  Judge John 
Harris Johns ton* o f A lexandria*  L ou isiana*  and M s  w ife* who* 
before her m arriage*  was H iss &11m  & llen Lav Id son* o f Bow 
O rleans*  J o s la h  n to d d a rd  was born  In Bow O rleans*  in  February* 
1033* On th e  d e a th  o f  h i s  m other In  1037* he was sent- w ith  
h i s  two sm a ll b ro th e re  to  l!v «  w ith  t h e i r  m o th e r’ s
s i s t e r ,  M rs, Mary D avidson H ancock, in  J e f f e r s o n  C ounty , 
Kentucky* H is e d u c a tio n a l  c a re e r  was a lm o st i d e n t i c a l  w ith  
t h a t  o f  h i s  c o u s in ,  W illiam  P re s to n  Johnston*  Both o f  them 
s tu d ie d  i n  th e  sch o o l o f  Samuel V* Womack, a t  S h e lb y v l l le ,  
K en tucky , a t te n d e d  th e  W estern  M il i ta ry  I n s t i t u t e  a t  George­
tow n, K entucky , g ra d u a te d  from  Y ale C o lle g e , and f in is h e d  in
14
tew a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  L o u i s v i l l e ,  J o s la h  S toddard  Jo h n sto n
co m p le tin g  h i s  work a t  th e  two l a t t e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  one y ea r
15
beh ind  h i s  cousin*  In  J u ly ,  IB62, he e n te re d  th e  C o n fed era te
Army, and se rv e d  s u c c e s s iv e ly  on th e  s t a f f s  o f  G en era ls  B ragg,
B uckner, and B re c k e n rid g e , b e in g  p re s e n t In  tw enty-tw o
engagem ents, and a c h ie v in g  d i s t i n c t i o n  by h i s  c r e d i ta b le  
18
conduct* A f te r  th e  war he r e tu rn e d  to  K entucky , e d i te d  the
F ra n k fo r t  Yeoman from 1867 to  1886, and to o k  an im p o rta n t
p a r t  in  p o l i t i c s  u n t i l  1889, when he moved from  F ra n k fo r t  to
L o u i s v i l l e ,  d e v o tin g  h im s e lf  to  p r iv a te  b u s in e s s  and to
re s e a rc h e s  in  lo c a l  h i s t o r y .  He was a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  F i ls o n
C lu b , and e d i te d  th e  H is to ry  o f  L o u is v i l l e ,  a la rg e  work in  
17
two volum es.
On h i s  m other*s s id e ,  W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n sto n  was 
r e l a t e d  to  s e v e ra l  o f  th e  prom inent p io n e e r  f a m i l ie s  o f  
V irg in ia  and K entucky. H e n r ie t ta  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n , th e  f i r s t  
w ife  o f  G enera l A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n s to n , was th e  e ld e s t  daugh-
P. Jo h n s to n , The Jo h n sto n s  o f  S a l is b u ry ,  pp . 80 -81 ; 115-116. 
15Ibl<S.. p p . 8 1 . lrS T  fflaS i,”Eook“ojr",X5§S. S a le  C o l l e t ,  
l e i s r a - . ;  p .  8 1 . --------------------------------------------------- * -
p p . 8 1 -8 3 .
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t e r  o f  M ajor W illiam  P re s to n  and h i s  w ife  C a ro lin e  Hancock*
C a ro lin e  H ancock 's  f a th e r  was C o lonel G eorge Hancock o f  th e
Hancock fa m ily  o f  M otheringay * V ir g in ia ,  th e  e a r l y  members o f
w hich w ere among th e  fo u n d ers  o f  th e  colony* George Hancock,
a l th o u g h  a very  young man a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  Am erican He v o lu t io n ,
was made a c o lo n e l i n  th e  Am erican Army, a p o s i t io n  which he
p ro b ab ly  a t t a i n e d  th ro u g h  th e  w ea lth  and in f lu e n c e  o f  h ie
fa th e r*  By th e  m a rr iag e  o f  C o lo n el Hancock to  M argaret S t r o th e r
In  1781 two o ld  c o lo n ia l  f a m i l ie s  were m ilted *  The e a r l i e s t
member o f  th e  S t r o th e r  fam ily  in  America em ig ra ted  from  In g la n d
to  V irg in ia  a s  e a r ly  a s  1U73* H is d e scen d a n ts  ach iev ed  la rg e
w e a lth  and d i s t i n c t i o n ,  num bering among t h e i r  members two
P re s id e n ts  o f  th e  U nited  S t a t e s ,  John T y le r  and Z achary  T a y lo r ;
a d is t in g u is h e d  g e n e r a l ,  Edmund P en d le to n  G a in e s ; G overnor
19
Madison o f  K entucky, and o th e r s  o f  n o te  in  t h e i r  day*
M ajor W illiam  P re s to n  was th e  son  o f  C o lo n el W illiam
P re s to n  o f  S m ith f ie ld ,  V i r g in ia ,  wno*e f a t h e r ,  John P re s to : . ,
em ig ra ted  in  1735 from Londonderry to  A ugusta C ounty, V i r g in ia ,
20
when h i s  son was e ig h t  y e a rs  old* When John P re s to n  d ie d  in
1740, he l e f t  only  one s o n , bu t he l e f t  a l s o  fo u r  d a u g h te r s ,
from  whom sp ran g  fo u r  very  n o ta b le  f a m i l ie s  -  -  th e  B reck ln*
21
r i d g e s .  Browns, B l a i r s ,  and Howards* C oncerning th e  P re s to n  
c o n n e c tio n s , W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n sto n  sa y s j
A t a l e n t  f o r  o ra to ry  and f o r  m i l i t a r y  and
lu I b l d . t p .  99; John M. Brown, Memoranda £ l  y*a PreafcfiB. E fiS iiZ , 
L e x in g to n , Ky«,  1870, p« 38* (T h is work w i l l  bo c i t e d  h e ro u i 'te r  
aa  MHBI.) 
l a Ib l3 7 T PP. 178-187, 
illjM• ,  p ,  3 0 ,
21T 5T d., p .  3 l f f .
ii
p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  h as  marked many o f th e  s c io n s  o f  
t h i s  s to u t  S c o tc h * I r is h  b re e d , and th e  d escen d a n ts  
o f  C o lo n e l W illiam  P re s to n  have ev in ced  th e  same 
t r a i t s ,  a s ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  W illiam  Cam pbell P re s to n , 
o f  Sou th  C a ro l in a ;  G en era l W illiam  P re s to n ,  o f  
K entucky; Gov* James McDowell, o f  V ir g in ia ;  W illiam  
B a lla rd  P re s to n ,  o f  V ir g in ia ;  Gen* R a n d a ll L* G ibson , 
o f  L o u is ia n a , and many o th e rs * 2^
.Mrs* C a ro lin e  Hancock P re s to n  was l e f t  a widow a t  th e  age
o f  th i r ty * s ix *  She rem ained unm arried  and devo ted  h e r s e l f  to
th e  ta s k  o f  e x t r i c a t i n g  h e r  e s t a t e  from d e b t and r e a r in g  h e r
la r g e  fa m ily ,  among th e  members o f  which th e re  w ere , b e s id e s
23
H e n r ie t ta  P re s to n , s e v e r a l  d a u g h te rs  and two sons* W ith one o f  
th e s e  d a u g h te r s ,  Jo se p h in e , who m arried  Jaso n  Rogers in  1331, 
W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n sto n  made h i s  home a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  h is  
m other* Upon th e  d e a th  o f  t h i s  au n t he th e n  went to  l i v e  w ith
24
h i s  u n c le ,  W illiam  P re s to n , h i s  m o th e r 's  only  s u rv iv in g  b ro th e r*  
T h is  W illiam  P re s to n  se rv ed  as  an  o f f i c e r  In  th e  Mexican War,
became an im p o rtan t f ig u re  in  K entucky p o l i t i c s ,  and was
25
ap p o in te d  Ambassador to  Spain  by P re s id e n t Buchanan* He se rved
as a id e-d e-cam p  to  G en era l A lb e r t S idney Jo h n s to n , and when
th a t  le a d e r  r e c e iv e d  h i s  f a t a l  wound a t  S h ilo h , P re s to n  h e ld
26
him in  h i s  arms d u r in g  h i s  dy ing  moments* He d is t in g u is h e d
h im s e lf  as a g e n e ra l ,  and w itn e sse d  th e  c lo s in g  o f  th e  war a s
27
am bassador to  Mexico*
f?W* p . Jo h n s to n , The Jo h n sto n s o f  S a l is b u ry ,  p* 194*
25Ib ld  * , p . 100.
2 JT 5 IT ., p . 116. 
25lEI3". ,  pp . 197-198.
2j? Ib ld * , p . 193; W* p* Jo h n s to n , A lb e r t S idney Jo h n s to n , p . 621. 
27ib lc i* , p . 199.
W illiam  P re s to n  J oh n ston  was th e  e ld e s t  o f  th r e e  c h i ld r e n
b o rn  to  A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n sto n  and H e n r ie t ta  P re s to n  Johnston#
The o th e r  two were H e n r ie t ta  P re s to n  and M aria Pope, th e  l a t t e r
o f  whom d ie d  in  in fan cy #  S e v e ra l y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  h i s
f i r s t  w if e ,  A lb e r t  S idney Jo h n sto n  m a rried  E l is a  G r i f f i n ,  a
c o u s in  o f  th e  f i r s t  Mrs# Jo h n s to n , and from t h i s  un ion  were
28
b o rn  s ix  c h i ld r e n  -  th r e e  boys and th re e  g i r l s #
In  1853, W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n sto n  m arried  M iss Rosa
E liz a b e th  Duncan, th e  d a u g h te r  o f  Judge John N icho lson  Duncan
o f  New O rle a n s , whose f a th e r  was Abner L. Duncan, a man o f
w e a lth  and p rom inence, and th e  t r u s t e d  f r ie n d  and a id e -d e -
29
camp o f  Andrew Jackson  a t  th e  B a t t l e  o f  New O rleans*
S ix  c h i ld r e n  w ere born  to  W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n sto n  and 
h i s  w ife , Rosa Duncan Jo h n sto n :
Mary Duncan Jo h n s to n , was bo rn  in  L o u i s v i l l e ,  
K entucky, January  1 0 , 1855, and d ie d  u n m a rried , in  
1894#
H e n r ie t ta  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n , bo rn  A p r i l  19 , 1856, 
was m arried  in  O c to b e r, 1877^to  Henry St# George 
T u ck e r, a law yer o f  S ta u n to n , V i r g in ia ,  who re p re *  
se n ted  h i s  d i s t r i c t  in  Congress f o r  fo u r  term s#
Rosa Duncan Jo h n s to n , bo rn  December 9 , 1858, 
was m a rried  to  George Anderson Robinson o f  L o u i s v i l l e ,  
K entucky , S ep tem ber, 1880#
A lb e r t S idney  Jo h n s to n , th e  on ly  so n , was born 
n ea r L o u i s v i l l e ,  K entucky, June 2 1 , 1861, and d ie d  
a t  H a r r is b u rg , P e n n sy lv a n ia , January  9 , 1885#
M argaret W ic k c llf fe  Jo h n s to n , was bo rn  n ea r
10
Richmond* V irg in ia *  Ju ly  20* 1864* and m arried  
R ich a rd  Sharpe* o f  W ilk e sb a rre , P ennsy lvan ia*  in  
A p r i l ,  1892*
C a ro lin e  Hancock Jo h n sto n  was bo rn  August 8*
1866* a t  L o u i s v i l l e ,  K entucky, and m arried  Thomas 
C o ls to n  K inney , a law yer o f  S tau n to n ^ V lrg in fa^ an d  
l a t e r  o f  New York C ity*  She d ie d  in  L o u is v i l le *
Ju ly  2 8 , 1895*
No l i v i n g  c h i ld r e n  o f  C o lo n el Jo h n sto n  rem a in , b u t th e  
fo llo w in g  named g ra n d c h ild re n  su rv iv e*
Mrs* Mason B a rre t*  George A* R obinson , and P re s to n  R obinson, 
a l l  o f  L o u is v i l le *  K entucky; John R andolph Tucker o f  Richmond, V ir ­
g in i a ;  Mrs* Rosa Tucker Mason* A lb e r t S idney  Jo h n sto n  Tucker (C olo­
n e l*  U n ited  S ta te s  Army, l a t e l y  r e t i r e d ) ,  and Mrs* F o re s t  F le tc h e r ,  
a l l  o f  L ex in g to n , V ir g in ia ;  Mrs* T# P re s to n  W hite o f  C h a r lo t te ,  
N orth  C a ro l in a ;  Henry St* George Tucker o f  L e x in g to n , K entucky;
Mrs* Y ale S tevens o f  Rye, New York; MTs* M arlon 3* Saunders o f
W y th e v il le , V ir g in ia ;  R ichard  Sharpe o f  New Y ork; and Dr* Mar-
31
g a re t  Sharpe o f  P h ila d e lp h ia *
On O ctober 19* 1885, C o lonel Jo h n sto n * s f i r s t  w ife  d ied*  
and in  A p r i l ,  1888, he m arried  Miss M argaret Henshaw A very, th e  
d a u g h te r  o f  Judge Dudley Avery o f Baton Rouge* Judge Avery*s 
fa m ily  and th a t  o f  h i s  w ife ,  S aran  C ra ig  M arsh, began t h e i r  r e s i ­
dence in  L o u is ia n a  d u r in g  th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  cen ­
tu r y ,  Mrs* A very’s  g ra n d fa th e r*  John C ra ig  Marsh coming from
52
New York C ity  to  what i s  now known as  A very’ s Is lan d *
^ Ib ld  * * pp# 160-161 .
3lfH Ts in fo rm a tio n  was fu rn is h e d  th e  p re s e n t w r i te r  by Mrs* Rosa 
T* Mason and C o lonel A* 3* J* Tucker in  A ugust, 1939*
P* Jo h n s to n , The Jo h n sto n s o f  S a l is b u ry , p* 124*
CHAPTER IX
EARLY LIFE
In  1828 w h ile  L ie u te n a n t A lb e r t S idney  Jo h n sto n  was s t a ­
t io n e d  a t  J e f f e r s o n  B a rra c k s , he became ac q u a in te d  w ith  Miss
Miss P re s to n , who l iv e d  in  L o u i s v i l l e ,  K entucky, was v i s i t i n g  
a t  th e  tim e in  th e  home o f on© of h e r  c o u s in s , who had m a rrie d  
Thomas H. Benton*** The young coup le  became s tr o n g ly  a t ta c h e d  
t o  each  o th e r ;  and L ie u te n a n t Jo h n s to n , b e in g  s e n t f o r  th e  
g r e a t  p a r t  o f th e  y e a r  1828 on r e c r u i t i n g  s e rv ic e  to  L o u is v i l l e ,  
beoame engaged to  Miss P re s to n , and was m arried  to  h e r  Jan u ary  
2 0 , 1 8 2 9 .3
Mrs* Jo h n sto n  was g i f t e d  w ith  a p o e t ic  tem peram ent, and 
p o sse sse d  h ig h  l i t e r a r y  c u l tu r e  and s tro n g  r e l ig io u s  im pulses*
So deep was h e r  lo v e  and r e s p e c t  f o r  h e r  husband th a t  she b e ­
l ie v e d  th e  l o f t y  id e a l  she had form ed o f  the  aims and d u t ie s  of 
l i f e  was r e a l i z e d  In  him* T his h ig h  esteem  was f u l l y  r e tu rn e d  
by L ie u te n a n t Jo h n s to n , who once to ld  h i s  son th a t  " i t  was Im­
p o s s ib le  to  have f e l t  h e r  In f lu e n c e , and a f te rw a rd s  to  c h e r is h  
low v iew s, th a t  to  h e r  he owed th e  w ish  to  be t r u l y  g r e a t •"*
*W# P* Jo h n s to n , A lb e r t S idney  J o h n s to n , p* 22*
^Ibld. n. 23. 1 '
H e n r ie t ta  P re s to n , whom he f i r s t  met a t  a b a l l  in  St* Louis* 1
i l
A f te r  t h e i r  m arriage*  th e  Jo h n s to n s  l iv e d  a t  J e f f e r s o n  B ar­
r a  oka ; and d u r in g  one o f th e  o o c a s lo n a l v i s i t s  which th e y  made 
to  Mrs* Jo h n s to n ’ s m other i n  L o u i s v i l l e ,  t h e i r  e ld e s t  so n , W illiam  
P re s to n  Jo h n s to n , was h o rn  on Ja n u a ry  5 , 1831 *® He was named f o r  
h i s  m o th e r’s b r o th e r ,  W illiam  P re s to n , who became d is t in g u is h e d  
in  p u b lic  l i f e  and a g e n e ra l  in  th e  C o n fed era te  army*
B oring a p a r t  o f  t h e i r  s ta y  a t  J e f f e r s o n  B a rra c k s , th e  John­
s to n s  en jo y ed  a happy a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  L ie u te n a n t J o h n s to n 's  
fo rm er c o l le g e  m ate a t  West P o in t ,  J e f f e r s o n  D avis, who was th en
a l i e u te n a n t  in  th e  army*6 Davis became v e ry  much a t ta c h e d  to$t
Mrs* Jo h n sto n  find r e jo ic e d  w ith  h is  f r ie n d s  i n  th e  b i r t h  of t h e i r
I
so n , who was a f te rw a rd s  to  become h la  aide-de-cam p and l i f e - l o n g  
f r ie n d *  1
In  1832 w h ile  L ie u te n a n t Jo h n s to n  was engaged in  th e  B lack  
Hawk W ar, h i s  second c h i l d ,  H e n r ie t ta  was b o rn  a t  J e f f e r s o n  B ar­
rack s*  When Jo h n sto n  r e tu r n e d ,  he found th e  h e a l th  o f h i s  w ife  
s e r io u s ly  im paired*  The c l im a te ,  th e  c a re  o f h e r sm a ll c h i ld r e n ,  
who w ere i l l  much o f th e  t im e , and h e r  a n x ie ty  f o r  h e r  husband , 
had b ro u g h t Mrs* Jo h n s to n  to  such a c o n d itio n  th a t  a l l  of th e
lo v in g  c a re  and e f f o r t  which were a f te rw a rd s  expended f o r  h e r  r e -
7eo v ery  w ere u n a v a ilin g *  Mow th a t  th e  war was o v e r , she urged 
h e r  husband to  r e s ig n  from  th e  arm y; and Jo h n s to n , cau g h t betw een
§ I b ld .  p* 2 5 .
V arlna  D av is , J e f f e r s o n  D av is t A. Memoir, New York! B e lfo rd  
1890, (2  v o l s *) V o l. I ,  p p . 96-97*
P* Jo h n s to n , A lb e r t  S idney  Johnston* p* 47*
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h i*  d e s i r e  f o r  a more s e t t l e d  dom estic  l i f e  and h is  f e e l in g  
o f o b l ig a t io n  to  th e  government which had g iv en  him h i s  m i l i ­
t a r y  e d u c a t io n , h e s i ta te d  to  comply w ith  h e r  request*®
% e  b i r t h  of a t h i r d  c h i ld  in  O cto b er, 1823, c o n tr ib u te d  
f u r t h e r  to  Mrs* J o h n s to n 's  d e c l in in g  h e a lth *  T h is c h i ld ,  M arla 
P re s to n ,  d ie d  in  l e s s  th a n  a year*®
C uring t h i s  p e r io d  L ie u te n a n t Jo h n s to n  c o n s id e re d  s t ro n g ly  
th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f moving to  L o u is ia n a , and was in v i te d  to  do 
so  by  h i s  e ld e s t  b r o th e r ,  J o s la h  S to d d ard  Jo h n s to n , who was a 
U n ited  S ta te s  S e n a to r  in  th a t  s t a t e • ̂ H o w ev er, th e  d e a th  o f t h i s  
b r o th e r  in  a steam boat e x p lo s io n  on Red R iv er in  May, 1 8 3 3 ,^  
tu rn e d  A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n sto n  from  any s e r io u s  purpose which he 
m ight have e n te r ta in e d  o f s e t t l i n g  in  L o u is ian a*
In  L o u i s v i l l e ,  th e  p h y s ic ia n s  pronounced Mrs* J o h n s to n 's  
lu n g s  a f f e c t e d .  In  th e  hope o f im proving h is  w i f e 's  h e a l th  
w ith  t r a v e l  and a change o f c l im a te .  L ie u te n a n t Jo h n sto n  took  
h e r  to  New O rleans In  th e  s p r in g  o f 1834* Baring  t h e i r  s ta y  o f 
s e v e r a l  weeks t h e r e ,  he re s ig n e d  from  th e  arm y, an d , an x io u s to  
s a t i s f y  h i s  w i f e 's  d e s i r e  f o r  a perm anent home, he bought a farm  
n e a r  S t*  Louis
Upon t h e i r  r e tu r n  to  L o u i s v i l l e ,  in  obedience to  m ed ica l 
a d v ic e ,  th e y  t r a v e le d  to  s e a -c o a s t  and m ountain  r e s o r t s  In  V ir -
g l b l d . p p . 48-49* 
9I H d I  p . 5 1 .
1 ®JosTah S toddard  Jo h n sto n  to  A lb e r t S . Jo h n s to n , Jan* 12 , 1833*
^ ( **• )  g a z e t te  and P l a n t e r 's  I n te l l ig e n c e -  May 29 , 1833* 
1 2W# P* Jo h n s to n , A lb e r t  S idney Johns to n - p . 52 .
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g i n i a ,  v i s i t i n g  a l s o  some of M rs. Johnston*a r e l a t i v e s ,  e s p e c ia l*  
l y  C o lonel James Mo Pow ell o f R ockbridge County* P o ring  t h e i r  
s ta y  i n  L e x in g to n , th e  sm a ll l a d ,  W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n , v i s i t ­
ed a house whioh f o r ty  y e a rs  l a t e r  he oeoupled  f o r  a w h ile  as  a 
residence*'**®
A f te r  more t r a v e l  and c o n s u l ta t io n s  w ith  em inent p h y s ic ia n s ,
th e  fa m ily  r e tu rn e d  to  L o u i s v i l l e ,  where L ie u te n a n t Jo h n sto n
d ev o ted  the  autum n and w in te r  to  th e  te n d e r  c a re  o f h is  w ife*
In  th e  s p r in g ,  th e y  moved to  th e  c o u n try  home o f George Hancock, 
Mrs* J o h n s to n 's  u n c le ,  where she d ie d  A ugust 1 2 , 1835*3-4
W illiam  was l e s s  th a n  f iv e  y e a rs  o f age when h is  m other d ied*
I
His fa th ex f, moved by a d e s i r e  to  be  n e a r  h is  c h i ld r e n ,  c o n s id e re d
f o r  a tim e th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f ta k in g  up a v o c a tio n  in  L o u is v i l l e ,
b u t  f a i l e d  to  f in d  a n y th in g  to  which he th o u g h t h im s e lf  su ite d * " ^  
S t i r r e d  by th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  T exas, he em ig ra ted  th e re  in  th e  sum­
mer o f 1 8 3 6 ,1^ le a v ln g  h is  two c h i ld r e n ,  W illiam  and H e n r ie t ta ,  to
\
th e  c a re  o f m a te rn a l r e l a t iv e s *  T h en cefo rth  h is  c a r e e r ,  up to  
th e  p e r io d  p re c e d in g  h is  d e a th ,  was p i tc h e d  amid w este rn  s c e n e s , 
and h i s  a s s o c ia t io n s  w ith  th e s e  c h i ld re n  were i n t e r m i t t e n t  and 
o f b r i e f  d u ra tio n *
A f te r  th e  d e a th  o f h is  m o th e r, W illiam  re s id e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a rs  i n  th e  home o f h is  a u n t ,  Mrs* J o h n s to n 's  younger s i s t e r .
, ,  pp* 52-53* 
• ,  p • 55•
*, p* 54*
• |  p • 55•
r ? I b id
i f e b ld
16ISTd
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Mrs* Jo se p h in e  R o g ers ; end a f t e r  h e r  d e a th  In  November, 1842,
1 7h i s  f u r t h e r  r e a r in g  was e n t ru s te d  to  h is  u n c le ,  W illiam  P reston#  
S in c e  b o th  W illiam  and h i s  s i s t e r  were h e i r s  to  p ro p e r ty  which 
had b e lo n g ed  t o  t h e i r  m o th e r, th ey  were n o t dependent upon th e  
b e n e f ic e n c e  o f r e l a t i v e s  f o r  t h e i r  su p p o rt and e d u c a tio n ,!®  
though  such  a s s i s ta n c e  m ight have been  c h e e r fu l ly  s u p p lie d  by 
th e s e  lo y a l  k |n sm en , I f  th e  need f o r  i t  had e x is te d *
In  th e  e i r l y  p a r t  o f 1857^ A lb e r t S idney  Jo h n sto n  was severe^f-
l y  wounded In  a d u e l ,  which he fo u g h t w ith  a h ig h  ra n k in g  o f ­
f i c e r  i n  th e  Texas arm y; and in  an e f f o r t  to  re c u p e ra te  from  
h is  wound th ro u g h  r e s t  from  m i l i t a r y  e x e r t io n s ,  he sp en t th e  
summer and f a l l  of t h a t  y e a r  in  L o u i s v i l l e ,  r e tu r n in g  In  Dec* 
ember to  T exas*!9He v i s i t e d  h i s  c h i ld re n  a t  o th e r  tim es d u rin g  
th e  y e a rs  which he se rv ed  th e  R epub lic  o f T exas, and he longed  
e a r n e s t ly  to  have them w ith  him , as th e  fo llo w in g  p a rag rap h  
fro® a l e t t e r ,  w r i t t e n  in  O ctober 1839 , w i l l  in d ic a te *  Jo h n sto n  
was th e n  S e c re ta ry  of War f o r  th e  young r e p u b lic  and was con* 
te m p la tln g  a w ith d raw a l from  p u b lic  l i f e *
I  do no t know when I  s h a l l  be a b le  to  
g e t ou t o f o f f ic e *  I  hope soon ; though I  
can n o t c a lc u l a t e  on i t  w ith  any c e r ta in ty *
is?** Jo h n s to n , The Jo h n sto n s  of S a l is b u r y . p* 115* 
“,®W* P . J o h n s to n , A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n s to n , p* 146*
- I b i d *. P*
io
X am an x io u s to  sea  th e  ro o f  o f my c e d a r  
c a b in  p e e r in g  among th e  l iv e -o a k s  . - —— I  
am m ost an x io u s t o  see  1111 and H ennie ; 
b u t t h i s  cannot be y e t* 20
On O ctober 3 ,  1845, G enera l Jo h n s to n  m a rr ie d  Miss E l i s a  
G r i f f i n ,  a c o u s in  o f h is  f i r s t  w if e ,  and th e  ward and n ie c e  
o f  h i s  c lo s e  f r i e n d ,  George Hancock* The m arriag e  took  p la c e  
in  H ancock1a home n e a r  S h e lb y v i l le ,  K en tucky ,2 ^ a f t e r  which 
Jo h n s to n  r e tu rn e d  w ith  h is  b r id e  to  T exas, and s e t t l e d  on a 
p la n ta t io n  which he had p u rch ased  in  B ra s o r ia  County*22
N e ith e r  th e  new r e la t io n s h i p  upon w hich he had e n te re d  
n o r th e  s e p a r a t io n  from  h is  e ld e s t  c h i ld re n  d im in ish e d  h is  
a f f e c t i o n  f o r  them ; and su b seq u en t pages o f  t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  
r e v e a l  th e  d ep th  of W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n ’s d e v o tio n  to  
h i s  f a th e r*
W illiam  re c e iv e d  h is  e a r l i e r  e d u c a tio n  In  th e  sch o o ls  o f
i
L o u i s v i l l e ,  and l a t e r  he a tte n d e d  an academy a t  S h e lb y v i l le ,  
an  i n s t i t u t i o n  which was o p e ra te d  by S» V* Womack,2®whom Jo h n sto n  
r e f e r s  t o  as *a n o ted  te a c h e r  o f th e  c l a s s i c s * M2̂ Jo s la h  S to d ­
d a rd  Jo h n s to n , a nephew of th e  L o u is ia n a  S en a to r  of th e  same 
name, and a co u s in  and l i f e - l o n g  f r i e n d  of W illiam , was a s tu d e n t 
th e r e  a t  th e  same tim e*
20A# S . Jo h n s to n  to  George Hancock, O ctober 8 4 , 1839* (B a r re t  
C o lle c tio n *  A ll  l e t t e r s  and M anuscrip ts  c i t e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y , 
u n le s s  o th e rw ise  In d ic a te d , a r e  from th e  B a rre t C o lle c t io n * /
2 iw . P . Johnston*  A lb e r t S idney Jo h n s to n , d . 129.
22I b i d . ,  PP. 189-130*"S5w. 2* Jo h n s to n , The Jo h n sto n s of S a lisb u ry *  p* 115*
I b i d . ,  P* 80*
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D uring th e  s e a s Io n  o f 1846 W illiam  was a s tu d e n t in  C en tre  
C o lle g e  a t  D a n v il le ,  K entucky,® s where a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  te s tim o n y  
o f  one o f  h la  c la s sm a te s  a t  Y a le , who was l a t e r  a p r o fe s s o r  a t  
C e n tre  C o lle g e , "he was th e  s u b je c t  o f  de*>p r e l ig io u s  Im p ressio n s 
d u r in g  one o f  th e  r e v iv a ls  which so  f r e q u e n t ly  a t te n d e d  th e  
p re a c h in g  o f  th e  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  C o lle g e , th e  s a i n t l y  and g i f t e d  
John C la rk s  Young* The Im p ress io n s  rem ained w ith  him th ro u g h  
l i f e • ”^% h e you th  was a je a lo u s  s tu d e n t ,  and h i s  h e a l th  and 
s t r e n g th  w ere somewhat im p a ired  e i t h e r  by  to o  r a p id  g row th , as  
he h im s e lf  d e c la r e d ,  o r ,  a s  h i s  f a th e r  b e l ie v e d ,  by to o  muoh 
• tu d y .87 ,
At th e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f h is  f a t h e r  he w ent t o  v i s i t  him  a t  
h i s  China Grove p la n ta t io n  n e a r  G a lv e s to n , T exas, sp en d in g  
th r e e  months th e re  from  $ew Y ear’ s ,  1847* A lb e r t S idney  John* 
s to n ,  w ith  m eager r e s o u rc e s  and l i t t l e  a s a l s t a n o e ,  was a ttem p t*  
ln g  t o  c u l t i v a t e  a l a r g e  t r a c t*  Here th e  son  en joyed  th e  happy 
com panionship  o f h is  f a t h e r ,  whom he Jo ined  in  la b o rs  abou t th e  
p la c e  and w ith  whom he engaged in  such  e x e rc is e s  a s  r id in g ,  
h u n t in g ,  and e x p lo r in g  th e  n a t iv e  scenes*  The s ix te e n —y o a r -o ld  
boy e n te re d  in to  th e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w ith  en thua iam , and from  h is  
e x p e r ie n c e s  d e r iv e d  g re a t  b e n e f i t*  Me worked a t  d ig g in g  and 
p la n t in g ,  r iv e d  ou t and n a i le d  p ic k e ts  on a lo n g  l i n e  o f  f e n c e , 
and en jo y ed  the  i n s t r u c t i o n  and com panionship o f an  I r i s h  l a b o r e r ,  
who p o sse sse d  th e  d ig n i ty  o f  a p a rso n , a w eakness f o r  an  o ccasio n *  
a l  s p r e e ,  and a r i c h  v e in  o f humor# In  company w ith  h is  f a t h e r ,
S k e tch
V©r«5 ty*p, ,,7. (This ifork'willp be c i t e d  h e r e a f t e r  a s  C ooper. )
Jo h n a to n , A lb e r t  aTHnjTy Jo h n a to n . p .  149.
who loved  n a tu re  and to o k  p le a s u re  In  o b se rv in g  th e  h a b i t s  of 
a n im a ls , he roamed th e  su rro u n d in g  c o u n try , saw la rg e  h e rd s  o f 
d e e r  g ra z in g  on th e  p r a i r i e ,  and ob se rv ed  many k in d s  of game, 
l a r g e  and sm a ll—p a n th e r ,  w ild * o a t ,  b e a r ,  tu rk e y , q u f t i l ,  wood- 
co o k , s q u i r r e l ,  and a g re a t  v a r i e ty  o f w a te r  fow l*2®Eere a t
China Grove p la n ta t io n  he en joyed  a l s o  th e  o b se rv a tio n s  o f h is
1f a t h e r  upon th e  r e p o r ts  from th e  M exican War, which was th e n  in  
p r o g re s s ,  and w hich G eneral Jo h n s to n  was fo llo w in g  w ith  e a g e r  
in te re s t* ^ ®I
S o o n ja f te r  th e  b o y !s r e tu r n  to  L o u is v i l le  in  th e  s p r in g ,  he
j
re c e iv e d  |  l e t t e r  from h is  f a t h e r ,  a b r i e f  e x t r a c t  from which
w i l l  in d ic a te  th e  warmth o f a f f e c t io n  e x i s t in g  betw een W illiam
and th e  members o f  G eneral Jo h n s to n ’ s second fa m ily !
S id  i s  a f i n e  bo y , grows w e l l ,  and t a lk s  
a g r e a t  d e a l abou t b r o th e r  W illie *  L ike a l l  
h e a l th y  c h i ld r e n ,  he I s  c o n s id e re d  a p ro d ig y , 
p h y s ic a l ly  and m en ta lly *  H is m other w i l l  g iv e  
you th e  f a o ta  s u s ta in in g  t h i s  o p in io n , and can  
do i t  b e t t e r  th a n  I  can*30
G enera l Jo h n s to n  had v ery  d e f in i t e  c o n v ic tio n s  co n cern in g
th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  h i s  c h ild re n *  B e lie v in g  th a t  h is  two e l d e s t
c h i ld r e n  p o sse sse d  s u p e r io r  m en ta l endowments, he d e s ire d  f o r
them th e  f u l l e s t  c u l tu r e  nt h a t  th e  most l i b e r a l  e d u c a tio n  can
bestow *" He i n s i s t e d  a ls o  t h a t  th ey  shou ld  be ed u ca ted  In  Amer-
nflb ld . . pp. 148- 151.
.Ib id . .  pp. 152- 153. 
SOTbld.; p. 155.
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l e a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and p r e f e r r e d  th o se  which wore lo c a te d  In  th e  
r e g io n ,  where th e  c h i ld r e n  were b e in g  r e a r e d * ^ S e v e r a l  year® b e ­
f o r e  W illiam  was re a d y  f o r  c o l le g e *  G enera l Jo h n s to n  d e c l in e d  
an appo in tm en t f o r  him in  a French schoolman honor which was 
o f f e r e d  by Adm iral Baudin* o f  t h e  French Navy* At a l a t e r  d a te  
he a l s o  d issu ad ed  h i s  son from t a k in g  an appo in tm en t t o  West 
P o in t*  * h ls  own e x p e r ie n c e  p o in t in g  t o  so  many e v i l s  and d i s ­
couragem ents in  th e  c a r e e r  o f  a p r o f e s s io n a l  s o l d i e r  in  America 
a s  t o  r e n d e r  i t  most u n d e s l r a b le * ŵ ®Although he d isap p ro v ed  of 
e d u c a t in g  American boys i n  f o r e ig n  i n s t i t u t i o n s *  he w ished h i s  
son  t o  t r a v e l  and s tu d y  i n  Europe a f t e r  h is. p r i n c i p l e s  and h a b i t s  
were e s t a b l i s h e d }  b u t  c i rcu m stan ces  p rev en ted  t h i s * 33lXhat General 
Jo h n s to n  c o n s id e re d  th e  p o a s i b l l t y  o f  hi® s o n 's  e n t ra n c e  In to  
p o l i t i c s  i s  in d i c a t e d  i n  a s ta te m e n t  c o n ta in e d  In  a l e t t e r  t o  
h i s  b r o th e r - in - la w *  W illiam  P res ton*
You a r e  aware o f  th e  value* t o  one who 
lo o k s  forw ard  to  p o l i t i c a l  p referm en t*  of th e  
g r e a t  ad v an tag es  t o  be d e r iv e d  from  th e  f r i e n d ­
sh ip s  and g e n e ra l  a c q u a in tan c e  formed in  o u r
p u b lic  s c h o o ls #$4
To P res ton*  w ith  Whom W illiam  was th e n  l iv in g *  Jo h n s to n  l e f t  
th e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  s e l e c t i n g  a c o l le g e  f o r  th e  boy#S5
In  September* 1847* th e  W estern  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  began 
i t s  f i r s t  s e s s io n  a t  Georgetown* Kentucky,®®and W illiam  P re s to n
®*A* S* Jo h n s to n  t o  Wm* P res ton*  J u ly  21* 1847*
P* Johnston*  A lb e r t  S idney  Jp h n n to tu  p * 161*
I b i d *« p .  161*
5 | a * S* Jo h n s to n  to  W illiam  P res ton*  J u ly  21* 1847*
56Mabei A l t s t e t t e r  and Gladys Watson* •'Western M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e .  
1847-1861“ ,  F l l s p p  CjMfe j j i s t o r y  Q u a r te r ly .  A p r i l ,  1gS0* p* 100*
Jo h n s to n  was a member o f  I t s  s tu d e n t  body d u r in g  t h a t  year*^7  
T h is  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  which l i v e d  only  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  re n d e re d  im- 
p o r t a n t  s e r v ic e  d u r in g  i t s  b r i e f  e x i s t e n c e ,  and more th a n  a 
th o u san d  o f  i t s  t r a i n e d  c a d e ts  went i n t o  th e  C o n fed era te  army 
as  o f f i c e r s  o r  p r iv a te s *  I t s  p r e s id e n t  and fo u n d e r ,  C olonel 
T horn ton  F* Johnson , was a g ra d u a te  of West P o in t ;  and t h i s  
I n s t i t u t i o n  and th e  V ir g in ia  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  se rv e d  as models 
f o r  th e  o r g a n i s a t io n  of th e  new school*  S tro n g  em phasis was
4 r
p la c e d  o n jm a |h e m a tic s ,  th e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  s tu d e n ts  was r i g i d ,  
and th e  u ^ i f e m  o f  t h e  sc h o o l  conformed r a t h e r  c l o s e ly  t o  t h a t  
u sed  by t^ e  | n i t e d  S t a t e s  army* The co u rse  o f  s tu d y  In c luded  
m a th em atic s , |G reek :,  L a t i n ,  French^ h i s t o r y ,  c h e m is t ry ,  e lem en ta ry  
p h i lo s o p h y ,  |n d  Spanish*
In  th e  f i d d l e  o f  th e  f i r s t  s e s s io n ,  James G# B la in e  became
it
a member o f  th e  f a c u l t y ,  and rem ained w ith  th e  c o l le g e  f o r  th r e e  
years*®^Buahrod R* Jo h n s to n ,  who was a f te rw a rd s  one of A lb e r t  
S idney  Jo h n s to n 1s g e n e ra ls  th roughou t th e  campaign which c u l ­
m in a ted  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  S h i lo h ,  was added to  th e  f a c u l t y  in  th e  
second y e a r . 40
During th e  f i r s t  s e s s io n ,  a c o u rse  i n  e lo c u t io n  and composi­
t i o n  was added to  th e  c u r r ic u lu m , and a l l  of th e  c a d e ts  were r e ­
q u i r e d  t o  t a k e  i t *  T h is  c o u rs e ,  which proved so d i s t a s t e f u l  t o
f l j o u r n a l  o f  W* P* J o h n s to n ,  November, 1847* (M anuscrip t* )  
^ A l t s t e t t e r  and Watson, "W estern M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e ” , pp* 100-102 . 
®^Goil H am ilton , B iography of James 0* B laine*  Norwich, C o n n e c tic u t!
Henry B i l l  C o ./ l& S fe , p .  IB" TT.
40A l t a t » t t e r  and Watson, "W estern M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e , “ p .  104 .
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most of th e  o a d e ts * 4*iBU3t have been a g re e a b le  to  W illiam* f o r  
i n  th e  m idd le  o f  t h i s  s e s s io n  he was s e l e c t e d  by h i s  comrades 
a s  t h e  o r a t o r  i n  th e  o o l le g e  c e l e b r a t i o n  of Washington*a b i r t h *  
d a y . ^ F r o a  h i a  f a t h e r  he r e c e iv e d  a warm c o n g r a tu la to r y  l e t t e r *  
which c o n ta in e d  s e n s ib l e  ad v ice  in  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  speech§4$
That th e  young man had d ec ided  upon law as  h ia  p r o f e s s io n  
i s  i n d i c a t e d  in  a n o th e r  l e t t e r  which he r e c e iv e d  from G eneral 
Jo h n s to n  n e a r  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  term* A dvis ing  h i s  son co n cern in g  
h i s  manner i n  deba te*  th e  f a t h e r  w ro te  I
Be co u r te o u s  and calm* and endeavor t o  
conv ince by th e  e a rn e s t  e x h i b i t i o n  of you r 
argument* and do n o t employ p e r s o n a l i t i e s *
Atove a l l ,  do no t t r y  t o  show your s u p e r io r i ty }
1;* you have i t ,  i t  w i l l  be f e l t  and s i l e n t l y  
acknowledged} i f  e x a c te d  by words o r  b e a r in g *  
i t  w i l l  be w i t h h e l d * - - - - - I f  you d ese rv e  w ell*  
th e  m e r i t  of i t  w i l l  u s u a l ly  be accorded  to  
you**4
W illiam  was by n a tu re  an e a rn e s t  student*4&and a t  t h e  In ­
s t i t u t e  he e x h ib i t e d  a s t r o n g  d e s i r e  t o  a t t a i n  th e  top  p o s i t i o n  
in  s c h o l a s t i c  achievem ent* which d e te rm in a t io n  on h i s  p a r t  c a l l e d  
f o r t h  s o l i c i t o u s  co u n se l  from h i s  f a t h e r ,  who f e a r e d  t h a t  th e  
boy*s h e a l th  m ight be s e r i o u s l y  im paired  by a to o  In te n s e  con­
c e n t r a t i o n  on h i s  s tu d ie s *  The fo l lo w in g  e x t r a c t  from a l e t t e r  
on th e  s u b je c t  i s  r e p l e t e  w ith  sound s e n s e t
4^ I b l d *« p* 103*
y g Jo u rn a l  of W* P* Johnston* December, 1847*
T®A* S# Johna ton  t o  W* P. Jo h n s to n ,  January  4* 1848* 
4i A. S* Jo h n s to n  to  W* P. Johnston* May 9 , 1848*
4®W* P* Jo h n s to n ,  The Jo h n sto n s  of S a l i s b u r y . p* 115*
While 1 would. i n c u l c a t e  a l l  th e  d i l i g e n c e  
co m p a tib le  w ith  good h e a l t h  and a f u l l  deve lop ­
ment o f  p h y s ic a l  power* I  would moot a s s u re d ly  
d e p re c a te  and r e g r e t  any e x e r t i o n  beyond th a t#  
i f  i t  endangered  th e  loe® o f  th e  one o r  checked 
th e  o th e r*
fo u  a re#  X hope* p re p a r in g  f o r  a lo n g  c a re e r*
In  t h a t  ease*  ou r  e x p e r ie n c e  teao h ee  us t h a t  th e  
power®* p h y s ic a l  and m ental* should  be husbanded 
o r  used m o d e ra te ly  and ec o n o m ica lly ;  o th e rw ise  
th e  g oa l can  never  be reac h ed  w ith  d i s t i n c t i o n #
I f  o u r  e x p e r ie n c e  l a  c o r r e c t*  i t  would be unwise 
t o  w aste  ou r  s t r e n g t h  i n  a f i r s t  e f f o r t #  % •  
u n tau g h t p e d e s t r i a n  who i s  t r a i n e d  f o r  a te n *  
m ile  r a c e  knows t h i s ;  he win® h i s  ra c e  by a t  no 
t im e  in  th e  co u rse  a t t a i n i n g  th e  h ig h e s t  speed  
o f  w hich h ia  i s  capab le#  What would you th in k  
o f  t h e  Judgment o f  a r a o e r l d e r  who would g ive  
h ia  h o rse  th e  h ig h e s t  speed  a t  th e  s t a r t *  o r  
who* a l l  o th e r  th in g s  b e in g  equal* would ag re e  
to  c a r r y  t e n  pounds more th a n  h i s  opponent?
How* t h i s  l a t t e r  view embraces you r e a s e ;  you have 
one more s tu d y  th a n  your r i v a l #  Xou may p o a s i*  
b ly  b e a t  him} so  may th e  h o rse  t h a t  c a r r i e s  un­
due w e ig h t win* b u t  in  m ost o ases  he n ev e r  wine 
a g a in —a l l  h i s  powers have been  s a c r i f i c e d  f o r  
a s in g l e  object#*®
O ther  adm onitions  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  l e t t e r s  o f  th e  f a t h e r  
t o  h i s  son i n d i c a t e  t h a t  General Jo h n s to n  f e a r e d  th e  young m an 's  
S ea l t o  e x c e l  i n  h i a  s tu d ie s  m ight be a t te n d e d  w ith  damage t o  
h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n #  ”S tudy m o d e ra te ly ;  e x e r c i s e  m o d e ra te ly ;  e a t  
m o d e ra te ly 1*| he advised^And aga in*  **Be p a t i e n t*  and be s a t i s f i e d  
w ith  m odera te  p ro g re ss#  Go t o  bed  e a r l y ;  r i s e  e a r l y ;  read  th r e e  
o r  f o u r  hours  a day#w*'7I t  I s  a p p a re n t  t h a t  th e  f a t h e r  was co n sc io u s  
o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  good a d v ic e  from com petent and i n t e r e s t e d  a d v i s e r s  
o f t e n  f a i l s  t o  s e c u re  th e  r e s u l t  in tended*  f o r  he w r i te s *
40a# S . Jo h n s to n  t o  W# P# Johnston#  'December 11# 1843# ♦7w# P* Johnston# A lb e r t  S idney Johnston# p# 104#
" I  have o c c a s io n a l ly  o f f e r e d  you a l i t t l e  o f  my e x p e r ie n c e ,  of 
which I  have a l a r g e  s to c k ,  pu rchased  a t  h igh  p r i c e s  (which men 
o f  s t r o n g  w i l l  have always t o  pay) t o  save you ex p en se ;  tout 1
'ji'
doutot i f  i t  i s  a t r a n s f e r a b l e  a r t i c l e * 1148
W illiam  must have s to o d  h igh  In  th e  esteem  o f  h i s  fe l lo w *  
s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  I n s t i t u t e ,  f o r  y e a rs  a f te rw a rd s  Judge C h arles  B. 
Fenner o f  New O rleans s a id  o f  h im 9
My a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  Colonel Jo h n s to n  began , 
when a s  a boy o f  14 , I  became a s tu d e n t  a t  t h e  
W estern  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  a t  Georgetown, K entucky,
Where Colonel Jo h n s to n  was th e n  j u s t  com ple ting  
h i s  cou rse*  He w a s j th e n  a s p le n d id ,  b e a u t i f u l ,  
and h l g h * s p i r l t e d  y o u th ,  who was w orshipped toy h i s  
com rades, and e s p e c i a l l y  toy th e  younger s t u d e n t s ,  
a s  a v e r i t a b l e  hero  o f  romance*48
During th e  e a r l y  p a r t  of h ia  f i r s t  s e s s io n  a t  th e  I n s t i t u t e  
Jo h n a to n  began  a p e r s o n a l  j o u r n a l * B eginning  w ith  November 6 ,
1847, th e  d ia r y  c o n t in u e s  th roughou t th e  te rm  and I n to  the  sum­
mer w hich fo llow ed* In  th e  m iddle of J u l y ,  1848, he adandoned 
th e  jo u r n a l  method of r e c o u n t in g  h i s  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  tout c o n t in u e d  
t o  n a r r a t e  some of th e  o ccu rren ces  and em otiona l r e a c t io n s  a s ­
s o c i a t e d  w ith  h im s e l f  d u r in g  s e v e r a l  fo l lo w in g  months* 1‘he 
document i s  an I n t e r e s t i n g  and in t im a te  r e v e l a t i o n  of th e  c h a r a c te r  
o f  th e  young man, who was l e s s  th a n  se v e n te e n  y e a rs  o f  age when 
he began th e  j o u r n a l ;  and i t  i s  I n t e r e s t i n g  a l s o  f o r  th e  p i c t u r e s  
which i t  p r e s e n ts  of c o l l e g e  l i f e  in  th e  I n s t i t u t e *  I n  i t  th e  
a u th o r  r e c o rd s  such m a t te r s  as  th e  f o l lo w in g !
48IhicL*
48few—O rleans P icay u n e> J u ly  17 , 1099*
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t h e  d e p a r tu r e  o f  h i e  u n c l e 9 W illiam  P re s to n ,  f o r  t h e  Mexican 
War, and h ie  su b seq u en t r e t u r n  months l a t e r ;  h ie  own accom plish ­
ment a ae a s tu d e n t  and h ie  a m b it io n  t o  become a sp e a k e r  j h ie  
r e a d in g  i n t e r e s t s ;  h i s  lo n g  walks th rough  th e  c o u n t r y - s id e ;  h i s  
m ild  s tu d e n t  e s c a p a d e s ;  h i s  a n x ie ty  f o r  h i s  f a t h e r ’s w e l f a r e ;  
h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  e h e ss  and f o o t b a l l ;  h i s  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  h i s  
r e l a t i v e s  and h i s  f e l l o w - s t u d e n t s ; h i s  profound  sa d n ess  ov er  
th e  l o s s  o f  h i s  g randm other; and many o th e r  c irc u m sta n ces  which 
touched  h i s  i n t e l l i g e n t  and re s p o n s iv e  n a tu re *  His n a r r a t i v e  
a t  t im es  glows w ith  em o tio n a l pow er, and a t  a l l  t im es i t  r in g s  
w i th  s i n c e r i t y *  A few ©i th e  b r i e f e r  e n t r i e s  fo llow *
November 6 f 1847*
2 have t h i s  day commenced a jo u r n a l  o f  my 
l i f e ,  In  hopes t h a t  by r e c o rd in g  good and bad 
a l i k e ,  1 maybe encouraged t o  p e r se v e re  in  what 
1 deem c o r r e c t ,  and shun what 2 c o n s id e r  wrong*
Nerved by t h i s  d e s i r e ,  2 hop© t o  m e r i t  t h e  n o t i c e  
of th e  good; and t h i s  day 1 n o te  down a r e s o l u t i o n  
t o  pu rsue  my s tu d i e s  a r d e n t ly *
On November 1 s t ,  my u n c le  W illiam  P re s to n ,
I t *  Col* o f  th e  4 th  Hegt* Kentucky v o lu n te e r s ,  
s t a r t e d  f o r  Mexico* Same day 1 s t a r t e d  f o r  l e x -  
in g to n  w ith  h ia  fam ily*  A rr iv e d  th e r e  on th e  
2nd*
On th e  5 th  I  oame t o  Georgetown, ana to d a y ,
I  e n te re d  th e  W estern M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e *  This 
morning th e r e  was a sword p r e s e n t a t i o n  to  r e tu r n e d  
v o lu n te e r s ,  and a C ad e t’ s  parade* * • «
November 21*
Sunday* Went t o  church* Heard Mr* Gano, a 
C a m p b e ll l te  p reach  a rem arkab le  f i n e  sermon*
Walked w ith  Aunt Susan , Mark Chinn and S toddard*
L e t t e r  from W illiam  Wooley* Head Mr* C lay ’ s 
speech  on th e  War* Some p a r t s  a r e  very  b e a u t i f u l  
and e loquen t*
November 24*
R e c i te d  Juvenal#  In  th e  a f t e r n o o n ,  M a rt in ,  
P ro fe a s o r  o f  M athem atics , u n j u s t l y  rep ro v ed  me*
I  r e p l i e d  t o  him and we have some w ords , in  w hich 
I  conce ived  th e  French lo o k in g  hound t r e a t e d  me 
bad ly*  He a p o lo g is e d  d u b io u s ly  a f t e r  school* I  
w i l l  n o t  s t a y  here  i f  th e s e  lo u sy  p ro fe s s o r s  ta k e  
any ad v an tag es  o f  me* A l e t t e r  and " S h e l le y  News" 
from Mark Chinn, and an a r t i c l e  in  f a v o r  of 
G enera l T ay lo r  f o r  P re s id e n t*  Received a v ery  
p r e t t y  l e t t e r  from S i s t e r *
December 7#
R ecited*  I  v i s i t e d  F o r r e s t e r  and chose a 
s u b je c t  su g g e s te d  by W oolfork . "A C r i s i s  in  th e  
C rad le  o f  Genius*wSDP ro fe s s o r  M artin  i n v i t e d  me 
t o  p la y  chess  w ith  him* Frank Hopkins i s  on the  
p o in t  of death*  Fever and Inflam m ation  o f  th e  
b ra in *  F ive  days ago he was p la y in g  f o o tb a l l#
H is f a t h e r  b e a r s  I t  bad ly*
# * * * * * * * * # * « * « #  *. # « * * * # * * #
December 8*
I  awoke t o  f in d  t h a t  Frank Hopkins d ie d  l a s t  
n ig h t  a t  12 o 'c lo c k *  He d ie d  d e l i r i o u s *  He had 
a rem arkab ly  f i n e  h e e d ,  and h i s  f a t h e r  la y in g  h is  
hand on i t  s a i d ,  "T h is  n o b le  head has c o s t  you a 
l i f e ,  my boy*" This was t r u e ,  th e  b r a i n  was over** 
taxed* Thus was cu t  o f f  i n  th e  b e a u ty  o f  y o u th ,  
a l a d  o f  prom ise and t a l e n t s *  R ecited*  Received 
and w ro te  l e t t e r s *  S tu d ied  speech# I  s a t  up w ith  
th e  body u n t i l  two o 'c lo c k *  Rainy day*
* * * * » * » # * » * « * « * * * * *
December 22*
I le a r n e d  t e r r i b l e  p ie c e  of I n t e l l i g e n c e —*a 
sudden a f f l i c t i o n ,  th e  d ea th  o f  my b e s t  and k in d e s t  
o f  grandm others* T rav e le d  on Steamboat Sea G u ll ,  
and reac h ed  L o u i s v i l l e  a t  3 o 'c lo c k  a t  n ig h t  and 
proceeded  a t  once t o  grandm a's* This i s  a sorrow** 
f u l  day f o r  many*
December 23*
My grandm other, Mrs* C a ro l in e  H* P re s to n ,  d ie d  
December 2 0 , a t  m idnight*
50-.
1848*Û ^ 6CtI °* Jo b n 9 to n ,a  o r a t i o n  f o r  F ebruary  22 ,
Her i l l n e s s  was s h o r t  and a p p a re n t ly  p a i n f u l ,  
b u t  she was unconsc ious  from th e  f i r s t *  * * • 
d ie d  w ith  a t r a n q u i l  sm ile  on h e r  f e a tu re s *  
None o f  us r e a l i z e  our lo ss*  She i s  m issed 
and mourned, b u t  seems m ere ly  gone on a j o u r ­
n ey —n o t  d e a d ...................
December 24*
A sad C hris tm as Eve* Grandma, a s  u s u a l ,  
was making p r e p a r a t io n s  f o r  a m erry and 
d e l i g h t f u l  r e c e p t io n  o f  a l l  h e r  f a m i ly - —-  
Uncle W illiam  i s  w e l l  i n  M exico. John D rake, 
an  o ld  room m ate a t  Womack’s who v o lu n te e re d  
i n  th e  S he lby  Co* 3rd  Hegt* Kentucky V ol. i s  
dead* The s a d d e s t  C hris tm as I  ever  passed* 
S pen t th e  day in  th e  house*
December 31*
Spent th e  morning w ith  W illiam  Wocley 
and Bob Atwood* Dined on o y s te r s  and cham­
pagne w ith  them* C o l le c te d  my p o e t ry  ( I f  i t  
d e s e rv e s  th e  name) in to  a book* The f i r s t  
fo u r  months o f  t h i s  y ea r  were sp e n t  i n  Texas, 
w ith  my f a t h e r  a t  China Grove i n  B raz o ria  
County. May on road to  Kentucky* June a s  a 
v ac a tio n *  J u ly  and August s tu d y in g  w ith  
Jo e  Winlock* September i n  Lexington* O ct­
ober i n  L o u is v i l le *  • • • My grandm other has 
d ie d ,  Uncle W illiam  gone to  Mexico* They 
a r e  r in g in g  o u t th e  o ld  year*
I  p ray  God, th e  Almighty R u le r  o f  th e  
U n iv e rse ,  in  th e  name o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  our 
S av io r  and Redeemer, t h a t  he w i l l  g ra n t  
unto me a pure  and h o n es t  h e a r t ,  a mind 
f r e e  from i n o r d in a t e  d e s i r e s ,  a t r u e  and r e a l  
r e v e re n c e ,  and t h a t  th rough  h i s  g ra c e ,  my 
s o u l  may be redeemed* I  ask  th e  same f o r  
my beloved f a t h e r ,  my d ea r  s i s t e r ,  and a l l  
whom I  love*
& -jf. if. *  $  $  aft if. % 4 . #  sjr *  s)r *
Ja n u a ry  S, 1848.
Today I  am se v e n te e n .  How many th o u g h ts  
and f a n c i e s  s t a r t  a t  th e  r e f l e c t i o n ,  b u t I  
w i l l  n o t  h e re  reco rd  th e  day-dreams end 
c a s t l e - b u i l d i n g  of a boy. S ta r t e d  fo r
27
F ra n k f o r t  on th e  Blue Wing w ith  -Aunt Mag.
Read a book p a l le d  ” 0*S u l l i v a n ’ s Love."
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Ja n u a ry  IB.
S tu d ied  i n  Greek Grammar. Read in  
"Amber W itch ."  Head Calhoun’ s speech on 
th e  War opposing  a l l  ex te n s io n  of t e r r i ­
t o r y .  P layed o h eo k e rs .  Wrote long  l e t t e r  
to  Me. I  f e e r  f o r  my sp eech . I t  goes s low ly  
on, and v i s i t o r s  p lague me.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
F eb ru a ry  S .
Purchased  c l o th  f o r  un ifo rm . Read 
"Drama and P o k e r v i l l e "  by F ie ld s  and some 
i n  "Don Ju a n ."  P layed  chess and f o o t b a l l .
Got h u r t  a t  th e  l a t t e r .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
F eb ru a ry  10.
Heard from P in  and S tod , th e y  w i l l  be 
h e re  tomorrow. The a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  my 
speech i s  v e ry  p a i n f u l .  Look up, F rien d  
W ill iam , w a i t  u n t i l  you a r e  c e r t a i n l y  d i s ­
g raced  b e fo re  you f e e l  so .
* * * * * * * * * * * *  j * * * * * * : * * *
F eb ru a ry  23.
The BBnd has a r r i v e d .  I  d re s se d  to  th e  
very  t i p .  . . . T h e  cerem onies came o f f  in  
th e  C h r i s t i a n  chu rch . 1 s t ,  p r a y e r .  Then 
P a t t e r s o n  spoke in  an anim ated manner, a 
speech s t r o n g ly  f la v o re d  w ith my id e a s .
Mr. James Gray in  a speech of 45 m inu tes  
f o r  th e  C ice ro n ian  S o c ie ty  o f  Georgetown 
C o l le g e ,  and l a s t l y  m y se lf .  I  lacked  a n i ­
m a tio n , f o r  I  was f r ig h te n e d  to  dea th  a t  
f i r s t .  The a l l u s i o n s  in  my speech to  Genl. 
T ay lo r  were e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  app lauded .
The long  fe a re d  and contem plated  speech i s  
spoken . I  did as  w e l l  a s  th e  b e s t  on th e  
o c c a s io n .  Thank God, i t  i s  o v e r ,  and w e ll  
done in  s p i t e  o f  a l l  d isa d v a n ta g e s  and nfed? 
t i v e  d i f f i d e n c e .  In  s p i t e  of th e  r e in  we had 
a crowded house . My fo o t  I s  on th e  f i r s t  
round o f  th e  lad d er--m y  eyes tu rn ed  upwards 
e v e r .  • . •
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
March 24 .
Read a l e t t e r  from Me in  reg a rd  to  t h e i r  
c o n d i t io n  in  T exas . What she  says  makes me 
unhappy. Here I  am a t  c o l l e g e  spend ing  money, 
and th e y  d e p r iv e d  o f  th e  common com fo rts  o f  
l i f e .  U n less  some o th e r  arrangem ent i s  and© 
a f t e r  t h i s  s e s s io n  I  le a v e  c o l l e g e .
* * * * * *  * * * * *  # * * A * * * * # .
March 26 .
. . . Received a l e t t e r  from my b e a t  
and k in d e s t  o f  f a t h e r s .  Oh I What a b i t t e r  
l i f e  he i s  le a d in g  f o r  one l i k e  him. He 
w r i t e s ,  "C h e r ish  f r i e n d s h i p ;  i t  i s  a p le a s a n t  
d e l u s io n . ' ’ My h e a r t  i s  f u l l ,  and my eyes 
o v e r f lo w in g .
A p r i l  5 .
• » • L e t t e r  from M rs. Brake announcing
th e  d ea th  o f  C o l.  Ja so n  Rogers on A p r i l  3 rd ,
He was k ind  to  me in  c h i ld h o o d , and I  am 
under many o b l ig a t i o n s  t o  him. 1 always 
w i l l  a c t  a b r o t h e r ’ s  p a r t  to  h i s  orphan®.
A p r i l  20.
Have m issed  no r e c i t a t i o n s .  S pent th e  
day w ith  John Pouke. Mery Mundey, S a l ly  
end B e t ty  F a u lk n e r ,  and o th e r  g i r l s  t h e r e .  
P layed one gam© o f  c a r d s .  Would h^ve f a l l e n  
in  lo v e  w ith  K. M. ’ a p r e t t y  f a c e ,  b u t  found 
t h a t  she was a n in n y . S i l l y  F au lk n e r  t r i e d  
to  f l i r t  w ith  me, b u t  I  wouldn’t .
*  a* *  *  »  *  *  *  *  *■ a ,  #  *  i?  *,s ' *  *  sje #
May 13.
Read s e v e r a l  o f  S c o t t ’ s Poems. G is t  
and T h o rn h i l l  h id f i g h t  and when X p a r te d  
them, came n en r  b e in g  whipped f o r  my o f f i -  
o io u s n e a s .  F in ish e d  a l l  o f  S c o t t ’ s oemo.
♦ * v * 4 * w 4 *<
June 12 .
R eported f o r  ” sw earing  and d iso b e d ien c e  
o f  o r d e r s . ” Do n o t  r e c o l l e c t  w hether X d id
o r  not*  But I t  i s  a bad h a b i t  and I  fo rsw e a r  
sw ea rin g . D r i l l e d  and r e c i t e d  a s  u s u a l .
* * aje * jfc; * * 3p ;?. 4 * * 3̂ &
Ju n e  21.
I  f e e l  a deep h u m i l ia t io n  because  I  
f e a r  I  am n o t  th e  f i r s t  in  my d e s s e s  as  I
should  b e ,  and a l l  b ecause  X have n o t
s tu d ie d  es  I  sh o u ld .  But from t h i s  to  th e
end o f  t h e  s e s s io n  I  w i l l  s tu d y .
On J u ly  11, o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  he r e c o rd s  h i s  r e t u r n  to  
L o u i s v i l l e  ©nd h i s  reu n io n  w ith  r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s  t h e r e ,  
and winds o u t  th e  e n t r y  o f  t h i s  d a te  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  
" F in d in g  t h i s  too lo n g  and te d io u s  I  w i l l  h e r e a f t e r  condense 
i t  i n t o  a n a r r a t i v e  fo rm ."  In  th e  pages which make up th e  r e ­
m ainder o f  t h i s  accoun t o f  h im s e l f ,  he s e t s  down a s e r i e s  o f  
p i c t u r e s  and e x p e r ien c e s  t h a t  throw an i n t e r e s t i n g  l i g h t  upon 
th e  r e s p o n s iv e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  young man and r e v e a l  th e  c h a ra c te r  
o f  h i s  env ironm en t. Among o th e r  th in g s  he r e c o r d s  th e  p l e a s ­
u re s  o f  boyhood pas tim es  on th e  farm o f  a r e l a t i v e —swimming, 
h u n t in g ,  ram bling  th rough  th e  h i l l s ,  and en jo y in g  th e  im provised 
e n te r ta in m e n ts  o f  th e  n eg ro e s ;  and he r e l a t e s  *t some le n g th  
th e  deep im presBion made upon him by th e  d ea th  o f  a co u n try  
d ru n k a rd . He p r e s e n t s  a v iv id  p i c t u r e  o f  a camp m eeting  o f  
th e  "Old I r o n s id e  C a l v t n i s t l c  B a p t i s t s  in  a b e a u t i f u l  g r o v e ,n 
r e c u r s  w ith  in te n s e  sad n ess  to  th e  p l i g h t  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  in  
Texas, and t e l l s  how he was converted  from a n t i - s i n v e r y  le a n in g s  
to  th e  'M oderate S ou thern  idea  on th e  s u b j e c t , "  which change 
o f  a t t i t u d e  was e f f e c te d  by a c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith  h i s  u n c le ,  
W illiam  P re s to n .
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le h l le  young Jo h n s to n  was a t  th e  I n s t i t u t e ,  ho w ro te  mm? 
l e t t e r s  t o  h i s  younger s i s t e r ,  H e n r i e t t a ,  who, l i k e  h im s e l f ,  
r e s id e d  w ith  m a te rn a l  r e l a t i v e s  in  Kentucky* In  th e s e  a f f e c t  
t i o n a te  l e t t e r s ,  which a r e  a l t e r n a t e l y  p l a y f u l  and s e r io u s ,  
th e  w r i t e r  r e v e a l s  b  penchan t f o r  g iv in g  h i s  s i s t e r  th e  same 
s o r t  o f  c o u n s e l  and adm onition  t h a t  he was r e c e iv in g  from h i s  
f e th e r*  I n  th e  m idd le  o f  th e  summer p re c e d in g  h i s  d e p a r tu re  
f o r  c o l l e g e  he w r i t e s :
I  hope you w i l l  p re s e rv e  your h e a l th  
and i f  p o s s i b le  improve your c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
t o  do t h i s  you must r i s e  e a r l y ,  and take  
r e g u l a r  and c o n s ta n t  ex e rc ise --w h en  th e  
l a d i e s ,  from want o f  e x e r c i s e ,  become s a l ­
low , th e y  adop t ro u g e , a s  a s u b s t i t u t e  "or 
a good com plexion; i t  makes abou t a s  good 
a s u b s t i t u t e  a s  whiskey* I  hope you w i l l  
b e a r  t h i s  t e d io u s  b u t w e ll  in te n d e d  l e c ­
t u r e  in  mind*51
L a t e r ,  a t  th e  I n s t i t u t e ,  when he I s  engrossed  w ith  th e
p r e p a r a t io n  o f  h i s  o r a t i o n  f o r  F ebruary  23, he r e p l i e s  to  h er
i n v i t a t i o n  t o  v i s i t  h e r ,  w ith  s d is c o u rs e  upon th e  c la im s  o f
d u ty :
You y o u r s e l f  would th in k  l e s s  o f  me, my 
d e a r  K ennie , i f  I  should  spend in  en jo y ­
in g  m y se lf ,  even In  th e  s o c ie ty  o f  a beloved 
s i s t e r ,  th o s e  few hours  o f  v a c a t io n ,  which 
should  be a l l o t t e d  to  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  
my speech f o r  th e  32nd o f  F e b ru a ry .  To 
t o i l  I s  th e  f e t e  o f  man; to  t o i l  I s  th e  
wish o f  a l l ,  who a s p i r e  t o  h igh p la c e s  
and s e a t s  in  th e  s y n a g o g u e .^
S1W. P* Jo h n s to n  to  H e n r ie t ta  Jo h n s to n ,  J u ly  16, 1847.
52\v. P . Jo h n s to n  to  H e n r ie t t a  Jo h n s to n ,  December 4 ,  1847.
Si
still I n t e r ,  he a d v is e s  a t t e n t i o n  to  h i s t o r y  smd l i t e r a t u r e  
in  p r e f e r e n c e  t o  d raw ing  and th e  s tu d y  o f  sc ie n c e s
You should  read  a l l  th e  v a lu a b le  h i s *  
t o r y  you can—p o e t r y ,  i f  you p T e is iT "  I  
do n o t  o b j e c t  t o  a l a d y ’ s  r e a d in g  p o a t ry .
Such works as t h e  S p e c t a to r ,  S h ak esp ea re ,  
th e  modern B r i t i s h  E s s a y i s t s ,  W ashington 
I r v i n g ’ s  w orks—th e y  a r e  am using and 
i n s t r u c t i v e ,  end im p a rt  th e  fo u n d a tio n  
o f  a good s t y l e ,  1 do n o t  w ish you to  
read  h i s t o r y  in  such a way t h a t  you know 
th e  d a te  o f  eve ry  s k i rm is h ,  th e  name o f  
ev e ry  n o b lem en ,, , ,you should  l e a r n  to  
d i s t i n g u i s h  between th e  Im p o rtan t end 
th e  t r i v i a l , , • . t o  dw ell upon th e  form er 
w ith  th o u g h t ,  t o  read  th e  l a t t e r .  To 
a t te m p t  to  memorize every  f a c t  and c i r ­
cum stance o f  h i s t o r y  would be an endl&ns 
and a u s e le s s  t a s k —th e r e  i s  a d i f f e r ­
ence between re a d in g  a t t e n t i v e l y  and 
d ru d g in g ,  Ton’ t  ta k e  th e s e  to  your 
s e n s i t i v e  s o u l  a s  r e p r o o f s —th e y  a r e  
i te m s  I  have le a rn e d  from my own e x p e r­
ie n c e  and t h a t  o f  o th e r s
Fro® h i s  l e t t e r s  to  h i s  s i s t e r ,  we l e a r n  a l s o  t h a t  Jo h n s to n  
enjoyed a t  th e  I n s t i t u t e  th e  p le a s a n t  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h r e e  
c o u s in s  who bo re  th e  Jo h n s to n  name—H a r r i s , P in t a r d ,  and S to d d a rd ;14 
and in  th e s e  l e t t e r s  he re c o rd s  many o th e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  c ircum ­
s ta n c e s  connected  w ith  h i s  c o l l e g e  e x p e r ie n c e s .
An i n t e r e s t i n g  c ircu m sta n ce  in  h i s  U f a  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  
was h i s  b r i e f  a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  h i s  c o u s in ,  W illiam  P re s to n  
Woolley, In  th e  p u b l i c a t io n  o f  th e  Bon Ton, a l i t e r a r y  jo u r n a l  
o f  pronounced s a t i r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  th e  aim o f  which a p p a re n t ly
JjJtr. P. Jo h n s to n  to  H e n r ie t t a  Jo h n a to n , F eb ru ary  2©, 1848, 
P , Jo h n s to n  to  H e n r ie t ta  Jo h n a to n , J ^ o b e r  28 , 1848,
was th e  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  th e  f o i b l e s  o f  L o u i s v i l l e  s o c i e t y .  W illiam  
W oolley , who was b u t  a few months o ld e r  th a n  Jo h n a to n ,  was a 
you th  w ith  s t r o n g  l i t e r a r y  te n d e n c ie s  and c o n s id e r a b le  t a l e n t .
He d ie d  &t  th e  age o f  tw en ty ;  and th a  te s t im o n y  o f  h ia  adm iring
c o u s in  many y e a r s  l a t e r  was t h a t  had he l i v e d ,  " t h e r e  was 
s c a r c e l y  a doub,t among h i s  a c q u a in ta n c e s  t h a t  he would have won 
much d i s t i n c t i o n . " 55 T hat young Woolley was in c l in e d  toward 
s a t i r e  f i n d s  a d d i t i o n a l  su p p o r t  in  an e n t r y  which Jo h n s to n  mode 
In  h i s  jo u r n a l  in  th e  summer o f  1348:
W ill  Woolley p u b lish ed  " I I  B ontona,"  
a b u r le s q u e  and n o t  a bad on© on L o u i s v i l l e  
s o c i e t y .  Being an opera I t  r e q u i r e d  some
t a l e n t  in  music to  a d a p t  i t  t o  h i s  v a r io u s
a i r s .  He i s  a most v e r s a t i l e  g e n iu s .^ 6
G en e ra l Jo h n s to n  d id  n o t  sh a re  h ia  s o n 's  a d m ira t io n  f o r  
W oolley, and he was s e r i o u s l y  concerned ov«r young J o h n s to n 's  
co n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  Bon Ton. a s  th e  fo l lo w in g  e x t r a c t  from a 
l e t t e r  on th e  s u b je c t  i n d i c a t e s :
I  w ro te  to  you l « s t  w in te r  t h a t  I  
was g l*d  iv. Woolley was t r y i n g  to  tu r n  
an  h o n es t penny, b u t  t h a t  he would f a l l  
and a l th o u g h  I  could  h<4ve no o b je c t io n  
t o  your c o n t r i b u t in g  a r t i c l e s  to  th e  p ap e r ,  
d iv e s te d  from a l l  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  I  s h o u ld , 
i f  c o n s u l te d ,  have m ost s t r e n u o u s ly  opposed 
a p a r tn e r s h i p —on© In  whloh th e r e  was 
every  p ro s p e c t  o f  hav ing  to  pay a l l  ex­
penses  and do th e  f i g h t i n g  to  boot* I  
commend to  you a r e - p e r u s e l  o f  G il  Bi a s *
I f  th e  p a p e r ,  conducted In  a manner^not 
to  g iv e  o f fe n s e  to  th e  p e o p le ,  w o n 't  pay 
ex p en ses , g iv e  i t  up. The f i r s t  lo s s  
ma? bo . r e p la c e d —a muoh g r e a t e r  In v o lv es  
g r e a t  d o u b t;  i t  may lead  to  ru in*
? . Johnston . The Johnstons o f  rm lisbury . p. 208.
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I f  you, s t im u la te d  by th e  ap p lau se  
o f  th e  few , d readed  by some who love  a good 
name, and h a ted  by th e  g r e a t e r  p o r t io n  of  
th e  p e o p le ,  should  p e r s i s t  in  t r y i n g  to  
keep up your paper  w ith  th e  c e r t a i n t y  o f  
l o s s ,  pe rh ap s  r u in o u s ,  your p e r t i n a c i t y  
would be p a r a l l e l l e d  by th e  o b s t in a c y  of 
th e  n o v ic e  who would throw away h i s  th o u ­
sands b e t t i n g  on th e  s i n g l e  f i g u r e ,  because  
th e  b y s ta n d e r s  (who pe rh ap s  shared  th e  lo s s  
between th em se lv es)  pronounced him f irm  and 
b o ld .
The man who t r a v e l s  In  a s tag eco ach  
and t r i e s  to  refo rm  th e  method o f  e n t e r ­
t a i n i n g  cu s to m ers ,  th e  cookery , no rm ally  
g e t s  a broken  head f o r  h i s  p e in s ;  one o r  
two jo u rn ey s  g e n e r a l ly  c o r r e c t  t h i s  f o l l y — 
There i s  no power m en ta l o r  p h y s ic a l  equal 
to  th e  t a s k ,  perhaps n o t o f  r e fo rm a t io n ,  
b u t  o f  making s o c i e ty  square  t h e i r  n o t io n s ,  
w ith  our own—Horae© w ith  h i s  keen , o la y fu l  
w i t ,  Ju v e n a l  w ith  h i s  b i t t e r  saroasm , P e te r  
th e  G rea t w ith  power over l i f e  and in  th e  
o p in io n  o f  h i s  s u b je c t s  over t h e i r  s o u ls  
a lm o s t ,  could ach iev e  no th ing*  Time i s  
t h e  t r u e  and o n ly  h o n es t  re fo rm e r—He works 
th o s e  changes which a r e  n e c e s s a ry  and so 
g e n t ly  as  t o  p re v e n t  t h e i r  b e in g  d i s a g r e e ­
ab le*  Your paper i s  to o  p e r s o n a l  entf ouch 
i s  th e  i n s a t i a b l e  a p p e t i t e  o f  m a l ic e ,  i f  I t  
were l e s s  so ,  would have b u t l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  
f o r  th o s e  who reed  i t ,  who d o n ' t  know who 
Dudley Dumps i s  and some o f  th e  o th e r s  o f  
t h a t  a r t i c l e ,  why wound u n n e c e s s a r i ly ?  Do 
you th in k  th e r e  i s  no sympathy f o r  them?
There i s —a l l  who f e a r  a s im i l a r  a t t a c k  
w i l l  make common cause  a g a in s t  you* The 
a u th o r  o f  t h a t  a r t i c l e  s u r e ly  has  been i n ­
dulged i n  h i s  i n f a n t  days in  th e  amusement 
o f  t w i r l i n g  f l i e s  on p in s —I f  t h e r e  i s  n o t 
courage  In  th e  p a r ty  a t ta c k e d  to  r e s e n t  
i t ,  i t  i s  p u s i l la n im o u s  to  a t t a c k  him. I f  
he should  r e s e n t ,  what member o f  your c l iq u e  
would be sh o t  a t  o r  perhaps k i l l e d  fo r  th e  
p le a s u r e  o f  in d u lg in g  a l i t t l e  p e t ty  m a l ic e — 
I t  i s  n o t  manly to  hold th e  fem ale p o r t io n  
o f  your community up to  r i d i c u l e .  I  am 
s u re  I  should  n o t  s le e p  soundly  i f  I  had 
caused one b i t t e r  te -s r ,  t h o '  I t  should be 
o f  rem orse , t o  be w i t t y .  That poor g i r l ' s
* 7‘V "’y  'J
f o r tu n e  h as  o re a te d  h i t t e r  envy# I f  
you have some fem ale  c o n t r ib u to r s #  The 
savage  Comanche g iv e s  v ic t im  p r i s o n e r  up 
t o  th e  women f o r  to r tu r e #
Now, why a t t a c k  P r e n t i s s ?  Have you 
asked y o u r s e l f  t h a t  q u e s t io n ?  Are th e r e  
n o t  among your a p p le u d e r s ,  who egg you on, 
th o s e  in  whom t h e r e  s t i l l  c l in g s  s f o s t e r ­
in g  arrow , who n o tw i th s ta n d in g  have n o t 
th o u g h t  f i t  t o  r i s k  t h e i r  p re c io u s  p e rso n s  
t o  r e t o r t  i t —Would th e y  or any such ig n o ­
b l e  minds c a re  how much you m ight r i s k  your 
l i f e  o r  w as te  your f o r tu n e  to  c a s t i g a t e  
t h e i r  a n c ie n t  enemy—Donf t  you know t h i s  
a s  I  do—Are you p rep ared  to  occupy th e  
u n e n v ia b le  p o s i t i o n  o f  a dupe—I  hope n o t — 
I  t h i n k  not#
You know i n s u l t s  have been q u i e t l y  
p o c k e te d ,  and i f  you know a n y th in g  o f  
human n a t u r e ,  th e  hope o f  r e t r i b u t i o n  i s  
a s  a n x io u s ly  longed f o r ,  a s  th e  M illenium  
among th e  p io u s —I f  th e  sim ple h e a r te d  
boatmen o f  e a r l y  t im es  in  Kentucky ran  in to  
what th e y  c a l l e d  a " p o c k e t ,” th e y  q u i e t l y  
backed o u t  and took  th e  r i g h t  channel#
Now my so n , i f  you th in k  you a r e  In  a poc­
k e t ,  back o u t and ta k e  th e  r i g h t  ”c h u te # T'
Your f i r s t  f e e l i n g s  on r e a d in g  my 
rem arks abou t your paper and your p o s i ­
t i o n  w i l l  be th o s e  of exceed ing  vexation#  
But i f  th e y  shou ld  have th e  e f f e c t  to  
produce a calm md un p re ju d iced  survey  
o f  your p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n ,  I  hope th e y  
may le a d  to  good f o r  you—You w i l l  b ea r  
what I  have s a id  p a t i e n t l y  when you r e ­
member t h a t  w hatever p r o f e s s io n s  a re  m de 
to  you, t h a t  I  lo v e  you more th a n  a l l  
t o g e t h e r —That I  am th e  on ly  p e rso n  in  
th e  world who would t e l l  you th e  u n d is ­
gu ised  t r u t h ,  end I  am c e r t a i n ,  th e  on ly  
one who would g iv e  h i s  l i f e  to  save  yours# 
I f  you p ro s e c u te  th e  s tudy  o f  th e  lew 
u n t i l  F eb ru a ry , 00 you w i l l  p e rc e iv e  by
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t h i s  paper  and th e n  o b ta in  your
l i c e n s e ,  you can g ra d u a te  a t  Cambridge in  
one y e a r —T his  I  hope you w i l l  do.
A f f e c t i o n a t e ly  y r s .
A* S idney  J o h n s to n .57
To t h i s  lo n g  l e t t e r  o f  ad m o n itio n , W ill ia m 1s s te p -m o th e r  
added th e  fo l lo w in g  p o s t  s c r i p t :
I f  Pa has n o t  s a id  to o  much f o f
your p a t i e n c e ,  l e t  me add a l i t t l e  by way
o f  P . S . Your p o s i t i o n  now as  e d i t o r  of
th e  Bon Ton g iv e s  Pa g r e a t  a n x ie ty  and 
d i s t r e s s ,  and I  know your g r e a t e s t  aim 
i s  to  do t h a t  o f  whioh he w i l l  approve .
I n  a d d i t i o n  to  many o th e r  t h i n g s ,  he th in k s  
t h a t  i n  e n t e r in g  l i f e  as a man, you w i l l  
n o t  have a f a i r  "show ing ."  You w i l l  be 
worn o u t and hackneyed as  an o ld  song.
You ta k e  my a d v ic e ,  though u n s o l i c i t e d ,  and 
l e t  no t a u n t s  o r  p e r s u a s io n  induce  you to  
c o n t in u e  i t .  I f  you th in k  t h a t  your b e in g  
i t s  e d i t o r  i s  n o t  known, you a r e  m is ta k e n .
Everyone knows a l l  ab o u t i t ,  you may be
a s s u re d ,  i f  i t  has reached  th e  e a rs  of 
any o f  ,your f r i e n d s  and a c q u a in ta n c e s — 
b u t  enough of t h i s .  I  w ish you would 
s tu d y  w e l l ,  and save enough to  b r in g  you 
and Henny to  see  us t h i s  f a l l ,  e re  you go 
to  Cambridge n e x t  w in te r  a s  Pa w ishes you 
t o  do.
G enera l Jo h n s to n  and h i s  w ife  d id  n o t  u n d e re s t im a te  th e
soundness o f  th e  young man’s judgm ent, nor h i s  r e s p e c t  f o r  h i s
f a t h e r ’s w ish e s .  He im m edia te ly  gave up h i s  co n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  
Bon Ton, much to  th e  r e l i e f  o f  h i s  p a r e n t s .  In  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  
h i s  d e c i s io n ,  G enera l Jo h n s to n  w ro te :
. . . Your rem arks i n  co n n ec tio n  
w ith  your r e c e n t  e n t e r p r i s e  ev in ce  g r e a t
*?7A. S . Jo h n s to n  to  W. P. Jo h n s to n ,  May 16, 1849.
° * m a .
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soundness o f  judgm ent, I  f e l t  g r e a t  
a n x ie ty  on accoun t o f  your co n n e c tio n  
w ith  t h a t  w re tched  l i t t l e  paper which 
has  been c a r r y in g  on a p r e d a to ry  w a rfa re  
a g a i n s t  th e  s o c i e t y  o f  L o u i s v i l l e ,  . . .
To t h i s  l e t t e r  Mrs# Jo h n s to n  appended a n o t?  e x p re s s in g  
h e r  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  a l s o  a t  h i s  s e p a r a t io n  from th e  p a p e r ,  which 
"would have hung by you l i k e  an u n p le a sa n t  n ig h tm a re ." 60
With I t s  main f i n a n c i a l  p rop  w ithdraw n, th e  o f fe n d in g  
jo u r n a l  d id  n o t  s u r v iv e ;  and L o u i s v i l l e  s o c ie ty  was f re e d  of 
th e  abom ina tions  o f  th e  Bon Ton, a p u b l i c a t io n  which y e a rs  
a f te rw a rd s  J o s ia h  S toddard  Jo h n s to n ,  W ill ia m ’ s lo y a l  and ad ­
m ir in g  c o u s in ,  was to  c h a r a c t e r i z e  a s  Na b r i g h t  s o c i e ty  p a p e r , " 61
J o h n s to n ’ s co n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  s h o r t - l i v e d  Bon Ton ended 
In  th e  s p r in g  o f  1849. H is f a t h e r ’ s l e t t e r s  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r ­
iod in d i c a t e  t h a t  p la n s  were be ing  made f o r  th e  young man to  
com plete  h i s  e d u c a t io n  a t  Cambridge, However, when he l e f t  
Kentucky f o r  New England in  th e  autumn o f  1850, he fo llow ed  
th e  example o f  s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  kinsmen and th e  a d v ic e  o f  h i s  
u n c le ,  V iilliam  P re s to n ,  and went to  New Haven to  p re p a re  him­
s e l f  f o r  e n t ra n c e  to  Y ele C o lleg e .
S . Jo h n s to n  to  W. p . Jo h n s to n ,  June 4 ,  1849,
60I b i | .
61J .  S toddard  J o h n s to n ,  Memorial H is to ry  of L o u i s v i l l e , Chicago, 1896, 
(3 r o l s . )  I ,  69.
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I n  August 1850, J o s i a h  S toddard  Jo h n s to n  l e f t  L o u i s v i l l e  f o r  
T e le  C o l l e g e a n d  in  October  of t h a t  y e a r ,  William wrote  h i s  s i s ­
t e r  t h a t  he to o  was l e a v in g  L o u i s v i l l e  to  a t t e n d  th e  seme school*2 
Through th e  s a l e  of a sm a l l  p i e c e  o f  p ro p e r ty  he r e c e iv e d  money 
enough t o  d e f r a y  th e  expenses  of  th e  c u r r e n t  c o l l e g e  s e s s io n ;  and 
f o l lo w in g  the  ad v ice  of h i s  u n c l e ,  William P r e s to n ,  he d ep a r ted  
f o r  Y a le .  He a r r i v e d  a t  Hew Haven in  November and devoted s e v e r a l  
months t o  i n t e n s i v e  s tudy  under  the  d i r e c t i o n  of t u t o r s ,  i n  p re p a ­
r a t i o n  f o r  e n t ra n c e  t o  th e  co l lege*  I n  A p r i l ,  1851, he wrote  h i s  
s i s t e r  t h a t  he was about t o  ta k e  h i s  exam ina t ions  In the  c l a s s i c a l  
l a n g u ag es .  That he was r e a s o n ab ly  a s su re d  as  t o  th e  outcome i s  ap­
p a r e n t  from th e  fo l lo w in g  e x t r a c t  from the l e t t e r :
I  su .pose  they  w i l l  look w ise ,  c a tc h  me i n  
f i f t y  m is ta k e s ,  and f i n a l l y  l e t  ine i n .  I f  I  can­
n o t ,  however, I  have th e  c o n s o la t i o n  of hea r ing  
my t u t o r  (a c o l l e g e  o f f i c e r )  say t h a t  I  read  L a t i n  
b e t t e r  th a n  any young men he ever  saw from the  
West. So I  w i l l  know I  am no t  an ignoramus in  
t h a t  a t  l e a s t . 3
I n  the  same l e t t e r ,  Johns ton  wrote a l s o  concern ing  th e  ty p e s  
of d i v e r s i o n s  i n  New Haven:
F. Jo h n s to n  t o  H e n r i e t t a  Jo h n s to n ,  August 11, 1650.
2I b l d . f October £7, i850.
5I b l d . . A p r i l  4 , 1851.
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T here a r e  any number o f  c o n c e r ts  h e r e ,
E th io p ia n ,  Beethoven, B rass  Band, H u tch in so n , 
e t c ,  b e s id e s  Book A u c tio n s ,  S hakespeare  Head­
in g s  and a l l  th e  amusements ex c ep t  T h e a t re s ,  
w hich B lue Laws fo rb id * * * E v e ry th in g  i s  a s  s tu p id  
and d e l i g h t f u l  a s  h e a r t  cou ld  wish* T here  a r e  
r e v i v a l s  h e re  a s  w e l l  a s  a t  D a n v il le .* 8
I n  view  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  was w r i t t e n  a l i t t l e  more
th a n  two y e a r s  b e fo re  Jo h n s to n 1s m a r r ia g e ,  h i s  s ta te m e n t  t h e r e i n
\
concern ing  h i s  l a c k  o f  s e r io u s  i n t e r e s t  i n  g i r l s  i s  am using. "There 
i s  n o t  a g i r l  i n  t h e  w orld  I  would snap my f i n g e r  t o  m a rry ,"  he 
d e c la r e s ;  " I  n ev e r  saw one I  would m arry , (though I  was t e r r i b l y  
s m i t te n  w ith  B e t ty  S an d e rs ,  and one o r  two o th e r s  i n  my v erdanoy) "*5 
On May 10, 1851, W illiam  e n te re d  Y ale  C d llege  in  th e  t h i r d  te rm  
o f  t h e  J u n io r  yea r*^  One of h i s  c o u s in s ,  W illiam  S toddard  Jo h n s to n ,  
th e  son  o f  S e n a to r  Jo h n s to n  o f  L o u is ia n a ;had g ra d u a te d  t h e r e  i n  
1834;7 and two o th e r  c o u s in s ,  J o s i a h  S toddard  Jo h n s to n  th e  second, 
o f  K entucky, end R a n d a ll  Lee Gibson o f  L o u is ia n a ,  were W illiam ’ s  
c o l le g e  m a te s .8 The f i r s t  o f  th e s e  d ie d  i n  1839 ;9 b u t  w i th  th e  
l a t t e r  two he en joyed  l i f e - l o n g  f r i e n d s h ip s  which were o f  g r e a t  
im portance  i n  h i s  c a r e e r .
Ib id#
5 lb i& «
^ S t a t i s t i c s . C lass  o f  1852 o f  Y ale C o l le g e . 1855. p .4 2 -
^B lo ^ ra p h lc a l  N o tic e s  o f  G raduates  o f  Y ale  C o l le g e . 1816-1884. 
^ F a c u l ty  R eco rds . Y a le  C o l le g e ,  1852; and C la ss  Book (Y a le ) ,  1853* 
^B lo g ra p h lo a l  N o tic e s  of G radua tes  of Y ale  C o l le g e . 1816-1884#
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On December 13 , 1651, he a g a in  e n r o l le d  in  Y ale f o r  th e  f i n a l  
y e a r  o f  h i s  c o l l e g e  c o u r s e .* 0 a l th o u g h  he was th e  l a s t  man t o  
e n t e r  th e  © lass** which g rad u a ted  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  s p r in g ,  and 
a l th o u g h  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  c o l le g e  were r ig o r o u s ,  he q u ic k ly  
gave ev id en ce  o f  h i s  f i n e  a b i l i t y  a s  a s t u d e n t .  The system  o f  
e d u c a t io n  a t  Y ale  was s te a d y  and c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  and th e  s c h o la r ly  
a tm osphere o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was perm eated w i th  P u r i t a n i c  s e v e r i t y  
o f  d i s c i p l i n e  and orthodoxy  o f  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h .  However, th e  o ld  
o o l le g e  c u r r ic u lu m , w ith  i t s  f ix e d  program o f  s t u d i e s ,  was y ie ld in g  
t o  th e  demands o f  th e  e l e c t i v e  system , which m o d i f ic a t io n  and 
exp an s io n  was moving th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  In  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  r e a l  
u n i v e r s i t y . * 2
The c l a s s  which Jo h n s to n  jo in e d  co n ta in e d  many men o f  marked 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  fo rc e  and e x e c u t iv e  a b i l i t y .  Two of th e  number, b e ­
s id e s  h im s e l f ,  became u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s id e n t s :  D an ie l C. Gilman
became p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  and l a t e r  o f  Johns 
Hopkins; and Homer B. S p rague , on© o f  J o h n s to n 's  r i v a l s  f o r  honors 
i n  w r i t i n g ,  became p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  of N orth  Dakota.
Henry McCormick became a l a r g e  i ro n  m a n u fa c tu re r  in  P e n n s y lv a n ia , 
and J o h n s to n 's  on ly  so n , w h ile  w orking in  th e  f i rm  of t h i s  form er 
c la s sm a te  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ,  d ie d  a t  th e  age o f  tw e n ty - fo u r .  W illiam  M. 
S tew a r t  became a U nited  U ta te a  s e n a to r  f o r  Nevada. The c l a s s  a l s o  
in c lu d ed  men who became members o f  C ongress , judges of s t a t e  supreme 
c o u r t s ,  prom inent m i n i s t e r s ,  and o o l le g e  p ro fe sso rs .* ®
*° M a t r l c u la t io n  Book. Y ale C o l le g e ,  December 13, 1651. 
l lR ecord  of th e  C la ss  o f  1658. Yale C o l le g e , 1878, p . 73 
l a C o o ra r . p  ~
xaBeoor<l o f  t£ e  Claga o£ J.BS3 o f  Yale C o l l a t e .  1887, pp . 16-37.
Among th e  members o f  the  l a s t  group was Jacob Cooper, p r o f e s s o r  a t  
Centre  C o l lege  end e t  K u tgers .  He wes a f r i e n d  and adm ire r  o f  John­
s t o n ,  and l a t e  i n  l i f e  w ro te  e b r i e f  bu t  glowing b i o g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h  
o f  him* At th e  c o l l e g e  a l s o ,  in  the  c l a s s  j u s t  below J o h n s t o n ' s ,  
was Andrew D. W hite ,  who became the  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  of  C orne l l  
U n i v e r s i t y .  He and Gilman and J o h n s to n ,  a l l  t h r e e  of  whom were t o  
be p r e s i d e n t s  end g u id in g  s p i r i t s  in  the  founding of t h r e e  American 
u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  were b rough t  i n t o  c lo s e  companionship e t  Yele th rough  
t h e i r  membership i n  the  same s e n io r  f r a t e r n i t y . 14
J o h n s t o n ' s  s c h o la r s h ip  was g r e a t l y  s t r e n g th e n e d  by the  s c h o la s ­
t i c  r e q u i r e m e n ts  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  where such tho rough-go ing  s c h o la r s  
and t e a c h e r s  as  P r e s i d e n t  Woolsey and P r o f e s s o r s  T ha tcher  and Hadley 
p la c e d  i n s i s t e n t  emphasis upon accuracy  end com ple teness .  His range 
of s tu d y ,  which was a l r e a d y  wide,  was much ex tended;  and a l though  
th e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  h i s  z e a l  d id  no t  p la c e  him i n  t h a t  c l a s s  of c lo se  
s t u d e n t s  who were termed p o l e s , he d id  h i s  work w e l l ,  ranked w ith  
th e  top  co m p e t i to rs  in  the  c l a s s ,  and won "a s  high a grade as  was 
p e r m i t t e d  by the s t r i c t  u sages  of Y ale ,  in  the  case of th o se  who 
e n t e r  as  l a t e  as  th e  middle o f  the  J u n i o r  y e a r . " 15 His average f o r  
the  one and o n e - t h i r d  s e s s io n s  a t  Yale was 2 .997 .  The h i g h e s t  mark 
i n  th e  c l e e s  was 3 .5 9  end the  lo w e s t  1 . 9 2 .3-6
The f a c u l t y  of  the  c o l l e g e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  the  P r e s i d e n t ;  a P ro ­
f e s s o r  of Chem istry ,  Minera logy, and Geology; a P r o f e s s o r  of  the 
L a t i n  Languege end L i t e r a t u r e ;  e P r o f e s s o r  of M athematics ,  N a tu ra l
i^C ooper ,  p. 9.
152 H 7Tpp. 10-12.
16Book of A verages . T e le  C o l lege ,  1851, 1852.
P h i lo s o p h y ,  and Astronomy; a P ro f e s s o r  of  D iv in i t y ;  a P r o f e s s o r  of  
R h e to r ic  and O ra to ry ;  a P r o f e s s o r  of  the  Greek Language and L i t e r a ­
t u r e ;  and seven t u t o r s .  The th r e e  younger c l a s s e s  were i n s t r u c t e d  
by the  p r o f e s s o r s  and t u t o r s ;  th e  S en io r  C lass  by th e  P r e s i d e n t  and 
the  p r o f e s s o r s .  The course  of  s tu d y  f o r  th e  j u n i o r  and s e n i o r  y e a r s  
was as  f o l lo w s :
JUNIOR CLASS
Cicero  de O ra to r e ,  f i n i s h e d .
I  T a c i t u s ,  begun.
Graeca Mejore ,  con t inued
O lmsted’ s N a tu ra l  F h i losophy  and Mechanics.
T a c i t u s :  The H is to r y ;  Manners o f  the  Germans; and A g r io o la .
I I  Graeca M ajora ,  c o n t in u ed .
N a tu r a l  P h i lo so p h y ,  f i n i s h e d  and reviewed.
Astronomy.
Hedge’ s Logic 
I I I  T y t l e r ’ s H i s to r y .
F lu x io n s .
Homer’ s I l i a d .  a t  the  o p t io n  of the  s tu d e n t .
Hebrew, French,  or  Spanish .
SENIOR CLASS
B l a i r ’ s R h e to r i c .
StewartTs Ph i losophy  of th e  Mind.
I  Brown's * do.
P a l e y ' s  Moral P h i lo sophy .
Greek and L a t i n .
P a l e y ' s  N a tu ra l  Theology.
I I  Evidence of C h r i s t i a n i t y .
Greek and L a t i n .
I l l  Say’ s P o l i t i c a l  Economy.
The c a t a l o g  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  a course  of l e c t u r e s  on the  o r a t i o n  of 
Demosthenes f o r  th e  crown, was d e l iv e r e d  to  the members of th e  
s e n io r  c l a s s ;  t h a t  th e  J u n i o r  and S en io r  c l a s s e s  engaged in  " f o r e n s i c
4*
d i s p u t a t i o n s *  once o r  tw ice  a  week b e fo re  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t o r s s  and 
t h a t  t h e r e  were f r e q u e n t  e x e r c i s e s  In  d e c la m a tio n  b e fo re  th e  f a c u l t y  
and s t u d e n t s . 17
T hat Jo hnston  was s t r o n g ly  I n t e r e s t e d  in  p o l i t i c a l  economy and 
l i t e r a t u r e  i s  e v id e n t  from th e  honors  which he won in  h i s  s e n io r  
y ea r*  In  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of awards a t  th e  c lo s e  of th e  s e s s io n ,  
he r e c e iv e d  th e  C la rk  premium f o r  h i s  e s s a y ,  " p o l i t i c a l  A bstrac tion-*  
i s t s . "  T h is  was th e  second p la c e  award, th e  f i r s t  honor, which was 
known as  th e  D eForeat p r i z e ,  go ing  to  Homer B. Sprague . Johnston  
and Sprague were a l s o  among th e  f i v e  w inners  o f  th e  Townsend premiums 
f o r  e s s a y s  In  th e  f i e l d  o f  l i t e r a t u r e . 18
W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n ’s name ap p e a rs  on th e  l i s t  o f  members 
o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  f r a t e r n i t i e s  end s o c i e t i e s t Kappa Sigma % s i l o n i 3' 9 
Kappa D e l ta  E p s i lo n ,  which had been founded a t  T a le  in  1B44;88 and 
th e  S k u l l  and B ones,81 one o f  th e  s e n io r  s o c i e t i e s ,  which had been 
founded a t  T a le  i n  1858 by f i f t e e n  members o f  th e  c l a s s  o f  1855,
because  o f  "some i n j u s t i c e  in  th e  p h i  Beta Kappa E le c t  io n s* 1,88 He 
was a l s o  a  member o f  th e  G a ll io p e a n  S o c i e t y ,23 th e  youngest o f  th e
^nC ataloa*  Y ale  C o l le g e .  1851.
18r a ' l e ,'£ l€ e ra rY  « ag aa ln 4 , June , 1852, p .  874 .
^ S u p p le m e n t t o  j&ft K ip th  Record &£ th e  Claaja pff 1858,  Y aje C o llege  r 
on10OO, p .  26.
® ?X biaL p . 26.
33.
22r b i a f  p .  24-
gaYal* L i t e r a r y  Msfsnzlnc,  XVII, 100.1 **62,  ̂ p* 79,
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l i t e r a r y  sooiefc iea*  which was "S o u th e rn 11 in  i t s  complexion# end
which o n ly  s tu d e n t s  from  th e  Southern# Middle* and W estern S ta te *  
were ex p e c ted  to  Join* O ccas io n a lly *  however* a Hew England man 
waa a d m i t t e d .24
T h is  d i s p o s i t i o n  on th e  p a r t  o f  S ou thern  s tu d e n t*  t o  make o f  
t h e i r  s o c i e t y  a  s e c t i o n a l  u n i t  a p p a re n t ly  I n s p i r e d  no d i s f a v o r  on 
th e  p a r t  o f  th e  o th e r  o o l le g e  men*
A lthough much of h i s  t im e was occup ied  w i th  h i s  c o l le g e  c o u rse s  
and w ith  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  of e x e r c i s e s  f o r  l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t i e s *  John* 
stem found some tim e f o r  th e  enjoyment of su ch  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
a s  r id in g *  s a i l i n g ^  In  th e  h a rbo r  when th e  se a  was calm* and fe n c in g  
w ith  th e  sm a ll sw o rd .  In  a  p l a y f u l  manner# which was common w ith
him i n  h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  h i s  s i s t e r *  he ex p la in ed  h i s  I n t e r e s t  i n  th e  
l a t t e r  e x e rc is e *  "Hot t h a t  X ev e r  ex p e c t t o  p in k  my gentleman** 
d o u b le t ,  b u t because i t  l a  a g ra c e fu l#  g en te e l*  and d e v e lo p in g  e x e r ­
c i s e . "  He d e c la r e d  a l s o  t h a t  he would ta k e  up th e  broadsw ord, upon 
th e  recommendation o f  one of h i s  u n c les*  and t h a t  he would l e a r n  
boxing* "which i s  n o t  so  g e n te e l  b u t more u s e f u l , " 28
In  th e  same l e t t e r *  Jo h n s to n  p r e s e n t s  a p i c t u r e  o f  h im self*  
which* a l th o u g h  w r i t t e n  in  a humorous manner* may be c o n s id e re d  a s  
a r a t h e r  a c c u ra te  d e l i n e a t i o n  $
u n c le  W ill  w ishes me t o  x*eturtt t h i s  summer 
to  "see  how th e  fe l lo w  lo o k s •"  I f  t h a t  l a  a l l ,  
t o l l  him I  look  s u p e rb ly .  X have tak en  to  cirose- 
j i n g  b e t t e r *  X f in d  such  a l i n e  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  
^here* 1 had to  f a l l  i n  w i th  th e  o ld  customs*
The good s c h o la r s  never even wear c le a n  s h i r t s *  
th e y  a re  always down a t  th e  hee l#  and don*t 
comb t h e i r  h e i r .  I t  can be t o l e r a t e d  in  them*
g4Supplement t o  n i n t h  Hecord o f  th e  C lass  o f  1852* Y ale  College* p .  25* 
25
W. p . Johnston to  H enrietta  Johnston# May 1851.
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b u t not In  me. who am on ly  a moderado. So I  
p u t on g r e a t  d i g n i t y ,  d r e s s  p r e t t y  w e l l ,  and 
In  f a c t ,  s e t  th e  f a s h io n  f o r  my c l a s s .  1 have 
b u t  one r i v a l ,  a son of L. B u s te r  King, once 
of  G eorg ia , now of C a l i f o r n i a .  Hla watch ch a in s  
o f  pure  C a l i f o r n i a  g o ld , o f  c o u rse ,  e c l ip s e  me, 
b u t I  p u t  on an a i r  of unconsc ious m a g n if icen ce ,
pay g r e a t  r e g a rd  to  my c r a v a t s ,  g lo v e s ,  and th e
cu t of my c o a t ,  and so  I  f o r c e  him to  y i e ld  In
some r e s p e c t s ,  bu t more th an  a l l ,  I  am s ix  f e e t ,  
one, w h ile  he la  f i v e  f e e t ,  two. f e l l  TTncle p 
W ill  I  am s p le n d id ,  and a g r e a t  man in  c o l l e g e .  b
in  h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  h id  s i s t e r ,  Johnston  re c o rd s  many o th e r  i n ­
t e r e s t  In g r c irc u m sta n ces  connected  w ith  h i s  l i f e  as a s tu d e n t  a t  
y a l e  G o lie g e .  A few of them a re  a s  fo l lo w s  $ Mrs. E l i a a  G i lp in  o f
iP h i l a d e lp h ia ,  th e  widow of h is  f a t h e r 1a o ld e s t  b r o th e r ,  S ena to r  
J o s la h  S . - J o h n s to n  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  s e n t  him a c o r d i a l  and p r e s s in g
0*7
I n v i t a t i o n  to  spend a v a c a t io n  p e r io d  in  h e r  hoMe$ on one o cc as io n  
a t  l e a s t ,  when he was asked to  apeak ex tem poraneously  ini a d e b a te ,  
he d e l iv e r e d  h i s  speech  w ith  such power as t o  win th e  acc la im  o f  
a l a r g e  aud ience  assem bled In th e  c o l le g e  - c h a p e l ;  28 he s u f f e re d  a 
h arrow ing  e x p e r ie n c e  when th e  lake  s te a m e r ,  upon which he and
s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  r e l a t i v e s  were t r a v e l i n g  from C leveland  to  B u ffa lo ,
on
was caugh t in  a t e r r i f i c  s to rm  and a lm ost capsl& ed; and he en­
joyed th e  in t im a te  companionship of  h la  c o u s in ,  J o s la h  S toddard  
Jo h n s to n , who was h i s  c o l le g e  r o o m m a t e .
In  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  March, 1852, he w rote h i s  s i s t e r ,  who
was v i s i t i n g  w ith  h e r  f a t h e r 1 s fa m ily  i n 1! exsa?
26
W# p .  Johnston  to  H e n r ie t t a  Jo h n s to n , A p r i l  18, 1852.
28w. p .  Johnston  to  H e n r ie t ta  Jo h n s to n , December 14, 1851.
2 % .  p .  Johnston  to  H e n r ie t t a  Jo h n s to n , September 13, 1851.
P. Johnston  to  H e n r ie t ta  Jo h n s to n , November 15, 1851.
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You have hoard from Ma o f  S to d d a rd 's  p u n is h -  
m e a t ,  as I t  l a  tem porary* and f o r  an o ffense*
In v o lv in g  no m ora l wrong, I  do n o t f e e l  much d i s ­
t r e s s e d  by i t *  1 lo c k  upon i t  a s  u p a r t  o f  th e  
fo r tu n e  o f  war
The c irc u m sta n ce  r e f e r r e d  was th e  auapena ion  o f  j o s l a h  S toddard  
Johnston  fro® o o l le g e ,  f o r  what th e  f a c u l t y  term ed th e  "B e ll  S c r a p e ,11 
th e  young man hav ing  been apprehended w ith  t h r e e  o f  h i s  sc h o o l mates 
as th e y  were "about t o  perfo rm  on th e  o o l le g e  B e l l . " 3® on June 2 
o f  t h a t  y e a r  th e  f a c u l t y  f a i l e d  t o  g r a n t  th e  p e t i t i o n  o f  W illiam  
p r e s to n  Jo h n s to n  " f o r  th e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of h i s  c o u s in " ;33 b u t by a 
v o te  o f  th e  f a c u l t y  l a t e r  i n  th e  summer, he was r e - a d m i t te d ,  and 
g rad u a ted  w ith  th e  c l a s s  of 1853.
W il l ia m  P re s to n  Johnston*a o th e r  c o u s in  and c o l le g e  mate,
Hands11 Lee Gibson o f  L o u is ia n a ,  to o k  a prom inent p a r t  In  th e  s tu d e n t  
a c t i v i t i e s  a t  Y a le .  He was p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  C a l l io p e a n  S o c ie ty  in  
1852; and as  a s tu d e n t  he a p p a re n t ly  m a n ife s te d  th o se  q u a l i t i e s  o f  
p e r s o n a l i t y ,  w hich, In  l a t e r  l i f e  were a s s o c ia te d  w ith  t h i s  g i f t e d  
and d i s t in g u i s h e d  c i t i z e n  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  a r e p o r t e r  f o r  th e  c o l le g e  
magazine r e c o rd s  t h a t  a t  a  s tu d e n t  c e l e b r a t i o n  known as th e  Spoon 
E x h ib i t io n ,  "The c h a i r  was occupied  by Mr. R a n d a ll  L. Gibson o f  
L o u is ia n a ,  whose g ra ce  and d i g n i t y  a s  a p r e s id in g  o f f i c e r ,  c e r t a i n l y  
added much t o  th e  p le a s u r a b le  e f f e c t  o f  th e  e x h i b i t i o n . " 3 ^
p .  Johnston  to  H e n r ie t t a  Jo h n s to n , March 31, 1852.
§ § F acu lty  R ecords, Y ale  C o lle g e ,  March 17, 1852.
33 I b i d . , June 2* 1052•
34 f g g r l , JUly 14, 1852.
S5B io £ ra p h ic a l  H o tlces  o f  th e  G raduates o f  Y ale C o lleges  1816-1884. 
x a le  L i t e r a r y  M agazine, v o l • XVII, 1 0 G l - o 2 ,p • 274.
Gibson was a l s o  a member o f  th e  boa t crew of h i s  c la s s *  Each c l a s s  
had a b o a t , th e  crews o f  which wore d i s t i n c t i v e  u n ifo rm s; and th e  
e d i t o r  of th e  c o l le g e  magazine r e f e r r e d  t o  th e s e  b o a ts  as th e
"Yale Havy?"3^ Between Gibson and Jo h n s to n , th e r e  was th e  s t r o n g ­
e s t  R e e l in g  o f  f r i e n d s h i p ;  t h e i r  co rrespondence  covered  many y ea rs  
and th e  s e r v ic e s  re n d e re d  Johnston  by h i s  c o u s in  were of v i t a l  im­
p o r ta n c e ,  as subsequen t pages of t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  r e v e a l . 2̂
The c o n g e n ia l  n a tu re  o f  W ill iam ’s r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w ith  h i s  f e l lo w -  
s tu d e n ts  and th e  warmth o f  h i s  f r i e n d s h ip  f o r  them i s  In d ic a te d  in  
th e  fo l lo w in g  s e n tim e n ts  which he in s c r ib e d  in  th e  au to g ra p h  books 
o f  two of h i s  c la s s -m a te s#  The l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  e x p re s s io n  con­
c e rn in g  J .  S . Mygatt r e a d s :
I t  would be s u p e r f lu o u s  to  a l lu d e  t o  y^ur 
a t r o c io u s  w i t t i c i s m s ,  which shou ld  have long  
ago consigned  you to  th e  p u n - l t e n t l a r y # P erm it 
me t o  acco rd  you h e re ,  my d e a r  Fellow , Jok ing
a s id e ,  th e  h ig h  re g a rd  in  which I  ho ld  you now
and th e  a f f e c t i o n a t e  remembrance i n  which I 
s h a l l  esteem  you h e r e a f t e r #  That a l l  th e  b l e s s ­
in g s  you so r i c h l y  d e se rv e  may f a l l  to  your l o t  
i s  th e  s in c e r e  w ish of your f r i e n d  and c la s s m a te .
Wm# p r e s to n  J o h n s to n .40 
In  th e  au to g ra p h  book o f  an o th e r  c la s sm a te ,  W. B« B oss, he
w rote w i th  e q u a l  a f f e c t i o n :
You a re  one o f  th e  few -the  chosen few o f  
c o l l e g e , -  to  whom my h e a r t  has c lung , and w i l l
37
I b l d ^ p .  271.
3 8-------Ib id . . . p .  317.
39The p a p e rs  o f  W. p# Johnston  In c lu d e  sc o re s  of l e t t e r s  from R. L. 
G ibson, d a t in g  from th e  e a r l y  war p e r io d  to  alm ost th e  d a te  o f  
G ibson’s d e a th ,  December 15# 1892.
40
A utograph Album o f  G. S . H y g a tt ,  C lass  o f  1852, Yale C o lle g e ,  (Y ale 
L ib r a r y ) .
c l in g *  1 do  n o t  b r in g  l i p - o f f e r i n g a  t o  a f r i e n d ,
«o I  w i l l  b a r e ly  t e l l  you, I  am proud to  ra n k
you among th e  f I r a t  o f  my f r i e n d s , -  th e  n e a re s t*
Nerve y o u r  i r o n  w i l l ,  and w ith  s t o u t  h e a r t s ,  m  
may y e t  meet aa  men.  I t  I s  ha rd  t o  say  "Good Bye*”
1 am y o u r  f r i e n d  
$ta. P re s to n  Johnston*41
D uring  h i s  r e s id e n c e  i n  New Haven, Johnston  was o f t e n  in  th e
home o f  H iss Boss Duncan and h e r  mother* Mrs* Duncan was th e  widow
o f  judge John N icho lson  Dunoon o f  New O rle a n s ;  and a f t e r  th e  d e a th  
o f  h e r  husband , she  moved w ith  h e r  fa m ily  t o  New Buven, where some 
of h e r  r e l a t i v e s  l i v e d .  J o h n s to n fa In tim acy  w ith  th e  fam ily  c u l ­
m inated  a few months a f t e r  h i s  g r a d u a t io n  from Y ale  i n  h i s  m a rr iag e  
w ith  Rosa Duncan, a  un ion  which was marked by In te n s e  d e v o t io n  on
th e  p a r t  o f  husband and w ife  th ro u g h  many e v e n t f u l  ana o f te n  t r y i n g
y e a r s .
E a r ly  In  h i s  s o jo u rn  in  New Haven he w rote  to  h i s  s i s t e r  t h a t
he " d e a r ly  lo v e d "  Mrs* Duncan and h e r  d a u g h te r ,  and t h a t  Rosa would
be s o r e ly  m issed  by him when she l e f t  New Haven f o r  an I n d e f i n i t e  
v i s i t  w ith  r e l a t i v e s  in  p ro v id e n c e .48 in  th e  s p r in g  o f  th e  fo l lo w ­
in g  y e a r  when th e  young man s u f f e re d  a s e v e re  a t t a c k  o f  b i l i o u s  
f e v e r ,  Mrs. Duncan had him b ro u g h t t o  h e r  home, where he re c o rd s  In  
a somewhat i r r e g u l a r  s c r i p t  d u r in g  h i s  conva lescence  t h a t  he has 
grown " p a s s io n a te ly  fond o f  g r u e l"  and t h a t  he "had th e  tc n d e r o a t  
n u r s in g  and most u n r e m i t t in g  c a r e ,  and r a t h e r  fancy  be ing  s ic k  a s  
91 lu x u ry  and r e l i e f  from c o l le g e  d u ty * ,,4S
A utograph Album o f  W. B* R oss, C lass  o f  1862, Yale C o l le g e .  (Yale L ib .
f & *  Pm Johnston  to  H e n r ie t ta  Jo h n s to n , November IS* 1861.
W. p* Johnston  to  H e n r ie t ta  Jo h n s to n ,  May 27, 1662*
There  a re  many ev id en ces  I n  J o h n s to n ’s jo u r n a l  w h ile  he was a 
s tu d e n t  a t  th e  W estern  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  and I n  h i s  co rresp o n d en ce  
th ro u g h o u t h i s  c o l l e g e  c a r e e r  t h a t  th e  young man was o f t e n  d e p re s sed  
by th e  h a rd  c o n d i t io n  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  and h la  fa m ily  I n  T exas, as 
G enera l Jo h n s to n  sought w i th  l i t t l e  a s s i s t a n c e  and under a heavy 
b u rden  o f  deb t*  t o  b r in g  a l iv e l ih o o d  from th e  undeveloped t r a c t  
which was known as th e  China Grove p la n ta t io n *  How genuine t h i s  
co n cern  was* i s  e v id e n t  from th e  generous a s s i s t a n c e  w hich th e  son  
l a t e r  gave h i s  f a t h e r  a t  a tim e when th e  s i t u a t i o n  was th e  most 
c r i t i c a l *
I n  th e  s p r in g  o f  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  a t  th e  I n s t i t u t e  Jo h n s to n  w ro te  
i n  h i s  jo u r n a l  t h a t  i f  some arrangem ent were n o t  made f o r  th e  r e l i e f  
o f  h ie  f a th e r*  he would le av e  c o l le g e  a t  th e  end o f  th e  se ss io n *  and 
se e k  to  a s s i s t  hlm«44 I n  a  l e t t e r  to  h i s  s i s t e r *  w r i t t e n  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h i s  en try*  he ex p ressed  th e  same f e e l in g  and d e te rm in a t io n !
My f a t h e r  w a s t in g  h i s  p re c io u s  en e rg ie s*
I n  a b u rn in g  e o t t o n - f i e l d  o f  T exas, - o u r  a f ­
f e c t i o n a t e  mother* d ep r iv ed  o f  th o se  com forts* 
t o  which she has been  accustom ed,-you se e  a l l  
o f  th is *  and I  m yse lf  know i t *  and y e t  I  am 
e a s i l y  s tu d y in g  and l i v i n g  o f f  o f  what should 
be keep ing  him from manual l a b o r * .* i f  some a r ­
rangement la  no t made* o r  some p ro p e r ty  sold*
I  w i l l  go i n t o  some b u s in ess*  and a t  l e a s t  
su p p o r t  m yse lf
T hat h i s  concern  f o r  h i s  f a th e r * s  fam ily  underwent no d im in u t io n  
th ro u g h  th e  p a s s in g  o f  t im e  o r  b ecause  o f  h i s  o c c u p a t io n  w ith  a c t i v ­
i t i e s  a t  Yale* I s  a p p a re n t  from a l e t t e r  w hich he w ro te  to  h i s  s i s t e r *  
d u r in g  h la  f i r s t  te rm  a t  th e  Hew Haven c o l le g e  * Added t o  t h i s  oon-
J o u r n a l  o f  W. P. Johnston* March 24 , 1848*
4 5
W* P* Johnston to  H en rietta  Johnston* March 26* 1848*
49
o ern  were h i s  own y e a rn in g  f o r  a  v i s i t  t o  th e  Texas home and a 
d e s i r e  t h a t  H e n r i e t t a  shou ld  sh a re  h is  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  t h e i r i b s t e r -  
mother*
X w ish  t h a t  n ex t w in te r  I  could  go w ith  you; 
t o  Texas* You w i l l  f in d  i t s  g e n i a l ,  sunny w in te r  
w e a th e r  q u i t£  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  howling b l a s t s ,  
s lo s h in g  snows, and o v e r c a s t  s k ie s  of  a &y. De­
cem ber^  Then th e  long  r i d e s  on f lo w ery  p r a i r i e s ,  
on th e  E a s i e s t  and g e n t l e s t  of In d ia n  p o n ie s ,  and 
t h e  f i n e  f r u i t s  and p le a s a n t  t o l k s ,  and an oc­
c a s io n a l  a la rm  o f  I n d ia n s .  (You know you a re  
s a f e ,  a s  t h e r e  i s  a g a r r i s o n  t h e r e ) .  You w i l l  
f in d  to o  a k in d  and a f f e c t i o n a t e  h e a r t  In  t o  and 
one t h a t  y ea rn s  tow ard you. W rite  to  Ma as  a
d a u g h te r .  I f  you w ish  to  p le a s e  me and make me
e x c e e d in g ly  happy. Poor t o ,  what t r o u b le s  she 
and Pa have to  b e a r .  She i s  n o t  on ly  a f f l i c t e d  
by th e  l o s s  o f  h er  l i t t l e  g i r l ,  bu t S id*s  fo o t  
c o n t in u e s  b ad , and Pa s u f f e r s  under th e  c o n sc io u s ­
n e s s  o f  h i s  heavy p e c u n ia ry  m is fo r tu n e s .  Under 
such  c irc u m sta n c es  what a  s t r u g g le  i t  must be t o  
keep up h e r  c h e e r fu ln e s s  and c o u ra g e .46
From p re c e d in g  pages in  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  i t  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  John­
s to n  had a deep a f f e c t i o n  f o r  th e  members of h i s  f a m ily .  His love 
f o r  h i s  f a t h e r  was rem arkab ly  in te n s e ;  and h i s  f e e l i n g  f o r  h i s  s t e p ­
m o th e r ,  f o r  h i s  grandm other P r e s to n ,  f o r  W illiam  P re s to n ,  h i s  m o th e r ’s 
b r o t h e r ,  who was a lm ost a second f a t h e r  t o  him, and f o r  many o f  h i s  
o th e r  r e l a t i v e s  was warm and s i n c e r e .  For h i s  younger s i s t e r ,  Hen­
r i e t t a ,  who w i th  h im s e l f ,  com prised th e  o f f s p r in g  o f  h is  f a t h e r ’s
f i r s t  m a r r ia g e ,  Jo h n s to n  had a love  and r e s p e c t ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  of
w hich approached th e  h ig h e s t  p o s s ib le  degree of b r o th e r ly  a f f e c t i o n .  
His many l e t t e r s  to  h e r ,  a l th o u g h  o f te n  anim ated w i th  p la y f u l  humor 
and a t  t im es  lad en  w i th  o v e r - s e r io u s  c o u n s e l ,  b re a th e  a s in c e r e  
te n d e rn e s s  and e a r n e s t  s o l i c i t u d e ;  and t h i s  f e e l i n g  on h is  p a r t  was 
f u l l y  r e c i p r o c a t e d .  One m a t te r  o f  concern  w ith  th e  young man was
46W.P. Johnston to  H en rietta  Johnston, June 15, 1861.
50
t h a t  h la  s l a t e r  shou ld  s h a re  h i s  own deep f e e l i n g  f o r  t h e i r  s t e p ­
m othe r; and th e  e a r n e s t  r e f e r e n c e s  to  th e  s u b je c t  c o n ta in e d  i n  some 
o f  h la  l e t t e r s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h e r  f e e l in g s  were a t  f i r s t  no t n e a r ly  
so  warn as h i s  own f o r  G enera l J o h n s to n 's  second w if e - a  c ircu m stan ce  
which need n o t  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  any h o s t i l i t y  on th e  g i r l ' s  p a r t ,  
b u t  may be accoun ted  f o r  by th e  absence  o f  an  in t im a te  c o n ta c t  w i th  
h e r  f a t h e r ' s  f a m i ly ,  such  as h e r  b r o th e r  had enjoyed.K n th e  e a r l y  
p a r t  o f  1852, H e n r ie t t a  journeyed to  A u s tin ,  Texas, f o r  a v i s i t  w ith  
g e n e ra l  Jo h n s to n  and h i s  f a m i l y . 47 A lthough h e r  su rro u n d in g s  and 
program o f  a c t i v i t i e s  th e r e  d i f f e r e d  w id e ly  from what she was ac­
customed to  i n  h e r  Kentucky home, th e  v i s i t  was a p p a re n t ly  a happy 
one f o r  a l l  concerned ; and no one was h a p p ie r  o v e r  i t  th a n  th e  
b r o th e r  i n  New Haven.
The fo l lo w in g  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by Jo h n s to n  to  h i s  s i s t e r  d u r in g  
th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  h e r  s ta y  i n  A ustin  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  no t on ly  f o r  
i t s  to n e  o f  b r o t h e r l y  co n cern , b u t  because o f  i t s  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  th e  
young m an 's  a t t i t u d e  o f  mind as he looks toward th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  
h i s  c o l l e g e  cou rse  e t  T a le ;
• ••You canno t im agine how much o f  p le a s u re  
your l e t t e r  conveyed to  me. My D e a re s t  S i s t e r ,  
you can  on ly  know how much I  love you when you 
a re  aware how deep  and a b id in g  I n t e r e s t  X ta k e  
i n  y o u r  l e s s e r  c a re s  as w e l l  as i n  you r g r e a t e r  
p le a s u r e s  and t r o u b l e s .  The tone  o f  you r l e t t e r ,  
even more th a n  th e  w r i t t e n  words g r a t i f i e d  me.
The subdued q u ie tn e s s ,  th e  e a r n e s tn e s s ,  and th e  
p r e - o c c u p a t io n  o f  your mind i n  what i s  u s e f u l  
as w e l l  as a g re e a b le ,  i n d i c a t e d " to  me an, improved
47A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n s to n  r e - e n te r e d  th e  U. S . Army as a paym aster  
i n  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  1849, and w h ile  s e r v in g  in  t h i s  c a p a c i ty  
made h i s  home in  Austin*
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s t a t e  o f  th e  m e n ta l  powers end a n  advance t o  t h a t  
w hich  X am s u re  you w i l l  one day become, th e  b e s t  
and most u s e f u l  o f  women# There I s  no one b e t t e r  
th a n  h a ,  from  whom t o  l e a r n  th e  t r u e  and p ro p e r  
sp h e re  o f  fem ale e f f o r t ,  th e  o b je c t  o f  women1» 
m iss io n *  You c a n n o t im ag in e , Benny, how d e l i g h t ­
ed 1 am t h a t  you have ad ap ted  y o u r s e l f  and y o u r  
t a s t e s  t o  th e  c o n d i t io n  i n  w hich you have been 
o a s t*  You know my a d m ira t io n  o f  l a d ie s *  1 
sh o u ld  be an  i n f i d e l ,  i f  I  had l iv e d  w ith  su ch  
a  m o th e r ,  g ran d m o th er, and (may 1 add) s i s t e r  
w ith o u t  l e a r n in g  t o  love  and t r u s t  I n  th e  sex*
C h a r l o t t e  C o rd ay , whom Lam artine term s th e  a n g e l  
o f  a s s a s s i n a t i o n ,  may f u l f i l l  i n  some minds t h e  
id e e  o f  female h e ro ism , b u t  to  me, th e  s t r u g g le s  
o f  th e  d e l i c a t e l y  re a re d  fem a le ,  who b ra v e s  w i th  
undaunted  f r o n t  end p a t i e n t  h e a r t  th e  p e r i I s  o f  
a f r o n t i e r  l i f e ,  and s h a re s  i n  th e  v i c i s s i t u d e s  
w hich a s o l d i e r ’s w ife  roust undergo , more com­
p l e t e l y  f i l l s  my c o n c e p t io n  o f  fem ale  g r e a tn e s s  
and goodness .
• •*1 have le a rn e d  w o n d e rfu l ly  h e r e ,  1 t h i n k ,  
o r  a t  l e a s t ,  1 am much improved m e n ta l ly .  I  
would n o t ,  f o r  any c o n s id e r a t i o n ,  have m issed 
coming to  Sew Haven* I  have been a t t e n d in g  
l e c t u r e s  i n  P h y s io lo g y , Anatomy, e t c ,  so  I  am 
q u i t e  p rep a red  t o  hang o u t aay s h in g le  as a 
d o c t o r ,  i f  X sh o u ld  f a l l  as a la w y e r ,  and X 
have a l re a d y  p ick ed  up a few n o t io n s  on Free 
1/111 and P r e d e s t i n a t i o n ,  w hich w i l l  s e rv e  as  a 
s to c k  o f  t h e o l o g i c a l  knowledge*
Give my love to  Ha and th e  c h i ld r e n ,  and 
when you w r i t e ,  t e l l  me o f  them* Your p lana  
s u i t  me v e ry  w e l l ,  so  t h a t  i f  you ar© rea d y ,  X 
w i l l  tales you to  T exas, n ex t w in te r*  X w i l l  go 
t o  Kentucky i n  August* A thousand  k ind  w ishes 
t o  a l l  as much as t o  y o u r s e l f * ”
Throughout h i s  o o l le g e  c a r e e r ,  W illiam  re c e iv e d  l e t t e r s  regu ­
l a r l y  from h i s  f a t h e r  l h  Texas* I n  a l l  o f  them th e r e  i s  a n o te  o f  
p r id e  and c o n f id e n c e  on th e  p a r t  o f  G en e ra l  Jo h n s to n  i n  th e  a c h ie v e ­
ments end a b i l i t y  o f  h la  son* As th e  young man approached th e  con­
c l u s io n  o f  h i s  c o u rse  a t  Y a le ,  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  th e s e  se n t im e n ts
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assumed a s p i r i t  whioh in d ic a te s  an alm ost eager re c o g n it io n  o f
th e  young man’s p ro g re s s  toward f u l l  m a tu r i ty .  The two l e t t e r s  
whioh fo l lo w  were w r i t t e n  from A u s tin ,  Texas i n  th e  l a t e  s p r in g  
and summer o f  1852. 50
i$y Dear Son
My o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  w r i t i n g  to  you have 
been so  few t h a t  th e  co rrespondence  o f  th e  fam- 
i l y  was n e c e s s a r i l y  conducted  by you r m other, 
so  t h a t  I  have r e g u la r ly  heard  from you and been 
made a c q u a in te d  w i th  e v e ry th in g  co n cern in g  you 
t h a t  you supposed would i n t e r n e t  u s .
You have fo rm a lly  announced your m a jo r i ty  
end y o u r  r i g h t  t o  independen t a c t i o n .  Follow* 
ln g  th e  co u rse  o f  o u r  own g r e a t  Government in  
l i k e  c a s e s ,  i t  on ly  remains t o  me as an  a c t  o f  
oomity (b e in g  convinced  o f  your a b i l i t y  to  main­
t a i n  th e  a t t i t u d e  you have assumed) t o  reco g n ize  
you as a man wde f a c t o  ©t de J u r e , ” and to  i n ­
v e s t  you , i n  good f a i t h  end w ith  a l l  th e  solem ­
n i t y  th e  o c c a s io n  r e q u i r e s ,  w i th  th e  ’’toga  
v i r i l i s . 11 You have t h e r e f o r e  th e  r i g h t  i n  your 
s o v e re ig n  c a p a c i ty  to  make t r e a t i e s  o f  a l l i a n c e , 
c o in  money, r e g u la te  and c o n t r o l  y o u r  own "trode 
and do w hatever  e l s e ,  i t  may seem b e s t  td  you 
in  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p in e s s ,  always keep ing  i n  
view th e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  th e  law to  o th e r  so v e r ­
e igns  so  s i t u a t e d .  You a re  s t i l l  w i l l i n g  to  
acknowledge an  a l l e g i a h c e  to  me, I  have no r i g h t  
to  demand i t  and f o r  yo u r  good would no t accep t 
i t .  How t h a t  you a re  about to  pass from th e  
sham f i g h t s  o f  l i f e  to  r e a l  b a t t l e s ,  y o u r  secu ­
r i t y  and su c cess  w i l l  depend upon a h ig h  degree  
°*  g? l f  r e l i a n c e . I t  i s  th e  momentum o f  g re a t  
c o n f id e n c e , r e g u la te d  by a sound judgement t h a t  
c ru sh e s  every  o b s t a c l e .
H e n r i e t t a  l e f t  h e re  w i th  Mr. Hancock51 f o r  
Kentucky some days s in c e  and I s  now p robab ly  a t
These l e t t e r s  a re  ta k e n  from a c o n s id e ra b le  number o f  unpub lished  
l e t t e r s  o f  G enera l A lb e r t  S idney Johnston  to  W illiam  P re s to n  John­
s to n ,  which th e  p r e s e n t  w r i t e r  found among the  papers  o f  th e  l a t t e r .  
The second parag rap h  o f  the  f i r s t  l e t t e r  appears i n  W.P. J o h n s to n ’s 
l i f e  o f  h i s  f a t h e r .
51George Hancock was a b r o th e r  o f  H e n r ie t ta  Jo h n s to n ’ s rrandm other 
Mrs. C a ro l in e  Hancock P re s to n ;  and he e x h ib i te d  a deep  f r i e n d s h ip
ShS l i v e d ai n J K0n t ^ k y ! 'nd hlS ff lm lly* e a p e c ia U y th e  e l d e r  c h i ld r e n
H* Or le a n * .  She 1s much Improved i n  h e a l t h  and 
le a v e s  d e l ig h te d  w ith  th e  c l im a te  and b e a u ty  o f  
th e  c o u n t ry .  But I  t h i n k  h e a r t i l y  t i r e d  o f  th e  
d u l ln e s s  o f  f r o n t i e r  l i f e *  Always so  X th i n k  
w i th  th o se  whoso t a s t e s  have been formed am idst 
th e  s e n t im e n ts  o f  f a s h io n a b le  l i f e  and who a r e  
n o t conv inced  o f  i t s  f a l s e n e s s  and f r i v o l i t y j  
th e y  d e s i r e  no change and a re  t h e r e f o r e  u n w i l l ­
in g  to  adop t a d i f f e r e n t  l i f e  and w i l l  n o t  ad ap t 
th em se lv es  t o  th e  change* 1 do n o t  f in d  f a u l t  
w i th  them, b u t  w ish  them a r i p e r  e x p e r ie n c e ,  w ith  
o u t th e  u s u a l  o r d e a l  f o r  i t s  a t ta in m en t*  Hengy 
has  no a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  money, n o r  
o f  th e  d u ty  o f  occonowy* ta lc } *  X know X t r i e d  
h e r  p a t ie n c e  i n  s^r p rosy  l e c tu r e s  on th e s e  sub­
j e c t s ,  b u t  X cou ld  do no l e s s ,  u n le s s  my lo v e  
had been  l e s s ;  i f  th e  wisdom o f  e x p e r ie n c e  was 
t o  p r o f i t  an y th in g *  1 knew she cou ld  n o t draw 
i t  from  a w id e r  e x p e r ie n ce  th a n  my own*
X do n o t  l n c u l a t e  parsim ony, on th e  con­
t r a r y  a . l i b e r a l  e x p e n d i tu re ,  i f  one*s income 
w i l l  j u s t i f y  i t *  Most s u r e l y  i t  sh o u ld  nev e r  
be exceeded however s m a l l* I t  i s  0 q u e s t io n  
o f  l i b e r t y  o r  i l s v e x y * iv e ry o n e  may choose , 
y e t  th e  most o f  us s u f f e r  th e  v a n i ty  o f  d i s p l a y  
to  d rag  us i n t o  th e  t h r a l l  o f  th e  l a t t e r *  With 
re g a rd  to  f — —r* I  have on ly  ad v ised  Henry 
t h a t  a p ro p e r  in q u i ry  as to  r e p u ta t i o n  and 
c h a r a c t e r  must be made which 1 w ish  you to  make* 
I f  th e re  i s  no m oral o b je c t i o n  X w i l l  n o t i n t e r ­
im re* I f  he i s  h o n e s t ,  i n d u s t r i o u s ,  and tem per­
a t e ,  X do n o t  c a re  I f  he be p o ssessed  o f  one 
c e n t— I f  n o t ,  I f  he had m i l l i o n s ,  I  would no t 
consent*  He has n o t w r i t t e n  to  me* X w ish  him 
f a i r l y  d e a l t  with* He ought to  be acce p ted  o r  
d isc a rd e d *  I t  I s  g r o a t  i n j u s t i c e  to  a young 
lad y  to  be bound by engagement th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  
o f  which i s  I n d e f i n i t e l y  p o s tp o n e d *®2
Our fa m ily  I s  a i l  I n  good h e a l t h ;  S id and 
McC lung and baby grow f in e ly *  The boys have 
good heads and h o n e t t  h e a r t s ,  X th in k  th e y  w i l l  
make b o ld  s t r a p p in g  fe llo w s*
X f e e l  vexed a t  S toddard  who t r i f l e s  w ith  
h i s  o p p o r tu n i t i e s *  His fondness o f  ap p lau se  
I s  h i s  b e s e t t i n g  demon* I f  I  u n d ers ta n d  a t  a l l  
r i g h t l y ,  he would'fee^'aiore g r a t i f i e d  to  be admired
^ H e n r i e t t a  Jo h n s to n  remained unm arried  th roughou t h e r  l i f e
by th e  mob a s  a g en iu s  who co u ld  l e a r n  i f  he 
would th a n  r e s p e c te d  by th e  few f o r  r e a l  a t ­
t a in m e n ts .  Come o u t in  November, say abou t 
th e  l a s t ,  i t  w i l l  th e n  Ci l le / s lb  I s J v to  p a ss  
O rlean s  and G alv es to n  and b r in g  Beamy a lo n g .
I  d id  n o t w ish  h e r  to  p ass  t h i s  summer here  
a s  i t  would be h e r  f i r s t  and we hope to  be 
b e t t e r  C i l l e « i b l e l >
Y r. A f f e c t io n a te  F a th e r ,
A, S idney  Jo h n s to n .
The second l e t t e r  was w r i t t e n  a f t e r  young Joh n s to n  had f in i s h e d  
h i s  c o u rse  a t  Y ale  and was p r e p a r in g  to  r e t u r n  to  Kentucky. I t  i s  
s i m i l a r  in  to n e  to  th e  f i r s t ,  an d , in  f a c t ,  to  th e  many o th e r s  whioh 
G enera l Jo h n s to n  w rote  h i s  so n .  W rit te n  a s  I t  was a t  such  an impor­
t a n t  t im e  In  th e  l i f e  of th e  young man, th e  l e t t e r  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  th e  l i g h t  which i t  throw s upon s e v e r a l  m a t te r s  con­
n e c te d  w i th  h i s  a f f a i r s .
My d e a r  Son:
Your l e t t e r  from N. Haven announcing your 
academic su c c e s s  & tr lu m p h s (n o t  so  c a l l e d  by 
you) was r e c e iv e d  some tim e s in c e  and my an ­
sw er has been delayed  t i l l  t h e r e  was a p roba­
b i l i t y  of  your r e c e iv in g  i t  a t  L o u i s v i l l e .
My h e a r t  y i e l d s  j o y f u l l y  th e  t r i b u t e  o f  
p r a i s e  due t o  you; honors were no t expec ted  
f o r  you; th e  s h o r t  tim e you had been th e r e  
d id  n o t  J u s t i f y  such e x p e c ta t io n ;  y e t ,  a l t h o  
s t r u g g l in g  under th e  g r e a t e s t  d isa d v a n ta g e s  
you ach iev ed  a g r e a t  t r iu m p h , which has e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  f o r  you, on t h i s  v e ry  th r e s h o ld  o f  man­
hood, a  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  in d u s t r y  & a b i l i t y  & 
m oral w o rth ,  f r u i t s ,  f o r  a f o r c e  of c h a r a c te r  
which w i l l  h e r e a f t e r  e l e v a te  a  r e p u ta t i o n  now 
so  w e l l  d e s e rv e d — I  am much more g r a t i f i e d  by 
th e  p r e v a i l i n g  o p in io n  t h a t  you most deserved  
th e  m edal, th a n ,  t h a t  you should  have r e c e iv e d  
i t ,  coup led  in  your mind o r  In  th e  minds of 
o th e r s  w ith  a doubt o f  i t s  b e in g  w e l l  bes tow ed .
The f u tu r e  p rom ises n o t o th e r  su c c e s se s  t o  one 
so  r e c e iv in g ,  ex c ep t by ohance or t r i c k ,  w h ile  
th e  one d e s e rv in g  w i l l  b o ld ly  e n t e r  th e  con­
f l i c t s  o f  l i f e  s t im u la te d  by th e  e lem ents  o f  
s u c o e s s ,  co n f id e n ce  & power-— I t  i s  s a id  t h a t
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c o l le g e  honors a re  a d i s a d v a n ta g e ,  t h a t  th e  
v a n i ty  o f  e a r l y  su c ce ss  o f t e n  shades th e  b r i g h t ­
e s t  f a c u l t i e s  o f  th e  mindj t h i s  o p in io n  i f  t r u e  
a t  a l l *  i s  I  apprehend on ly  a p p l ic a b le  as an  
e x c e p t io n — The o p in io n  i s  a b so rb ,  t h e r e  could 
be no em inent su ccess  i n  any p r o f e s s io n  w ith o u t 
minor s u c c e s s e s —The mind ca p ab le  o f  em inent s u c ­
ce ss  i s  if i  no d a n g e r  o f  b e in g  overwhelmed by a 
minor s u c c e s s .
Your d e s ig n  to  marry i s  approved by me, and 
y o u r  m other th in k s  you have s e l e c t e d  w is e ly ,  
which X am g r a t i f i e d  to  l e a r n —Being about to  
assume a new and v e ry  r e s p o n s ib le  p o s i t i o n  in  
s o c i e t y ,  yo u r  p la n s  f o r  th e  fu tu r e  must be w e l l  
c o n s id e re d  & m atured b e fo re  you take  so Im portan t 
a s t e p — a c o m fo r ta b le  home must be p rov ided  & 
a l l  th e  arrangem ents  made f o r  a su p p o r t  b e fo re  
hand & so c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  you can  commence your 
m arr ied  l i f e  f r e e  from d e b t— as t h i s  i s  th e  
only  o p p o r tu n i ty  I  will*'Have to  speak  o f  th e  
expenses o f  you r househo ld  w ith o u t  Im p e r t in e n c e ,
I  have t o  ad v ise  t h a t  you r e g u la t e  y o u r  o u t la y  
by th e  amount o f  yo u r  Income -  I f  i t  I s  s m a l l ,  
f r u g a l i t y  & occonomy (.sic j  w i l l  make i t  s u f f i c e -  
The s p i r i t  o f  r i v a l r y  i n  d i s p l a y  i s  th e  source  
o f  n e a r l y  a l l  th e  m is e r ie s  o f  l i f e ,  i t  i s  a 
demon t h a t  I  do n o t f e a r  w i l l  f in d  a l a s t i n g  
p la c e  i n  y o u r  house* Your views i n  l i f e  a re  
n o t  to  be promoted by a c o m p e ti t io n  o f  t h a t  
s o r t  tho* I t  should  be a s u c c e s s f u l  one*
I t  i s  p ro p e r  t h a t  your i n h e r i t a n c e  should 
now be d iv id e d  betw een you r s i s t e r  & y o u r s e l f .  
You must t h e r e f o r e ,  now make a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a 
d i v i s i o n  and I  w i l l  forw ard to  you a r e l e a s e  o f  
my I n t e r e s t  as soon as i t  i s  done .
There a re  now i n  my p o s s e s s io n  f i v e  l e t t e r s  
to  H e n r i e t t a  from San F ra n c isc o  which I  w i l l  In ­
c lo s e  to  you to  b e (d isp o s e d  o f  as c ircum stances  
may demand. I  do n o t approve o f  th e  co r re sp o n ­
dence w hethe r  th e  p a r t i e s  a re  engaged o r  n o t .
I f  H e n r i e t t a  i n t e r n s  to  marry him, l e t  him be 
so Informed* But i n  no ev en t w i l l  I  s a n c t io n  a 
correspondence*  I f  she does no t In te n d  to  m arrp 
him (and my o p in io n  i s  t h a t  she 00re s  very  l i t t l e  
f o r  him) I t  would be d ish o n o ra b le  t o  d e lu d e  him 
w ith  th e  hope, and In  t h a t  case  h i s  l e t t e r s  
ought to  be r e tu rn e d  & he ought t o  be prom ptly 
In fo rm ed . I  know n o th in g  a g a in s t  th e  young
O
gen tlem an  and would I n  no case  oppose th e  
w ishes  o f  ay  d a u g h te r ,  as I  have o f t e n  to ld  
h e r ,  u n le s s  th e r e  was some worse o b je c t i o n .
His p o v e r ty  I s  no o b je c t io n  w i th  me, I  would 
r a t h e r  have f o r  my so n - in - la w  an I n d u s t r io u s ,  
te m p e ra te .  I n t e l l i g e n t  man th a n  one o f  w ea lth  
o n ly  p r a c t i s e d  i n  expending an  e s t a t e  & au 
i n  a l l  th e  f o l l i e s  o f  f a s h io n a b le  l i f e *
My fam ily  accompanied me two hundred  m ile#  
on my l a s t  t o u r ,  t h a t  was as f a r  as I  dared  ta k e  
them i n  th e  In d ia n  C oun try . I  had to  go about 2 
hundred  m ile s  f a r th e r *  They aw aited  ray r e t u r n .
We had a p l e a s a n t  to u r  encamping ou t ev e ry  n ig h t ,  
sometimes f a r  from human h a b i ta t io n #  The mother 
& l i t t l e  ones d id  no t seem to  be aware o f  i t ,  
th e y  seemed to  f e e l  as merry as I f  secu re  a t  home.
Yr a f f e c t i o n a t e  F a ther  
A* S idney  Johnston
I  shou ld  th in k  y o u r  b e s t  tim e to  leav e  f o r  
Texas would be about th e  1 s t  o f  Deer* & come by 
way o f  H ouston . 54
When Jo h n s to n  com pleted h i s  co u rse  a t  Y a le ,  he was s e v e r a l  
months beyond h i s  t w e n t y - f i r s t  b i r t h d a y .  Although he had chosen 
law as h i s  p r o f e s s io n ,  and was to  b e g in  and f i n i s h  h i s  law course  
a t  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  L o u i s v i l l e  d u r in g  th e  fo l lo w in g  s e s s io n ,  he 
had th ro u g h o u t h i s  c o l le g e  y e a rs  e x h ib i te d  a s t r o n g  i n c l i n a t i o n  
toward l i t e r a r y  p u r s u i t s .  Besides h i s  W ash in g to n ^  B ir th d a y  o r a t i o n  
a t  t h e  W estern  M i l i t a r y ^ I n s t i t u t e  (which ac co rd in g  to  h i s  jo u rn a l  
c o s t  him so much y o u th f u l  la b o r  and a n x i e ty )55 and h i s  l i t e r a r y  
endeavors I n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  Bon Tpn* he w rote v e rse  a l s o .  I n  
th e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  a t  th e  I n s t i t u t e  he r e f e r s  t o  
c o l l e c t i n g  h i s  p o e t ry  i n t o  a book. L a te r  a t  Y ale , he e x p la in s  to  
h i s  s i s t e r  th e  re a s o n  f o r  th e  tem porary  c e s s a t i o n  o f  h i s  p o e t ic  
e f f o r t s  s
T e l l  C ousin  E l iz a  D avidson, i f  X e v e r  do w r i t e  
a p ie c e  o f  p o e t ry  a g a in ,  I t  s h a l l  be f o r  h e r ,
54 A. S . Jo h n s to n  t o  W'. P. Johnston, August 7, 1852.
56 J o u rn a l  o f  W. P. Jo h n s to n ,  December 51, 1847.
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b u t I  f e a r  ay  fitase’s wings a r e  c l ip p e d ,  end t h a t  
I  must b in d  m y se lf  down t o  th e  d u l l ,  co ld  e a r t h ,  
a t  l e a s t  t i l l  iu a n » r  a g a in  g ive*  forma o f  b eau ty  t o  
ay mind# 6
A lthough ; l i r '« t t m l # d  T a le  C o lleg e  f o r  on ly  a l i t t l e  more th a n  
a o o l le g e  y e a r ,  he a t t r a c t e d  c o n s id e r a b le  n o t ic e  t h e r e  aa a peraon  
o f  l i t e r a r y  t a s t e  and t a l e n t 5^^ and son th e  day  o f  h ie  g ra d u a t io n  
i n  th e  summer o f  1852, P re s id e n t  Wools ey spoke o f  him p u b l i c ly  a a 
"a young man o f  d e c id e d  a t ta in m e n t  and f i n e  l i t e r a r y  p rom ise . " 60
Ria two p r is e - w in n in g  e s s  ay e , b o th  o f  which were p u b lish ed  i n  
th e  o o l le g e  l i t e r a r y  m agazine, i n d i c a t e  an  e a r l y  I n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t e  
l e a l  s c i e n c e .  When f u l l  a llow ance i s  made f o r  th e  f a c t  t h a t  he 
p ro b ab ly  leaned  r a t h e r  h e a v i ly  upon the  works o f  m aturey s tu d e n ts  
o f  governm ent, th e  r e a d e r  w i l l  n o t  f a l l  to  be Im pressed w ith  ev idence  
t h a t  th e s e  com positions  a r e  to  a c o n s id e ra b le  e x te n t  o r i g i n a l  i n  
o r g a n i s a t io n  end p r e s e n t a t i o n ;  and i n  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  l o g i c ,  
c l a r i t y ,  and l i t e r a r y  f i n i s h  are  rem arkable p ro d u c tio n s  f o r  a c o l le g e  
s tu d e n t*  S in ce  muoh o f  th e  co u rse  o f  th e  s e n io r  y e a r  was devo ted  
to  th e  s tu d y  o f  p h ilo so p h y  and governm ent, I t  i s  profeahlg th a t  John­
s ton*  s ch o ice  o f  s u b je c t s  f o r  h ie  ©eeay# was In f lu e n ce d  by t h i s  f a c t .
The C la rk  P r iz e  e s s a y ,  " A b s t r a c t io n i s t s  In  P o l i t i c a l  S c ie n c e , n 
d ev e lo p s  th e  t h e s i s  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  r e q u i r e s  th e  s e rv ic e s  of 
two groups o f  t h i n k e r s : one, th e  a b s t r a c t i o n i s t s ,  who conce ive  and 
e v o lv e  th e  th e o r i e s  and d o c t r in e s  o f  government; th e  o t h e r ,  th e  
p o l i t i c i a n s  o r  s ta te s m e n ,  who apply  th o se  p r in c ip le s *  The co n c lu d in g  
p a ra g ra p h  i s  quo ted  as e sample o f  th e  young a u t h o r ' s  t r e a tm e n t  o f
£3¥* W  Jo h n s to n  "to H e n r ie t t a  Jo h n s to n , O ctober 2 V, 1651.
57 £ •  m* St* John t o  li* E» Lee, O ctober 2 ,  1866,
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th e  s u b je c t :
The whole c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  a b s t r a c t i o n i s t  
may be thrown i n t o  i t s  s t r o n g e s t  l i g h t s  by a 
b r i e f  c o n t r e s t  w ith  t h a t  o f  a f e l lo w - la b o r e r  in  
th e  p o l i t i c a l  f i e l d .  The seme dep th  of though t 
may b e lo n g  t o  each , b u t th e  s ta te sm an  must a l s o  
p o s s e s s  p a s s io n  and o p e ra t iv e  energy# The one 
i s  a men o f  m e d i ta t io n ,  th e  o th e r  a man of 
a c t io n ;  th e  one d e a ls  w ith  th e  p o s s i b l e ,  th e  
o th e r  w ith  th e  e x i s t e n t .  The g r e a t  m e r i t  of 
th e  f o r n e r  i s  in  th e  j u s t n e s s  and moral sub­
l i m i t y  o f  h i s  th o u g h ts ;  o f  th e  o th e r ,  in  th e  
e x c e l le n c e  o f  h i s  r e s u l t s .  The most common 
f a u l t  o f  the  form er i s  in  lo o k in g  a t  th in g s  too  
l i t t l e  a s  they  e r e ;  o f  th e  l a t t e r  in  lo o k in g  a t  
them to o  l i t t l e  a s  th e y  ought to  b e .  The ab­
s t r a c t i o n i s t  r e g a rd s  men a s  pawns on a chess  
b oard ; th e  s ta te sm a n  a s  powers in  s o c i e ty .
While t o  th e  form er f e l l s  th e  golden weed of 
f u tu r e  g lo ry  among th e  e n l ig h te n e d  few; th e  
l a t t e r  w ins th e  r i c h  rew ard of p r e s e n t  power, 
and s u r v iv e s  in  th e  s o u ls  and im ag in a tio n  o f  
e n d le s s  g e n e r a t i o n s . ^
The t i t l e  o f  Jo h n s to n ’ s e ssay  which ga ined  one o f  the  Townsend 
p r i z e s  wee "C e n tra l iz a t io n .* *  Although t h i s  p ie c e  wes p re s e n te d  in  
co m p e ti t io n  f o r  one of th e  p r i z e s  f o r  E n g l is h  com position , i t  i s  a 
more p r a c t i c a l ,  and hence a l e s s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l ,  d is c u s s io n  o f  a 
problem  In  th e  f i e l d  of p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e ;  and s in c e  th e  problem 
i s  ee p e r t i n e n t  i n  America today  a s  i t  was th e n ,  th e  d is c o u rs e  
i s  s t r i k i n g l y  modern in  i t s  to n e .  The q u e s t io n  in v o lv e d , a s  
th e  t i t l e  s u g g e s ts ,  concerns  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a u t h o r i t y  
between th e  c e n t r a l  government and the  sm a lle r  govern ing  u n i t s ,  w ith  
th e  d is c u s s io n  p o in t in g  n e t u r e l l y  t o  th e  advan tages  of th e  American 
system and a rg u in g  s t r o n g ly  e g o in s t  any d im in u tio n  in  th e  powers of 
l o c a l  governm ents. The fo l lo w in g  pessage  i s  a good example o f  the
5®W. P. Jo h n s to n ,  " A b s t r a c t i o n i s t s  in  P o l l t i o a l  S c ie n c e ,"  in  Yale 
l i t e r a r y  M agazine. XVII, Ju ly # 185£, p .  506.
th o u g h t  and e x p re s s  Io n  o f  th e  e s say s
The im m ediate b e n e f i t s  o f  c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  
a r i s e  from th e  o r d e r  and u n ifo rm ity  o f  th e  
S ta te *  These v e ry  advan tages  c a r r y  th e  bane 
i n  t h e i r  own bosoms* U l t im a te ly  th e  so u rce s  
o f  s t r e n g t h  become so u rc e s  o f  obed ience  i n  a l l  
d e p a r tm e n ts ,  e n e rv a te  th e  m oral and i n t e l l e c t u a l  
to n e  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  ro b  e x i s te n c e  o f  i t s  e n e rg y , 
d e s t r o y  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  and a b i l i t y  f o r  i n d iv i d u a l  
c o o p e ra t io n ,  and co n v e r t  s o c i e t y  i n t o  a c r e a t u r e  
o f  th e  s t a t e *  Mere p h y s ic a l  b ra v e ry  may n o t d e ­
pend upon th e  governm ent; b u t  t h a t  h ig h e r  c o u rag e , 
whioh g ives  a meaning t o  every  a c t i o n ,  a r i s e s  i n  
a m easure from th e  f e e l i n g  o f  p e r s o n a l  indepen­
d e n c e ,  and i s  b l a s t e d  by b l in d  obedience* A 
c e n t r a l i s e d  governm ent, by i t s  m u n if ic e n t  b o u n t ie s ,  
may g iv e  to  i n d u s t r y  a tem porary  lu x u r ia n c e ;  b u t  
i t  u l t i m a t e l y  d e p r iv e s  l a b o r  o f  i t s  d i g n i t y ,  
d im in ish e s  th e  s t im u lu s  t o  e x e r t i o n ,  and b a n ish e s  
t h e  s p i r i t  o f  e n t e r p r i s e *00
At th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  h i s  c o l le g e  co u rse  i n  Now Haven, Johnston  
w ro te  h i s  s i s t e r  t h a t  he was i n  e x c e l l e n t  h e a l t h  and ready  f o r  work 
i n  K entucky ,0 * t o  w hich s t a t e  he r e tu rn e d  soon t h e r e a f t e r ;  and i n  
th e  l i g h t  o f  e v e n ts  w hich o cc u rred  In  subsequen t m onths, i t  i s  s a fe  
t o  c o n je c tu r e  t h a t  h i s  th o u g h ts  were c h i e f l y  occup ied  w i th  p re p a r ­
a t i o n  f o r  h i s  lew c a r e e r  and w i th  m arriage*
BOW* P# Jo h n s to n ,  " C e n t r a l i z a t i o n , w i n  Yale L i t e r a r y  M rgaaine, XVII, 
JU ly , 1652, p* 7*
6 i w* ?* Jo h n s to n  t o  H e n r i e t t a  Jo h n s to n ,  August 6 , 1852•
CHAPTER IV
A YOU!.30 LAWYER IN LOUISVILLE
R e tu rn in g  from New Haven to  h i s  home in  Kentucky, Jo h n s to n  
e n te re d  th e  law sc h o o l  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  L o u i s v i l l e ,  and in  
March, 1853, r e c e iv e d  h i s  d i p l o m a F o u r  months l a t e r  he was 
hack i n  New Haven^where he was m arr ied  to  M iss Boss Uuncan.
" I  do n o t  f e e l  any ways s t r a n g e  a t  th e  idea  o f  b e in g  m a r r ie d / 1 
he w ro te  h i s  s i s t e r  a few hours  b e fo re  th e  ceremony;3 "b u t  j u s t  
a s  i f  I  had been m arr ied  as  o f t e n  a s  my g r a n d f a th e r . " 3 
F o llow ing  a q u ie t  wedding in  th e  p rese n ce  o f  a few r e l a t i v e s ,  
th e  young coup le  l in g e re d  in  New England f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks.
They made a *qu ick  and d i s g u s t in g  ja u n t"  to  th e  White M ounta ins, 
and th e y  v i s i t e d  B oston , which th e  young bridegroom  found d i s ­
a p p o in t in g .  He d id  however make th e  fo l lo w in g  c o n c ess io n s :
Cambridge i s  a p r e t t y  p l s o e ,  and 
Bunker H i l l  Monument, though n o t  so high 
a s  i t  m ight b e ,  w i l l  do. I  could n o t 
shake i t  w ith  bo th  h a n d s .4
A f te r  e x p e r ie n c in g  many woes in  co n n e c tio n  w ith  board and
bed and t r a v e l ,  i l l s  which were d o u b t le s s  exaggera ted  by th e
w r i t e r  f o r  humorous e f f e c t ,  th e  Jo h n s to n s  r e tu rn e d  w ith  r e l i e f
^•Johnston’ s diploma i s  in  th e  L ib ra ry  o f  C ongress, D iv is io n  of 
J J s n u s c r ip ts ,
/W. P . Jo h n s to n  to  H e n r ie t ta  Jo h n s to n ,  J u ly  7 , 1853.
? p r .  John Jo h n s to n  was m a rr i  d th r e e  t im e s .
% .  P. Jo h n s to n  to  H e n r ie t ta  Jo h n s to n ,  August 16, 1853.
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to  Hew Haven and made prepar a t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  jo u rn ey  to  K en tucky .1'
F o r tu n a te l y  f o r  th e  young a t t o r n e y ,  who engaged in  th e  p r a c t i c e
o f  lew in  L o u i s v i l l e ,  he was n o t  dependent upon th e  income from 
h i s  p r o f e s s io n  f o r  th e  su p p o r t  o f  h im s e lf  and h i s  w i f e ,  f o r  he 
had i n h e r i t e d  from h i s  m o th e r 's  e s t a t e  ® c o n s id e ra b le  amount o f  
l a n d ,  which l a y  n e a r  th e  c i t y ;  and a s  L o u i s v i l l e  grew, th e  de­
mand f o r  t h i s  p ro p e r ty  and th e  in c re a s e  in  i t s  v a lu e  made i t  
p o s s ib le  f o r  hi© to  s e l l  p a r c e l s  o f  i t  advantageously*  We have 
a l r e a d y  no ted  t h a t  i t  was fro© t h i s  so u rce  th  t  he rec e iv e d  
th e  ©oney f o r  h i s  ©due t i o n  a t  Y a le .  From th e  seme so u rce  he 
c o n tin u ed  to  d e r iv e  an income which made i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  him
t o  su p p o r t  h i s  fam ily  i n  com fort d u r in g  th e  tim e t h a t  h© was
a t te m p tin g  to  e s t a b l i s h  a p r a c t ic e *
As 8 ©an o f  a f f a i r s ,  th e  young lawyer d isp la y e d  from th e  
b eg in n in g  a commendable se n se  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  He gave h i s  
a t t e n t i o n  n o t  on ly  to  h i s  own p ro p e r ty  b u t  to  t h a t  o f  o th e r  r e l a ­
t i v e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  o f  h i s  s i s t e r ,  H e n r i e t t a ,  whom be chided 
o f te n  f o r  h e r  ex tra v a g an c e ,  b u t whose demanda he seemed g e n e r ­
a l l y  a b le  to  s a t i s f y .  In  th e  f i r s t  y ea r  o f  h i s  p r a c t i c e  he
w ro te  her th  t  he had mad© some arrangem en ts  which would i n ­
c r e a s e  h e r  income to  th e  e x te n t  o f  l l t >0 a y e a r ,  b u t  h© c o u n s e l le d :  
" D o n 't ,  however, fo llo w  th e  M is s i s s ip p i  r u l e ,  and e n la rg e  your 
e x p e n d i tu re s  on t h i s  b a s i s
- IMcU
®v». P . Jo h n s to n  to  H e n r ie t t a  Jo h n s to n ,  A pril 17, 1854.
I n  th e  same l e t t e r  he r e l a t e s  t h a t  he and h is  u n c le s ,  
W illiam  P re s to n  and George Hancock w i l l  go to  E lizab e th to w n  
to  a t t e n d  a s e n s a t i o n a l  murder t r i a l ;  t h a t  gas has b en i n t r o ­
duced i n t o  h i s  house , and "we now dw ell i n  th e  l i g h t e d  d i s t r i c t "  
and t h a t  a b r i l l i a n t  wedding has r e c e n t l y  ta k e n  p lace#  Concern­
in g  th e  l a s t  e v e n t ,  he w r i t e s :
Jo e  S h e r id an  and Rhoda H i te  o f  Bardstown 
a r e  m arr ied *  She had s i x  b r id esm a id s  t i t h  
Eugenie t r a i n s  and l i t t l e  n ig g e r  pages to  
ho ld  up each* Bishop Smith had two ca n d le s  
h e ld  b e fo re  him d u r in g  th e  ceremony# They 
e n te re d  L o u i s v i l l e  in  tr iu m p h a l p ro c e s s io n ,  
s i x  hacks and W ilkes and S h e r id a n ’ s China- 
wagon* P u t up a t  th e  G a lt  House, where John
R a in ie  gave them a S o i r e e ,  and s t a r t e d  f o r
C in c in n a t i  n e x t  day w ith  a f u l l  band of 
m usic which Jo e  employed*
He Inform s h i s  s i s t e r  a l s o  t h a t  h i s  Hncle W illiam , who was th en  
in  C ongress , "h o ld s  h i s  d i s t r i c t  in  th e  hollow  o f  h i s  hand ,"  
Throughout h i s  c a r e e r  as a o o l le g e  s tu d e n t ,  W illiam  
P re s to n  Jo h n s to n  had w o rr ied  o f te n  abou t th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  h i s  
f a t h e r ’s a f f a i r s  in  Texas* The China Grove p l a n t a t i o n ,  w ith  
which G en era l Jo h n s to n  hed s t ru g g le d  so d e s p e r a te ly  i n  an e f f o r t
to  su p p o r t  h i s  growing fam ily  and e s t a b l i s h  h im s e lf  as  a p la n te r
was a so u rce  o f  unhappiness to  a l l  concerned . While young 
Jo h n s to n  was a t  th e  W estern I T l l i t  r y  I n s t i t u t e ,  h i s  s te p -m o th e r  
had w r i t t e n  him (w ith o u t G enera l Jo h n s to n ’ s knowledge) t h a t  
h i s  f a t h e r ’s s t r u g g le s  a g a in s t  overwhelming c ircu m sta n ces  were 
re d u c in g  him to  a p i t i a b l e  s t ^ t e ,  and hod im plored h i s  a s s i s t ­
ance In  s e c u r in g  from r e l a t i v e s  in  Kentucky a lo a n ,  fo r  which
th e  p l a n t a t i o n  would s ta n d  e s  s e c u r i t y . 7 A p p aren tly  some hope
o f  a s s i s t a n c e  was g iv en  by one o f  th e  r e l a t i v e s ,  b u t  th e  a id
d id  n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e ;  and th e  p ro p e r ty  was so ld  to  s a t i s f y  th ej
in d e b te d n e s s  a g a in s t  I t*  t h e  amount b id  by th e  a g e n t  o f  th e  
c r e d i t o r s  was $ 3 ,0 0 0 , and Mt h e r e  was no c o m p e ti t io n  f o r  l t . ' ,B 
At th e  tim e o f  i t s  s a l e ,  G enera l Jo h n s to n  was back in  th e  s e r ­
v ic e  o f  th e  U nited  S t a t e s  Army end was making h i s  home I™ A u s t in ,  
b u t  h i s  sorrow  over  th e  l o s s  o f  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  was a c u t e ,  as  
th e  fo l lo w in g  e x t r a c t  from a l e t t e r  to  h i s  son in d i c a t e s :
X have th u s  f o r  th e  want o f  ©id from
my f r i e n d s ,  n o t  money, b u t  b a c k in g , l o s t  
$10 ,000  I  have p a id ,  lo s t;  TtET"pIaoe and 
owe on i t  $10,000 y e t .  When th e  web o f  
l i f e  i s  a l i t t l e  t a n g le d ,  a f r i e n d l y  hand 
w ith o u t  r i s k  o r  in ju r y  can o f t e n  moke i t  
s t r a i g h t  and r e l i e v e  th e  t i e d  up e n e rg ie s  
from t h e i r  t h r a l l .  . • . 9
Whatever th e  f u l l  c i rc u m sta n ces  may have been r e g a rd in g  th e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  G enera l J o h n s to n ’ s p ro p e r ty ,  th e  p l a n t a t i o n  d id  
n o t  p ass  o u t  o f  th e  p o s se s s io n  o f  th e  f a m ily ,  f o r  young Joh n s to n  
secu red  th e  means wl h which to  pay o f f  th e  in d e b te d n e ss  on th e
p la c e ,  and in  A ugust, 1854, s e n t  h i s  f a t h e r  #3 ,700 fo r  t h i s
p u rp o se ; and th e  t i t l e  to  th e  p r o p e r ty ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a t im e ,  
came i n t o  th e  p o sse ss io n  o f  t h e  s o n . 10 T h is  p a r t  p layed  by
v .i l l iem  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n  i n  th e  em barrass d f ln n n o la l  s i t u a t i o n
7
qS I I zr G r i f f i n  Jo h n s to n  to  w. P. Jo h n s to n ,  December 38, 1948.
qA. S . Jo h n s to n  to  v- • P .  Jo h n s to n ,  ecemb r  34, 1851. 
n lb id , .
W. p. Jo h n s to n  to  A. S . J o h n s to n ,  August 17, 1854.
o f  h i s  f  t h e r ,  he m o d es tly  om its  from h i s  b io g rap h y  o f  G enera l 
Johnston*  He o m its ,  a l s o ,  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  o th e r  a s s i s t a n c e  
which he gave to  h i s  f a t h e r  and h i s  fa m ily ;  and th e  c o r re sp o n d -  
enee between G enera l Jo h n s to n  and h i s  son r e v e a l s  t h a t  such 
a i d ,  i n  th e  form o f  lo a n s  and advances f o r  l i v i n g  ex p en ses , 
was g e n e ro u s ly  and c h e e r f u l l y  su p p lie d  d u r in g  th e  t im e  t h a t  
th e  g e n e ra l  was r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  h im se lf  in  m i l i t a r y  l i f e . 11 
T hat G enera l Jo h n s to n  made th e  f u l l e s t  s a c r i f i c e s  in  h i s  e f ­
f o r t s  t o  f r e e  h im s e lf  from h i s  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i s  e v id e n t  
from a l e t t e r  which th e  son w ro te  to  h i s  f a t h e r  d u r in g  th e  
tim e t h a t  th e  l a t t e r  was commanding th e  U nited  S t a t e s  f o r c e s  
in  th e  Utah Campaign, and h i s  fa m ily  was r e s i d i n g  in  Kentucky,
"X v e ry  much f e a r  th  t  you l i m i t  y o u r s e l f  in  some way,** th e  
son re m o n s t ra te d ,  " f o r  you send a lm ost a l l  your pay , which i s  
u n n ecessa ry  and im p ro p er ."  Also he w ro te ,  "You must n o t a b r id g e  
y o u r s e l f ,  a s  t o  means, f o r  w hatever i s  needed , I  s h a l l  be a b le  
to  advance to  Me t h i s  summer w ith o u t  t r o u b l e . " 12 When one 
remembers th e  many e x p re s s io n s  o f  a n x ie ty  and sorrow which th e  
younger Jo h n s to n  s e t  down d u r in g  h i s  c o l le g e  d ay s ,  i n  h i s  j o u r ­
n a l  and in  h i s  l e t t e r s — e x p re s s io n s  c a l l e d  f o r th  by th e  unhapp iness  
o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  s i t u  t i o n , - i t  i s  g r a t i f y i n g  to  n o te  th e  sub­
s t a n t i a l  ^ s s i s ta n o e  which th e  young man re n d e r  d and th e  c h e e r fu l
l b .  r .  Jo h n s to n  to  A. S . Jo h n s to n ,  October 19, 1854; Ja n u a ry  18, 185
Hft. P. Jo h n s to n  to  A, s .  Jo h n s to n ,  June 85, 1856.
and lo v in g  s p i r i t  i n  which he gave I t ,  a t  a t im e  when he h im s e lf  
was s e e k in g  to  make a b eg in n in g  in  b u s in e s s  and p r o f e s s io n a l  
l i f e .
Whatever su c c e s s  and good f o r tu n e  W illiam  may have hod in  
t h e  management o f  h i s  p r o p e r ty  a f t e r  c u t t i n g  up as  a lawyer in  
l o u i s v l l l e ,  he was n o t  a p p a re n t ly  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  h i s  e a r l y  
b eg in n in g s  in  h i s  p r o f e s s io n .  Coupled w ith  th e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
a r i s i n g  from t h i s  cause  was d o u b t le s s  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  he could 
f in d  l a r g e r  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  in  a newer f i e l d .  The t e r r i t o r y  
toward which he was most s t r o n g ly  drawn was T exas. H is  warm 
a f f e c t i o n  f o r  h i s  f a t h e r ,  th e  remembrances o f  h i s  happy e x p e r­
ie n c e s  i n  th e  S ou thw est, and th e  g e n e ra l  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  o f  
th e  Texas c o u n try  f o r  him, e l l  c o n t r ib u te d  to  h i s  d e s i r e  to  
s e t t l e  i n  t h a t  s t a t e .  I n  March, 1854, w h ile  G enera l Jo h n s to n  
was s e rv in g  a s  a paym aster in  th e  army, W illiam  made one o f  h is  
lo n g  t o u r s  w ith  him, t a k in g  th e  p la c e  of a c l e r k .  On th e  j o u r ­
ney , which he d e s c r ib e s  a s  "one o f  l i v e l y  en joym en t,” t h e i r  two 
d a i l y  m eals  c o n s is te d  o f  co ld  b re a d ,  co ld  ham, and b la c k  c o f f e e ,  
w ith  an  o c c a s io n a l  b i r d  o r  w ild  duck sh o t  by th e  ro a d s id e .
I n  March o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  y e a r ,  th e  young man ag a in  t r a v e le d  
w ith  h i s  f a t h e r  on a to u r  o f  d u ty ,  d u r in g  which jou rney  he was 
l a r g e l y  in s t ru m e n ta l  in  b r in g in g  about th e  ap p reh en sio n  o f  a 
Negro s e rv a n t  b e lo n g in g  to  G enera l Jo h n s to n ,  th e  Negro hav ing
P . J o h n s to n ,  A lb e r t  S idney J o h n s to n , p . 173,
c o n t r iv e d  in  a cunning  manner to  s t e a l  l a r g e  sums o f  money 
from th e  p a y m a s te r ’ s  s t ro n g -b o x  when i t  was a p p a re n t ly  under 
c a r e f u l  g u a rd , 3-4
The l a t t e r  jo u rn e y  o f  th e  younger Jo h n s to n  to  Texas was 
m o tiv a te d  by two p u rp o se s :  t o  be o f  a s s i s t a n c e  to  h i s  f a t h e r ,  
who had w r i t t e n  him co n cern in g  th e  em barrassm ents f a c in g  him 
b ecause  o f  th<- d e f i c i t  in  h i s  a c c o u n t s a n d  to  make a r r a n g e ­
ments f o r  moving h i s  fa m ily  to  Texas. On Ja n u a ry  10, 1855, a 
few weeks b e fo re  h i s  d e p a r tu re  from L o u i s v i l l e ,  th e  J o h n s to n ’s 
f i r s t  c h i l d ,  a d a u g h te r ,  was born.*® She was named Mary Duncan, 
a f t e r  M rs. J o h n s to n 's  m o th e r , and she was much in  th e  o-ire o f  
t h i s  l a d y ,  who had moved w ith  h e r  fa m ily  from New Haven to  
L o u i s v i l l e ,  fo l lo w in g  th e  m a rr iag e  Of Jo h n s to n  and Itosa Duncan. 
In  a l e t t e r  which & rs . Duncan w ro te  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  to  a 
r e l a t i v e  i n  New Haven, she p e rm its  h e r  e x p re s s io n s  o f  enthusiasm  
f o r  t h e  new baby to  be overshadowed by th o s e  o f  a n x ie ty  a t  th e  
p ro s p e c t  o f  th e  Johnston^s* e m ig ra t io n  to  Texas:
W ill l e f t  us a week s in c e  f o r  Texas—
I  suppose he I s  in  New O rleans now—he ex­
p e c ts  to  be gone two months and w i l l  make 
a l l  a rrangem en ts  p re p a ra to ry  to  a move.
Oh I how I  h a te  to  have them go . I  oan see 
no good re a so n  f o r  i t —th e y  have « com fort­
a b le  home h e re  and p le n ty  to  l i v e  on as 
long  as th e y  l i v e —b u t ever s in c e  W ill
**IM d . .  pp. 179-179.
s .  Jo h n s to n  to  W. p. Jo h n s to n ,  J a n u a ry -18, 1351". 
HAf, P . J o h n s to n ,  The Jo h n s to n s  o f  S a l i s b u r y , p. 160.
went o u t  t h e r e  l a s t ,  he has h^d a y ee rn in g  
f o r  Texas—h is  f a t h e r  l i v  s t h e r e  which i s  
one g r e a t  inducem ent. 1 never  s vw so d e ­
vo ted  a son end he o f  co u rse  w ishes him 
to  come# • • • e v e ry th in g  i® packed and 
re a d y  f o r  E m ig ra t io n . Dosa re c e iv e d  a 
v a l e n t i n e —b p i c t u r e  o f  a g r e a t  b *?gage 
wagon loaded  w ith  peop le  and baggage—and 
u n d e rn e a th ,  O ff fog  T ex as .* 7
The J o h n s to n s ,  however, d id  n o t  move to  Texas; b u t in  th e  
e a r l y  p a r t  o f  th e  summer made p re p a r  t i o n s  f o r  a v i s i t  to  Hew 
Bevan;*® and w i th in  a s h o r t  t im e t h i s  p la n  was a l t e r e d  to  i n ­
c lu d e  th e  rem ovsl o f  th< fam ily  to  Hew York^where th e y  expected  
to  ®*k© t h e i r  home* In t h e  meking o f  t h i s  d e c i s io n ,  Jo h n s to n  
was governed to  a l a r g e  d eg ree  by th e  s e r io u s  i l l n e s s  o f  h i s  
w i f e ,  who had b en i n  d e l i c a t e  h e a l th  s in c e  th e  b i r t h  o f  h e r  
c h i l d ;  and th e  husband hsd s t r o n g  hopes t h a t  th e  sea a i r  end 
s a l t  b t h i n g  would r e s t o r e  her#*® Mrs. Duncan, whose own h e a l th  
was poor and co n tin u ed  so u n t i l  h e r  d ea th  a few y e a rs  l a t e r ,  was 
d e l i g h t 'd  a t  t h e  p ro s p e c t  o f  & r e tu r n  to  th e  B as t ,  and to  h r  
a u n t  In  Hew Haven im parted  th e  in fo rm a tio n  t h a t  a l l  o f  h e r  son- 
i n - l ' j w 's  "Kentucky f r i e n d s  would much p r e f e r  h i s  l i v i n g  in  Hew 
York to  T e x a s*"20
A nother c i rc u m sta n c e  which p ro b ab ly  in f lu e n c e d  Johnston*a 
change o f  p la n s  was th e  a l t e r a t i o n  which occurred  in  h i s  f a th e r* a  
s i t u a t i o n .  In  March, 1855, G enera l Johnston  rece iv ed  from th e
ig ^ a ry  F. Duncan .to Sarah  M. A w a rd s ,  February 25, 1855. (Mason Mss
l$ * a ry  F.  Duncan to  M aria G* Fdwarda, June 2 2 ,  1855 .  (Mason Ms s . )
2^Mary :r. Duncan to  M arie G. Edw »rds, J u ly  22,  185;.. (Mason Mss! )
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hands o f  th e  Piero© A d m in is t r a t io n ,  in  which J e f f e r s o n  Davis was 
s e rv in g  a s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War, th e  appoin tm ent C olonel o f  th e
newly c r e a te d  Second Regiment o f  C a v a l r y .2^ The r e t u r n  o f  t h i s  
o f f i c e r  to  th e  a c t i v e  and arduous d u t i e s  o f  f r o n t i e r  m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e  removed th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a f ix e d  p la c e  of r e s id e n c e .  
T h e re f o re ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  advan tage  and h ap p in ess  which h i s  son 
had hoped to  g a in  by moving to  Texas were no lo n g e r  i n  p rospec t*
One can e a s i l y  im agine  th e  sad r e g r e t  w ith  which he tu rn e d  h i s  
f a c e  from th e  g r e a t  land  which had beckoned so o f t e n  and so p le a s ­
a n t l y ,  and which h i s  s te p -m o th e r  b e l ie v e d  would b e n e f i t  him 
* f i n s n c i a l l y  a s  w e l l  as  p h y s i c a l l y *"32
In  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  1055 Jo h n s to n  and h i s  f a m i ly ,  accom­
pan ied  by M rs. Duncan and h er  two so n s ,  A lic k  and Lawson, moved 
to  New Y ork, where th e y  were c o r d i a l l y  r e c e iv e d  by f r i e n d s ,  who 
a p p a re n t ly  p u t f o r t h  eve ry  e f f o r t  to  make th e  new-comers f e e l  
a t  home. 23 Jo h n s to n  hfld contem plated  a co n n ec tio n  w ith  an e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  law f i rm  i n  th e  c i t y ,  b u t f o r  some reaso n  changed h i s  p la n  
and en te re d  b u s in e s s  on h i s  own a c c o u n t*24 E i th e r  because of the  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  which a t t e n d  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  a young law yer to  se c u re  
b u s in e s s  in  u n fa m il ia r  su r ro u n d in g s ,  or because o f  g e n e ra l  con­
d i t i o n s ,  h i s  a f f a i r s  d id  n o t p r o s p e r . 23 At th e  end of a y e a r ’ s
fiw. p. Jo h n s to n ,  A lb e r t  S idney J o h n s to n , p . 185,
ggE liza  G. Jo h n s to n  t o  W. p. Jo h n s to n ,  Ja n u a ry  21, 1855.
g j^ a ry  E. Duncan to  Sarah  M. Edwards, December 15, 1855. (Mason Mss . )
S5A. S . Jo h n s to n  to  H e n r ie t t a  Jo h n s to n  June  8 , 1856*
W. P. Jo h n s to n  to  H e n r ie t ta  J o h n s to n ,  December 30 , 1856,
e f f o r t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h im s e lf  In  Hew York he w ro te  h i s  s l a t e r  t h a t  
’’T here  l a  no law b u s i n e s s / ’ and h in te d  o f  p lena  t o  r e t u r n  to  
K e n t u c k y A b o u t  th e  m idd le  o f  t h e  fo l lo w in g  A p r i l  th e  fa m ily  
r e tu rn e d  to  L o u i s v i l l e ;  and an jnnounoement p u b l ish e d  by th  young 
a t to r n e y  c o n ta in e d  th e  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  he would "resume th e  p ra c ­
t i c e  o f  Lew in  th e  S t  it© snd F e d e re1 C ourts  in  L o u i s v i l l e  on th e  
1 s t  day o f  May, 1857, and w i l l  a t te n d  w ith  prompt a t t e n t io n  to  
th e  p r o s e c u t io n  o f  a l l  l e g a l  c la im s  »nd c o l l e c t i o n s  e n t ru s te d  to  
me.'' Appended to  th e  announcement was an Im p ress iv e  l i s t  o f  p e r ­
sons g iv e n  a s  r e f e r e n c e s ,  among whom wore in c lu d ed  th e  names of 
P r e s id e n t  T . L . Woolsey o f  Y ale  C ollege  and th e  H onorable W illiam  
P r e s to n . 27
w h ile  th e  Jo h n s to n s  were in  Hew York, a second d au g h te r  was 
born  to  them; and she was named H e n r ie t t a  P re s to n  J o h n s to n ,  r e ­
c e iv in g  th e  name o f  her f a th e r * s  mother and s i s t e r . 20 Jo h n s to n  
was now in  h i s  m idd le  t w e n t i e s ,  end h i s  fa m ily  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
were c o n s id e r a b le .  B e s id e s  th e  c <re of  h i s  ovn fam ily  and t h a t  
o f  h i s  m o th e r - in - le w , he looked a f t e r  f i n a n c i a l  m a t te r s  f o r  h i s  
s i s t e r ,  who a p p a re n t ly  gave them b u t l i t t l e  th o u g h t h e r s e l f *  A lso , 
e s  we have ^ l r e s d y  I n d ic a te d ,  he ren d ered  s u b s t a n t i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  to  
h i s  f a t h e r ’s  f a m i ly .  Ficoept f o r  an o c c a s io n a l  rem onstrance
P. Jo h n s to n  to  H n r i a t t a  Jo h n s to n ,  A pril 15, 185V* 
p- P r o f e s s io n a l  announcement o f  ft. \  Jo h n s to n ,  1857.
P. J o h n s to n ,  The Jo h n s to n s  of S a l i s b u r y ,  p . 160.
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d i r e c t e d  a t  th e  ex tra v a g a n c e  o f  h i s  s i s t e r ,  H e n r i e t t a ,  f o r  whoa 
he had th e  d e e p e s t  £ f f a c t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  i n  h i s  c o r re sp o n d ­
ence t o  I n d i c a t e  any f e e l i n g  o th e r  th en  a c h e e r f u l  end c o n f id e n t  
s p i r i t .  A lso ,  h i s  p r o f e s s io n a l  la b o r s  a p p a re n t ly  met w ith  some 
s u c c e s s ,  f o r  d u r in g  th e  yea r  which fo llow ed h i s  r e t u r n  to  
L o u i s v i l l e ,  he w ro te  h i s  f a t h e r ,  who was then  in  command o f  an 
e ra y  i n  t h e  Utah T e r r i t o r y ,  t h a t  he had been v e ry  s u c c e s s fu l  
in  h i s  b u s in e s s ,  t h a t  he had handled  some d i  " f l o u l t  and t r o u b l e ­
some s u i t s ,  f o r  wbioh he had been w e ll  p a id ,  and t h a t  h i s  b u s in e s s  
was g ro w in g .2^ G enera l Jo h n s to n  was a t  t h a t  t im e th e  t a r g e t  of 
some c r i t i c i s m  beoause o f  h i s  v ig o ro u s  p o l ic y  in  d e a l in g  with th e
Mormons; end h i s  so n , w r i t in g  in  th e  seme l e t t e r ,  gave him th e  
*
fo l lo w in g  a s su ra n c e ;
P u b lic  se n tim e n t acco rds  you a v igorous  
common sen se  in  se e in g  th rough  th e  manner 
i n  which Govr. Cummings i s  be ing  overreached*
The o p in io n s  o f  th e  Jo h n s to n  fam ily  a re  o f  
c o u r s e —unanimous. There i s  b u t one o p in io n  
n& t o  your h igh  d e s e r t s  among th e  p re s s  and 
th e  p e o p le *30
A lthough young J o h n s to n ’s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were l a r g e  and 
h i s  s p i r i t  w i l l i n g  to  assume them, he was n o t  w ith o u t  com pensat­
ing  a d v a n ta g e s ,  which must heve done much to  keep h i s  courage 
s t r o n g .  In  L o u i s v i l l e  he had a r a t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a l  p ro p e r ty  and 
a c la n  o f  lo y a l  end a f f e c t i o n a t e  kinsmen, who were i n t e r e s t e d
P. Jo h n s to n  to  A. s .  J o h n s to n ,  June 25, 1858. 
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i n  him . The m ost im p o r ta n t  end th e  most devoted o f  th e s e  r e l a t i v e s  
wes t h e  u n o le  f o r  whom th e  young man mas named, W illiam  P re s to n ,
In  th e  summer o f  1843, when W illiam  was in  th e  s a r l y  p a r t  o f  h i s  
c o l l e g e  c a r e e r  a t  th e  I n s t i t u t e ,  P re s to n  had w r i t t e n  in  th e  f o l ­
low ing  manner t o  A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n s to n :
He i s  e l l  your h e a r t  could w ish ; a l l  
t h a t  a f a t h e r  could  d e s i r e .  B reve , g e n t l e ,  
d o c i l e ,  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  i n d u s t r i o u s ,  w ith  deep 
and t r u e  p a s s io n s ,  he i s  a son o f  whom a 
f a t h e r  may w e ll  be proud* He i s  a l r e a d y  t o  
me a companion and a f r i e n d  and seems a 
younger b ro th e r*  Xn reg a rd  to  h i s  f u tu r e  
c a r e e r  I  f e e l  th e  utm ost a n x ie ty  , 33-
T h is  i n t e r e s t  and d e v o t io n  con tinued  th ro u g h o u t G enera l 
P re s to n * s  l i f e *  T hat h i s  su p p o r t  and encouragement was s t ro n g  
end s in c e r e  i s  a p p a re n t  from an e x t r a c t  ta k en  from a l e t t e r  whioh 
he w ro te  to  h i s  nephew in  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  1858 when th e  young 
men was w r e s t l i n g  w ith  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a l r e a d y  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  
and when he h im s e lf  was d e p a r t in g  from h i s  home in  Lexington  f o r  
W ashington:
. . * For y o u r s e l f ,  my d e a r  W i l l ,  X see  
a n o b le  and h o n o rab le  fu tu re *  Do n o t  despond, 
under any o lro u m s ts n e e s .  You a r e  in  th e  
r i g h t  p a th ,  and have l a i d  a good and s t r o n g  
fo u n d a t io n  o f  worth and honor. Your i n t e l ­
l ig e n c e  w i l l  do th e  r e s t*  God b l e s s  you and 
b e l i e v e  me
F a i t h f u l l y  your f r ie n d  
V,. P r e s to n .*'3
^p W ill ian  P re s to n  to  A. s .  Jo h n s to n ,  August 23, 1848. 
W i l l i a m  P re s to n  to  w. P. J o h n s to n ,  November 35, 1858*
J o h n s to n  had d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  formed e p a r tn e r s h i p  w ith  
E* 8m W orth ing ton  o f  L o u i s v i l l e ,  and i n  th e  b r i e f  y e a rs  which 
preceded th e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  War th© two a t to rn e y s  p r a c t i s e d  
t h e i r  p r o f e s s io n  w ith  f l u c t u a t i n g  s u c c e s s .  However, i n d i c a t i o n s  
p o in t  to  on upward t r e n d  in  t h e i r  b u s in e s s  and abending*
W illiam  co n tin u ed  to  g iv e  some a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  h ie  
r e l a t i v e s *  A l e t t e r  t o  H e n r ie t t a  i n  th e  summer o f  1859 g iv e s  
en acco u n t o f  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  s e t t l e  some m a t te r s  f o r  one o f  h i s  
a u n t s ,  and r e l a t e s  t h a t  he has pa id  a t  th e  Bank o f  Kentucky a 
n o te  f o r  #350, which was owed by h i s  s i s t e r *  "How I  d id  i t  I  
d o n ' t  know," he added , " f o r  I  hove n o t  seen  any m oney*"^  How­
e v e r ,  a l e t t e r  from G enera l Jo h n s to n  to  H e n r ie t t a  In  th e  fo l lo w ­
ing  yetsr i n d i c a t e s  a r i s i n g  p r o s p e r i ty  i n  h i s  s o n 's  a f f a i r s .
Thie l e t t e r ,  w r i t t e n  from Camp F loyd , TJtah, c o n ta in s  th e  u su a l  
compound o f  sound ad v ice  and a f f e c t i o n a t e  y ea rn in g  which c h a r ­
a c t e r i z e d  th e  G e n e ra l 's  l e t t e r s  to  h i s  c h i ld r e n .  Concerning 
W il l ia m 's  b u s in e s s  end f u tu r e  p r o s p e c t s ,  he w ro te :
I t  i s  a g r e s t  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  to  me to  
h e a r  o f  K i l l ' s  co n tin u ed  p r o s p e r i t y :  h e ,
I  do n o t  d o u b t ,  l a  v e ry  hap-jy w ith  h i s  
l i t t l e  fa m ily  around him. I  hop© he w i l l  
u l t i m a t e ly  ta k e  to  fa rm in g ; i t  has many 
charms fo r  me end a l th o u g h  you s l y l y  h in t  
t h a t  I  r a t h e r  f a i l e d  88 a fa rm er I  fcrd th e  
h ig h e s t  t e a t i m o n ia l s  from my n e ig h b o rs  o f
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W. P. Jo h n s to n  to  H e n r ie t t a  Jo h n s to n ,  August 31, 1859.
a g r a n t  su c c es s  f o r  my sm a ll m ean s--!  r e f e r  
you a l s o  t o  W ill  who wes a l s o  « w i tn e s s  and 
a p a r t i c i p a t o r  in  my e f f o r t s *  I f  he d e ­
c id e s  a g a i n s t  me, I  s h a l l  g iv e  up my p r e te n s io n s  
i n  t h a t  l i c e  and look  to  som ething e l s e  f o r  
fam e .3*
The l i t t l e  fa m ily  r e f e r r e d  t o  in  G enera l J o h n s to n 1a l e t t e r  now 
in c lu d ed  a t h i r d  d a u g h te r ,  Hoes, who was horn  in  December, 1858, 
and who was named f o r  h e r  m o th e r*33
In  th e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  Campaign o f  1860 W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n  
was a c t i v e  in  h ie  su p p o r t  o f  John C* B reo k en rld g e , «nd d u r in g  th e  
weeks im m edia te ly  p re c e d in g  th e  e l e c t i o n  mad© campaign speeches  
i n  su p p o r t  o f  t h i s  c a n d id a t e , 33 who had been nominated i n  B a lt im o re  
by th e  b o l t i n g  S ou thern  Democrats a f t e r  th e  r e g u la r  co n v en tio n  
had nominated S tephen  A* D ouglas*37 John s to n * s  p a r t n e r ,  W orth ing ton , 
and many o f  h ie  o th e r  c lo s e  friend©  s u p p o r t 'd  Douglas* A f te r  th e  
e l e c t i o n  o f  L in c o ln ,  he f e l t  "no a s p e r i t y  or  p a r t i s a n  h a r s h n e s s '  
toward th e s e  f e l lo w  D em ocrats, who had d i f f e r e d  w ith  him, b u t  h i s  
f e e l i n g s  co n cern in g  th e  s i t u a t i o n  produced by th e  e le v a t io n  o f  th© 
R epub lican  P a r ty  to  power were in te n s e * 3® To one o f  h i s  prom inent 
N orthern  f r i e n d s .  Judge J*  R* F la n d e rs ,  who was s t r o n g ly  and 
open ly  opposing  th e  encroachm ents on th e  r i g h t s  o f  th® S ou thern
3% .  8 * Jo h n s to n  to  H e n r ie t t a  Jo h n s to n ,  Jan u ary  4 ,  1860*
P* Jo h n s to n ,  T h e .J o h n s to n s  o f  S a l i s b u r y * p. 161*
36l o u i s v i l l e  D em ocrst, s e p te m b e rT d ," 58", and 30, 1860; O ctober 
£* 4 ,  5 , 6 , 11, 12, end 17 , I860*
° 'D av id  S* Uuz/.ey, The U nit <3 S t a t e s  o f  America th rough  th®
Ci v i l  w ar ,  (2 v o ls* T 7 “B o s W rf  OTnh“ R n r “C6T ;  ISZ 7 T 5 r r i 7 T -  -20 .
F * ? ohnston  to  J .  H* F la n d e rs ,  December 31, 1860, in  wnr 
o f  th e  R e b e l l io n * O f f i c i a l  Record o f  th e  Union end C onfedera t e  
Arm ies* ( c i t e d  h e r e a f t e r  f isO ." if ." ) . S e r l e s T Y ,“T o l 7 ’"Ti, 1'p . " S i d *
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S t a t e s , J o h n s to n  w ro te  t h a t  ha d id  no t d e s i r e  s e c e s s io n ;  b u t h i s  
f o l lo w in g  rem arks i n d i c a t e  h i s  c o n v ic t io n  o f  i t s  i n e v i t a b i l i t y :
I  re g a rd  a d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  Union as  
i n e v i t a b l e .  I  know th *  p r o p e l l i n g  id e a s  o f  
R epublican ism  to o  w e l l  t o  have any hope.
The l e a d e r s  may re c e d e ;  th e  e x c i te d  peop le  
w i l l  n o t .  1 have every  f e e l i n g  o f  k in d n e ss  
f o r  th o s e  **t th e  n o r th  who hove r e s i s t e d  
our s u b ju g a t io n ,  b u t  I  a i s u r e  you t h a t  T 
speak  th e  se n tim e n t o f  @0 i n  100 when 1 
t e l l  you u n le s s  prom ptly  and f u l l y  rep u b ­
l ic a n i s m  re c e d e s  end g u a ra n te e s  a r e  g iven  
f o r  our s e c u r i t y  Kentucky, th e  most con­
s e r v a t i v e  S ou thern  s t a t e ,  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  
se c e d e .  M oreover, any a t te m p t  to  c o e rc e  
a S ou thern  S t a t e  w i l l  r a l l y  an army to  i t s  
s u p p o r t .  Kentucky w i l l  n o t  e rm it  any 
t r o o p s  to  c ro s s  h e r  b o rder  fo r  t h a t  p u rp o se .
S t i l l  we a r e  s t r i v i n g  to  hope a g a in s t  hope 
th rough  our lo v e  f o r  th e  u n io n .
In  th e  autumn o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  y ea r  Judge F la n d e rs  and h is
e d i to r  b r o t h e r ,  F . P . F la n d e r s ,  were a r r e s t e d  by o rd e r  o f  th e
S t a t e  Pepnrtm ent o f  th e  U nited  S t a t e s  Government, charged  w ith
d i s l o y a l  end s e d i t i o u s  co n d u c t,  ~nd confined  in  p r i s o n  f o r
s e v e r a l  m o n t h s . A m o n g  th e  ev idence  p re se n te d  a g a in s t  th e
F la n d e rs  b r o th e r s  was th e  Johnston  l e t t e r ,  from Which we hove * w
j u s t  qu o ted ; and in  th e  re c o rd  o f  th e  c e»se, th e  fo l lo w in g  s t a t e ­
ment w ith  r e f e r e n o e  to  Judge F la n d e rs  o c c u rs :
A well-known le a d e r  o f  th  s e c e s s i o n i s t s  
in  t h ° t  s t a t e ,  (Kentucky) J i l  iam r e s to n  
Jo h n s to n ,  w ro te  him on th e  3 1 s t  o f  December,
I8 6 0 , th a n k in g  him fo r  h i s  kind f e e l i n g s ,  
a s s u r in g  him th  t  Kentucky, the  most e o ru e rv a -  
t iv t i  S ou thern  S t  t e ,  would c e r t  i n ly  secede 
and i n v i t i n g  him to  go th e r e  to  r e s i d e . 4*
j t  i > \ l h i  d  »*  /■ /
4? 0 . p . ,  S e r i e s  l i f t  pp. 930-9S6,(V ol. II*
4*Tbi3*.f p. 940.
J o h n s to n ’s name ap p e a rs  In  th e  re c o rd  o f  a n o th e r  c a se  of a 
p e rso n  charged  w i th  d i s l o y a l t y  t o  th e  U nion, In  which in s t a n c e  
th e  ’’w ell-know n le a d e r  o f  th e  s e c e s s i o n i s t s ” i s  r e f e r r e d  to  as  
” s known r e b e l  a t  L o u i s v i l l e ,  K entucky," The c irc u m sta n ces  o f  
th e  ca se  grew o u t  o f  th e  r e s i g n a t i o n  from th e  U nited  S t *t e a  
Army o f  G enera l A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n s to n ,  who, a t  th e  tim e of 
h i s  w ith d raw al from s e rv ic e ,  was i n  command of th e  Departm ent 
o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  T h ink ing  t h s t  G enera l Jo h n s to n  wiight seek  to  
r e t u r n  home by way o f  New York, md h e a r in g  t h a t  he would be 
a r r e s t e d  i f  he d id ,  h i s  son determ ined  to  warn him o f  h i s  danger 
S in ce  th e  younger Jo h n s to n  knew t h a t  a l l  l e t t e r s  were s u b je c t  
to  o f f i c i a l  s c r u t i n y ,  he engaged a midshipman, Edward S . Buggies 
t o  d e l i v e r  a message to  th e  G enera l b e fo re  he could re a c h  th e  
N o rth ern  P o r t , 42 Buggies went to  Manama in  th e  hope o f  i n t e r ­
c e p t in g  G enera l Jo h n s to n  t h e r e ,  b u t  succeeded o n ly  in  a ro u s in g  
th e  s u s p ic io n s  of  th e  U nited  S t a t e s  c o n s u l .  He a f te rw a rd s  l e f t  
J o h n s to n 's  l e t t e r  w ith  th e  consu l a t  Havana and r e tu rn e d  to  
New Yorkywhere he was a r r e s t e d  upon s u s p ic io n  o f  t r e a s o n .  The 
l e t t e r ,  which was f i r s t  opened by th e  consu l a t  Havana and 
l a t e r  t r a n s m i t t e d  to  th e  S t a t e  D epartm ent, co n ta in e d  a w arning 
to  G enera l Jo h n s to n  n o t  to  t r u s t  h im se lf  in  th e  hands o f  a " p e r ­
f i d i o u s  enemy,n end th e  in fo rm a tio n  t h a t  he was to  be o f f e re d  
a p la c e  i n  th e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v ic e  of th e  Confederacy second o n ly
42W, D, J o h n s to n ,  A lb e r t  S idney J o h n s to n , p. 268.
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to  P r e s id e n t  D a v is . 43 How g r e a t l y  th e  son u n d e r e s t im a te d  h i s  
f a t h e r ' s  knowledge o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n ;  G enera l Jo h n s to n  t r a v e le d  
th e  lo n g  jo u rn ey  eastw ard  on horseback  over b u rn in g  d e s e r t s  and 
a c ro s s  weary s t r e t c h e s , 44
In  th e  l i g h t  o f  what we have in d ic a te d  co n cern in g  th e  a t t i ­
tu d e  end a c t i v i t i e s  o f  W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n  in  re g a rd  to  
th e  s e c t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t ,  i t  i s  h a rd ly  n e c e s s a ry  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  
he devoted th e  f u l l  power o f  h i s  e n e rg ie s  to  th e  S ou thern  side*
The p r i n c i p l e s  which m o tiv a ted  him a re  f u l l y  en u n c ia ted  in  h i s  
b io g rap h y  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  and w i l l  be p ro p e r ly  no ted  in  a l a t e r  
c h a p te r  d e a l in g  w ith  t h a t  work. When s e c e s s io n  o c c u r re d ,  &b 
he end o th e r  a rd e n t  S o u th e rn e rs  knew i t  would, he became a c t i v e  
in  th e  e f f o r t s  which were b e in g  made to  throw th e  s t r e n g th  o f  
h i s  n a t iv e  Kentucky to  th e  su p p o r t  o f  th e  seced in g  s t a t e s .  With 
C a p te in  P h i l  L ee , James W. H e w il l ,  who w ith  th e  rank  o f  c o lo n e l  
f e l l  a t  Chickamauga, and C olonel R. A. Johnson , he r e c r u i t e d  
a number o f  companies f o r  th e  C onfedera te  S e r v i c e , 46 and a f t e r ­
wards se rv ed  a s  a f i e l d  o f f i c e r  in  command o f  Kentucky t r o o p s . 46
Almost im m edia te ly  a f t e r  th e  opening o f  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  Jo h n s to n  
made a jo u rn ey  to  Montgomery, Alabama, where he c o n fe r re d  w ith  
P re s id e n t  D avis and w ith  L. P . YJalker, S e c r e ta r y  o f  War fo r  th©
430 .  R . ,  S e r i e s  XI, V ol. I I ,  p .  358.
44W. P .  Jo h n s to n ,  A lb e r t  S idney J o h n s to n , pp. 277-391.
45J .  S toddard  J o h n s to n ,  H is to r y  o f  L o u i s v i l l e , Vol. I ,  p . 661.
43U nlted S t a t e s  War Departm ent r e c o rd s .
new ly-form ed C o n fe d e ra te  governm ent#47 R e tu rn in g  to  L o u is v i l le *  
he w ro te  a l e t t e r  t o  th e  S e c r e ta r y  i n  which he gave him th e  
fo l lo w in g  in fo rm a t io n  oonoern ing  th e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  in  Kentucky:
I  saw Governor M agoffin  today  ( I  a r ­
r iv e d  l a s t  n ig h t )  and he to ld  me o f  h i s  
r e p l y  communicated to  you by messenger#
He i s  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  any p r e c i p i t a t e  a c t io n  
on th e  p a r t  o f  our f r i e n d s  w i l l  r e a c t  and 
damage us# The S ta t e  i s  unarmed w ith  a 
b o rd e r  o f  700 m ile s  exposed to  a f u r io u s  
foe# That suoh i s  th e  ca se  i s  th e  f a u l t  
n e i t h e r  o f  th e  governor o r  o f  our p a r ty  
bu t o f  th o s e  f a i s e  l e a d e r s  and em beciles 
who p r e f e r r e d  p a r ty  advan tage  to  th e  s a f e ty  
o f  our Commonwealth# Our m i l i t a r y  o rg an ­
i z a t i o n s  a r e  be ing  p e r f e c te d  b u t we a r e  
b ad ly  armed, *nd I  r e g r e t  to  say  th  t  o th e r  
companies a r e  b e in g  e n ro l le d  h o s t i l e  to  th e  
South *nd I  f e o r  equipped w ith  F e d e ra l  g o ld .
The governor i s  t r y i n g  however to  i n t r u s t  
our S t a t e  arms o n ly  w ith  th e  lo y a l  men.
The J o u r n a l  and Democrat a r e  X^incoln p a p e rs .
The se n t im e n t  o f  th e  Sou thern  S t a t e ' s  r i g h t s  
men i s  opposed to  ta k in g  a c t io n  u n t i l  
Kentucky i s  armed and o r g a n iz 'd .  I  canno t 
say  t h a t  my judgment d isa p p ro v e s  of  t h i s  
however my h e a r t  may p o i n t .  An unarmed 
peop le  i s  a mob. T ru s t  a l i t t l e  to  tim e 
and be n o t  d i s t r u s t f u l  o f  men who have so 
much a t  s ta k e  as th e  Kentucky p a t r i o t s .
Four hundred men l e f t  h e re  y e s te rd a y  f o r  
V i r g i n i a .  I  l e a r n  from C ol. John S.
W illiam s (known as C erro  Gordo W illiam s) 
l a t e l y  a c i t i z e n  from S ou thern  I l l i n o i s ,  t h a t  
he has been com pelled to  abandon h i s  l a rg e  
e s t a t e  t h e r e  and t h a t  F ;n tu c k io n s  a r e  no 
lo n g e r  s a f e  t h e r e .  He has come to  e x c i te  
our peop le  to  w ar . 48
£ • •  S e r i e s  I I ,  V o l. I I ,  p .  358 .
4aW. P . Jo h n s to n  to  I,. P . W alker, A p r i l  36, 1861; i n  0 . R . , 
S e r i e s  I I ,  V ol. I I ,  pp. 365-566. ~
In  t h e  r e f i n i n g  p arag rap h  o f  th e  l e t t e r ,  th© w r i t e r  t e l l s  o f  
th© t h r e a t e n i n g  a t t i t u d e  o f  F e d e ra l  fo re e e  in  a t*  Louis and 
C a iro ,  and s t a t e s  t h a t  he end h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  in  L o u i s v i l l e  
a r e  p r e p a r in g  to  o rg a n iz e  u n i t s  o f  a r t i l l e r y  and ordnance 
t h e r e .
The p ro s p e c t  which faced  th© Jo h n sto n  fa m ily  wo© indeed a
sad o n e , Jo h n s to n  was p re p a r in g  to  e n t e r  th e  army, which uneant
t h a t  th e  co m fo r tab le  home and s u b s t a n t i a l  p ro p e r ty  in  L o u i s v i l l e
must be abandoned n o t  on ly  by him b u t  by hi© fam ily  a© w e l l ,
M rs, Jo h n s to n  had th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h r e e  baby g ir l®  and
o f  h e r  m o th e r , who s u f f e r e d  from a p a in fu l  m alady. On June 21,
1861, Loss Jo h n s to n  gave b i r t h  to  a so n , to  whom th e  name o f  hi©
g r a n d f a th e r ,  a l b e r t  S idney  J o h n s to n ,  was g i v e n . T w o  months
a f t e r  h i s  b i r t h ,  th e  m other l e f t  her  home and took  h er  fam ily
S o u th , where th e y  r e s id e d  in  a number o f  p la c e s  d u r in g  th e  fo u r
BOy ea rs  o f  war which fo l lo w e d .
On J u ly  16, 1861, Jo h n s to n  was g iven  a commission as  b ia jo r  
in  th e  Second Kentucky Regiment o f  A r t i l l e r y  in  th e  C onfedera te  
s e r v i c e . 51 On September 14, o f  t h u t  y© r , G enera l A lb e r t  S idney 
Jo h n s to n  a r r iv e d  in  N a s h v i l l e ,  T ennessee , where he w a jo y ­
f u l l y  welcomed. H is son was p r e s e n t  upon t h i s  o ccas io n  and
AQ ? .  Jo h n s to n ,  The Jo h n s to ne g f  S a l i s b u r y ,  p . 161. 
w. P . and Poe* Jo lfn s ton , O b itu a ry  L e t t e r  co n cern in g  t h e i r  son,
J a n u a ry  16, 1885. (Pub l ished  nnd mailed from Piohaaond, V i r g i n i a .
J o h n s to n ’s C e r t i f i c a t e  of  C otun io ion  i s  In th e  L ib ra ry  of 
C ongress , D iv is io n  o f  M a n u sc r ip ts .
shared in  th e gen era l happ iness; but subsequent events caused
him to  rev iew  th e  c irc u m sta n c e s  o f  th e  day in  m ournful r e t r o ­
s p e c t ,  >s th e  fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t w i l l  in d ic a te :
T h is  was th e  l a s t  day th  t  I  ev r  saw 
my f a t h e r —th e  o n ly  d^y a f t ^ r  h is  r e tu r n  
from  C a l i f o r n i a .  I  was on my way to  th e  
Army o f  N o rth e rn  V ir g in ia ,  in  which I  h Id 
a com m ission, and saw him fo r  a few h o u rs . . ,
He was ad v ised  by f r ie n d s  to  p u t me on h is  
e t? i f f ,  a s  I  hnd met some d isap p o in tm en t a t  
th e  heads o f  th e  war D epartm ent* But he 
th o u g h t, and I  ag reed  w ith  him a t  th e  t ime,  
t h i t ,  f o r  ay  s a k e , nd to  avoid even th e  
sem blance o f  p a r t i a l i t y ,  i t  w is b e t te r  f o r  
me to  fo reg o  th e  p le a s u re  o f  t h i s  a s s o c ia t io n ,  
and se rv e  in  th e  p o s i t io n  I  had made fo r  
m y se lf . T h is  d e c is io n ,  p roper a s  i t  w*s 
in  i t s  g e n e ra l  a s p e c ts ,  I  have o f te n  s in c e  
r e g r e t t e d ,  f o r  obv ious re a s o n s ;  m ost o f  a l l ,  
t h a t  I  was n o t w ith  him in  th e  p a in fu l  season  
o f  h is  r e v e r s e s ,  f o r  such use a s  I  m ight have 
been to  him , and fo r  th p  le s s o n s  I  m ight have 
le a rn e d  in  h is  exam ple.
The n e x t few m onths were to  b r in g  two s e r io u s  m is fo r tu n e s  to  
th e  younger Jo h n s to n . S e rv in g  a s  a f i e l d  o f f i c e r  in  V ir g in ia ,  
he c o n tra c te d  a s e r io u s  i l l n e s s ,  which ren d ered  him u n f i t  fo r  
such s e r v ic e ,  and which l e f t  i t s  e f f e c t s  w ith  him th ro u g h o u t 
h is  l i f e .  l?ven more g riev o u s  to  him w is th e  lo s s  o f  h is  f a t h e r ,  
who f e l l  in  th e  B t t l©  o f  S h ilo h  on A p r i l  6 , 1S6&.
5 SW. P . Jo  n s to n ,  A lb e r t S idney  Jo h n s to n . p . 307.
CHAPTER V
THE WAR YEARS
On J u ly  16 , 1661, W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n sto n  was made a m ajor 
in  th e  Second K entucky R eg lsaaat,^  and on A ugust ? was t r a n s f e r r e d  
to  th e  T h ird  Kentucky V o lu n teers* ^  On O ctober 14 , he was prom oted 
to  l i e u te n a n t - c o lo n e l  and was a s s ig n e d  to  th e  F i r s t  K entucky, an 
in f a n t r y  r e g im e n t.3 Tiiia r a g la n n t ,  which waa a t ta o h e d  to  th e  
Army o f  n o r th e rn  V ir g in ia ,  to o k  p a r t  in  th a  f i r s t  b a t t l e  o f  M anassas, 
b u t Jo h n s to n  m s  n o t a s s ig n e d  t o  I t  u n t i l  l a t e r #  In  th e  f a l l  and 
w in te r  o f  t h a t  y e a r  h i s  command was encamped n e a r  F a ir f a x  and C en ter*  
v i l l e  in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  M anassas** The young o f f i c e r  d id  n o t en jo y  
army l i f e :  many o f  th e  s o ld i e r s  were o f  a  rough s o r t ,  "sometime©
s e iz e d  w ith  a  mania to  g e t  w hisky"} and f re q u e n t rain©  made th e
t e n t s  damp and cold* These d isc o m fo rts  were o f  co u rse  ag g rav a ted  
by h is  lo n e l in e s s  f o r  h is  fam ily , who were th e n  in  fiashvllle***
!p s * J o h n s to n , in  s p i t e  o f  th e  demands which were made upon h er 
tim e by th e  car© o f  h e r fo u r  sm all c h i ld re n  and h er m o th e r, who
^Johnston  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Commission ( l i b r a r y  o f C ongress, D iv is ion  
M anuscrip ts}*
°A dj• and Xnsp* Genl* O f f ic e ,  C* 3* A ., S p e c ia l  Order Ho* XI?
X h ib rary  o f  C ongress)*
J o h n s t o n 's  Commission (L ib ra ry  o f  C o n g re ss )«
gW* P* Jo h n sto n  to  Rosa Jo h n s to n , Oct* IB , 1001; Jan* 1' , 1802*
W# P* Jo h n s to n  to  Kosa Jo h n s to n , Oct* 10 , 1001*
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was o f te n  t i l ,  ch ee red  h e r  husband*a s p i r i t®  w ith  a " f u l l  and 
f a i t h f u l  c o rre sp o n d e n c e • Jo h n s to n 1® perfo rm ance in  t h i s  re g a rd  
we® e q u a lly  good, h i s  l e t t e r s  c o n ta in in g  a f u l l  acco u n t o f  many 
th in g s  w hich o c c u rre d  in  h i s  reg im en t and o th e r  m a t te r s  o r  I n t e r e s t * 7  
In  one o f  them he d e s c r ib e s  a l i v e l y  sk irm is h  in  w hich Mrs* John­
ston* s  wayward b ro tf ie r ,  A lle k , nad ex p e rien ced  s e v e r a l  narrow  
e s c a p e s * 3
About th e  m idd le  o f  J a n u a ry , XB62, Jo h n s to n  was tak en  w ith  
a se v e re  i l l n e s s *  He d eve loped  pneumonia and l a t e r  ty p h o id  f e v e r ,  
w hich co m b in atio n  b ro u g h t him in te n s e  s u f f e r in g  and im p aired  h is  
h e a l th  f o r  th e  rem ainder o f  h is  l i f e #  lie was removed from camp to  
lian asaas and l a t a r  to  Biohmond# th e re  he was n u rsed  f o r  a tim e 
"w ith  u n re m it t in g  a t t e n t i o n  and b r o th e r ly  c e re  by Mr* L ucius C* 
Duncan, an  o ld  c o l le g e  c la ssm a te  and f r i e n d , "  a f t e r  which Mrs* 
Jo h n sto n  a r r iv e d  w ith  h e r two s m a lle s t  c h i ld re n  and took  o ver th e  
t a s k * 9  By th e  m idd le o f  F eb ru a ry , a lth o u g h  f a r  rrom  re c o v e re d , he 
was a b le  to  w rit®  l e t t e r s  to  h is  f a th e r  and to  h ie  u n c le ,  L ll l ia m  
P res to n *  To th e  form er he r e l a t e d  th e  k in d n e ss  o f  r e s id e n t  
D av is , who v i s i t e d  him on th e  day t h a t  h is  fe v e r  b ro k e , t r e a te d  
him w ith  a lm o st f a th e r ly  c a r e ,  and b ro u g h t him an o ran g e  which 
Mrs* D avis had sen t*  He s ta te d  a l s o  t h a t  h is  i l l n e s s  had been
m  l e t te r ®  which paaoed between Jo h n sto n  and h is  w ife  d u r in g
q ts&x a r e  among h ie  papers*  
gW* P* Jo h n s to n  to  Boaa Jo h n s to n , s o . 2 4 , 1061* 
W* P* Jo h n s to n  to  A* 2* Jo h n s to n , Feb* 14 , 1862*
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b ro u g h t on by th e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  h i s  tts e a l  and e x e r t io n s ,  w hich 
a r e  a lw ays n e c e s s a ry  w ith  v o lu n te e r s • ” C oncern ing  h i s  f u tu r e  in  
th e  arm y, he was In  d o u b t;
X f e a r  my c o n s t i tu t io n  i s  n o t s tro n g  
enough f o r  th® f ie ld * * # # !  b e l ie v e  I  have 
th® s o u l  o f  a  s o l d i e r ,  b u t my s t r e n g th  i s  
n o t  e q u a l to  ay  w i l l * 3-0
Almost im m edia te ly  a f t e r  he began to  r e c o v e r ,  he was b e s e t  
by a n x ie t i e s  from  two sou rces#  i s  fa ther*©  fo rc e s  In  Tennessee 
re c e iv e d  a s ta g g e r in g  blow in  th e  lo s s  o f  jro r t Donelaon ana th e  
c a p tu re  o f  i t s  15 ,000  d e fe n d e rs ;  and G ^ionel Jo h n s to n  re c e iv e d  
th e  news a l s o  t h a t  h is  own reg im en t was to  be d isb an d ed  w ith in  
a  few w eeks, w hich a c t io n  would p ro b ab ly  le a v e  him w ith  no p la c e  
in  th e  arm y. Some o f  h is  f r ie n d s #  r e a l i s i n g  a s  he d id  t h a t  he 
would n ever be a b le  to  undergo th e  hardship©  o f  f i e l d  s e r v ic e ,  
ad v ise d  him to  ap p ly  f o r  th e  command o f  th e  a r s e n a l  a t  L i t t l e  
Hook o r  f o r  th e  p o s tm a s te rs h ip  a t  hew O rle a n s , b o th  o f  which 
w ere soon to  bo v ac an t# 3-3- in  h i s  dilemma he tu rn e d  f o r  co u n se l to  
h i s  f a t h e r ,  who was f a c in g  th e  g r e a t e s t  c r i s i s  o f  h i s  long  m i l i t a r y  
c a r e e r ;
I f  you have tim e , I  know you w i l l  h e lp  
me s e t t l e  th e s e  p e rp le x in g  q u e s t io n s .  I f  
s o , w r i t s  me iaam ediately o r  a s  soon as  you 
can# I f  you do n o t ,  I  w i l l  know i t  i a  from th e  
p re s s u re  o f  more im p o rta n t a f f a i r s # 3̂
j f t l b id *
3 * i r F ,  Jo h n s to n  to  A# a# Jo h n s to n , Feb# 10 , 1862; w. P . Jo h n s to n  
to  $# P re s to n , Feb# 19 , 1862*
F# Jo h n s to n  to  A# S . Jo h n s to n , Feb. 1 8 , 1862#
C o lo n e l Jo h n s to n 9 e reco v e ry  was slow# An e x te n s io n  o f  h ie  
s ic k  le a v e  wee re q u e s te d  by h i s  p h y s ic ia n  on A p r i l  17,*® and two 
days l a t e r  th e  War D epartm ent is s u e d  f o r  him a com m ission a s  a id e -  
de-cam p, w ith  th e  ran k  o f  c o lo n e l  o f  c a v a lry * * 4  In  t h i s  c a p a c ity  
he se rv ed  on th e  s t a f f  o f  P re s id e n t  P&vls# Jo h n s to n 9© new a p p o in t­
ment came a l i t t l e  l e s s  th a n  two weeks a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r  was k i l l e d  
on th e  f i e l d  o f  S h i lo h 5 and one o f  h i s  f i r s t  a ss ig n m en ts  was to  
in s p e c t  th e  f o r c e s  o f  G enera l B eau reg ard , who had succeeded  to  
th e  c h ie f  command o f  th e  Army o f  th e  West a f t e r  G eneral Jo h n s to n ’ s  
death*  A c tin g  upon o rd e r s  from  th© P re s id en t,* ®  Jo h n s to n  went 
to  C o r in th , M is s is s ip p i ,  In sp e c te d  th e  t r o o p s ,  and in v e s t ig a te d  
s e v e r a l  m a tte r s  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  c o n d itio n  and th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  
th e  army w hich w ere u n s a t i s f a c to r y  to  lir* Bavls* They w ere 
h a rd ly  more s a t i s f a c to r y  to  th e  in s p e c tin g  o f f i c e r ’ s  u n c le , G enera l 
r e s to n ,  who had w r i t t e n  some weeks e a r l i e r  from  C o r in th , "W® 
m iss your f a th e r*  The double  Bees do n o t r i s e  to  th© exigency#'**® 
At C o rin th  C olonel Jo h n s to n  met G enera l L eonidsa P o lk , who had 
roomed w ith  G enera l Jo h n s to n  a t  West P o in t ,  and who, upon th e  
assig n m en t o f  t h a t  o f f i c e r  to  th e  c h ie f  command in  th e  West, had 
g iv en  up b in  d u t ie s  a s  B ishop o f  L o u is ian a  to  le a d  a d iv is io n  o f
1 SD. L'. Y ftrd e ll to  War D e p t.,  C. 0 ,  A ., A pr. IV, 186a. (L ib ra ry  o f 
C ongress)
Johns to n ’ s  C o m iss io n *  (L ib ra ry  o f Congress)
^ D a v is  t o  W* ?* Jo h n s to n , June 14, 1868, in  0 * E . , S e r ie s  I ,  V ol. X, 
P a r t  I ,  p .  786*
AOw* P re s to n  to  W* P . Jo h n s to n , May 30. 1868* (The o f f ic e r®  r e f e r r e d  
to  w ere G en e ra ls  B eauregard  and Bragg*}
s o ld ie r s #  In  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  th e  P r e s id e n t ,  Jo h n s to n  contended  in  
p a r t i c u l a r  th e  tro o p s  o f  P o lk , w hich w ere a  p a r t  o f  B eau reg ard 1® 
command, B is  r e p o r t  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  array a s  a whole was f o r  
th e  © ost p a r t  n o t a d v e rs e ly  c r i t i c a l ,  a lth o u g h  he in d ic a te d  some 
m a tte r s  w hich s to o d  b ad ly  in  need o f  c o r re c tio n # * ^  When Jo h n sto n  
p re s e n te d  h i s  i n s t r u c t io n s  to  G enera l B eauregard  from  Mr. D avis 
r e q u e s t in g  in fo rm a tio n  which r e l a t e d  to  h i s  command, t h a t  o f f i c e r  
d id  n o t c o n c ea l h i s  d i s p l e a s u r e , ^  which c ircu m stan ce  d o u b tle s s  
c o n tr ib u te d  t o  th e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  th e  Johnston-B eaurog& rd c o n tro ­
v e rsy  re g a rd in g  th e  B a t t l e  o f  S h ilo h  In  th e  y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  War.
as t h e  P r e s id e n t ’ a a id e ,  Jo h n s to n  re n d e red  such s e r v ic e  a s  
o n ly  a  c a p a b le , t r u s t e d ,  and lo y a l  o f f i c e r  cou ld  re n d e r , though 
i t  m s  h a id ly  a s  g ro a t  a s  one o f  h i s  e n t h u s ia s t i c  f r ie n d s  d e c la re d :
Be had o f te n  t o  be th® m e d ia to r  betw een 
h i s  s tro n g  and im p erio u s c h ie f  and th e  many 
s u b o rd in a te s  who w ere b o th  a b le  and Je a lo u s—
I t  i s  n o t e x tra v a g a n t t o  say t h a t  no o th e r  
man in  th e  C onfederacy was a s  w e ll f i t t e d  
f o r  th e  d e l i c a t e  p o s t he h e ld ;  and t h a t  h i s  
s e r v ic e s  c o n tr ib u te d  more th a n  any o th e r  
s in g le  f a c t o r  to  d e la y ^ a s  lo n g  a s  p o s s ib le  
th e  in e v i ta b le  c r a s h ,
A lthough t h i s  a p p r a i s a l  o f  Jo h n s to n ’ s  v a lu e  to  th e  C onfederacy
i s  e x a g g e ra te d , th e r e  i s  abundant ev id en ce  to  prove t h a t  he occupied
a p la c e  o f  Im portance In  th e  o f f i c i a l  fam ily  o f  Mr* Davis# Me
was e n t ru s te d  w ith  many d i f f i c u l t  and d e l i c a t e  m is s io n s , which
^ J o h n s t o n ’s  r e p o r t  o f  In s p e c tio n  in  D epartm ent Mo, 2 , J u ly  15,
1668, in  0 , B ,,  B e rio s  I ,  V o l, X, P a r t  I ,  pp . 780-793.
P# Jo h n s to n  to  hoea Jo h n s to n , June  2 1 , 1862,
X9 C ooger« p .  17.
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c a r r ie d  him to  many b a t t l e  a r e a s  th ro u g h o u t th e  Sou th ; he o f te n  
accom panied th e  P re s id e n t  i n  h i s  t r i p s  to  scen es  o f  a c t io n  and 
to  c o n fe re n c e s  w ith  h i s  g e n e ra ls ;  and he  han d led  many m a tte r s  o f  
d e t a i l  t h a t  r e q u ire d  e x e c u tiv e  a t t e n t i o n . 2** Soon a f t e r  h i s  ap­
po in tm en t he w ro te  h i s  w ife  t h a t  p eo p le  c o n s ta n t ly  s o l i c i t e d  h is  
a id  i n  s e c u r in g  f a v o r s ,  which r e q u e s ts  w ere em b arra ss in g :
Everybody presum es t h a t  because I  am 
n e a r  th e  B r e s t .  I  can e x e r t  in f lu e n c e  w ith  
him , b u t in  r e a l i t y  my p o s i t io n  t i e s  my 
hands, and even where my h e a r t  d i c t a t e s  
f r i e n d ly  i n t e r p o s i t i o n ,  b o th  my d e l ic a c y  
and common sen se  t e l l  me t h a t  I  should  r e ­
main s i l e n t . 2^
A few days l a t e r  he d e so rib e d  to  h e r  th e  c o n d itio n  o f th e  
c i ty  a s  i t  c a re d  f o r  th e  many s o ld ie r s  who had l a t e l y  been wounded. 
He w ro te  a ls o  o f  hav ing  r id d e n  w ith  P re s id e n t  D avis on two t r i p s  
o f in s p e c t io n  in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Richmond, add ing  w ith  re g a rd  to  
h i s  c h ie f :
He i s  n o t w e l l .  He s i t s  up l a t e  and 
smokes to o  m uch .* . .Ee n ev er com plains, so 
t h a t  one cannot t e l l  how he i s  ex cep t by 
h i s  a p p e a ran ce . 2 2
In  a n o th e r  l e t t e r  w r i t te n  th e  day b e fo re , h© gave an accoun t 
o f th© B a t t l e  o f Seven B ines, in  which he and D avis took  a c t iv e  
p a r t ;  and he r e l a t e s  t h a t  he saw G enera l J .  E. Jo h n s to n  c a r r ie d
20Jfor item s o f  an  o f f i c i a l  n a tu re  in v o lv in g  Jo h n sto n  see  th e  index  
volume o f  0 . E . ; and f o r  o th e r  in fo rm a tio n  concern in g  h i s  s e rv ic e s  
see  KowlanH, J e f f e r s o n  D av is . V o ls . VI, V II , V I I I ,  IX, and X*
A lso , o f  v a lu e  on th e  s u b js e t  a re  th© many l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  by 
Jo h n s to n  to  h is  w ife  d u r in g  th e  War# These a re  among th e  la rg e  
c o l l e c t io n  o f h i s  p r iv a te  p ap e rs  in  p o s se s s io n  o f one of h i s  
g ra n d d a u g h te rs , M rs. Mason l ia r r e t  o f  L o u is v i l le .
P . Jo h n s to n  to  Bosa Jo h n s to n , May 13, 1862.
W. B. Jo h n s to n  to  Rosa Jo h n s to n , June 2, 1862*
from  th© f i e l d  on a  s t r e t c h e r ,  hav ing  been wounded f o r  th e  te n th  
tim e In  c a re e r# ®  At s t i l l  a n o th e r  tim e  he w ro te  o f  th e  encourage­
ment w hich he had re c e iv e d  from  G enera l hoc $m th e y  stood  on a 
f i e l d  where a  b a t t l e  had been fo u g h t a few days b efo re#  As th ey  
ta lk e d ,  an  enemy b a llo o n  w atched them from  p e rh ap s  a d is ta n c e  o f  
two m iles#  *X w is h ,” w ro te  Jo h n s to n , "we cou ld  throw  a s h e l l  
th ro u g h  th e  ug ly  s p id e r ’ s  bag#ŵ  And he r e f e r r e d  a g a in  to  th© 
e f f o r t s  o f  a m b itio u s  p e rso n s  t o  se c u re  prom otions#
Some o f  C olonel J o h n s to n ’ s  ass ig n m en ts  and e x p e rie n c e s  d u rin g  
th e  War in c lu d e d  th© fo llo w in g s  In  th e  s p r in g  o f 1665 he ag a in  
v i s i t e d  th© Army o f  T ennessee In  th e  West and d isc u sse d  w ith  Gen­
e r a l  P o lk  th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  p la c in g  G enera l Jo sep h  E# Jo h n sto n  
in  command o f  th e  army, o f  which G enera l Bragg was th e n  th e  c h ie f  
o f f i c e r # ^  As th e  P re s id e n t ’ s  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e ,  he rev iew ed F o lk ’ s 
tro o p s  and ex p ressed  h im se lf  a s  h ig h ly  .pleased w ith  them* 8 6  I n  
O ctober, 1863, he was w ith  B avla a t  m iss io n a ry  K idge, and in  
Kay o f  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  ho and th e  2Jr e s ld e n t  were p re s e n t  a t  th e  
B a t t l e  o f  Brewry’ s  B l u f f # ^  Upon one o c c a s io n  h© e x e r te d  h is  
in f lu e n c e  w ith  P re s id e n t  Bavin and G eneral Cooper, th e  c h ie f  o f
^ w *  P# Jo h n s to n  to  Eosa Jo h n s to n , June 1 , XB62#
?# Jo h n s to n  to  Eosa Jo h n s to n , June 3 , (y e a r  n o t in d ic a te d } #
Wm# M# P o lk , L eonidas P o lk : B ishop and G en e ra l. \ 8  v o ls}  Hew
Tork: Longmans*, Green and Co#, 1893, vox# XI, pp. 201-303#
L# Polk t o  Krs# P o lk , f-tar# 30, 1863, in  W# II# * o ik ,  L eonidas 
P o lk . V ol I I ,  pp# 203-2^4#
vrrw7 ll# Owen, In  Camn and B a t t l e  w ith  th e  W ashington A r t i l l e r y  
o f  Hew O rle a n s . B oston : T lohnor and C o., 168]^ ;7* 1"#r
^ I b i d *. p# 316.
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s t a f f ,  to  a llo w  th e  r e o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  Morgan’ s famous o av a lry  
u n i t  in s te a d  o f  p e rm it t in g  i t  to  be ab so rbed  in  th e  i n f a n t r y # ^  
At a n o th e r  tim e  he p ro b ab ly  e x e r te d  s im i la r  in f lu e n c e  to  b r in g  
ab o u t th e  s e a rc h in g  o f  "b lockade  ru n n e rs , caugh t In  th e  l i n e s ,
b e a rin g  s e a le d  l e t t e r s  to  th e  N o rth * " ® 0  H is d u t ie s  and resp o n ­
s i b i l i t i e s  w ere numerous and v a r ie d ;  and a s  th e  War p ro g re sse d  
he became e m b itte re d  by th e  c r u e l t i e s  o f  th e  s tru g g le *  The 
fo llo w in g  i s  ta k e n  from  a l e t t e r  to  h i s  w ife :
I  th in k  I  w i l l  a lw ays be c h e e r fu l  and
c o n te n t i f  I  can have you b u t X f e a r  I  s h a l l
n ev e r be th e  same a g a in  t h a t  I  was b e fo re
th e  Flood* The War has e n te re d  my soul*
The t r a c k  o f b lood  i s  a c ro s s  every  memory 
and I  h a te*  T h is  h a te  I  t r u s t  to  curb t h a t  
X may f e e l  and do no more th a n  duty  r e q u i r e s .
I  am w i l l in g  to  le a v e  th e  c ru e l  and p e r f id ­
io u s  Yankees in  th e  hands o f a K u ler j u s t e r  
a s  w e ll  a s  more m e rc ifu l  th a n  I  am, b u t I  
w ant to  see  them no more and h e a r  o f them 
no more* In  T ennessee we le a r n  t h a t  th e y  
have a r r e s te d  th e  guard  o f  a f l a g  o f  t r u c e  
and a r e  go ing  to  ex ecu te  them a s  s p ie s .
We w i l l  ex ecu te  two com missioned o f f i c e r s  
f o r  one. Every day we approach n e a re r  to  th e  
b la c k  f l a g ,  and th e y  m ust q u i t  o r  make i t  war 
to  th e  k n i f e * 1
Such a  s p i r i t  was n o t In  keep ing  w ith  Jo h n s to n ’ s n a tu r e .
No ev id en ce  on t h i s  i>olnt i s  n e c e ssa ry  h e re , and th e  fo llo w in g  
in c id e n t ,  w hich was r e la te d  by one o f  h i s  Y ale c la ssm a te s  th e
29a . K. Jo h n so n , The P a r t i s a n  H angers. L o u is v i l le :  F e t t e r  C o .,
1904, pp . 152-154 .
5 0 J .  B, Jo n e s , a  K ebel war C le rk ’ s D ia ry , e d i te d  by H arold  
S w ig ^ e tt, ( 2 v o l s . ) Hew York: Old H ickory Bookshop, 1955, v o l .  1,
£* 348#
3 *W# P# Jo h n s to n  to  Hosa *Johnston, (u n d a te d ) .
y e a r  a f t e r  J o h n s to n ’ s  d e a th , i s  n o t p re s e n te d  a s  such , b u t a s  an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  t e s t im o n ia l  from  a N o rth e rn  f r ie n d :
I n  1861, a  f r ie n d  o f  m ine, R ichard  C*
E g g le s to n , e n l i s t e d  a s  s e rg e a n t in  Co* K*,
1 4 th  N* Y ,, and was te n t-m a te  w ith  my c o u s in , 
a l s o  a se rg e a n t*  He (E g g les to n ) g ra d u a l ly  
ro s e  to  a  c a p ta in c y  in  a n o th e r  reg im en t 
( 2 5 th  N. Y .) and on May 27, 1862, a t  th e  b a t ­
t l e  o f  Hanover C ou rth o u se , was s e r io u s ly  
wounded in  th e  sh o u ld e r , and ta k e n  to  a 
Richmond h o s p i ta l*  The b ro th e r  o f H oles 
(*52) had m a rrie d  E g g le s to n ’ s s i s t e r ;  so 
B o ies w ro te  an open l e t t e r  to  Jo h n s to n  to  
lo o k  a f t e r  E g g le s to n , and s e n t  i t  to  me a sk ­
in g  .me to  J o in  him in  t h i s  r e q u e s t ,  a© I  
was in  th e  U* S . s e rv ic e ,  ru n n in g  a  h o s p i t a l  
t r a n s p o r t ,  f i r s t  on th© York and a f t e r  on 
th e  Jam es R iv e r , and cou ld  g e t  i t  th ro u g h  
th e  l in e s *  Jo h n s to n  was a t  Richmond on 
P re s id e n t  D av is’ s t a f f .  He w ro te me a t  
A iken’s  L anding , under f l a g  o f  t r u c e  t h a t  
E g g le s to n ’ s  arm had been am puta ted , and he 
had d ie d  in  h o s p i t a l .  He had him b u r ie d  in  
Hollywood Cem etery, one o f two F e d e ra l 
o f f i c e r s  b u r ie d  th e r e ,  and had had h i s  g rave 
m arked.
I n  1865, a s  soon a s  one cou ld  e n te r  
Richmond, Capt* itfh itlo ck , a r e l a t i v e ,  and 
m y se lf went to  Hollywood and found th e  g rav e  
marked by Jo h n s to n , On© does n o t f o r g e t  
such th in g s l  In  Jo h n s to n ’ s l e t t e r  was one 
se n te n c e  w hich alw ays dw elt in  my memory:
" I  w i l l  g la d ly  do an y th in g  I  can to  sp a re  
a pang to  any m o th e r’ s h e a r t , ” s e p a ra t in g  
i n  th o u g h t th e  men in  b a t t l e - l i n e  a g a in s t  
hiB cause from  " th e  enem y,” and e v in c in g  a 
c h iv a lro u s  d ev o tio n  to  women, which i s  pecu­
l i a r l y  American,'*®
I t  was n e a r  th e  tim e o f  th e  o cc u rren c e  J u s t  r e l a t e d  t h a t  
Jo h n s to n ,w h ile  l i v i n g  in  th e  home o f th e  P re s id e n t,w a s  p re s e n t
S u p p le m e n t  to  Vol.* Record o f  th e  C lass of 1852, Y ale 
U n iv e r s i ty . 1900, (R e la te d  by Dubois) pp* i3 ^ H #
a t  an in te r e s t in g  conference between Mr# D avis and Walker T aylor,
th e  l a t t e r  o f  whom p re s e n te d  a d a r in g  and p la u s ib le  p la n  f o r  th e  
a b d u c tio n  o f  P re s id e n t  L in co ln  from  Washington* At th e  co n c lu s io n  
o f th e  d is c u s s io n ,  D avis r e fu s e d  to  g ra n t  a u th o r i ty  f o r  th e  a ttem p t 
and s t a t e d  h i s  re a s o n s :
In  th e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  I  suppose L in co ln  
to  be a  man o f  courage# He h as  been in  
In d ia n  w ars , and i s  a  W estern man* He would 
undoub ted ly  r e s i s t  be ing  cap tu red#  In  th a t  
ca se  you would k i l l  him# I  cou ld  n o t s ta n d  
th e  im p u ta tio n  o f  h av in g  consen ted  to  l e t  
Mr* L in co ln  be a s s a s s in a te d *  Our cause 
cou ld  n p t s ta n d  i t *  B e s id e s , what v a lu e  
would &e be t o  us a s  a p r is o n e r?  L in co ln  
i s  n o t th e  Government o r  th e  F e d e ra l  power*
He i s  m ere ly  th e  p o l i t i c a l  In s tru m en t th e re *
I f  he w ere b ro u g h t to  Richmond, w hat cou ld  
I  do w ith  him? He would have to  be t r e a te d  
l i k e  th e  m a g is t r a te  o f  th e  N o rth , and^we have 
n e i th e r  th e  tim e nor th e  p r o v i s io n . •
Jo h n s to n  r e l a t e s  a ls o  t h a t  he was p re s e n t  a t  a  co n fe ren ce
which o c c u rred  a t  th e  h e a d q u a r te rs  o f  G enera l M agruder on th e  day
a f t e r  th e  B a t t l e  o f  Seven P ines* On t h i s  o c c a s io n  one o f f i c e r
a s s e r te d  t h a t  th e  C o n fed e ra te  f o r c e s  could  n o t be m a in ta in ed
n o r th  o f  th e  James R iv e r , to  which G enera l Lee r e p l ie d  t h a t  "th o se
54argum ents would c a r ry  u s  to  th e  G ulf o f  M exico#"
D uring th e  f i r s t  th r e e  y e a rs  o f  h ie  s e rv ic e  w ith  th e  Confederacy
Jo h n s to n ’ s  w ife  and c h i ld re n  l iv e d  a t  s e v e ra l  p la c e s : ^ 5  f i r s t ,  a t
*Hl?* P . Jo h n s to n  to  A* R. Johnson , Mar# 14, 1898, in  Johnson ,
The P a r t i s a n  R angers, pp. H71«r27£.
3*W. P . Jo h n s to n  to  f ta v is , O ct. 24, 1888, in  Rowland, J efferso .fi 
D av is . Vol* X, p* 83 .
^ L e t t e r s  o f  Jo h n s to n  and h i s  w ife  to  each o th e r ,  1861, 1862, 1865,
N a s h v i l le ,  th a n  a t  M a r ie t ta ,  G eo rg ia , and f i n a l l y  a t  J e t o r s v I l l s ,
V ir g in ia ,  w hich wan c lo s e  enough to  kiohmond f o r  Jo h n s to n  t o  make 
o c c a s io n a l  v i s i t s  w ith  them* D uring th e  l a s t  y e a r  o f  th e  War, 
th e  Jo h n s to n s  w ere to g e th e r  in  Eiohmond* In  J u ly  o f  1864, Mrs* 
Jo h n s to n  gave b i r t h  to  a d a u g h te r , M arg are t w ie k l i f r e .  At th e  
tim e o f  h e r  confinem en t Mrs* Jo h n s to n 1 s  m other was s e r io u s ly  111; 
and so  g r e a t  m s  h e r  a n x ie ty  on t h i s  acco u n t t h a t  she  k e p t h e r
bed f o r  o n ly  e ig h t  d ay s , and from  t h a t  tim e  u n t i l  two weeks be­
fo r e  Mrs* D;ne&n*s d e a th  on Septem ber 13 she had th e  e n t i r e  car© 
o f  h e r  baby and h e r  m other* I t  i s  n o t s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  when 
w r i t in g  t o  h e r  c o u s in s  t h a t  f a l l ,  she s a id ,  nl  have had a  m ost 
t r y in g  sum m er.. . . "  Mrs* Duncan d ie d  " a f t e r  a lo n g  and d i s t r e s s ­
f u l  i l l n e s s , "  and Mrs* Jo h n s to n ’ a acco u n t o f  h e r  p a s s in g  I s  an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  r e v e l a t io n  o f  th e  f a m i ly 's  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h a t  tim es
...G h©  was more th a n  re c o n c ile d  to  d ie  
and p rayed  e a r n e s t ly  to  be r e le a s e d  i f  I t  
was 004*3 w il l*  Indeed e v e r  s in c e  Allele*^ 
d e a th , l i f e  had been a burden  to  her#  T hat 
blow seemed to  b rea k  h e r  h e a r t . ***! w ish  
you would w r i te  to  poor John# I  f e a r  my 
l e t t e r  w i l l  n o t re a c h  him* She spoke o f  
him a t  th e  l a s t  and s a id  he was h e r  o n ly  c e re ,  
f e l l  him when t h i s  t e r r i b l e  s t r u g g le  I s  o v er 
I  w i l l  see  him i f  God s p a re s  us# X do n o t 
blam e th e  poor boy b u t w ish  so e a r n e s t ly  t h a t  
he was w ith  us* I t  was a g r e a t  g r i e f  to  lUa 
(b u t you must n o t t e l l  him so)*  I f  she had 
dreamed o f  th e  e x te n t  o f  t h i s  war she would 
have b ro u g h t him South# when we l e f t  Ky* w© 
th o u g h t we would r e tu r n  In  a few months and 
we d e s ire d  to  keep him s a fe  and o u t o f  th e  
w ar.•••L aw son  i s  w ith  me and n o t v e ry  w ell*
L is  h e a l th  h as  n o t been s tro n g  s in c e  he was 
w ounded*..*
J l
You w i l l  be  com forted  to  know t h a t  tth* 
had ev e ry  eom fort-^M r# Jo h n s to n  waa f o r tu n a te  
lo ^ p g g c u rin g  a l l  t h a t  wma n e e d fu l and g ra te *
& f te r  2£ra# Duncan* s  d e a th , Jo h n s to n , upon th e  a d v ic e  o f  h ie  
fa m ily  d o c to r ,  to o k  h i s  w ife  to  th e  m ounta ins f o r  a v i s i t  w ith  
h i s  r e l a t i v e s ,  from  w hich sh e  r e tu rn e d  some weeks l a t e r  much 
im proved in  h e a l th # 2*7  Her Improvement was e s p e c ia l ly  f o r tu n a te  
a t  t h a t  t im e , f o r  d u r in g  th e  su cceed in g  m onths which b ro u g h t 
th© c o l la p s e  o f  th e  co n fed e racy  and th e  im prisonm ent o f  h e r  
husband, she  was to  endure  o th e r  se v e re  t r i a l s  and a n x ie t ie s #
D uring h i s  s e rv ic e  a s  a member o f  th e  P residen t*©  s t a f f  
Jo h n s to n  en jo y ed  an  in t im a te  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  th e  D avis f a m ily .
The warm a f f e c t io n  w hich th ey  had f o r  him was f u l l y  r e tu rn e d ,  
and th e  c lim ax  o f  th e  c i v i l  tra g e d y  cem ented t h e i r  lo y a l ty  to  
each  o th e r#
F o llo w in g  th e  s u r re n d e r  o f  G enera l Dee a t  A ppom attox ,co lonel 
Jo h n s to n  sough t to  b o l s t e r  th e  s p i r i t s  o f  Mrs# D avis w ith  a  l e t t e r  
in  which he a s su re d  h e r  t h a t  a lth o u g h  " th e  d i s a s t e r  o f  Lee*a army
i s  e x tre m e ,"  th e r e  was s t i l l  s tro n g  hope o f  s u c c e s s fu l  r e s is ta n c e *
"The lo s s  o f  an  army i s  n o t th e  lo s s  o f  ou r c a u s e ,"  he wrote#
"T here i s  s t i l l  ft g r e e t  d e a l o f  f i g h t  in  us y e t# " sa
nft
Hosa Jo h n s to n  t o  h e r  c o u s in s  (names and p la c e  o f  re s id e n c e  n o t 
^ d i c a t e d ) ,  Dot# 14 , 1864# (Ma s o n  M s s . )  
id.»
°°W rT »  Jo h n s to n  to  M rs. J e f f e r s o n  D av is , Apr# IE , 1865, In  0 * K#, 
S e r ie s  1 , V o l. XLVI, P a r t  3 , p .  1393#
S l i g h t l y  16 0 s  th a n  a month l a t e r ,  P r e s id e n t  Davie end h i s  
fa m ily , to g e th e r  w ith  a  sm a ll group o f  © lose a s s o c ia te s  who made 
up th e  p a r ty ,  w ere c a p tu re d  by F e d e ra l  e o ld ie r s  n e a r  X rw ia v ille , 
G eorgia* Among th o s e  c a p tu re d  w ith  D avis w ere C olonel W illiam  
P re s to n  Jo h n s to n  and C o lo n e l ?* R# Lubbock, a id es-d e-cam p  on th e  
P r e s id e n t ’ s  s t a f f ;  C o lo n el B urton  H a r r is o n , h i s  p r iv a te  s e c r e ta r y ;  
John  K* Keagan, P o s tm a s te r-G e n e ra l o f  th e  C onfed eracy ; and young 
J e f f e r s o n  D avis H ow ell, M rs. D av is1 b r o th e r * ^  The courage and 
lo y a l ty  w ith  w hich Jo h n s to n  fo llo w ed  and sh a red  th e  m is fo r tu n e s  o f  
h i s  le a d e r  r e f l e c t  th e  h ig h e s t  c r e d i t  upon him as  a f r ie n d  and 
a s  an  o f f ic e r *
c o lo n e l  Lubbock r e l a t e s  th e  fo llo w in g  in c id e n t  which o ccu rred  
a  few days b e fo re  th e  c a p tu re  and b e fo re  th e  P r e s id e n t ’ s  p a r ty  
had jo in e d  th e  l i t t l e  group c o n s is t in g  o f  Mrs# D avis and h e r  
c h i ld r e n ,  who w ere accom panied by B urton  H a rr iso n  and a sm a ll 
e s c o r t*
P re s to n  Jo h n s to n  rem ained In  Sandersv111© 
t o  t r a n s a c t  some b u sin e ss*  Judge Heagan and 
m y se lf  a l s o  stopped  su b se q u e n tly  to  re c la im  
one o f o u r h o rs e s  which had been s to le n *  When 
we met C olonel Jo h n s to n  a g a in  he s a id  t h a t  he 
had some v ery  im p o rta n t in t e l l i g e n c e  f o r  th e  
P re s id e n t ,  and t h a t  h© must h a s te n  to  him#
The news was t h a t  he had re a so n  to  b e l ie v e  
t h a t  Mrs* D avis and p a r ty  w ere on a p a r a l l e l  
ro ad  w ith  us a few  m ile s  a c ro s s  th e  c o u n try , 
and t h a t  a  band o f  d e s e r t e r s  and d isc h a rg ed  
s o ld i e r s  ^ere  fo llo w in g  h e r  t r a i n  w ith  th e  
view  o f  ro b b in g  i t  o f  th e  m ules and h o rs e s , 
and p rob ab ly  o f  t h e i r  su b s is te n c e *
®®Col. 8 .  8 .  i-T itcbu rd  to  C ap t. T . T?. S o o t t ,  Way 11 , 1865, l a  0 . H. 
S o r ia s  1 , V o l. XLXX, .’a r t  2 , pp . 721-722.
" C o lo n e l ,” s a id  1 , ntfaes© rum ors nay b® 
i n c o r r e c t ;  y o u r r e p o r t  may change th e  p la n s  
o f  Mr# D av is . B urton  H a rr iso n  i® w ith  Hr®.
D av is 5 fa© w i l l  ta k e  oar© o f  h e r ,  mid we had 
h o t t e r  n o t s to p  t o  lo o k  a f t e r  th e  t r a i n . ”
" C o lo n e l ,” fa® prom ptly  r e p l i e d ,  ” 1  have 
been  w ith  Mr. D avis and h i s  fa m ily  a  long
tim e ; X know him b e t t e r  th a n  you do# He
would n ev e r  f o rg iv e  me i f  X sh o u ld  w ith h o ld  
t h i s  in fo rm a tio n  from  him# He would sa y ,
♦ I t  was your d u ty  t o  g iv e  me th e  f a c t s ,  and 
l e t  me d e c id e  th e  co u rse  X sh o u ld  ta k e ’ *”
So sa y in g  he  pushed on#4U
When th e  in fo rm a tio n  was conveyed to  Mr. D avie, h& p rom ptly  
changed d i r e c t io n  and ro d e  r a p id ly  a c ro s s  th e  co u n try  to  o v e r ta k e  
h i s  f a m ily .  T hree days a f t e r  th e  ju n c tu re  o f  th e  two p a r t i e s ,  th e
c a p tu re  o c c u rre d . 4 1  A ccord ing  to  a s ta te m e n t o f  C o lonel Jo h n s to n ,
he h im s e lf  was th e  f i r r t  p e rso n  cap tu red # 4^ In  a l e t t e r  which 
he w ro te  to  M ajor W. T. W a lth a ll ,  more th a n  a  do&en y e a rs  l a t e r ,  
fa© gave th e  fo llo w in g  a c c o u n t, which i s  I n te r e s t in g  n o t on ly  be­
cause o f  th e  d e t a i l s  r e i ^ t i n g  to  th e  in c id e n t  b u t a ls o  b ecau se  o f 
th e  w r i t e r ’ s  te s tim o n y  re g a rd in g  a l l e g a t io n s  which w ere mad© 
th ro u g h o u t th e  N orth t h a t  D avis a ttem p ted  to  escap e  c a p tu re  by 
d is g u is in g  h im s e lf  a s  a woman:
On th e  n ig h t  o f  th e  9 th , X was very  
much worn o u t w ith  t r a v e l  and w atch in g , and 
la y  down e t  th e  f o o t  o f  a pin© t r e e  to  s le e p .
J u s t  a t  g ray  down, Mr. D av is’ ® s e rv a n t ,
J im , awakened me. H© s a id :  "C o lo n e l, do you
K* Lubbock, &yc Decade® in  Teyaj.. pp . 569-570,
*Hra r in a  D av is , J e f f e r s o n  ffev ia . £  Memoir. V ol. XX, pp . 636-640 . 
4 % r s .  B urton  liarriW on. Iteffill© o tion®  Crave and Gay. Hew York: 
S c r ib n e r ’ s ,  1911, p . %%6 .
h e a r  t h a t  f i r i n g ? "  1  sp ran g  up and s a id ,
"Bun and wako th e  P re s id e n t* "  H earing  
n o th in g  a s  I  p u lle d  on ny h o o ts ,  1  w alked to  
th e  c a m p fire , some f i f t y  o r  Xeea s te p s  o f f ,  
and asked  th e  cook i f  *fim was n o t m istaken*
A t t h i s  moment X saw e ig h t  o r  te n  men ch arg ­
in g  down th e  road  tow ard  me* 1 th o u g h t th e y  
w ere g u e r r i l l a s ,  t r y in g  to  stamped® th e  stock*
X ra n  t o  my s a d d le ,  where X had s l e p t ,  and 
began u n fa s te n in g  th e  h o l s t e r  to  g e t  o u t my 
r e v o lv e r ,  b u t th e y  w ere to o  q u ick  f o r  me*
T hree  men ro d e  up and demanded my p i s t o l ,  
w hich , a s  soon a s  X g o t o u t ,  X gave to  th e  
l e a d e r ,  a b r ig h t  s l im , s o ld i e r ly  f e l lo w , 
d re s se d  in  C o n fe d e ra te -g re y  c lo th e s*  The 
same man I  b e l ie v e  c a p tu re d  C o lo n e ls  Wood 
and Lubbock j u s t  a f te r *
• • • A f te r  ab o u t te n  m in u te s , maybe m ore, 
ay  g uard  l e f t  me, and 1 m ik e d  o v e r to  We*
Davis* s  t e n t  ab o u t f i f t y  y a rd s  o f f ,  Mrs*
D avis was in  g r e a t  d i s t r e s s ,
Mr, D avis was d re s se d  a s  u s u a l .  He had 
on a k n i t  w oolen v i s o r ,  which he alw ays wore 
a t  n ig h t  f o r  n e u ra lg ia *  He wore c a v a lry  
boo ts*  Ha com plained o f  c h i l l i n e s s ,  and s a id  
th e y  had ta k e n  away h i s  " ra g lf tn ,"  (x b e l ie v e  
th e y  were so  c a l l e d } a  l i g h t  aquascuturn o r  
s p r in g  o v e rc o a t,  som etim es c a l le d  a'"'"r?w £ter~  
p ro o f* "  I  had one e x a c tly  s im i la r ,  ex cep t 
in  co lo r*  I  went to  look  f o r  i t ,  and e i t h e r  
I ,  o r  someone a t  my in s ta n c e ,  found i t ,  and 
he wore i t  a f te rw ard s*  I l ls  own was n o t r e ­
s to r e d .
as X was lo o k in g  f o r  t h i s  c o a t ,  th e  
f i r i n g  s t i l l  c o n tin u in g , I net  a mounted 
o f f i c e r ,  who, i f  I  am n o t m is tak e n , was Cap­
t a i n  Hudson* f e e l in g  t h a t  th e  cau se  was l o s t  
and n o t w ish in g  u s e le s s  b loodshed , X s a id  to  
h i s :  "C ap ta in , your men a re  f ig h t in g  each
o th e r  o v er yonder*" He answ ered v ery  p o s i­
t i v e l y :  "You have an armed e s c o r t* "  I r e p l ie d :
"You have ou r whole camp; X know your men a re  
f ig h t in g  each o th e r*  We have nobody on t h a t  
s id e  o f  th e  slough* Be th e n  ro d e  o ff*  Colonel
Lutobook had a  c o n v e rs a tio n  n e a r ly  I d e n t i c a l  
w ith  C o lo n e l P r itc h a rd *  who was n o t p o l i te *
I  b e l i e v e .
A f te r  d e s c r ib in g  an  a l t e r c a t i o n  betw een H r. D avis and C olonel 
P r itc h a rd *  in  w hich th e  P re s id e n t  was d e n u n c ia to ry  in  h ie  rem arks* 
Jo h n s to n  c o n tin u e s :
I  had n o t seen  Mr* D a v is 's  c ap tu re#
X was w ith  him u n t i l  we p a r te d  a t  f o r t r e s s  
M onroe. P e rso n a lly *  X was t r e a te d  w ith  a s  
much r e s p e c t  as  X c a re d  f o r .  The o f f i c e r s  
w ere r a t h e r  push ing  th a n  o th e rw ise*  and 
ta lk e d  f re e ly #  Some w ere c o a rse  men* and 
ta lk e d  o f  e v e ry th in g ; b u t  X n ev e r h ea rd  o f  
Mr* M avis1s  a l le g e d  d is g u is e  u n t i l  i  saw i t  
i n  a  Hew f o rk  H e ra ld * th e  day 1 g o t to  F o r t  
D elaw are. X was a s to n ish e d *  and denounced 
i t  a s  a  f a ls e h o o d . The n e x t day X was p la ced  
in  s o l i t a r y  confinem ent* and rem ained th e re #
I  do n o t b e l ie v e  i t  p o s s ib le  t h a t  th e s e  te n  
d ay s  cou ld  have been passed  w ith  our captor©  
w ith o u t an a l lu s io n  to  i t*  i f  i t  had n o t been 
an  ig t e r th o u s h t  o r  som ething to  be k e p t from
I n  th e  p lu n d e rin g  o f  th e  p arty *  which to o k  p la c e  a f t e r  th e  
c a p tu re , th e  F e d e ra l  s o ld i e r s  to o k  from  c o lo n e l Jo h n s to n  ab o u t 
f i f t e e n  hundred  d o l l a r s  i n  g o ld . F in d in g  th e  money an uncom fort­
a b le  burden  to  c a rry  abou t h i s  person* he had p la ce d  i t  In  h i s  
h o l s t e r s ;  and th e re  h is  c a p to r s  found i t#  Some o f h i s  a s s o c ia te s  
were more f o r tu n a te  in  t h i s  reg ard *  n o ta b ly  C olonel Lubbock,who 
managed to  keep th e  f i f t e e n  hundred d o l la r s  which he c a r r i e d .
^ S o u th e r n  H i s to r i c a l  S o c ie ty  P a p e rs . Mar. 1878* pp . 120-121*
J O
The f e d e r a l  tro o p s  to o k  a l s o  Jo h n s to n ’ a h o rse  and sadd le*  w ith  
th e  t r a p p in g s  and p is to le *  w hich h i s  f a t h e r  had used a t  th e  B a t t l e  
o f  S h i lo h . 44
The c a p tu re d  p a r ty  u nder guard  o f  c o lo n e l P r i tc h a rd  and a 
d e t a i l  o f  o f f i c e r s  and men p roceeded  to  iriacon, where th ey  a r r iv e d  
on May IS* A t d a y l ig h t  th e  n e x t m orning th ey  reach ed  A tla n ta  by 
t r a in *  and t r a v e le d  to  A ugusta on th e  same day* A f te r  a  s e r i e s  
o f  t r a n s f e r s  from  one s team er to  ano ther*  th e  p a r ty  was f i n a l l y  
p u t aboard  th e  s team er C lyde. w hich , under convoy o f  th e  ©loop- 
o f-w ar T u s c a ro ra . a r r iv e d  o f f  F o r t r e s s  nonroe* V irg in ia*  a t  noon 
on ttia 19th.45
In  a d d i t io n  to  th e  p e rso n a  who w ere c a p tu re d  w ith  D av is , th e  
p a r ty  now in c lu d e d  V ic e -P re s id e n t S tephens* th e  H onorable C, C* 
C lay , and G enera l Jo sep h  Wheeler* a l l  o f  whom had jo in e d  th e  group 
a t  Augusta* D avis and c le y  w ere im prisoned  a t  F o r t r e s s  tlonroe; and 
in  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  o th e r  members o f  th e  p a r ty  among v a r io u s  
p riso n s*  C o lonel Jo h n s to n , C o lonel lubbock* and G enera l W heeler 
w ere conveyed to  F o r t  D elaw are, n e a r  P h i la d e lp h ia ,  where each was 
p la c e d  in  s o l i t a r y  confinem ent* s t r i c t  o rd e r s  from  th e  war D epart­
ment p ro h ib i te d  a l l  co rn u a l o a t io n  w ith  o r  betw een C o lo n e ls  Aubbooic 
and Jo h n s to n . 4 6  The p r is o n e r s  were co n fin ed  in  Iron -bound  room©
b u r t o n  IT. H arrison*  "The C ap ture o f  J e f f e r s o n  D av is ,"  in  The 
C entury  tfogftplns- V o l. XXVII* Hov*, 1883, p* 144*
-̂ E e p o r t  o f  L le u te n a n t-C o lo n e l u e n j. D* •' T i t  chord to  D ecre to ry  
o f  War S tan ton*  Day £5 , 1865, In  0 * D ., S e r ie s  I ,  \ o l .  ALIX*
F a r t  1 , p . 537.
4€8enera l A* Scnoepf to  b r ig a d ie r -  General Wia* Hoffman, June  BO, 
1860, i n  Q. B .,  S e r ie s  I I*  V o l. V II I , p* 660.
and ware c lo s e ly  guarded* For e x e r c is e  they were perm itted to
w alk f o r  a h a l f  h o u r each m orning on th e  p a ra p e t  o f  th e  f o r t ,  
a t te n d e d  by a g u a rd , ^  C o lonel Lubbock re c o rd s  th© fo llo w in g  
new spaper d e s c r ip t io n  o f  Jo h n s to n  d u rin g  h i s  im prisonm ent:
A P h i la d e lp h ia  p ap e r i n  sp eak in g  o f  C olonel 
P re s to n  Jo h n s to n , d e s c r ib e d  him a s  b e in g  a t a l l ,  
com m anding-looking man, w ith  la rg e  g ray  e y e s , 
and m i l i t a r y  m ien , "W hile en jo y in g  h i s  m orning 
w alk on th e  r a m p a r t ,"  s a id  th e  p a p e r , "he moves 
v e ry  r a p id ly  to  and f r o ,  e v id e n tly  determ ined
e x e rc is e  he can go*.
A lthough Jo h n s to n  was fo rb id d e n  to  w r i te  o r  r e c e iv e  l e t t e r s ,  
he d id  manage to  w r i te  a t  l e a s t  on© com m unication to  h i s  w ife , 
which was d e l iv e re d  to  her# T here i s  an elem ent o f Iro n y  in  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  i t  was w r i t t e n  on J u ly  4* However, th e  c e le b r a t io n  o f 
t h i s  h o lid a y  by th o se  in  charge  o f th e  p r is o n  may have ren d e re d  
i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  Jo h n s to n  to  do on th a t  day what he could  n o t do 
on o rd in a ry  d a y s . The f u l l  t e x t  o f  th e  l e t t e r  i s  a s  fo llo w s :
My D ea re s t W ife,
I  know n o t i f  you have heard  from  me, 
my on ly  chances o f w r i t in g  b e in g  c la n d e s ­
t i n e ,  I  am fo rb id d e n  th e  use o f w r i t in g  
m a te r i a l s ,  I  have been in  s o l i t a r y  con­
fin em en t s in c e  May 2 3 rd , 6  weeks to d a y .
We a r e  n o t allow ed  to  speak to  each o th e r ,
C ol. Lubbock and m yse lf and a C ap t. H ardin  (? ) 
who i s  co n fin ed  h e re .  I  am n o t allow ed to  
re a d  new spapers o r  l e t t e r s  and am n o t even 
allow ed  p le n ty  o f e x e rc is e — a walk o f  60 s te p s  
& back on th e  p a ra p e t ,  one hour o r  two a day.
I  am n o t s u f f e r in g  in  h e a l th ,  b u t th e  monotony
t h a t  h i s  h e a l th s u f f e r  f o r  a l l  th e
R. Lubbock, S ix  Decades in  T exas, p . 589. 
^ I b l d . .  p . 585.
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& m en ta l w e a rin e ss  f o r  w ant o f  any s o c ie ty  
w hatever i s  now my c h ie f  t r o u b le  to g e th e r  
w ith  oy ig n o ran ce  o f  th e  f a t e  o f  th o s e  I  
love*  I  t r u s t  in  God to  p r o te c t  a  su c co r 
you & t r u s t  t h v t  ay a d v e rs i ty  m y  b r in r .  me 
n e a re r  to  him th a n  ny p r o s p e r i ty  did* I  am 
m ost an x io u s  to  se e  you a g a in  & my d e a r  oh<?dren 
o r  a t  l e a s t  t o  h ea r o f  you* I  w ro te  to  £ iX L a^ible3 
Speed ab o u t a month ago , ay .pealing  to  h i s T o r -  
mer f r i e n d s h ip ,  I  do n o t Know w hether $©.&!# 
Dohoept l e t  my l e t t e r  go, b u t I  g o t no answer#
We a r e  to ld  we a r e  k ep t a s  w itn e sse s*  I f  so , 
th e  d a te  o f  th e  r e s t 1s  t r i a l  b e in g  u n c e r ta in ,  
t r y  to  g e t  m© re le a s e d  by g iv in g  my ev id en ce  
in  ex am in a tio n  under p a ro le  a s  a p r is o n e r  & 
a l s o  under heavy bonds to  ap p ear a s  1 1  w itn e ss  
when wanted* T h is  would avo id  my ta k in g  th e  
o a th  o f  a l le g ia n c e  h ie h  X do n o t w ish  to  ta k e  
u n t i l  X know th e  ?r© st* s w ishes & v iew s, b u t 
I  f e e l  X w i l l  n ever be r e le a s e d  t i l l  X do* 
ho a l l  you o£iii to  a t  me o u t;  no one can con­
c e iv e  how m is e ra b le  i s  ou r f a t e  who has n o t 
t r i e d  I t#  I  road  my B ib le  k  P ray er book, 
s tu d y  O ile n d o r f ’ r Cx3 F rench  m ost o f  th e  
tim e* X have now a c c e ss  to  o th e r  books# We 
a re  n o t t r e a t e d  so r ig o ro u s ly  a s  a t  f i r s t *
T here a r e  on ly  16 p r is o n e r s  and fo u r  o f  them 
in  my f i x .  I  had |7 0  in  gold  when I  came 
h e re  & have $80 l e f t *  I  w i l l  th e r e f o r e  need 
some* We have to  pay f o r  e v e ry th in g  ex cep t 
b read  & co ld  b e e f  o f te n  ta in te d #  The p r ic e s  
a re  very  high# P u t $30 o r  $40 f o r  me w ith  th e  
C oam ndant o f  P o s t i f  you a re  a llow ed  & a ls o  
send nc two pr# o f  d raw ers , B c o t to n  under­
s h i r t s  & a  p a i r  o f  p a n ts  and a  p a i r  o f  shoes#
I f  p e rm itte d  w rit®  to  me* P erhaps th e  Gov * t# 
a t  W ashington may r e la x  t h a t  much* X th in k  
o f  you & th e  c h i ld re n  a l l  th e  tim e , my d e a re s t  
w ife*  Your d ag u e rreo ty p e  com forts me much 
b u t i t  weaken® my h ea rt*  I  have no plan© f o r  
th e  f u tu r e  f o r  X have no d a ta  to  go on* You 
may make a  p la n , a s s ig n  me a p a r t  & X w i l l  
t r y  to  perfo rm  i t#  Your h ap p in ess  ( to o  much 
n e g le c te d  by me) I s  my o n ly  wish# n i l  i s  
l o s t  even n a t io n a l  honor# X an a broken man*
I  b e a r  no malic® to  our conquerors*  Our own 
v ic e s  subdued us# God know® b e s t ,  X t r i e d  
to  do ny whole duty* I  s t i l l  want to  do what 
i s  r ig h t*
My f a i t h  in  God’ s  p ro v id en ce  ( s o r e ly  
t r i a d )  i s  unshaken# We canno t sc#  th e  end, 
b u t he w i l l  s u s t a in  th o se  who do n o t f a l l  
away* One c h ie f  concern  w ith  me I s  f o r  th e  
P re s t#  I  p ray  f o r  him o f te n ,  o ften *  You 
a r e  i n  my p e t i t i o n s  ev e ry  hour*
K iss  my d e a r , d e a r  c h i ld re n  k  do n o t 
l e t  me f o r g e t  them* [ s i a j .  I f  I  am sp a re d ,
I  lo o k  f o r  much h a p p in e ss  In  them# They 
a r e  my tr e a s u re s #  My f a i t h  in  you i s  c e r t a in ,  
my lo v e  g r e a t e r  th a n  ever*  I  l i v e  In  th e  
p a s t*  I  can see  no fu tu re #  I f  I  have one, 
l  w i l l  d ev o te  i t  t o  you* I  m  w i l l i n g  to  do 
any th ing  to  su p p o rt you# iim b itio n  i s  dead*
A ll  t i e s  a ro  sundered  & X am th in e  o n ly  a s  X 
have been—
f a i t h f u l l y
Y r, H usband,49
Io h n s to a  re c e iv e d  no l e t t e r s  from  h i s  w ife , b u t  th e  oommand* 
in g  o f f i c e r  in  ch a rg e  o f F o r t  D elaw are was n o t la c k in g  in  sympathy 
and c o n s id e r a t io n ,  a s  th e  fo llo w in g  l e t t e r ,  which he w ro te  to  
Mrs* X ohnston, in d ic a te s :
Dear Madam
I  re c e iv e d  y o u rs  o f  th e  9 th  I n s t ,  and 
in  r e ^ ly  I  am happy to  in f o r a  you t h a t  your 
husband i s  . - e l l  and would be s a t i s f i e d  w ith  
h i s  l o t ,  b u t f o r  y ,u r  and c h ild re n * s  sake*
I  Inform ed him where you a rc  and a l s o  t h a t  
you a re  w ell*  Your w r i t in g  to  him i s  beyond 
ay power to  ;ran t*
*aiy naans you nay send to  him p le a s e  
send to  my a d d re s s  by i-xpreao*
49W# P# Jo h n s to n  to  Eosa *?ohnston, if’u ly  4 , 1865#
You may be a s su re d  t h a t  a l l  c o n s is te n t  
w ith  my s t a t u e  w i l l  he done In  h i s  case#
Y ours R e s p e c tfu l ly ,
A* Sohoepf#50
On J u ly  19 , 1065, Jo h n s to n  took  th e  o a th  o f  a l le g ia n c e  to  
th e  U n ited  S ta te s  and was r e le a s e d  f r am F o r t  D elaw are#5* i -  
d e n tly  th e  f o r m a l i t i e s  in c id e n ta l  to  h i s  r e le a s e  were n o t com-* 
p la te d  u n t i l  l a t e r ,  f o r  an  Item  i n  a L o u is v i l le  p ap e r on A ugust 6, 
c a r r ie d  th e  in fo rm a tio n  t h a t  on th e  p rece d in g  day C olonel Johnston  had 
been r e le a s e d  a t  New York "‘on th e  ground o f  be in g  a  r e b e l  o f f i c e r
K*'?
and e n t i t l e d  to  be p la ced  on th e  same fo o t in g  w ith  o th e r  o f f ic e r s #  *W<J 
H aving been s e t  f r e e ,  C o lonel Jo h n s to n  fo llo w ed  th e  c o u rse  
which many o th e r  p rom inen t C o n fed e ra te  o f f lo o r s  pursued  d u r in g  
th o se  t ro u b lo u s  t i n e s ,  and l e f t  th e  country#  Accompanied by h i s  
fam ily  he w ent to  M o n trea l, Canada, where he re s id e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  
months# Among th e  o th e r  e x i l e s  l iv in g  th e r e  was Mrs# J e f f e r s o n  
Davis* m o th e r, who, s in c e  th e  m iddle o f  th e  summer, had been 
c a r in g  f o r  th e  D avis c h i ld re n # 53 A f te r  b e in g  s e p a ra te d  from  h e r  
husband a t  F o r t r e s s  Monroe, M rs.D avis and h e r  c h i ld re n  had been 
conveyed by th e  F e d e ra l  a u t h o r i t i e s  to  Savannah, Georgia* Mere 
th e  w ife  o f  th e  p r is o n e r  was c lo s e ly  guarded and s u f fe re d  a c u te ly  
b o th  b ecau se  o f  h e r  own unhappy su rro u n d in g s  and because o f  h e r
??A# Schoepf to  Rosa Jo h n s to n , J u ly  15, 1865#
^ R e c o rd  o f W* ?* Jo h n s to n , U# C# 'Mar Department#
?r L o u i s v i l l e  D a ily  Dem ocrat* Aug# 6 , 1865#
Mrs* Eron Howland, V arlna  H ow ell. Wife o f  J e f f e r s o n  P a v ia ,
(£ y o l a . )  new Yorks H a B H iiim C o ;, 1 5 3 7 ,1~  o x T l f T J *  465#
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a n x ie ty  t o r  h e r  husband* r e a r in g  t h a t  th e  i n d i g n i t i e s  which th e  
fa m ily  w ere fo rc e d  to  endu re  m ight s e r io u s ly  in ju r e  th e  n a tu re s  
o f  h e r  c h i ld r e n ,  Mrs* D avis s e n t  th e  th r e e  o ld e r  one© to  h e r 
m other, k eep in g  o n ly  h e r  baby , W innie, w ith  her# A lthough she 
h e r s e l f  was n o t p e rm itte d  to  le a v e  G eo rg ia , she r e c e iv e d  per*  
m iss io n  t o  move from  Savannah to  M il l  v iew , a co u n try  p la c e  n ea r 
Augusta* D uring th e  months t h a t  she was under m i l i t a r y  r e s t r a i n t  
and was ex c lu d ed  from  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  h e r  fo rm er f r i e n d s ,  she 
e x e r te d  h e r  e n e rg ie s  in  b e h a lf  o f  h e r  husband* To I n f l u e n t i a l  
p e rso n a  in  th e  U o rth , who sym path ised  w ith  Mr* la v is *  s i t u a t i o n ,  
she w ro te  l e t t e r s  o f  an  I n te n s e ly  a p p e a lin g  n s tu r© * ^  A lthough 
s tro n g ly  em o tio n a l in  c h a r a c te r ,  and a t  tim e s  in d ig n a n t In  t  one, 
th e s e  oonm uaioations were o f  n e c e s s i ty  marked by some r e s t r a i n t  
o f  f e e l in g *  hq such c o n t r o l ,  however, 1© m a n ife s t i n  th© l e t t e r  
w hich she w ro te  in  th© e a r ly  autumn to  C olonel Johnston*  T h is  
l e t t e r ,  d i r e c te d  to  Jo h n s to n  a t  M o n trea l, was in te n d e d  f o r  him 
o n ly , and b ecau se  o f  t h i s  f a c t  i s  n o ta b ly  r e v e a l in g  n o t o n ly  a s  
r e g a rd s  th e  f ra n k  s ta te m e n ts  o f  c irc u m sta n ces  r e la te d  b u t a l s o  
a s  r e g a rd s  th e  em o tio n a l s t a t e  o f  th© w rite r#  Mrs* D av is , th e n  
a t  M il l  v iew , w ro te  a s  fo llo w s :
My d e a r e s t  F rie n d
Mr* 0*Conor s e n t  me your m essage ab o u t 
my c h i ld re n  and though in  th e  absence  o f  a n o te  
from  you, d u r in g  a l l  th e s e  weary months o f
PP. 456 -4*4 .
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o p p re s s iv e  e x h a u s tin g  u n c e r t a in t i e s ,  ana 
t e r r i f i c  I n e v i ta b le  woe, I  have som etim es 
w ept you a s  f o r g e t f u l ,  s t i l l ,  1 cou ld  n o t 
f o r g e t  t h a t  f r i e n d s h ip  a s  I  u n d e rs ta n d  i t ,  
means t h a t  p a t ie n c e  t h a t  f o r b e a r s ,  t h a t  mercy 
t h a t  e x te n u a te s ,  t h a t  te n d e rn e s s  t h a t  f o r g iv e s ,  
and w an tin g  th e s e ,  th e r e  i s  no sa c re d n e ss  in  
f r ie n d s h ip  and no m eaning in  th e  word* T here­
f o r e  I  q u e s tio n e d  you , even a r ra ig n e d  you to  
my a c h in g  h e a r t ,  th e n  i t  a ro s e  and p le a d  f o r  
you , so  h e re  I  am w r i t in g  to  beg you to  w r i te  
t o  me— I  am so  overwhelmed w ith  th e  sens© o f  
newness* A l l  th e  m em ories o f  y e s te rd a y  seem 
sw ept away, and a l l  th© f a m i l i a r  f a c e s  too*
I  am a p r i s o n e r ,  and a  s t r a n g e r  in  a s tr a n g e  
c o u n try — and though l i k e  th© Brobd ia g a a g ia a s  
th e y  a r e  k in d , and h o s p i ta b le ,  i t  i s  n o t th e  
m anner o f  ay  own p e o p le , and though pervaded  
w ith  g r a t i t u d e ,  I  e v e r  p le ad  a t  th© b a r  o f  
ay  c ru e l  o p p re s so rs  f o r  a  p e rm it to  go to  my 
own* I  c rav e  a l i n e  from  th o se  1 lo v e , th© 
u n c e r t a in t i e s  o f  th© d re a d fu l  p o s i t io n  see® 
to  have sw ept away a l l  my lan d  m arks, and I  
do n o t know how h ig h  th© t i d e  m y  sw e ll— 1 
know t h a t  "th© te n d e r  g race  o f  a day t h a t  i s  
dead , can n ev e r com© buck to  m e," b u t I  m y  
s t e a l  a beam from  o th e r  suns o c c a s io n a lly  i f  
I  know my f r i e n d s  jo y s  and ca res*  Your m essage 
was th© f i r s t  t i d i n g  o f  my c h i ld re n  s in c e  th© 
week a f t e r  th ey  l e f t *  1 had wept m y se lf i l l ,  
w r i t t e n  a n o th e r  im p lo rin g  l e t t e r  to  Hr* lo h n so n  
to  l e t  me go , and was q u i te  exhausted  when 
your l e t t e r  came* I  am n o t a s  s tro n g  to  b ea r 
a s  I  was f o r  1 am q u i te  o u t o f  h e a l th  from a 
r e s id e n c e  in  a S o u th e rn  c l im a te ,  Do n o t ask  
me t o  t e l l  you th© c h a p te r  o f  p a t ty  ty r a n n ie s — 
i t  would a v a i l  you n o th in g , i t  would g r ie v e  
me— know t h a t  I  have been to r n  l i k e  Prom etheus 
bound, w ith o u t h i s  d iv in e  power to  endure*
I  have boon " p u r i f i e d ,  y e t  a s  by f i r e . "  Ma 
h as  to ld  you 1 presum e somewhat o f  i t *  How 
a r e  p eo p le  who th u s  t o r t u r e  women to  s tan d  
in  f u tu r e  h is to r y ?  Second Washington® I  
p resum e. Ho a&n o f  my k in  ox even o f  my f r ie n d s  
came to  me u n t i l  th e  l a s t  th r e e  w eeks, when 
3oe D avis came announcing  t h a t  I  cou ld  n o t be 
found b e fo re — i t  o u t m© to  th e  q u ic k . B i l ly  
s la n d e re d  and b e l ie d  me— and s t r i c t l y  ©tween 
u s  I  an  a f r a i d  took  p u b lic  money, and went 
to  Canada, g iv in g  Sample th e  s l i p  who had
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g iv e n  him §35 ,000  o f  i t  t o  keep# Sample 
kfem . t h e r e e t . t o o l s  hound to  do a p . T h e  
i t e r s  TvT would n o t l e t ^ S r i B i  do an y th in g  
w ith  th© t r u n k s ,  and sh a red  o u t money 
betw een them , W at(?}, ta k in g  tw e lv e  thousand  
more th a n  th e  r e s t ,  sa y in g  t h a t  he would 
come to  me, and g iv e  I t  t o  me— and th e n  
n ev e r  even w rote* C lark e  d id  come, and a f f e c ­
t i o n a t e l y  u rg ed  upon me h i s  se rv ic e© , he I s  
th e  o n ly  man t h a t  h as  t h a t  I  e v e r  saw b e fo re ,  
So much my d e a r  F r ie n d  f o r  th e  sympathy o f  
f r i e n d s — b u t new ones a r e  b e in g  r a i s e d  up 
to  me*
(A page o f  th e  l e t t e r  i s  m iss in g  here*}
th o  poor o ld  la d y  ab u ses  Pr* S tu a r t  ro u n d ly .
Do s i t  down and t e l l  j|2A you kagr?— e x p la in  
ev e ry th in g *  1 have had no l e t t e r s #  How i s  
y o u r w ife —-y o u r  c h i ld r e n ,  ^  c h i l d , l i t t l e  
Maggie P*— i s  sh e  p r e t ty  a s  ev e r?  Do n o t 
bury  me o u t o f  sym pathy ' a ran g e— how i s  
Kenny, l a s t  n o t l e a s t ,  how i s  my v ery  d ea r  
Mr. B o s to n — - I  am s u re  o f  him* Did you 
r e c e iv e  any l e t t e r s  from  me in  p r iso n ?  I  
kno you th o u g h t o f  me-— t e l l  me o f  John 
Wood, L o la ,— Mrs# Wood, and t e l l  me o f  my 
Maggie* Take h e r  on your knee and t a l k  w ith  
h e r ,  and t e l l  m© what ©he say s— - t e l l  h e r  
how h e r  poor M other lo n g s  f o r  h e r— t a l l  h e r  
how h e r  poor F a th e r  sends even from  o u t o f  
h i s  p r is o n  b a r s ,  s ig h s  deep and lo n g  fo r  
h i s  d a r lin g *  Jo h n sto n  d e a r , rtny sun ha© 
gone o u t w h ile  y e t  i t  i s  day*"
I  have two l e t t e r s  from  J e f f — b u t he him 
a s  y e t  re c e iv e d  non© o f  n in e — he i s  in te n s e ly  
a n x io u s , and th e  w re tch es  have to ld  him 
n o th in g — p re te n d  a t  th e  very  tim e t h a t  I  am 
a  p r is o n e r  in  t h e i r  hands t h a t  th e y  cannot 
f in d  me* Both l e t t e r s  b re a th e  th e  u tm ost r e ­
s ig n a t io n ,  a ho ly  p e a c e , and grand f o r t i t u d e ,  
w hich oojamand my re v e re n c e , and a d m ira tio n  
more th a n  any m oral s p e c ta c le  X have ©v r  
w itn essed #  Be i s  e v id e n tly  « l i t t l e  h u r t  
t h a t  no one has defended  h i s  good name* K© 
sa y s , HI  canno t know, a s  on ly  an o c c a s io n a l 
new spaper i s  g iv en  t o  me, w hether any r e p l i e s  
nr© made to  th e  f i c t i t i o u s  p u b lish ed  in  re g a rd
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t o  m y s e lf ; a s  t h e i r  o f f a c t  i s  n o t m ere ly  to  
p r e ju d ic e  p u b l ic  o p in io n  a a i n s t  m y se lf , b u t 
ex te n d s  l ik e w is e  to  th o s e  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  me* 
I t  would n o t seem p ro b ab le  t h a t  m m i th© 
t im id i ty  o f  th e  p re s e n t  day would heap s i l e n t  
a l l ,  whose j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  th e  t r u th # "  Be 
h a s  been v e ry  i l l  b u t i s  w e ll  again#  I  have 
o f f e r e d  a g a in  and a g a in  to  l i v e  in  p r is o n  
w ith  him , to  ta k e  a p a ro le  n o t to  t e l l  him 
a n y th in g  ab o u t th© p u b lic #  I  canno t g e t  
le a v e  to  go o u t o f  G eo rg ia , and Bog Bruoe—
I  w r i te  th e  name w ith  g u s to ——th e  Kog, to ld  
me I f  I  e sca p e d , I  sh o u ld  n ev e r be a llow ed  
to  come b ack -— t h a t  he had been o f f i c i a l l y  
so  in form ed—  th in k  o f  b e in g  ad v ised  by th e  
Hog— ta lk in g  o v e r w ith  him  in  th e  p re se n ce  
o f  a  Yankee who he b ro u g h t t o  l i s t e n  w ith o u t 
t e l l i n g  me h i s  name o r  n a tu re  th e  m anacling  
o f  my Husband# He w ent away and w ro te  mm a 
f i e r c e  n o te ,  th e  w a tc h e d  pork* Where I s  
R obert?  Ua does n o t speak  o f  him , where can 
he be? Can he have l e f t  h e r— 1 am v e ry  
k in d ly  t r e a t e d  h e re , and very  much loved  by my 
new f r ie n d s *  I  lo v e  them , b u t th e y  a r e n ' t  
"my a in  l a s s i e s ,  though d e a r  th o se  l a s s i e s  
be#" When you w r i t e ,  d i r e c t  your l e t t e r s  to  
Mr# George S ch ley— A ugusta , Os#, and th e  
in n e r  envelope f o r  me— th e n  X w i l l  r e c e iv e  
i t #  Writ© me a p a r t  o f  th© lo n g  t a l k  X long  
f o r  and keep my l e t t e r  to  y o u rse lf#  X am 
to o  u n s tru n g  f o r  anyone b u t you to  see  my 
l e t t e r — p o sse s s  y o u r s e lf  o f  i t s  c o n te n ts  and 
t e a r  i t  up# T e l l  me in  your r e tu r n  l e t t e r  
o f  your o u te r ,  urxt in n e r  l i f e — o f  a l l  your 
i n t e r e s t s ,  your fu tu re *
i!y baby i s  v e ry  sw ee t, and "cunning" a s  
women say* She le a r n s  to  t a l k  l a  sen ten ces#  
She l i s t e n s  a t t e n t i v e l y  to  sound, end th e n  
im i ta te s  i t  so t h a t  th e  words seem a r t i c u ­
la te d #  She w alks p r e t ty  w ell-*--and com fo rts  
me f o r  o c c u p a tio n , and i t  I s  h e r  voca tio n #
X had n e a r ly  f o r g o t te n  to  ask  you how XIa i a  
o f f  f o r  fu n d s— and to  t e l l  you t h a t  X have 
no c e r t a i n  fu tu re *
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Love t o  y o u rs -— s e p a r a te ly , end f o r  you 
rtiiak me no m o re ,"
I  am e v e r  d e v o te d ly  your f r i e n d ,
V arln a  D av is ,
?• 8# Bav© you th o u g h t o f  ou r q u a r r e l  on th e  
road* I  h av e , and i t  h as  made a p a in f u l  im­
p r e s s io n ,  a  lo n g in g  t o  be fo rg iv e n #  1 was 
u n ju s t ,  b u t so  goaded I  oould  n o t t e l l  th e  
d if fe re n c e -* * -a  to u ch  seemed a s tab #  When I  
am i l l  t  h e a r t ,  I  am w ild , and v a g a r ie s  
p o s se s s  ne#
"F o rg iv e  them where th ey  f a i l  in  t r u t h ,
And in  th y  wisdom mate© me wise# *
T h is  apo logy  comes h a rd , v a lu e  i t#  Ky p re c io u s
Husband would send you lo v e  i f  he cou ld  know
I  am -w riting# How ab o u t J o r d a n 's  abuse in
B&iperfe? W ill nobody s t r i p  o f f  th e  l i o n 's  
sk in ?  What a  b r u te — w hat a  j a c k s l l — Th© 
l i o n  i s  n o t dead , th e  ape© had b e t t e ^ w a l t ,  
n e i th e r  a r e  h i s  t e e th  o r  claw s gon«#*a
Jo h n sto n * c  s i t u a t i o n  e s  an  © r ile  was n a tu r a l ly  n o t a happy 
one* He was an x io u s  to  r e tu r n  to  h i s  home o l ty  o f  L o u is v i l le  and 
r e - e s t a b l i s h  h im se lf*  H is fo rm er p a r tn e r ,  W orth ing ton , who l i k e  
him, had c a s t  h i s  l o t  w ith  th e  C o n fed e racy ,56 was back in  L ou is­
v i l l e ;  and from  him Jo h n s to n  so u g h t co u n se l and a s s i s t a n c e  con­
ce rn in g  th© p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a pardon*5^ In  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f
November, 1865, W orth ington  w ro te  t h a t  he had l i t t l e  f e a r  o f  
Johnston*®  b e in g  a r r e s te d  i f  he r e tu rn e d ,  b u t t h a t  he h e s i t a t e d  
to  a d v ise  him*58 by e a r ly  s p r in g  o f  1866 Jo h n s to n  f e l t  t h a t  i t  
was s a fe  to  r e tu r n ,  and a f t e r  s to p p in g  in  New Haven f o r  a l i t t l e
^6v a r in a  D avia to  W# P* Jo h n s to n , Oct# 5 , 1865#
56a l e t t e r  from  W orth ing ton  to  Jo h n s to n , Bee* 15, 1662, contain©  
th e  in fo rm a tio n  t h a t  th© w r i t e r  had been p a ro le d  a t  Yazoo C ity ,
P i 83.
5Z&# S* W orth ing ton  to  W* P. Jo h n s to n , Nov* 4 . 1 
^ jS* 8 # W orthington to  W# P* Jo h n s to n , Nov. 27,
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v i s i t  w ith  a  f r ie n d ,^ ®  he cams bask  to  L o u is v i l le  w ith  M s  fa m ily  
cad resum ed th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l a w * ^  A ccording  to  one o f  h ie  o la s a -  
m atea , »he r e tu rn e d  t o  f in d  t h a t  h ie  N o rth e rn  f r i e n d s  who had 
known him b e fo re  th e  War lo v ed  him a s  w e ll  a s  e v e r ,*  and w ith  th e  
combined su p p o rt h i s  f r i e n d s  In  th e  n o r th  and th e  South  hi© p ro s ­
p e c ts  w ere good f o r  s e c u r in g  l u c r a t i v e  law p r a c t i c e ,  "b u t hi© 
h e a l th  co u ld  n o t endure  th e  s t r a i n  which comes upon a  s u c c e s s fu l  
la w y e r.
I f  J o h n s to n 's  fo rm er frien d ©  in  th e  Worth w ere w i l l in g  to  
f o r g e t  and fo rg iv e  e v e ry th in g  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  b i t t e r  s t r u g g le ,  
he h im s e lf  was n o t—a t  l e a s t ,  n o t in  ©very in s ta n c e *  In  Septem ber 
fo llo w in g  h i s  r e tu r n  to  L o u is v i l l e ,  he r e c e iv e d  from  C h arle s  M* 
B l i s s  o f  P h i la d e lp h ia ,  one o f  h i s  Y ale c la s s m a te s , a c o r d ia l ,  
b u t r a t h e r  t a c t l e s s  l e t t e r ,  i n  w hich th e  w r i t e r  ex p ressed  a d e s i r e  
to  r e - e s t a b l i s h  c o n ta c t  w ith  a l l  Of h i s  S o u th e rn  f r ie n d s  o f  c o l le g e  
days* The p a r t  o f  th e  l e t t e r  which gave p a r t i c u l a r  o f fe n s e  to  
Jo h n s to n  was t h a t  c o n ta in in g  au  u n fav o rab le  r e fe re n c e  t o  one o f 
h i s  b e s t  r r l e n d s ,  V in cen t Marsaadufc© o f  M isso u ri, who had e n te re d  
T e le  in  th e  same te rm  t h a t  he had* A ccording to  B lis s*  l e t t e r ,  
Marmadake, who had se rv ed  w ith  th© C o n fed e ra te  fo ro c a , was r e p o r te d  
t o  have conducted  h im s e lf  in  a d ish o n o ra b le  m anner, and was
^ H a n d w r it te n  n o ta t io n  In  B, C, O ilm an 's  p e rso n a l copy o f  Heoonfl 
Biographical h.eojra. ClftOfi St AS2& l£  IsAS. gftUfieo. X06B* *u3Xmrry 
o f r a l e  u * } ,
®u 0n Ju n e  BO, 1866, oeo* K* Speed, deputy  c o l l e c to r  o f  th e  U* S .
He venue D epartm ent p re s e n te d  Jo h n s to n  w ith  a b i l l  f o r  h i s  l ic e n s e  
i s  p r a c t i c e  law  to  May 1 , 1866. {Johnston*** p a p e rs ) .
C ooper, p* 18*
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p u n ish ed  bf  im prisonm ent In  th e  Dry T ortugas#  " ©rhaps we do nob
u n d e rs ta n d  h i s  e a s e ,” s t a t e d  th e  w r i t e r ,  "b u t a s  1 le a rn e d  i t ,  ha
v io la te d  h i s  p a ro le  and was a l s o  engaged in  a d ish o n o ra b le  a tte m p t 
to  r e l e a s e  th e  Chicago p r i s o n e r s  o f  Wor*,,^s
I t  seem s l i k e l y  t h a t  Jo h n s to n  d id  n o t answ er t h i s  com m unication, 
f o r  upon th e  o u ts id e  o f  th e  en v e lo p e  c o n ta in in g  i t ,  he w ro te  a  b i t ­
t e r  c o n s e n t, w h ich , b e s id e s  d i s c r e d i t i n g  th e  r e p o r t  o f  M&maduke'a
o f fe n s e  and p un ishm en t, r e v e a ls  th e  r a n c o r  which h i s  own s u f f e r ­
in g s  had induced  in  h i s  s p i r i t *  The n o ta t io n  re a d ss
Why does t h i s  man w r i te  t o  me? Our 
way® a re  f a r  ap a rt*  He p re te n d s  g r e a t  a f ­
f e c t i o n ,  b u t b rag s  t h a t  he h as  been in  th e
War, t h a t  he h as  been to  th e  P i t t s b u r g  
C onvention (a d m itte d ly  b re a th in g  s la u g h te r )  
and w h ile  he h e a rs  Earmsduke I s  in  t h a t  
h o r r ib l e  h o le  o f  B e l l  san c tim o n io u s ly  r e ­
g r e t s  h i s  w ickedness*  Thank God, itaraaduke 
I s  n o t th e r e ,  b u t a t  home* Why c a n 't  th e s e
Yankee th ie v e s  be s a t i s f i e d  w ith  ro b b in g  &
k i l l i n g  u s ,  w ith o u t a l s o  b e in g  in t im a te  w ith  
us?  They seem to  th in k  t h a t  th o  w ish  to  
degrade  u s  i s  210 ban to  f r i e n d ly  in te rc o u rs e *  
n u t t h i s  l e t t e r  unworthy o f  an  answ er o r  
even o f  t h i s  comment I  keep a s  a  specim en 
o f  th e  genu ine P u rita n ,® 5
I t  sh o u ld  be n o ted  h e re  t h a t  th e  tem per e x h ib i te d  by Jo h n sto n  
in  th e  comment g iv en afeove does n o t in d ic a te  h is  l a t e r  a t t i t u d e  
tow ard h ie  n o r th e rn  c o l le g e  m ates* Be en joyed  th e  d e e p e s t f r i e n d ­
s h ip s  w ith  a  number o f  them , some o f  whoa ren d ered  him v a lu a b le  
s e rv ic e s  and th e  m essages w hich he g e n e ra l ly  s e n t to  h i s  c la ssm a te s
6SChas* IT# B l i s s  to  W* p* Jo h n s to n , Kepfc,-3&r  IB M . 
^ E n v e lo p e  o f  B l i s s '  l e t t e r  to  Johnston*
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when a  group o f  them h e ld  t h e i r  re u n io n  a t  New Haven each f i f t h  
y e a r  r e f l e c t  a  warm reg a rd *
On A ugust 8 ,  1866, th e  Jo h n sto n s*  s ix th  and l a s t  c h i ld ,
C a ro lin e  H ancock, was born#e4 J o h n s to n 's  f i n a n c i a l  needs w ere 
a c u te ,  and he f e l t  i t  n e c e ssa ry  to  ta k e  up some o c c u p a tio n  o th e r  
th a n  th e  law  in  o rd e r  to  su p p o rt h im s e lf  and h i s  fam ily* In  th© 
m id s t o f  h i s  p e r p l e x i t i e s ,  he re c e iv e d  a  l e t t e r  from  Mfs*
J e f f e r s o n  D av is , who was th e n  a t  F o r t r e s s  Monroe* T h is  l e t t e r  
i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  th e  In fo rm a tio n  w hich i t  c o n ta in s  re g a rd in g  
J o h n s to n 's  s i t u a t i o n  and h i s  hopes f o r  th e  f u tu r e ,  a s  w e ll  as  f o r  the  
generous o f f e r  o f  a s s i s ta n c e  which th e  w r i t e r  made* M rs. D av is ' 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  im p u ls iv e n ess  and h e r  penchan t f o r  f r e e  e x p re s s io n  
a r e  l ik e w is e  m a n ife s t in  t h i s  com m unication, th© f u l l  t e x t  o f  
which fo l lo w s :
My d ea r  F r ie n d :
Your sad l e t t e r  g iv e s  me th© f i r s t  in k lin g  
o f  your cum ulative  tro u b le s *  Why n o t have to ld  
me b e fo re  th e  rem oval o f th e  money which you 
h e ld  in  t r u s t  f o r  us* A ll  o r  any p a r t  o f  my 
m eans, o r  any th a t  we m igh t ev e r  have I s  a t  
y o u r se rv ic e *  I  can len d  you a s  i t  i s  a th o u ­
sand d o l l a r s  w hich i s  n o t in v e s te d  ex c ep t upon 
c a l l ,  and you need pay no I n te r e s t*  I  can v e ry  
w e ll  u n d ers tan d  Mrs# J o h n s to n 's  s p i r i t s  b e in g  
low w ith  h e r  l i t t l e  h e lp le s s  c h i ld re n ,  and th a t  
m is e ra b le  Kentucky p eo p le  to  c o n fro n t who w i l l  
n o t h e lp  th e  son o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  man who ev e r 
l iv e d  in  t h e i r  s t a t e ,  and th© p u re s t  to o — - I  
broke w ith  Kentucky when you were d e fe a te d  f o r
P# Johnston, The Johnstons o f  S a lisb u r y , p# 161#
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c le r k  o f  th e  co u rt*  You m y  have s u c c e s s fu l ly  
defended  K entucky to  Qton 0 9  W illiam s, h u t 
d o n 't  you d a re  t o  do i t  t o  ne— i t  i s  a B east*
1  I t  i s  a  m is e ra b le  h a l f  h o rs e , h a l f
a l l i g a t o r  s lo u c h  o f  despond f o r  h o n es t men*
1 p ray  Cod t h a t  you m y  g a t  th® P ro fe s s o rs h ip  
o f  th e  c o l le g e — Mrs* 2 ohnston  would be h a p p ie r  
I  th in k  i t h  a  n ic e  home in  V irg in ia *  The ^ e e 's  
m ust h e lp  you in  th e  m a tte r*  I f  you do n o t 
succeed  th e r e  in  be lac; e le c te d  perh ap s some 
G eorg ia  c o l le g e  w i l l  o f f e r  such a p la c e ——."'y 
o f f e r  o f  a th o u san d  d o l l a r s  i s  n o t an i d l e  one* 
Mr. Burn h as  i t  in  Hew O rle an s , and X can have 
i t  i n  tw enty  days in  L o u is v i l le ,  and oh how 
more th a n  welcome you, and yours w i l l  be  to  
i t *  However X am g e t t i n g  q u i te  worked up—  
you b e l ie v e  me, so  I  need say no more*—*My 
h e a r t  i s  vrith  M rs. Jo h n s to n , and you in  you r 
w eary a n x i e t i e s ,  g iv e  my lo v e  to  h e r ,  and say 
t h a t  I  g r ie v e  th a t  mine was n o t th e  on ly  d ark  
day to  which th e  f a l l  o f  th e  co u n try  d id  n o t 
p u t a te rm in a tio n *  We a rc  ab o u t a s  u su a l 
h e re — n o th in g  now, n o th in g  c a r ta  in — -  A ll  a s  
m is ty  and a s  an x io u s a s  e v e r—--G h u fflin g , and 
T ru c k lin g  so era th e  o rd e r  o f  th© day— I  have 
been re a d in g  a  l i t t l e ,  b u t do n o t remember 
w hat a f t e r  i t  i s  read* Sewing a l i t t l e ,  bu t 
r i p  i t  o u t ,  K n it t in g  a l i t t l e ,  b u t r a v e l  I t  
o u t ,  t a lk in g  a l i t t l e ,  b u t unsay ing  e v e ry th in g —  
We have a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  company, some o f  th o se  
a r e  p le a s a n t  who ta k e  such  t ro u b le  to  see  u s—-  
I  have le a rn e d  t o  swim v ery  w e l l ,  so  a s  to  
sav e  t h i s  em in en tly  h o p e fu l, and c h e e r fu l  l i f e  
o f  mine in  c a se  o f  a c c id e n t o r  p e rh ap s  th© de­
lu g e  may be a f t e r  me— How i s  n o t t h a t  s tu p id —
X w ro te  to  your U ncle W illiam  weeks ago— Bid 
he g e t  th e  l e t t e r — P le a s e  ask  him* Mr* Uav i s  
i s  n o t so  s tro n g  a s  he wn& d u rin g  th e  l a s t  
few weeks— X am a f r a id  h i s  h e a l th  i s  perm anen tly  
In ju re d *  Me i s  alw ays calm and q u ie t*  S in ce  
Genl* B urton  cacao in to  p o s i t io n  h e re ,  he has 
been  v ery  c i v i l ,  and k ind  to  me and to  him—  
h ie  w ife , i s  a s y n p a th o tlo  warm h e a r te d  t a le n te d  
ex lo an  woman who I s  v ery  angry w ith  th e  
Yankees a b o u t M exican a f f a i r s ,  and w© g e t  t o ­
g e th e r  q u ie t ly  and abuse them*—*though‘to  say 
t r u t h  s in c e  M ilo s ' d e p a r tu re  a l l  h e re  a re  k in d  
to  u s , and c o n s id e r a te .  I  h e a r  from  Canada
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quit®  o f t e n ,  had a l e t t e r  today~-~Th®y have a em ail 
h o u se , and 1  hope w i l l  g e t  on v ary  w®li«~«l4rs*
Buck A lle n  1® i n  M o n trea l now* Mr®* S co teh  A lan , 
and b a r  s i n t e r  Mrs* Randolph came down to  s<»e m> 
a  few days ago •* I  e x p e c t Mary B rodheer {Y} 
and Jo e  1* tom orrow -  They a re  in  W ashington now* 
B e lle  H a r r is o n  i s  to  m arry pooney Lee i t  i s  sa id*  
T e l l  Mrs* Jo h n s to n  t o  send  a p ie c e  o f  erne o f  h e r  
c o lo re d  s i l k  d re s s e s  th e  eiE© o f  th e  sc ra p  1 sen d , 
a p ie c e  o f  Mrs* P re s to n 1 a ,  and each o f  h e r  g i r l s  
-MM*u p ie c e  o f  Benny’ s a s  well~~~X do n o t s  r e  
f o r  more th a n  one square*-**! m  making a q u i l t ,  
and each  sq u a re  i s  to  be  a memory o f  b e t t e r  day© 
-~ ~ th e  o ld e s t  fa sh io n e d  s i l k  she has w i l l  do*
T h is  i s  my f i r s t  symptom o f  th© s e re  and y e llo w  
l e a f  which h as  been c o n te n t w ith  my body, and 
u n t i l  now l e f t  ay  mind u n ta rn is h e d  -  Love to  
Beany and th e  c h i ld re n ,  and b e l ie v e  me d ev o ted ly
Your f r ie n d  
V* Bavie
Pi® i s  th© sw e e te s t b r i g h t e s t  c h i ld  1  ev e r a w  ** 
-She i s  a s  much company f o r  u s as  a jffiown. person  *
B efo re  th e  end o f  th e  y e a r  Jo h n s to n  was
e le c te d  to  th e  f a c u l ty  o f  W ashington College®** in
L ex in g to n , V irg in ia ,  where G eneral R obert 1* Lee
was b eg in n in g  h i s  b r i e f  b u t im p o rtan t ad m in lsv
t r a t i o n  a s  p re s id e n t*  In  th© e a r ly  p a r t  o f  th®
fo llo w in g  y e a r  he moved w ith  h i s  fam ily  to  h i s
new home ?..n' took  up h is  d u t i e s  as p ro fe s s o r  o f
67E n g lish  and H is to ry *  to d  he rem ained a law y er,
®^Varina L avIs to  w* ?* Jo h n s to n , Poptember S7, I8 6 0 . 
e 6 M la u te s» Board o f T ru s te e s ,  W ashington C o lle g e ,
1867
G a z e tte  and B anner, F eb ruary  15, 1807.
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h i s  su c c e s s  m igh t soon have been  c o n s id e ra b le ,
f o r  s h o r t ly  b e fo re  he l e f t  H o u is v i l le  f o r  th e
V ir g in ia  Collegej^ |# ^ e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  from h is
c o u s in  and fo rm er sch o o lm ate , R an d a ll L* G ibson
o f  New O rle a n s , I n v i t in g  him to  come to  t h a t  c i t y
and ta k e  up th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  law  as h i s  p a r tn e r*
The p ro s p e c ts  which th e  w r i t e r  h e ld  f o r t h  were
a t t r a c t i v e ;
.♦ .A f te r  th e  f i r s t  y e a r ,  you r income 
would en ab le  you to  l i v e  co m fo rtab ly  
w ith  your fa m ily  and to  spend your summers 
say  from  th e  f i r s t  o f  J u ly  when th e  
C o u rts  c lo s e  t o  th e  f i r s t  o f  November 
when th e y  open— in  th e  u pper c o u n try .
I  say  thi&$@J*t«r c o n s id e r in g  a l l  th e
p ro s  and cemoaiU-all th e  i f s  and b u ts
— from  a n e a r  view o f  th e  f i e l d  o f  o p e ra t io n s ,
o f  th e  In f lu e n c e s  th a t  c o n t ro l  i t  and a
j u s t  e s tim a te  o f  your own re s o u rc e s  and
t a s t e .
However, Jo h n s to n  was n o t d e s t in e d  to  sh a re  
th e  d is t in g u is h e d  l e g a l  e a rn e r  w hich h i s  generous 
f r i e n d  and kinsm an a c h ie v e d . H is co n n ec tio n  w ith  
f& sh ln g to n  C o lleg e  was th e  b eg in n in g  o f  a p e r io d  
o f  e d u c a tio n a l s e rv ic e ,  w hich , ex cep t f o r  a com­
p a r a t iv e ly  b r i e f  in t e r r u p t io n ,  l a s t e d  co n tin u o u s­
ly  u n t i l  h i s  d ea th  more th a n  t h i r t y  y e a rs  l a t e r .
6 8 R. 1 . G ibson to  W. P . Johnri&dn, Jan u a ry  17, 1867*
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CHAPTER VI 
AT WASHINGTON AND LEE UNIVERSITY
When th e  name o f  W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n sto n  was p la ced
b e fo re  th e  B oard o f  T ru s te e s  o f  W ashington C o lle g e , th e
o iro u m stan o es were p r o p i t io u s  fo r  h ie  e le c t io n *  H is  p o s i t io n
on th e  s t a f f  o f  P re s id e n t  D avis d u r in g  th e  war had g iv en
him f re q u e n t  a s s o c ia t io n s  w ith  G en era l L ee, who was th e re fo r e
w e ll  a c q u a in te d  w ith  him* A ls o , some y e a rs  b e fo re  th e  w ar,
Lee had  se rv e d  a s  L ie u te n a n t-C o lo n e l in  th e  c a v a lry  reg im en t
w hich Jo h n s to n ’ s f a th e r  commanded;1 and d u rin g  th e  c r i t i c a l
time Im m ediately preced ing General Jo h n s to n ’ s d e a th , h i s
form er o f f i c e r  had m a n ife s te d  th e  f u l l e s t  sympathy w ith  h i s
s i t u a t i o n  and a s tro n g  co n fid en ce  in  h is  a b i l i t y  to  p ro p e r ly
2a c q u i t  h im se lf*  More im p o rta n t p erh ap s  th an  t h i s  was th e  
su p p o rt w hich C olonel Jo h n sto n  had from i n f l u e n t i a l  f r ie n d s  
in  L o u is v i l le  who adm ired him as  a man and a s c h o la r ,  and who 
were i n t e r e s t e d  in  sc o u rin g  some f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e  in  
Kentucky fo r  W ashington C ollege* Some o f  th e se  f r ie n d s  were 
form er o f f i c e r s  in  th e  C o n fed era te  army and had been a s s o c ia te d  
w ith  b o th  Jo h n sto n  and h i s  fa th e r*  I t  would be d i f f i c u l t  to  
f in d  s t ro n g e r  te s t im o n ia ls  th an  th e  ones which th e y  forw arded
*W. P* Jo h n s to n , A lb e r t  S idney Jo h n s to n , p . 185#
I b i d . ,  p p . 551-S52.
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In  J o h n s to n 1a b e h a l f  to  Judge John W• B rockenbrough, th e  
p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  Board* and to  G eneral Lee* The fo llo w in g  
l e t t e r  was s ig n e d  J o in t ly  by two L o u is v i l le  c i t i z e n s ,  each o f  
whom had fo rm e rly  ocoupied  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  C h ief J u s t i c e  o f  
th e  Supreme C ourt o f  K entuckyi
D uring th e  r e c e n t  v i s i t  o f  C o lonels  
C h r is t ia n  and A lle n  to  Kentucky in  
r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  W ashington 
C o lle g e , a v i s i t  which c re a te d  much in-* 
t e r e s t  w ith  our p e o p le , i t  was made 
known to  u s ,  by p e rs o n a l f r i e n d s ,  t h a t ,  
in  a l l  p r o b a b i l i ty  th e  name o f  o u r 
fe llo w  c i t i z e n  and f r ie n d ,  C olonel 
W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n , o f  t h i s  c i t y ,  
b u t l a t e  o f  Richmond, Va*, would be 
p re s e n te d  to  th e  Board o f  T ru s te e s  fo r  
t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  as a s u i ta b le  incum- 
b e n t fo r  th e  now v acan t C hair o f  H is to ry ,  
e tc *
As an a c t  o f  j u s t i c e ,  and a te s tim o n y  
o f  th e  re g a rd  in  which we h o ld  C olonel 
J o h n s to n , we deem I t  p ro p e r , r e s p e c t f u l l y ,  
to  e x p re s s ,  f o r  o u rs e lv e s  and th e  peop le  
o f  th e  S t a t e ,  th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  which h i s  
appo in tm ent would g ive  th ro u g h o u t Kentucky*
B efore th e  war we knew him as  a member 
o f  th e  L o u is v i l le  Bar of h o n o rab le  s ta n d ­
in g  and a s  a gentlem an o f  r e f in e d  and 
c u l t iv a te d  mind— o f l i b e r a l  endowments and 
o f  pure and in c o r r u p t ib le  l i f e —we f e e l  
a s s u re d  t h a t  he would make a u s e f u l  and 
h ig h ly  a c c e p ta b le  member o f  your fa c u lty *
A nother view In  re g a rd  to  th e  a p p o in t­
ment o f  C o lonel Jo h n sto n  we v en tu re  to  
p re s e n t  f o r  your c o n s id e ra tio n *  No man 
h as  a s t ro n g e r  h o ld  upon the a f f e c t io n s  o f 
th e  peop le  o f  t h i s  S ta te  than  our f r i e n d ,  
and th e  knowledge o f  the  f a c t  o f  id s  
p rom otion  to  th e  p o s i t io n ,  r e f e r r e d  to ,  
would a t  once a r r e s t  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  our
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peo p le  and commend, in  th e  sic a t  e f f e c t u a l  
way, th e  c la im s  o f  th e  I n s t i t u t i o n  to  
t h e i r  n o t i c e .  Tve in f lu e n c e  o f  such an 
ap p o in tm en t In  i h i e  and o th e r  S ou thw estern  
S ta te s  would* In  o u r Judgment* be h ig h ly  
b e n e f i c i a l  to  W ashington C ollege*
I t  l e  hoped t h a t  our commendation 
o f  Col* Jo h n sto n  w i l l  be r e c e iv e d  ae 
coming from th o se  who a re  f r i e n d ly  to  
your g r e a t  and p ra ise w o rth y  scheme* and 
In  sym pathy w ith  th e  S ou thern  people In  
t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  b u i ld  up i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  
le a rn in g  and a l l  e th e r  I n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  
u s e fu ln e s s *
Very R e s p e c tfu l ly  y o u rs .
Henry J* S t l t e s  
A lv in  D u v a ll3
A few days a f t e r  t h i s  l e t t e r  was s e n t  to  th e  p r e s id e n t  
o f  th e  Board* G enera l K. K irby Smith d i r e c te d  one to  G enera l 
Lee* Like L ee , G enera l Smith had se rv ed  u n d er A lb e r t  S idney 
Jo h n sto n  m  th e  y e a rs  b e fo re  th e  War. 4 C oncerning C olonel 
Jo h n s to n  he> wnofcs*
a  d e s i r e  t h a t  th e  c la im s o f  my 
WS&nd C o in . P re s to n  Jo h n sto n  to  th e  
v a c a n t c h a i r  o f  H is to ry  shou ld  be w e ll 
u n d e rs to o d  by th e  F a c u lty  w i l l  I  t r u s t  
excuse  me f o r  in t ru d in g  in  th e  a f f a i r s  
o f  yvur c o l le g e .
Of th e  c h a r a c te r ,  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  
and s o c ia l  p o s i t io n  o f  Coin* Jo h n sto n  
I  s h a l l  say  n o th in g — th e y  a re  w e ll  known 
to  you—b u t I  w ish  you to  a p p re c ia te  
th e  in f lu e n c e  t h i s  appo in tm en t w i l l  
have on th e  sc h o o ls  In  th e  S ta te *
3
4H# J* S t l t e s  and A* D uvall to  J* W. Brook©nbrough, S e p t . 2 6 , 1866. 
W* P . Jo h n s to n , A lb e r t  S idney Jo h n s to n * p* 186*
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The p o p u la t io n , w ea lth  and a f f i n i t i e s  o f  
h e r  p eo p le  make K entucky a f i e l d  which 
sh o u ld  n a t u r a l l y  he drawn upon in  su p p o rt 
o f  W ashington C o lle g e ♦ I t s  p o p u la r i ty  
a l r e a d y  g r e a t  in  th e  S t a t e ,  from your 
c o n n e c tio n  w ith  i t  a s  P r e s id e n t ,  w i l l  be 
In c re a s e d  by C oin . J o h n s to n 's  ap p o in tm en t, 
and p a tro n a g e  o f  th e  Ky* sc h o o ls  more 
l a r g e ly  s e c u re d . The f r ie n d s  and con* 
n e c tio n s  o f  Coin* Jo h n sto n  a re  numerous 
th ro u g h o u t th e  S t a t e ,  and I  am s a t i s f i e d  
th e y  w i l l  l i b e r a l l y  c o n t r ib u te  to  the  
endowment o f  th e  c h a i r  to  which he m ight 
be e le c te d *  in  L o u is v i l le  a lo n e , I  am 
a s s u re d  | 10 ,000  w i l l  a t  once be g iv e n , 
and $20,000 may be expected*  The im pover­
is h e d  and ex h au sted  c o n d itio n  o f  our co u n try  
and h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  X t r u s t  excuse 
me fo r  r e f e r r i n g  to  p ec u n ia ry  ad v an tag es 
in  an appo in tm en t recommended by so many 
o th e r  c o n s id e ra tio n s *
I rem ain  s in c e r e ly
Your F rie n d  and Obt# Sevt*
E. K irby Sm ith5 
O ther p e rso n s  o f  im portance in  L o u is v i l le ,  who w rote in
J o h n s to n s  b e h a lf  were Thomas W* B u l l i t t ,  G eneral I .  M* S t .
/
Jo h n , fo rm er com m issary -genera l o f  th e  C onfederacy , and John 
N* G a lle h e r , a form er s o ld i e r  in  th e  C onfedera te  Army and l a t e r  
a s s o c ia te d  w ith  Judge Brockenbrough in  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  law* 
S t i l l  l a t e r  he was to  e n te r  th e  E p isc o p a l M in is try  and be 
e le v a te d  to  th e  o f f ic e  o f  b is h o p , s e rv in g  in  t h i s  c a p a c i ty  
in  L o u is ian a  where he was a a in  thrown in to  c o n ta c t  w ith  
Jo h n sto n  and was ab le  to  g iv e  him v a lu a b le  a s s i s t a n c e .  B ulH  t t
®E. K. Smith to  R. E. L*e, O ct. 1 , 1866.
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w rote t h a t  " th e  v e ry  pu re  and e x a l te d  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  man, w ith  
a l i b e r a l  and c u l t i v a t e d  m ind, we have th o u g h t would re n d e r  him 
em in en tly  u s e f u l  and a c c e p ta b le  a s  a p ro fe s s o r* ”e 3 t .  John was 
a tro n g  in  h i s  en d o rsem en t, and r e f e r r e d  in  a com plim entary  
manner to  Jo h n s to n f s c h a ra c te r  and a t ta in m e n ts ,  to u c h in g  a ls o  
upon the  s a c r i f i c e s  w hich he had  made fo r  th e  C o n fed era te  c a u s e .^  
O a l le h e r 'a  l e t t e r  was e q u a l ly  as  s t r o n g , a s  th e  fo llo w in g  b r i e f  
e x c e p t w i l l  i n d ic a t e :
He i s  w id e ly  known a s  a gentlem an 
o f  l o f t y  c h a r a c te r ,  and ir re p ro a c h a b le  
l i f e ,  and th e r e  I s  no man in  K entucky 
who s ta n d s  h ig h e r  th a n  Wm. P re s to n  
Jo h n s to n  in  th e  e s t im a tio n  o f  h i s  fe llo w s  
a s  to  h i s  s c h o la r ly  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  I  
sa y  much when I  add th a t  h i s  l i f e  h as  
been  sp e n t among books and t h a t  he i s  a 
man o f  to o  much p r id e  and h o n e s ty  to  
seek  o r a c c e p t a p o s i t io n  whose d u t ie s  
he co u ld  n o t f a i t h f u l l y  p e rfo rm . 8
The i n t e r e s t  e x p re s se d  by  th e se  w r i t e r s  in  C olonel 
Jo h n sto n  and in  W ashington C ollege had  th e  d e s ire d  r e s u l t ,  
fo r  on O ctober 12, th e  Board o f  T ru s te e s  met in  s p e c ia l  s e s s io n  
H o  c o n s id e r  th e  p r o p r ie ty  o f  c a l l i n g  a g e n e ra l  m eeting fo r  
th e  purpose o f  p ro ceed in g  w ith o u t f u r th e r  d e la y  to  f i l l  the  
c h a ir  o f  H is to ry  and E n g lish  L i t e r a t u r e •" The Board re q u e s te d  
t h a t  th e  g e n e ra l  m eeting  sh o u ld  be h e ld  on November 15, " to  
g ive  e a r n e s t  c o n s id e ra t io n  to  t h i s  m a tte r ,  owing to  th e  f a c t
6T* W. B u l l i t t  to  J* W# B rockenbrougb, S e p t. 2 8 , 1866. 
7 l .  M. St* John to  K. E* L ee, O ct. 2 , 1866.
8 J* N. G allaher to  J* W, Brockenbrough, Oct# 2 , 1866.
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t h a t  from  v a r io u s  and em inen t so u rces*  our a t t e n t io n  has been
tu rn e d  to  a d is t in g u is h e d  gen tlem an from Kentucky* a s  one
p e c u l i a r ly  accom plished  in  t h i s  v e ry  d ep artm en t* ” The Board
a ls o  e x p re s se d  i t s e l f  a s  q u i te  p re p a re d  to  te n d e r  th e  appo in tm ent
to  C o lonel Johnston*  e x c e p t f o r  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  p re se n te d  by th e
la c k  o f  an endowment f o r  th e  c h a i r ;  b u t th e y  added th a t  " th e
i n t e r e s t  in  cu r c o lle g e  m a n ife s te d  in  th e  S ta te  o f  K entucky i s
g r a t i f y in g  t o  u s  and i t  would be p e c u l i a r ly  p le a s a n t  to  have a
new c h a ir  in  t h i s  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  c a l le d  by  h e r  name and i t s  f i r s t
incum bent one o f  h e r  f a v o r i t e  sons*1*̂
A t th e  m eeting  in  November* which l a s t e d  fo r  two d ay s ,
Jo h n sto n  was unanim ously  e l e c t e d ;  and h ia  s a la r y  was s e t  a t
$800*00 a year*  w ith  ”4200 com m utation fo r  house r e n t  and a
r a t a b le  sh a re  o f th e  t u i t i o n  fe e s  w ith  th e  o th e r  p ro fe s s o rs * "
10The new ly e l e c t e d  p ro fe s s o r  was to  r e p o r t  on F eb ru ary  1* w
When Jo h n sto n  d e p a r te d  from h is  home in  Kentucky fo r  h i s
new p o s t ,  th e  L o u is v i l le  C o u rie r  r e jo ic e d  In  h i s  co n n ec tio n  w ith
W ashington C o llege  and sang h i s  p r a is e  in  th e  f u l l e s t  tones*  A
p o r t io n  o f  th e  I tem  r e f e r r in g  to  C olonel Jo h n sto n  r e a d s :
There i s  no man in  the  S cu th e rn  S ta te s  
more g e n e ra l ly  and fa v o ra b ly  known o r  more 
warmly beloved* P o sse ss in g  a l l  th e  t r a i t s  
which go to  make up th e  g en e ro u s , g a l la n t*  
and h ig h ~ so u led  gen tlem an , and th e  c u ltu re *
a
M in u tes , Board o f  T ru s te e s*  W ashington C ollege* Oct* 12, 1866* 
M in u tes* Board o f T ru s te e s ,  W ashington C ollege* Nov* 15 and 16, 1866*
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accom plishm en ts,  and i n t e l l e c t *  w hich 
c o n s t i t u t e  th e  r ip e  s c h o la r  and th e  man 
o f  g en iu s  * combined w ith  a manly p o r t  
and a s u a v i ty  o f  manner w ith  which few 
a r e  endowed* and which none can  im ita te *  
he w ins f o r  h im s e lf  th e  e a rn e s t  f r ie n d s h ip  
and devo ted  a ttac h m en t o f  a l l  w ith  whom 
he I s  b ro u g h t in  c o n ta c t*  h i s  q i a l i f l -  
cs  t  Ions f o r  th e  h o n o rab le  p o s i t io n  to  w hich 
he h as a t t a in e d  a re  of t i e  h ig h e s t  o rd e r  and 
w i l l  n o t be q u es tio n ed  by any who know him *. *
The a r t i c l e  a l s o  ex p re sse d  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  Johnston*a co n n e c tio n
w ith  th e  c o l le g e  would r e s u l t  in  an  e n la rg e d  p a tro n ag ed  from
Kentucky*
In  th e  m idd le  o f  February* O eneral Lee w ro te  to  one o f  h ie  
d au g h te rs  t h a t  ^C olonel Jo h n s to n  has a r r iv e d  and e n te re d  upon 
h i s  d u tie s *  He i s  l i v i n g  a t  th e  h o te l  w ith  h i s  w ife  and s ix  
sw eet l i t t l e  c h ild re n *  b e in g  u nab le  t o  p ro cu re  a house and th e  
c o l le g e  b e in g  to o  poor to  b u i ld  one f o r  b lm .^ ^ X n  J u ly  o f  th a t  
y e a r  Jo h n s to n  pu rch ased  a b e a u t i f u l  home w ith  a or© a c re s  o f  
land* lo c a te d  abou t a m ile  from  h ex in g  to n  and o v e rlo o k in g  th e  
H orth River**®Bere he and h is  fam ily  were to  r e s id e  d u r in g  th e  
n ex t dosen y e a r s —y e a rs  f i l l e d  w ith  e x p e rie n c e s  and accom plish ­
m ents which* as  Jo h n sto n  l a t e r  viewed them in  r e t r o s p e c t*  must 
have com pensated f o r  th e  la b o rs*  a n x ie t ie s *  and d is a p p o in t­
m ents t h a t  o f te n  w e i r e d  h e a v i ly  upon him* O aring
^ L o u i s v i l l e  C o u r ie r ,  quo ted  in  th e  L ex ing ton  O agette  an<ji B anner. 
-g Jan *  30* 1867•
A*R. E . Lee t o  M ild red  Lee* in  R eco il ecM ons and L e t t e r s  q f  
g e n e ra l R obert Eg. L ee , by h i s  son* C ap ta in  KV** L ee* G ard en  
t i i t y • Garden C ity  P u b lish in g  6 o** p* 854*
Â Leed Book* W* 393* R ockbridge County (Va*) C ourt house*
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th e s e  y e a rs  he en jo y ed  an In t im a te  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  G enera l Lee 
and h i  a f a m ily , w ro te  h ie  b e e t  w ork, th e  l i f e  o f  G eneral Jo h n s to n , 
and w atched a l l  o f  h i e  " s ix  sw eet l i t t l e  c h i ld re n "  grow t o  f u l l  
o r  n ea r  adu lthood*
W ith th e  employment o f  th e  new p r o f e s s o r ,  th e  School o f  
H is to ry  and E n g lish  L i t e r a tu r e  e x h ib i te d  c o n s id e ra b le  v ig o r ,  a s  
a com parison  o f  c a ta lo g  announcem ents w i l l  in d ic a te *  The c a ta lo g  o f 
1866 c o n ta in s  th e  fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t w ith  r e fe re n c e  to  th e  
work o f fe re d  in  h i s t o r y  and l i t e r a t u r e s
I n  t h i s  sc h o o l w i l l  be ta u g h t Modern 
H is to r y ,  E n g lish  L i t e r a tu r e  and C r i t ic is m s  
R h e to r ic ,  E lo c u t io n , P h ilo s o p h ic a l  Grammar, 
and C om parative P h ilo lo g y *  The s u b je c ts  
em braced In  t h i s  s c h o o l, w i l l  f o r  th e  
p r e s e n t ,  be ta u g h t so  f a r  a s  p r a c t ic a b le  
by th e  p ro fe s s o r s  in  th e  o th e r  l i t e r a r y  
s c h o o ls *14
The announcem ent, w ith  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  work o f  t h i s  s c h o o l, 
p u b lish e d  soon a f t e r  Jo h n s to n  took  charge  o f  i t ,  l a  a s  fo llo w s $
The School o f  H is to ry  and E n g lish  L i t e r a tu r e ,  
a s  a t  p re s e n t  c o n s t i tu t e d ,  em braces th e  sub* 
j e c t s  o f  a n c ie n t  and Mod *rn H is to r y ,  P o l i t i c a l  
Economy, B e l le s - L e t t r e s  and C r i t ic i s m , and th e  
H is to ry  and S tudy o f  E n g lish  L i te r a tu re *  System­
a t i c  I n s t r u c t io n  Is  a l s o  g iv e r in  the  a r t  o f  
E n g lish  C om position , and in  D eclam ation  and 
E lo cu tio n *
I t  i s  d e s i r a b le  t h a t  student®  ta k in g  t h i s  
School shou ld  have p re v io u s ly  n e a r ly  com pleted  
th e  p re s c r ib e d  E n g lish  Course and shou ld  a t  
l e a s t  have re a d  e lem e n ta ry  h i s t o r i e s  o f  G reece ,
Rome, E ng land , and A m erica•
14C s ta lo g , W ashington C o lle g e , Ju n e , 1866*
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The mode o f  i n s t r u c t  io n  i s  by r i g i d  
ex a m in a tio n  o f  th e  s tu d e n t  on th e  te x t#  «
w hich i s  I l l u s t r a t e d  in  a ru n n in g  com* 
m en ta ry j and by l e c tu r e s  on th e  to p ic s  
most Im p o rtan t t o  th e  young men o f America*
I n  g o m p ositlon  and E lo c u t io n , th e  in s t r u c t io n  
i s  p r a c t i c a l  and co n tin u o u s*  From th e  S e n l t r  
C laes o r ig in a l  o r a t io n s  a re  r e q u ir e d  on 
p r e s c r ib e d  to p ic s *  I n  th e  S en io r y e a r  th e  
s tu d y  o f  H is to ry  I s  p h ilo s o p h ic a l#  and t h a t  
o f  L i te r a tu re #  c r i t i c a l *
A course#  more o x te n a iv e  and c r i t i c a l #  
i s  open to  r e s id e n t  graduates**®
The e v id e n c e s  o f  J o h n s to n 's  In f lu e n c e  and p o p u la r i ty
a s  a man and a s  a  te a c h e r  a re  ab u n d an t; and perh ap s some
s ig n i f ic a n c e  sh o u ld  be a t ta c h e d  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  a t  the
c o n c lu s io n  o f  J o h n s to n 's  second com plete s e s s io n  a t  W ashington
C ollege# th e  p u b l is h e r s  o f  t i e  s tu d e n t m agasine th o u g h t th e
f i n a l  ex am in a tio n  q u e s tio n s  which he gave th e  S e n io r  C lass
in  h i s t o r y  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  g e n e ra l  i n t e r e s t  t o  w a rra n t p u b l ic a t io n .
As a  v e ry  young s tu d e n t  a ^  th e  Kentucky M il i ta ry  I n s t i t u t e #
Jo h n sto n  had  g iv en  h i s  s i s t e r  some sound co u n se l re g a rd in g  the
s tu d y  o f  h is to ry *  *1 do n o t w ish you to  re a d  h i s t o r y  in
such a way t h a t  you know th e  d a te  o f  ev e ry  sk irm ish # th e  name
16o f  e v e ry  nobleman# he w rote* T hat Johnston  a p p lie d  t h i s  in ­
t e l l i g e n t  p r in o ip le  in  h i s  te a c h in g  i s  a p p a re n t from th e  
ex a m in a tio n :
^ C a ta lo g *  W ashington C ollege#  June# 1867*
*®W* P* Jo h n sto n  to  H e n r ie t ta  Johnston#  Feb* 29# 1848*
I t #
t i t #
1 2 1
1# The two p r in c ip a l  f a c ta  o f  C iv i l i s a t io n ?  
Two m ethods o f  w r i t in g  th e  H is to ry  o f  
C iv i l i s a t i o n ?
C h a ra c te r la t io a  o f  A ncien t C i v i l i s a t i o n  
in  c o n t r a s t  w ith  Modern?
2# E lem ents o f  s o c ie ty  a t  th e  f a l l  o f  th e  
Homan Em pire? What id e a s  d id  th e  
Empire bequeath  to  c i v i l i s a t i o n ?  What 
th e  Church? What th e  B a rb a ria n s?
5* C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  th e  F ed e ra l System? 
Why I t  f a i l e d  to  o rg a n ise  S o c ie ty ?
4# What was th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  Church 
on th e  M iddle Ages?
5* E lse  o f  F ree C i t ie s ?  How l i b e r t i e s  
o b ta in e d ?  C h a ra c te r  o f  i n t e r i o r  
governm ent and how I t  d i f f e r e d  from 
Modern m u n ic ip a l governm ent?
€• What two p ^ r 'o d s  d iv id e  Modern H is to ry ?  
T h e ir  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ?  Give an 
acco u n t o f  P h i l ip  de CoKlnes?
7# How can Modern H is to ry  be s tu d ie d  to  
th e  b e s t  advan tage?
8 * Give r a p id  sk e tc h  o f changes in  th e  
map o f  Modem Europe#
9# What s o r t  o f  m i l i t a r y  and p o l i t i c a l  
q u e s t io n s  can be p r o f i t a b ly  d is c u s se d  
by th e  g e n e ra l  h i s to r i a n ?  I l l u s t r a t e #
10# C h a ra c te r  and achievem ent o f  F re d e r ic k  
th e  G reat#
I I#  V o lta lre fe  In f lu e n c e  on th o u g h t o f
18 th  c e n tu ry ?  H is l i f e  and c h a ra c te r?
12# D esc rib e  p ro g re s s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  and 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  vrom E lis a b e th  to  
W illiam  I I I *
H is to r i c a l  E ssay : "Cause o f  S t a b i l i t y
and I n s t a b i l i t y  o f  Government#
0 T .U 17
V tftie  doH e : 1 a nTTSaah 1 ngton  C o lie  e # May 291 1869#
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I n  th e  c a ta lo g  o f  1860 J o h n s to n 's  p o s i t io n  la  d e s ig n a te d
a s  "K entucky P ro fe a so r  o f  H isto ry*"*©  and t h i s ,  I t  seem s,
would I n d ic a te  t h a t  some suocfjps had  a t te n d e d  th e  e f f o r t s  to
secu re  an  endowment f o r  th e  c h a i r  in  th e  incum bent*a n a t iv e  
10s ta te *  Jo h n sto n  co n tin u e d  to  h o ld  t h i s  p ro fe s s o r s h ip  u n t i l  
he r e s ig n e d  in  J u n e , 1874, in  o rd e r  to  d ev o te  f u l l  a t t e n t io n
to  th e  b io g rap h y  o f  h ia  f a t h e r . 20 Ei a  name l a  a b a e n t from th e
81f a c u l ty  H a t  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r ;  b u t t h e r e a f t e r  i t  appear*  
on th e  r o s t e r  o f  th e  law aohool f a c u l ty  th ro u g h  th e  s e s s io n  of 
I860.22
The c o l le g e  re c o rd s  and th e  columns o f  th e  s tu d e n t  
p u b l ic a t io n  and th e  town p re s s  a f f o rd  abundant ev id en ces  o f 
Johnst© *& prestige  and In f lu e n c e  upon th e  sch o o l and the  community 
d u rin g  h i s  r e s id e n c e  i n  L exington* Be was a d e a r  and t r u s t e d
03
f r ie n d  o f  G enera l Te e ,  and to  him th e  ad m ire rs  o f  t h i s  incom­
p a ra b le  S o u th e rn e ra re  in d e b te d  f o r  an e x c e l l e n t  d i s c r l p t l o n  o f 
th e  G en era l* s  manner and a t t i t u d e ,  when p re s id in g  over th e  
f a c u l ty  m e e tin g s  a t  W ashington C ollege#  A p o r t io n  o f  t h i s
*? fh e  CoIJUiLlan* W ashington C o lle  c ,  May 0 0 , 1869.
*eC a ta lo g * W ashington C o lle g e , I860*
*^A l a t t e r  on th e  s u b je c t  w r i t t e n  March 8 1 , 1869, by G eneral 
John C. B reek en rld g e  o f L ex in g to n , K entucky, and d i r e c te d  to  
G enera l R# D* L i l l y ,  a  f i n a n c i a l  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  C o lle g e , 
ap p eared  in  The C o l la r la n * A p r i l  17 , I860*
80W* P . Jo h n s to n  t o  A* le y b u rn ,  June 84 , 1874*
^ C a ta lo g * W ashington C o lle g e , 1875*
IfC a ta lo fis*  W ashington C o lle g e , 1876-1880*
23$T* feV L ee, J r» * H e o o lie c t lo n a * p . 315*
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p o r t r a y a l ,  w hich a p p e a rs  in  s e v e r a l  im p o rta n t b io g ra p h ie s  o f  
L ee, l a  q u o te d  below :
In  h i s  in te r c o u r s e  w ith  h i s  f a c u l ty  he 
was c o u r te o u s , k in d , end o f te n  r a t h e r  p la y ­
f u l  in  manner* We a l l  th o u g h t he d e fe r re d  
e n t i r e l y  to o  much to  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  
o p in io n  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  f a c u l t y , when 
we would have p r e f e r r e d  t h a t  he shou ld  
sim p ly  In d ic a te  h i s  own view s or d e s ire s *
One c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  G enera l Lee I  no ted  
th e n  and have o f te n  r e c a l l e d  I  n ever saw 
him ta k e  an u n g ra c e fu l p o s tu re*  No m a tte r  
how long  o r  f a t ig u in g  a f a c u l ty  m eeting  
m igh t b e , he alw ays p re se rv e d  an a t t i t u d e  
i n  which d ig n i t y ,  decorum , and g race  were 
u n i te d * •* 4
When G en era l L ee’ s p la n  fo r  th e  ex p an sio n  o f  th e  I n s t i t u t i o n 's
program  was p rom ulgated  in  1869, Jo h n sto n  was a member o f  th e
com m ittee t h a t  drew up th e  p la n  f o r  th e  e x te n s io n  o f th e  s c i e n t i f i c  
25eourse*  Among th e  o th e r  i te m s , th e  program  in c lu d e d  " a system
o f  p re s s  s c h o la r s h ip s ,  d es ig n ed  p r im a r i ly  to  a c q u a in t young
p r i n t e r s  w ith  e d i t o r i a l  methods and to  e n la rg e  t h e i r  e d u c a tio n 1*}
and i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  Jo h n s to n  su g g ested  t h i s  p o r t io n  o f  th e  
27plan* When a r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  New York Sun v i s i t e d  th e  
campus f o r  th e  purpose o f  s e c u r in g  In fo rm a tio n  abou t th e  proposed  
s c h o la r s h ip s ,  he d is c u s s e d  th e  m a tte r  w ith  C olonel Johnston*
The fo llo w in g  p o r t io n  o f  th e  a r t i c l e  which he w ro te  fo r  h i s  paper
8^ I b id *
25D ouglas S o u th a l l  Freem an, R obert Edward Lee * a B iography ,
(4 v o ls* ) New York and London: S c r ib n e r 's ,  1934-1935, V ol. IV , p .  429*
8% e p o r t  o f  Committee on p r e s i d e n t 's  r e p o r t ,  T ru s te e 'a  M in u tes*
June 3 ,  1869, in  F reem an 's L ee* V ol. IV , p . 427.
8”F reem an 'a L ee . V ol. IV* p*. ¥25#
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l a  i n t e r e s t i n g  n o t o n ly  a s  an acco u n t o f  th e  in te rv ie w  b u t a ls o  
fo r  th e  w r i te r 's  c h a r a c te r i z a t io n  o f  Jo h n sto n s
I  met him a s  he was le a v in g  th e  c o lle g e  
grounds and saw a t  once t h a t  he was a n o th e r  
o f  th e  o ld  sch o o l o f  S ou th ern  Gentlemen*
He i s  t a l l ,  t h i n ,  w ith  b lo o d le s s  l ip s *  Very 
p o l i t e  and speaks In  a alow , em phatic manner*
He s a t  down on th e  s to n e  s te p s  b e s id e  me, and 
I  q u e s tio n e d  Mm* He i s  an h o n es t man and 
to ld  me more th a n  most men o f  h i s  c la s s  would 
have done* X began ab o u t th e  f r e e  scholar-* 
s h ip s  th a t  th e  c o l le g e  In ten d e d  g iv in g  to  
c a n d id a te s  nom inated by th e  ty p o g ra p h ic a l 
u n io n s  o f  th e  coun try*  He asked  me i f  X was 
a  c o rre sp o n d e n t f o r  a n o r th e rn  p ap er;-> I  
to ld  him X w ast X came from th e  new York 
Sun* He th en  spoke to  t h i s  e f f e c t :  wThe
number o f  th e s e  s c h o la r s h ip s  w i l l  be l im i te d  
f o r  th e  p r e s e n t  to  tw en ty -f iv e*  We th in k  
i t  enough when we compare th e  re s o u rc e s  o f  
th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  w ith  th o se  o f N orthern  
c o l le g e s ,  such fo r  in s ta n c e ,  a s  H arv ard ,
Y ale and Columbia* The re a so n  we propose 
g iv in g  th e se  s c h o la r s h ip s  i s  t h i s  t h a t  
p r in t in g  i s  one o f  th e  a r t s  which d i f f u s e  
e d u c a t io n , and we sh o u ld , th e r e fo r e  seek  to  
q u a l i f y  p r i n t e r s  f o r  th e  ta s k  o f e d u c a tio n , 
a s  f a r  a s  p o s s ib le *  These s c h o la r s h ip s  w i l l  
p ro b a b ly  be g iv en  o n ly  to  Southern  TInions, 
b ecau se  we need them more h e re  th a n  you 
in  th e  N o rth , We had proposed  to  is s u e  h a l f  
o f  th e s e  s c h o la r s h ip s  to  men arm ing fo r  th e  
j o u r n a l i s t i c  p r o f e s s o r  , b u t have become 
r a t h e r  abashed  a t  th e  t o r r e n t  o f  r i d i c u l e  
poured  upon u s  by some o f  th e  p a p e rs  o f th e  
coun try*  Now, w hat we in te n d  i s  n o t to  
make j o u r n a l i s t s ,  to  make men f i t  a t  once 
f o r  th e  e d i t o r i a l  c h a ir*  No, b u t we w ish 
to  g iv e  young men a s  good an e d u c a tio n  as 
p o s s ib le ,  in  o rd e r  th a t  a f te rw a rd , hav ing  
a c q u ire d  t h e i r  j o u r n a l i s t i c  t r a in in g  in  a 
new spaper o f f i c e ,  th e y  may make f a r  b e t t e r  
and more c u l t iv a te d  e d i to r s *  I t  i s  l ik e  
what we do fo r  young men w ish in g  to  e n te r  
th e  m in is try *  We g ive  them t h a t  e d u c a tio n , 
f i r s t ,  which e v e ry  c u l t iv a te d  man m ust have , 
th e n  l e t  them s tu d y  a s  b e s t  th e y  may fo r  th e
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p u lp i t*  and d o n 't  you th in k  th e y  w i l l  make 
b e t t e r  m in is te r s  th an  i f  th e y  d id  n o t have 
t h a t  e d u c a tio n  which we g iv e  them ?11
X a d m itte d  t h a t  t h i s  p u t th e  m a tte r  in  
a  d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t  from w hat I  had  seen  i t  
b e fo re *  b u t  was somewhat Im pressed  by th e  
ad m iss io n  he had made* In  answ er to  a q u e s t io n  
I  had  put*  th a t  th e  s c h o la r s h ip s  were to  
be g iv en  o n ly  to  th e  new spapers and typo ­
g ra p h ic a l  u n io n s  o f  th e  South* I t  i s  t r u e  
he a s s ig n e d  as a  reaso n  t h a t  th e  N orth had 
s u f f i c i e n t  means o f e d u c a tio n  w ith o u t a id  
from  th e  South* But w hether t h a t  was th e  
t r u e  re a s o n  o r  n o t ,  the  r e s u l t  would be 
th e  same* I  s a id  n o th in g  o f  t h i s  t h a t  
o c c u rre d  to  me* how ever, p u t began a sk in g  
him ab o u t th e  p o l i t i c s  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  and 
h i s  own*
He r e p l i e d  r e a d i ly *  and we p assed  an 
h o u r in  c o n v e rs a tio n  w h ile  we w alked a lo n g  
th e  c o lle g e  grounds* o u t among th e  h i l l s  
where he had  s e n t h i s  c a r r ia g e  w ith  i t s  
negro  coachman to  a w a it h im *28
I n  th e  autumn o f  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r ,  G eneral R o b ert E* Lee* 
who had se rv e d  the  c o lle g e  a s  p r e s id e n t  fo r  f iv e  years*  d ied  
a f t e r  a b r i e f  and s evere I l l n e s s  which was th e  cu lm in a tio n  o f 
an ex ten d ed  p e r io d  o f  f a l l i n g  h e a lth *  G enera l Lee d ie d  on the  
m orning o f O ctober 12* 1870* and d u rin g  th e  p reced in g  n ig h t
go
C olonel Jo h n sto n  was among th o se  who w atched by h i s  b ed -s id e*
To t h i s  f r ie n d  and lo y a l  su b o rd in a te*  we a re  indebted  an 
e lo q u e n t accoun t o f  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  G e n e ra ljsn  accoun t which 
was in te n d e d  fo r  a m em orial volume which th e  u n iv e r s i ty  contemn
28L ex ing ton  G a z e tte « quo ted  from th e  New York Sun, Nov* 17 , 1869*
29*l*eeman1 s L ee, V ol. IV , p .  491*
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p la te d  p u b l is h in g  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  L ee1a d e a th . 50 when th e  volume
f a i l e d  to  m a te r ia l iz e *  th e  m anu ao rlp t was tu rn e d  over to  Dr#
J# W illiam  Jenegjw ho used  i t  In  h i s  £erg.cna! Sdm ajB U fflano^ &£
31OtwwiA H# E# Dee * Jo h n sto n  f s c o n t r ib u t io n  h a s  been  re p u b lis h e d  
w holly* o r  In  p a r t*  1st a  number o f  l a t e r  b io g ra p h ie s  o f  te e#
The fo llo w in g  p assag e  l a  p erhaps th e  most s t r i k i n g  p o r t io n  o f  
th e  a r t i c l e *
As th e  o ld  h e ro  la y  In  th e  darkened  
room* o r  w ith  th e  lamp and h e a r th  f i r e  c a s t*  
lu g  shadows upon h i s  ca lm , noble f ro n t*  
a l l  th e  m assive g ran d eu r o f  h i s  fo ra*  and 
face*  and brow* rem ain ed ; and d e a th  seemed 
to  lo s e  I t s  t e r r o r s *  and to  borrow a g race  
and d ig n i ty  in  sub lim e keep ing  w ith  the  l i f e  
t h a t  was ebb ing  away* The g r e a t  mind sank 
to  i t s  l a s t  repose*  a lm o st w ith  th e  eq u a l 
p o ise  o f  h e a l th * ^  The few broken  u t te r a n c e s  
t h a t  e v in c ed  a t  tim e s  a w andering i n t e l l e c t  
were spoken u n d er the  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  
rem ed ies  ad m in is te red *  b u t a s  long  a s  
co n sc io u sn e ss  la s te d *  th e r e  was ev id en ce  
t h a t  a l l  th e  h igh*  c o n t r o l l in g  in f lu e n c e s  
o f  h i s  whole l i f e  s t i l l  r u l e d ;  and even 
when s tu p o r  was la y in g  i t s  co ld  hand on th e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  p e rc e p tio n s*  th e  m oral n a tu re*  
w ith  I t s  com plete o rb  o f  d u t ie s  and a f f e c t io n s *  
s t i l l  a s s e r te d  i t s e l f *  A S outhern  p o e t 
h a s  c e le b ra te d  in  song th o se  l a s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
words* 11 S t r ik e  th e  t e n t ;*  and a thousand  
v o ic e s  were r a i s e d  to  g ive  meaning to  th e  
u n c e r ta in  scd^d , when th e  dying man sa id*  
w ith  em p h asis , " T e l l  H i l l  'he m ust come upI*
These se n te n c e s  se rv e  to  show most to u c h in g ly
k* R iley*  G enera l R obert E* Lee A fte r  Appom attox, Hew 
York: Mac Ml1 la n ,  I§ 3 0 , p.2G6~
«T* W. J o n e s , P e rso n a l Hem n isc e n c e s  o f  G enera l R obert Edward 
Dee. 1874* p p .4 4 6 -¥ W .~  ——
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th ro u g h  w hat f i e l d s  th e  Im ag in a tio n  was 
p a s s in g ;  b u t g e n e ra l ly  h i s  w ords, though 
few were c o h e re n t;  b u t ,  fo r  th e  most 
p a r t  Indeed  h i s  s i le n c e  was unbroken# *
A t th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  s e s s io n  o f  th e  F a c u l ty , which was 
c a l le d  on th e  day o f  G en era l L e e 's  d e a th ,  Jo h n sto n  was 
ap p o in ted  a member o f  th e  com m ittee which was to  make a l l  
n e c e ssa ry  f u n e r a l  a rran g em en ts  and to  ex te n d  an in v i t a t i o n  
to  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  th e  V irg in ia  M il i ta r y  I n s t i t u t e  and 
to  th e  g e n e ra l  p u b l ic  to  a t te n d  th e  s e r v ic e s #53 At th e  m eeting  
on th e  fo llo w in g  day he was a ls o  ap p o in ted  a member o f th e  
com m ittee * to  c o n fe r  w ith  a l ik e  com m ittee o f  th e  Board o f 
T ru s te e s ,  and r e p o r t  m easures and p la n s  fo r  th e  e r e c t io n  o f  a 
s u i t a b le  monument t o  G enera l Lee in  th e  room In  which h i s  
rem ains a r e  to  be i n t e r r e d ,  and f u r th e r  to  c o n s id e r  and recom ­
mend such o th e r  monuments o r  m em orials a s  may be deemed ap­
p r o p r ia te  In  th e  c o l l e g e #"34 The j o i n t  com m ittee , c o n s is t in g  of 
J# W, Broekenbrough and F ra n c is  T. Anderson from the  Board, 
and P ro fe s s o r s  Jo h n sto n  and C* I#  H a r r is  from th e  F a c u l ty , 
drew up r e s o lu t io n s  which c o n ta in e d  th e  fo llo w in g  I te m s 3 A 
m em orial room sh o u ld  be d e s ig n a te d  in  th e  c h a p e l;  the  a n n iv e rs a ry  
o f  L e e 's  b i r t h  shou ld  be p la c e d  on th e  c o lle g e  c a le n d a r ;  the  
fo llo w in g  commencement day sh o u ld  be d e s ig n a te d  a s  th e  d a te  
f o r  th e  d e l iv e r y  o f  th e  eu lo g y  on G eneral L e e 's  l i f e
■  II—  ■ ■ ■ » ■ » ■  ■  - . . i l l . l l  ■ " ■ ■ ■ *
l e y 's  L ee, p p . 212-213*
^ g ln u te a » F a c u lty  o f  W ashington C o lle g e , Oct* 12, 1870.
54Ib id « , Oct* 13, 1870.
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and c h a r a c te r ,  and J e f f e r s o n  D avis shou ld  be in v i te d  to  make 
t h i s  e u lo g y  j and the  name o f  G enera l Lee shou ld  be in c o rp o ra te d  
In  th e  name o f  th e  c o l l e g e T h e  f a c u l ty  members s e le c te d  as
l
p all« * b ea re rs  were C olonel Jo h n s to n  and P ro fe s s o r  Jobn Randolph
*----  .M --------------  - -........ . ..... . ■ ,
Tuisker* S h o r t l y - a f t e r  th e  fu n e ra l  o f  G enera l L ee , the  Lee
Memorial A s s o c ia t io n ,  an o rg a n is a t io n  composed o f  form er
o f f i c e r s  and s o ld i e r s  in  the  C o n fed e ra te  arm y, was c r e a te d ;
38and Jo h n s to n  was a member o f  i t s  e x e c u tiv e  com m ittee*
The p a s s in g  o f G enera l Lee was a s ta g g e r in g  blow to  th e  
c o lleg e *  A la rg e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  had been a t t r a c t e d  
to  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  because o f  t h e i r  a d m ira tio n  o f  i t s  p r e s id e n t ;  
and w ith  t h i s  g r e a t  p e r s o n a l i ty  rem oved, W ashington C ollege 
now la c k e d  i t s  g r e a t e s t  c la im  upon g e n e ra l i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  
South* The f a c u l ty  r e a l i z e d  t h i s  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  anyone; and 
w ith in  two weeks a f t e r  G enera l Lee had been b u r ie d  a m eeting  
o f  th e  f a c u l ty  and s tu d e n ts  was h e ld  fo r  th e  purpose o f  
c o n s id e r in g  th e  f u tu r e  o f  th e  co lleg e *  At th e  r e q u e s t  o f  h i s  
c o l le a g u e s ,  C o lonel Jo h n s to n  was the  speaker*  In  h i s  a d d re s s , 
which was f o r c e f u l  a n d ,a t  t im e s , e lo q u e n t ,  th e  sp eak er 
conmiended th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f s p i r i t  p o sse sse d  by the  s tu d e n t body,
®®In a l e t t e r  which D avis w rote to  Jo h n s to n , November 25 , 1870, he 
ex p re ssed  r e g r e t  th a t  a m eeting  o f  th e  board  o f d i r e c to r s  of h i s  
in su ra n c e  company would p re v e n t h i s  d e l iv e r in g  the  eulogy* 
^ M in u te s , Board o f  T ru s te e s ,  W ashington C o lle g e , Oct* 15, 1870*
^ V ir g i .n ia  G a z e tte s (L ex ing ton ) Oct* 14, 1870*
38 ib ia a4Qet* 21, 1870*
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ex to lle d  the character and aervleee o f General Lee, and expressed
a s tro n g  c o n fid e n c e  In  th e  f u tu re  g re a tn e s s  o f  th e  c o l le g e .•
C oncern ing  i t s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a s  an  e n d u rin g  monument t o  i t s
l a t e l y  d ec ea sed  p r e s id e n t ,h e  d e c la re d *
We r e s t  i n  an  a b id in g  f a i t h  t h a t  our 
c o u n try  w i l l  n o t s u f f e r  to  s in k  i n t o  
d u s t  and  f o r g e t f u ln e s s  t h i s  l a s t  
en d u rin g  monument to  h i s  name; and we 
may r e tu r n  t o  o u r  a p p o in te d  ta s k s  
and d a i ly  d u t ie s  w ith  c h e e r fu ln e s s  
and e n e rg y ,  knowing t h a t  th e r e in  we W e t  
c a r r y  o u t . h i s  w ish es  and p e rp e tu a te  
h i s  fame*s ®
Ho e x h o r ta t io n s ,  how ever, c u l d  s t r o n g ly  a f f e c t  th e  s i tu a t io n *  
The e n ro llm e n t dropped  from 544 in  1870 to  162 in  th e  fo llo w in g  
year*  i n  1372 I t  ro s e  to  265; in  1875 i t  d ropped to  150; and 
In  1374 i t  t o t a l e d  286*40 Such a d im in u tio n  o f  th e  s tu d e n t  
numbers was n a t u r a l l y  a t te n d e d  by a  d im in ish e d  c o lle g e  Income; 
and f a c u l ty  s a l a r i e s  m ust have s u f f e re d  co n s id e rab ly *  These 
r e d u o tlc n s  d o u b tle s s  had s tro n g  w eig h t w ith  Jo h n s to n , When In  
1872 he  to o k  a  y e a r 1a leav e  o f  absence from  th e  c o l l e g e ,  In  o rd e r  
to  g iv e  more a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  b io g rap h y  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ,'*1 and when 
in  1874 he fo rm a lly  re s ig n e d  h i s  p o s i t io n * 4S D uring t h i s  p e r io d  
he was f a r  from w e l l ;  and t h i s  f a c t ,  tak en  w ith  h i s  e a g e rn e ss  
to  com plete th e  b io g ra p h y , made I t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  him  to  co n tin u e  
h i s  d u t ie s  a t  th e  c o l le g e  on red u ced  income* Such vma
C oU e^lajn , O c t. 2 9 , 1870.
€UE n ro iim en t S t a t i s t i c s ,  Washington C ollege*
^ l l ln u te s *  F a c u l ty  o f  W ashington C o lleg e , Feb, 20 . A pr, >23. and 
June 25, 1872*
4 M inutej3, Board o f T ru s te e s ,  W ashington C o lleg e , June 23 , 1874#
130
th e  in fo rm a tio n  t h a t  &re* Jo h n sto n  wret® to  h e r  a is te r< * ln -iaw , 
w ith  th e  f u r t h e r  s ta te m e n t t h a t  h e r  husband would he a b le  to  
make “a s  much a t  a lm o s t a n y th in g 11 a s  he was th e n  r e c e iv in g # 4®
E ls  f r i e n d ,  J e f f e r s o n  D a v is , how ever, a d v ise d  o a u t lc n  w ith  
r e g a rd  to  r e s ig n in g  h i s  p o s i t io n ,  and in  e x p re s s in g  h la  deep 
a f f e o t lo n  f o r  J o h n s t rn ,  r e f e r s  t o  him  a s  one "whom I  have lo v ed  
from In fa n c y *1144 When l a t e r  D avis was a p p a re n tly  convinced  t h a t  
Jo h n s to n  would s e v e r  h i s  o o n n eo tlo n  w ith  W ashington C o lle g e , 
he e x p re s se d  th e  hope t h a t  he and h i s  fo rm er a id  m ight g e t  
to g e th e r  In  a  more c o n g e n ia l c l im a te  th an  te x in g tm  a f fo rd e d  
and work on a volume o f  memoirs*4®
T hat Jo h n sto n  was an x io u s  to  see suoh a work p ro je c te d  by 
D avis i s  a p p a re n t from a  l e t t e r  which he w ro te  th r e e  y e a rs  
b e fo re  t h i s  tim e# *1 f e e l  t h a t  you owe i t  to  y o u r s e l f  n o t to  
d ie  w ith o u t v in d ic a t in g  th e  t r u t h  of h i s t o r y , •  he w rote; and 
a g a in , *T do n o t b e l ie v e  any  man ev e r  l iv e d  who w ruld  c a re  to  
t e l l  In  th e  l i g h t  more f u l l y  what was done in  th e  d a rk , th a n
•*48you can#* While i t  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  Jo h n s to n  was I n te r e s t e d  
in  th e  p roposed  u n d e r ta k in g . I t  I s  e q u a l ly  a p p a re n t t h a t  he was 
n o t i n  a  p o s i t io n  to  g iv e  much a s s i s ta n c e  to  I t*
43Rosa Jo h n s to n  t o  H e n r ie t ta  Jo h n s to n , War* 19 , 1873# (Mason M ss . )  
JS p av le  to  w# P# Jo h n s to n , Sept* 4 ,  1873*
*°D avls to  w* • Jo h n s to n , Dee* 7 ,  1&V 3*
p* J rh n s to n  to  J* D av is , Deo* 11 , 1870, in  Rowland,
J e f f e r s o n  D avis* Vol* V II , p* 285*
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Mrs# D av ia . I t  a p p e a r s ,  was n o t  a c q u a in te d  w ith  any 
co rresp o n d en ce  cm th e  s u b je c t  betw een h e r  husband and Jo h n s to n , 
fo r  In  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  she w ro te to  th e  l a t t e r ,  in fo rm in g  
him w ith  en th u s ia sm  t h a t  she b e lie v e d  th a t  Mr# D avis w ru ld  
welcome him as a c o l la b o ra to r*  The l e t t e r  r e a d s :
My dear friend,
X have f o r  a lo n g  p e r io d  been  a n x io u s , 
f a i l i n g  t o  have a  c o n v e rs a tio n  w ith  you , t o  
w r i te  you cn a s u b je c t  o f  g r e a t  Im portance 
to  b o th  you and me—I  th in k  t h a t  new i s  th e  
a c c e p te d  tim e f o r  Mr* D avis to  w r i te  o u t 
h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  th e  War, y e t  know 
t h a t  he h a s  n o t th e  s t r e n g th  to  perfo rm  th e  
l a b o r ,  m en ta l o r  p h y s ic a l*  He h as  a mass 
o f  new spaper m a tte r  h e re  which i f  i t  were 
a r ra n g e d , would X th in k  make an  a lm o st com­
p le te  re c o rd *  Dora S hu ts o f  Hew O rlean s 
l e f t  o u r J e f f  f iv e  volumes o f  m a t te r ,  and 
a b a s k e t o f  p ap e rs  -  X have th e  lo a n  o f  
f i l e s  o f  th e  Memphis A ppeal f o r  many y e a rs  
back--Now I  th in k  t h a t  u n le s s  some one be­
g in s  i t  f o r  him  t h a t  he w i l l  n ev er b eg in  * 
and i t  seems to  me th a t  i t  would be a 
good income f o r  you b o th  i f  th e  work were 
p ro se c u te d  t o  a  s u c c e s s fu l  te rm in a tio n * * *
X b e l ie v e  t h a t  he th in k s  o f  you a s  th e  
m ost p le a s a n t  p erso n  w ith  whom he co u ld  
c o o p e ra te  in  w r i t in g  a h i s t o r y  *
How would I t  do fo r  you to  w r i te  to  
him  o f f e r in g  to  a rra n g e  th e  m a te r ia l—
Then come to  an agreem ent a s  to  your
s p e c ia l  p o r t io n s  o f  th e  p ro c e e d s , and
b eg in  a t  once— I can n o t say  t o  anyone
a l l  X th in k  A f e e l  on th e  s u b je c t— and
p ra y  do  n o t answer my l e t t e r  o r  a l lu d e  to
i t — r u t  be a s s u re d  t h a t  you ru n  no r i s k
o f  b e in g  in t r u s iv e  in  a sk in g  f o r  h i s  m a te r ia l  *
B e lie v e  me v e ry  s in c e r e ly  y o u rs ,
V arlna D av is *̂7
^V arina bavis to  W* p* Johnston, Aug* 7 , 1874*
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When Jo h n s to n  r e s ig n e d  from h i s  p la c e  in  th e  s c h o o l, whicb 
a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  G enera l Lee re c e iv e d  th e  name o f  W ashington 
and Lee U n iv e r s i ty ,  he was a g a in  c a l l e d  upon to  e x p re s s  h i s  
view s c c n e e rn in g  th e  p ro s p e c ts  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  T h is  tim e 
th e  r e q u e s t  came from th e  e d i t o r s  o f  th e  c o l le g e  m agaslne , and 
he resp o n d ed  by a d d re s s in g  a l e t t e r  to  them fo r  p u b lic a t io n *  
Supposing t h a t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  e d i t o r s  was prom pted in  p a r t  
by h i s  r e s ig n a t io n ,  he a s s u re d  them th a t  h i s  a c t io n  was *due 
to  re a s o n s  p u re ly  p e r s o n a l ,  and In  no manner w hatever to  want 
o f  acco rd  w ith  th e  Board o f  T ru s te e s  and F a c u l ty , o r  to  la c k  
o f  I n t e r e s t  in  th e  su c c e s s  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  and nob le  U n iv e rs ity * *
The d is c o u ra g in g  f a c t s  in  co n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  he 
d e c la re d  to  be due to  th e  im poverished  c o n d itio n  o f  th e  S ou th , 
and to  c o m p e titio n  from numerous c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  which 
were d ev e lo p in g  th ro u g h o u t th e  coun try*  T h is  l a t t e r  c o n s id e r a t io n ,  
which he a s s e r te d  was n o t a l to g e th e r  u n d e s ira b le  from even a 
s e l f i s h  p o in t  o f  v iew , would n e c e s s a r i ly  r e s u l t  f o r  a tim e in  
somewhat d im in ish e d  p a tro n ag e  o f  th e  le a d in g  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and 
th e  remedy f o r  th e  s i t u a t i o n  was to  be fru n d  In o f f e r ’ng s u p e r io r  
e d u c a tio n a l  advan tages*  The c o n te n ts  o f  th e  l e t t e r  a re  s e n s ib le  
and th e  language in s p ir in g *  The fo llo w in g  e x t r a c t  w hich ap p ea rs  
n e a r  th e  end i s  t y p i c a l ly  J o h n s to n ia n j
Judged from any human s ta n d p o in t .  In  
m a te r ia l  w ea lth  th e  South i s  a ru in e d  
'co u n try *  what war sp a re d , ty ran n y  h as
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g leaned*  i n c i t e  m oral e n e rg ie s  i s  th e  
o n ly  hope o f  i t s  people#  C h ie f among 
th e  a g e n c ie s  o f  redem ption  la  ed u ca tio n *  
and i f  oaoh alum nus w i l l  c o n s id e r  h im se lf  
a s  an a g e n t o f  th e  u n iv e r s 1ty —a&y, as 
c o n s e c ra te d  to  th e  re sc u e  o f  our lan d  
from  Impending ig n o ran ce  and barbarism , 
no human s ta n d a rd  can m easure th e  p o ss ib le  
r e s u l t  o f  th e  n e x t few y e a rs
th e  e a r l i e s t  y e a rs  w hich Jo h n sto n  sp e n t in  LexXngrton were
d o u b tle s s  th e  h a p p ie s t  ones f o r  him and M s  fa m ily , f o r  u n d e r
th e  p resid en cy  o f  O enoral R obert B# t e e ,  th e I n s t i tu t io n  had
en joyed  a  p e r io d  o f  com p ara tiv e  p ro s p e r i ty *  jsssaediately
f o l  low ing h ie  d e a th , h i a so n , O eneral 0* w, G« to o , m s  chosen
to  succeed  him# The d e c l in e  In  th e  fo r tu n e s  o f  th e  c o l le g e ,
which o c c u rre d  t h e r e a f t e r ,  can be probably be a ttr ib u ted  o n ly
to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  no one—n o t even a  C o n fed era te  .--eneral b e a r in g
th e  Lee name— co u ld  r e p la c e  th e  g re a t  p e r s o n a l i ty  whose gu id ing
hand and re v e re d  p re se n ce  had m eant so  much#
In  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  a t  Washington C o iX e e , Johnston p u rchased
h is  a t t r a c t i v e  c o u n try  p la c e  o v e rlo o k in g  the r iv e r#  The © sta te ,
s i t u a te d  upon a  b e a u t i f u l  e le v a t io n ,  faced  a  w all o f  rook upon
th e  o p p o s ite  s id e  o f  the stream* and because o f  t h is  fa c t  had
been c a l le d  " C l i f t o n * "are the Johnstons r e s id e d  u n t i l  they
moved from  L ex ing ton  in  lUbU* "T here a re  m any,w Jo h n sto n  w ro te
y e a rs  a f te rw a rd s ,  "who w i l l  r e c a l l  w ith  a  f r i e n d ly  a ig
^ S o u th e rn  C o lle g ia n , W ashington a .d L m  I?*, Jim© 24, 1074# 
49Johnston*a fo rm er home I s  s t i l l  s ta n d in g ; t r 4  tho e x p la n a tio n  
of th e  naming o f th e  e s t a t e  was fu rn is h e d  th e  w riter  by 
C olonel A# S# J .  Tucker, a  grandson o f  W. P. Johnston#
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t h i s  p ic tu re s q u e  ham©.1* ^  I t  was one o f  th© scen es  o f  gay 
s o c ia l  f e s t i v i t y  co n ce rn in g  which G enera l Lee w rote M s  d a u g h te r , 
M ild red , when she was v i s i t i n g  in  Richmond# "G a ie ty  c o n t in u e s ,1* 
he in fo rm ed  her*  "L as t n ig h t  th e re  was a  c a d e t hop* Might 
b e fo re , a  p a r ty  a t  G ol^nel Jo h n s to n ’ s 1*?^ Here th e  Jo h n sto n s 
en joyed  v i s i t s  from  G eneral Lee, upon th e  o cc a s io n  of one
i
o f  w hich, th e  to u c h in g , and o f te n  r e l a t e d ,  in c id e n t  o c c u rre d ,
In v o lv in g  Lucy, G enera l L ee’ s b e loved  h a rn e ss  m are, who was
choked in to  u n co n sc io u sn ess  by a  t i g h t  c o l l a r  as  she s tru g g le d
up th e  s te e p  a s c e n t  le a d in g  to  th e  Johnston  home*
The y e a rs  w hich fo llo w ed  th e  d e a th  o f  G eneral Le© were n o t
p ro sp ero u s o n es f o r  th e  Jo h n s t n s ,  as  we have a lre a d y  I n d ic a te d ;
and e s p e c ia l ly  was t h i s  t r u e  a f t e r  C olonel Johnston  tu rn e d  h is
a t t e n t io n  from h i s  c o lle g e  d u t ie s  to  M s  w ritin g *  In  t  he
55fiusner o f  1873, he m ortgaged h i s  horn© to  th e  U n iv e r s i ty ;  
and from t h a t  tim e u n t i l  a  much more p ro sp e ro u s  p e r io d  y e a rs  
l a t e r ,  he was n o t f r e e  o f  debt*  Some of th e  l a t e r  y e a rs  a t  
L exington  m ust nave been h ard  ones f o r  W illiam  and Rosa 
Jo h n sto n ; and d o u b tle s s  th e  p in ch  o f s t r a i t e n e d  c ircu m stan ces  
worked a  h a rd sh ip  upon th e  grow ing fa m ily , e s p e c ia l ly  th e  o ld e r
50W* P* Johnston  and Rosa D* Jo h n s to n , o b itu a ry  l e t t e r  co n cern in g  
t h e i r  sen , A lb e r t  S idney Jo h n s to n , Jan* 1 , 1885*
51r ,  Lee to  M ild red  Leo in  R* E* Leo, J r * ,  R e c o lle c t io n s , p* 380*
L* Leo, J r . ,  R e c o l le c t jo n s , p* 371*
''M in u te s ,  Board o f  T ru s te e s , W ashington and Lee u*, J u ly , 8 
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daughters who were reaching m aturity* In t h is  try in g  period  Mrs*
Johnston supported hor husband’ s endeavors w ith  th© f u l l e s t
measure o f courageous d evotions and the t r i a l s  o f  the fam ily
served  to  strengthen  the t i e s  o f a f fe c t io n *  The g i r l s  were
54e n th u s ia s t ic  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  lo c a l  s o c ia l  e v e n ts | and young 
A lb ert, the on ly  son , spent much time In  th e  mountains w ith  h is  
frun.55 *
In  the autumn o f 1877, when the fo r  tim es o f th© fa m ily  had 
reached one o f i t s  low est p o in ts , th© second daughter, H en r ie tta , 
was m arried to  Henry St* deorge Tucker, a member of a prominent 
V irg in ia  fa m ily  and a r is in g  young laxvyer, who afterw ards served  
In Congress fo r  sev era l terms* So d i f f i c u l t  was the f in a n c ia l  
s itu a t io n  of the Johnstons that on ly  the I n s is te n c e  of the  
p ro sp ectiv e  bridegroom and th© h ero ic  management o f Mrs* Johnston  
prevented a postponement o f  the wedding date* Some days a f te r  
the ev en t, Rosa Johnston penned an account o f i t  to  her s i s t e r -  
in -la w , H en rietta  Johnston, who s t i l l  re s id ed  in  L o u isv ille *
The new bride was Miss Johnston’ s namesake, and the g en ero sity  
o f the la t t e r  had p layed an e f f e c t iv e  part In th e wedding 
arrangements* Because th is  l e t t e r  not on ly  p resen ts an in tim a te  
view  o f  the fam ily  circum stances a t that time but a ls o  rev ea ls  
the admirable q u a l i t ie s  of s p i r i t  with which Mrs# Johnston su s-
54R ec o lle c tio n s  o f  Mrs* Laura Randolph Tucker Pendleton, r e la te d  
to  the p resen t w riter  in  August, 1U39. lira* Pendleton was a 
cousin  o f th© Jolmston daughters, w ith  whom she grew up In Lexington*
5*W* Johnston to D avis, Sept* y, 1877, In Rowland, Jefferson
Pavla, Vol* VIII* p* 277* "
i s e
ta ln e d  h e r  f a m ily ,  a p o r t io n  o f  i t  i s  s e t  down h e re :
I  have wanted so much to  w r i te  to  you 
ev e r s in c e  H enny 's  m a rr iag e  was d ec ided  
upon; h u t i t  was a l l  g o tte n  up in  such h a s te  
t h a t  I  had tim e fo r  n o th in g  h u t to  g e t  th e  
c h i ld  ready* The p la n  dec ided  upon in  
th e  e a r ly  summer w as, t h a t  she was to  be 
m a rr ie d  abou t th e  10 th  O c t. We found as 
th e  tim e  drew n e a r  t h a t  i t  would he imposi 
s i h l e  and to ld  Mr. T . t h a t  th e y  m ust w a it  
a w h ile . So we s e t t l e d  down end gnve up 
s l l  id e e  o f  any p re p a ra tio n *  About t h i s  
tim e  H arry  Tucker came from  S ta u n to n , and 
he w ith  h i s  fa m ily  to  hack him urged ua to  
make an e f f o r t  to  have th e  wedding b e fo re  
th e  fa m ily  l e f t  f o r  W a s h i n g t o n . T h a t  
v e ry  day v ; i l l  re c e iv e d  a l e t t e r  from  Ry. 
w hich he th o u g h t a u th o r iz e d  him to  proceed  
in  th e  m a t te r .  I  s t a r t e d  w ith  H. on a 
d ay ’ s n o t ic e  to  Richmond; we l e f t  Monday 
and re tu rn e d  S a t .  acco m p lish in g  e v e ry th in g  
in  t h a t  t im e . Her t ro u s s e a u  was r e a l l y  v e ry  
p r e t t y  and sw ee t, and we have to  th an k  you 
d e a r  Henry f o r  th e  g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  i t  as 
I  w i l l  show you. She had th e  b la c k  s i l k  
you gave h e r  in  Ky. made over w ith  saooue 
f o r  a s u i t  and i t  r e a l l y  looked as  good as 
new. I  managed to  match th e  s i l k  e x a c tly  
and you would he s u rp r is e d  to  see  how w e ll 
i t  lo o k s . The brown brocade you s e n t  in  
th e  summer made a v ery  handsome s u i t .  Then 
May gave h e r  th e  l i g h t - b l u e  and navy b lu e  
s i l k  s k i r t  t h a t  you gave h e r  which made a 
lo v e ly  d re s s  f o r  ev e n in g s . The o n ly  d re s s  
I  bought h e r ou t and ou t was a dark  g r ie n  
cashm ere t r a v e l in g  d r e s s .  May a ls o  d iv id e d  
h e r  l in e n s  w ith  h e r .  She was v e ry  generous 
and wanted H. to  ta k e  a l l  b u t a s  Aunt Sue 
had s e n t some she o n ly  needed h a l f .  H< r  
w edding d re s s  was lo v e ly .  I t  cou ld  n o t have 
been p r e t t i e r  i f  she had had th e  money to  
buy what she  o le a se d . I t  whs my wedding 
d re s s  f o r  o v e rd re s s  and a p la in  cream c o l ­
ored  s i l k  u n d e rn ea th . The d re s s  was b e a u t i f u l ly  
made and trimmed w ith  my p r in t  la c e  m a n t i l l a . . .
56The groom 's f a t h e r ,  John Randolph T ucker, who, fo r  a tim e 
served  a s  a p ro fe s s o r  o f 1 w a t  W ashington and Lee U n iv e r s i ty ,  
was th e n  a member o f  C ongress.
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Henny had been t i r e d  o u t by th e  hu r l^ d  p re p a ra ­
t i o n s  end we f e a r e d  would n o t look  w e l l ,  b u t 
a f t e r  she was d re sse d  she  was th e  sw eet a t  
lo o k in g  b r id e  I  ev e r e^w and she  behaved sw eeter  
th a n  she lo o k e d .. .We g o t h e r  reed y  in  two weeks 
and a few days o v e r , end s t r a n g e  to  ©ay hor 
th in g s  a l l  o&me in  t im e . Aunt Sue s e n t  h r  
a b e a u t i f u l  brooad© which I  s e c t  to  Richmond 
end she w i l l  have i t  on h e r  r e tu r n  to  Staunton.
• ..D u r in g  th e  p r e p a ra t io n s  W ill looked w orried  
t h a t  he could  do so  l i t t l e  f o r  h e r b u t I  to ld  
him i f  h< o n ly  knew how s a t i s f i e d  she was 
w ith  e v e ry th in g  he would n o t be so t r o u b le d .
She to ld  us o v er ^nd o v er ag a in  t h a t  she d id  
n o t d e s i r e  a n y th in g  b e t t e r  th e n  was p ro v id e d .
We s e n t  to  H a tty  f o r  u n d e rc lo th in g  as  th e r e  
was so l i t t l e  tim e and what she g o t f o r  #60 
was som eth ing  w o n d erfu l. She g o t a g r e a t  many 
v e ry  p r e t ty  p r e s e n ts  b u t 1 w i l l  le a v e  th  m to  
Mary to  w r i te  you a b o u t. The g i r l s  took 
ch arg e  o f th e  house and d e c o r j te d  b e a u t i f u l ly  
w ith  f lo w e rs ,  v-e d id  a l l  we could  to  make 
^ G lif to n ” lo o k  p r e t t y  f o r  th e  o cc a s io n  and 
Aunt hm ily and I  d id  our b e s t  f o r  th e  supper 
and everyone say s  i t  was a g r e a t  s u c c e s s .
A f te r  th e  ceremony we had th e  bride*©  cake 
c u t and c l a r e t  poured in  th e  b e a u t i f u l  bowl 
U ncle v i l l  s e n t  h e r .  Rid th e  g i r l s  w r i te  
you th  t  th e  '‘Betas*’ a c o l le g e  s o c ie ty  s e n t 
a b e a u t i f u l  s i l v e r  (p la te d )  t u r e e n ? . . . 57
A lthough & re. Jo h n s to n  d isp la y e d  su p erb  s k i l l  in  econom ical 
management o f  h e r d a u g h te r 's  w edding, th e  f in a n c ia l  o u t la y  which 
th e  o cc as io n  re q u ire d  was f o l t  by th e  fa m ily , f o r  n ea r  th e  con­
c lu s io n  o f th e  l e t t e r  from which th e  p o r t io n  above ws® ta k e n , 
th e  w r i t e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  " A fte r  g e t t in g  Henny ready  th e  r e s t  o f 
us w i l l  hove to  be v ry  q u ie t  fo r  a w h ile .
^ E o a e  Jo h n sto n  to  H e n r ie t ta  Jo h n s to n , Nov. 1 , 1877. (Mason Ms s . )
“ fciA-
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A lthough se p a ra te d  by c o n s id e ra b le  d is ta n c e  fro®  th e  fam ily  
o f  J e f f e r s o n  P s v is ,  th e  Jo h n sto n e  th ro u g h o u t t h e i r  y e ra  a t  
L ex ing ton  s u s ta in e d  a warn f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  the® . The form er 
P re s id e n t  o f  th e  C onfederacy  made o c c a s io n s !  v i s i t s  to  V i r g in ia ,  
a t  which tim e s  he s p e n t many h o u rs  in  company w ith  h is  form er 
a i d ,  M a rg a re t, th e  o ld e s t  o f  th e  P av is  c h i ld r e n ,  v i s i t e d  In  th e  
Jo h n sto n  h o se ; and h e r  a f f e c t io n  f o r  Mrs* Jo h n s to n  and h er daugh­
t e r s  was such e s  to  e l i c i t  p le a sed  comment from h e r  father.® ®  
J e f f e r s o n  L>avis, J r . ,  th e  second c h i ld ,  a tte n d e d  th e  V irg in ia  
M i l i ta r y  I n s t i t u t e  i n  1873-1874; and from C olonel Jo h n s to n , th e  
f a th e r  sough t some a s s i s ta n c e  in  th e  d i r e c t in g  o f t h i s  unsteady  
y o u th . J o h n s to n 's  own so n , A lb e r t ,  a s h o r t  two or t h r  e yeare  
l a t e r , e x h i b i t e d  l i t t l e  t a s t e  f o r  th e  form al le a rn in g  o f  th e  
U n iv e r s i ty ,  snd dropped o u t in  h is  e cond year;® c b u t ex cep t 
f o r  h i s  a v e rs io n  to  books and th e  u n c e r ta in ty  vhloh  e x is te d  con­
ce rn in g  hi© f u tu r e  v o c a tio n  ha gave h is  f a th e r  l i t t l e  cause fo r  
a n x ie ty .  Such , how ever, seems n o t to  have been th e  ca se  w ith  
young P s v ie .  In  caldsumafcr 1874 Mr. I a v is  w ro te  the. boy a l e t t e r  
In  which he ex p ressed  d isa p p o in tm en t n o t o n ly  because o f  h is  
so n 9s d e f ic ie n c y  as a s tu d e n t  bu t because  o f  h ie  conduct a s  w e l l .  
In  th e  co u rse  o f  th e  l e t t e r ,  th e  f a th e r  w ro te :
eoD avis t o  W. p * J o h n s to n ,  O ct .  2 3 ,  1873 .
i\. p . Jo h n sto n  t o  P avia , JJept* 9 , 1878 , in  howl md, J. o f fe r  son 
B a s is . V o l. V III , p . 277.
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I  hope you go o ften  to  se e  isy tru e and 
much esteemed fr ie n d t C o l. Johnston . In any 
tro u b le  you could not fin d  a b e tte r  coun­
s e l lo r  .
Three weeks a f t e r  the d ate o f  t h is  l e t t e r ,  Mrs Pavia wrote 
to  C olonel Johnston concerning young J e f f ’s a f f a i r s .  The 1 - t to r  
part o f  her l e t t e r  in d ic a te s  th a t  Johnston was to  some ex ten t  
in te r e s te d  in  secu rin g  a p la ce  in  some other u n iv e r s ity . The 
communication, which was marked C o n fid e n tia l, reads as fo llo w s:  
My dear F riend ,
I  am in  r e c e ip t  today o f a telegram  
from J e f f  sa y in g , "I <m not f u l l y  w e l l ,  
o n  I have a furlough* •
V i l l  you hove the goodness end learn  
what i s  n ecessa ry  in  h is  case and take 
such a c tio n  as your judgment may in d ic a te .
I t  would not I th in k  be sa fe  fo r  him to  come 
here a t t h i s  season , and I do not know 
when, i f  a t  a l l  i t  would be convenient 
fo r  me to  go to  him. I f  h is  co n d itio n  
re q u ires  i t  he might go to  see Mr. Broud 
in  Maryland but we ore very anxious th  *t 
he should lo s e  nothing o f the s tu d ie s  which 
he proposed to  pursue during the encamp­
m ent. He could however take? the necessary  
books w ith  him, and g et Mr. Braud to  aid  
in  d ir e c t in g  him in  h is  s tu d ie s .  Aa we 
know nothing o f  h is  in d is p o s it io n  i t  la  
d i f f i c u l t  here to  form an o p in io n , and.we 
re happy in  having one on whom we can 
r e ly  as we do on you who i s  in  a p o s it io n  
to  g e t  a l l  the r e q u is i te  inform ation as 
we are In te n s e ly  anxious bout him.
P lease  send telegram  ss  soon as you 
have reached s con clu sion  to  a d v ise  us o f  
your a c t io n  in  the o s e .
6*1)8 v is  to  J e ffe r so n  Pa v i s ,  J r . ,  Ju ly  S I, 1874.
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I  d id  n o t  answ er your l a t t e r  ab o u t th e  
P ro fe sso r© h ip  a t  A th en s9 bu t s a t  down a t  once 
& w ro te  to  a l l  th e  men X knew# Boa H i l l  &
Gov# Jenk ins answered w ith  k in d est w ishes it 
p rom ises, the o th ers d id  n ot answer a t  a l l#
X am however g lad  th a t someone e l s e  got i t  
fo r  the reaeon th a t I  do not th ink  anyone but 
a d is s e n te r  in  r e l ig io n ,  and a Georgia p o l i t ic ia n  
cou ld  m aintain  h im se lf th e r e , and not even w ith  
th e se  r e q u is i t e s  unl«3 he were a l i t t l e  o f  a 
. Demagogue#
- 'r • Davie i s  not w e l l ,  and X am urging  
him to  go away, but u n fortu n ately  money i s  
sca rce  A. he does not wish, to  lea v e  me -  am more 
anxious about J e ff#  You know how X fe  1 about 
him -  Do be in q u is i t iv e  w ith him & writ© the  
r e s u lt  to  me -  l t d  lo v e  to  ire# Jouuston k  the  
g i r l s  b e lie v e  me very s in cere ly *
Yours,
Varirui Davis**2
Sometime afterw ards Johnston rece iv ed  from D avis a l e t t e r ,  
the co n ten ts  o f  which in d ic a te  th a t the w r iter  was so r e ly  d is ­
tre ssed  by h is  son 1s fa i lu r e  to  measure up to  h is  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s *  
The t e x t  o f  the l e t t e r ,  excep t for th e  beginning p o r tio n , which 
i s  m issin g  from the m anuscript, appears below :
W ill you endeavor to  learn  from him what 
I s  to  be ex p ected , and I f  no good i s  to  r e ­
s u l t  from remaining a t  the I n s t itu te  p lease  
withdraw him a t  onoo, and send him here*
I t  may b th a t in some b usin ess house 
where there i s  enough o f  hard "!ork. for  the 
employment o f  an uneducated boy, he may be 
forced  to  lea rn  s'ocaotiding which w i l l  be u se­
f u l  to  :tin  h e r e a fte r . This la ,  my dear fr ie n d ,
Varlna Davis to a# A. Johnston, Aug. 13, 1074. (This l e t t e r  and 
two su cceed in g  ones by J e fferso n  Davis are quoted In f u l l  because 
they have not h ith e r to  been a v a i la b le  to the p u b l ic . )
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a sad c o n c lu s i on to  my hopos for  th e  on ly  ioon 
l e f t  to  me,**5 and X would, he had perm itted  
me to  drink o f  a lo s e  h i t t e r  oup*
I  In c lo se  a n ote  to  Gtml« Smith and two 
d r a f t s ,  th e  one fo r  balance due must o f course 
be tran sm itted  to  him, the other I f  doff*  i s  
not to  remain had b e tte r  be w ithheld  and what­
ever has become due sine© Ju ly  1 s t  be o therw ise  
provided f o r .
I do not know any c i v i l  en gin eer to  whom 
I  could send J e ff*  fo r  such work as you sug ©at, 
and the d is s ip a t io n  o f  a surveying: canp u su a lly  
exceeds th a t which under the worst circumstance®  
should be p o ss ib le  in  the camp a t  Lexington*  
jfor se v e r a l days i t  has been my in te n tio n  to  
w rite  to  you o f o ther m a tters , and e s p e c ia l ly  
to  ask about your p lans fo r  the Immediate future*
I  did not make such arrangements abroad 
as enabled me to  o f fe r  any th in g  to  you, but put 
in  tr a in  a m atter which promise® to  g iv e  us 
employment and ample reia-neration  i f  the suc­
c e s s  approaches the promise*
By the m iddle o f next month X should know 
the r e s u l t .
You :ava probably seen what J« P. Johnston  
would have o th ers to  b e l ie v e ,  h is  r e fu ta t io n  
o f  B. ; i l l f a a s s e r t io n  that X regarded him, 
as a gruut G enl. i l l  d id  not say so and you 
have the evidence th a t X did not think s o , in  
th a t  l e t t e r  to  James .JLelan. I t  l ig h t  g iv e  you 
the occasion  to  p u b lish  i t  i f  you th ink  i t  
w e ll  to do 00 . J o e . It* Davia wrote to  me to  
a d v ise  i t s  p u b lica tio n  and X informed him o f  ay 
correspondence * i t i i  you# With lo v e  to  Ktrs. 
Johnston and your ch ild ren  X am as ever tru ly  
yours
J e fferso n  Davis***
other so n , when a s m ll  c h i ld ,  was k i l le d  by a f a l l  from 
the second s t o r y ’o f  the C onfederate white Louse in  Richmond, 
in  1664•
Davis to  Xu L* Johnston* (The f i r s t  page o f th is  l e t t e r  i s  
m issin g; th e r e fo r e , the date I s  not in d ica ted . I t  v;as doubt­
le s s  w r itten  in  the ea r ly  part o f 1675.}
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In :4areh, 1875, the d isap poin ted  fa th er  wrote ' another  
l e t t e r  to  C olonel Jckvnston, which b r ie f  com ;un lcation  nv. at have 
fo llow ed  soon a f te r  tha  one quoted above* That the d e f ic ie n c y
o f h is  eon a s  a stu d en t was a heavy a d d itio n  to  the load o f
tr ib u la t io n s  which th e ex -P ro sld en t had carried  fo r  some yours 
i s  apparent from i t s  co n ten ts:
l)o me the Kindness to  withdraw J eff*  
fro® th e I n s t i tu t e  and ©end him to  Memphis*
Perhaps he may as you su g g est be aroused
to  some e f f o r t  in  a new walk and a t le a s t
in  a p o s it io n  where comparison I s  l e s s  e x a c t, 
spare me the pain which seems ever to  r e s t  
where ua i s .
P lea se  advance whatever may be necessary  
fo r  h is  expenses and draw on rae a t Memphis*
feitb love  to  each and a l l  o f  your fam­
i l y  I  am over
c o r d ia lly  yours 
J e fferso n  Davis^®
Although a g rea t part o f  Joh n ston 's thought and energy, 
during h is  re s id en ce  in  .Lexington, was devoted to  h is  c o l le g e  
d u tie s  and to  the w r it in g  o f  h is  fa th e r 's  biography, he found 
time to  respond l ib e r a l ly  to  req u ests  mode o f him by the com­
munity and to  do a l i t t l e  w r itin g  b es id es  the major work with  
which he was engaged. The c o l  nns of the lo c a l  press in d ic a te  
th a t as a p u b lic  speaker he was c a lle d  upon more freq u en tly  than
SR
D a v is  t o  v.  Pm J o h n sto n , march £L, 1875*
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any oth er c i t i z e n  o f  L exington and thut th e  demand® mad© upon 
hits in  t h i s  ca p a c ity  had a remarkable rang© o f  v a r ie ty , A c a t -  
a lo g  o f  h is  spanking engagem ents include© o cca s io n s  so w idely  
apart in  ch aracter as a r a ilr o a d  m eeting  a t  tho lo c a l  fair**® and 
a Commencement Day a t  the Augusta if ©male Seminary in  Staunton  
the range d o u b tless 'ex ceed ed  the fa r th e r !  l im it  w ith in  which he 
expected to  dem onstrate h la  v e r s a t i l i t y  as a speaker  whan he 
accepted under p r o te s t  an in v ita t io n  to  adkraas the Lynchburg 
A gricu ltu ra l S ocie ty *  Upon t h is  occasion  he excused , In high!;/ 
humorous fa sh io n , h is  inadequacy as an au th o rity  on s c i e n t i f i c  
or p r a c t ic a l  farm ing, and gave hia hearers an in sp ir in g  d iscou rse  
which hud no r e la t io n s h ip  to  s p e c i f i c  problems o f  a g r ic u ltu r e ,
The high . o in t  in h is  address was h is  tr ib u te  to' the thr a groat 
f ig u r e s  o f  the Confederacy whoa he had known most in tim ately*
The pause, e which fo llo w s  in d ic a te s  that as a re p r e se n ta tiv e  o f
the old  sch o o l o f  oratory he had con sid erab le  g i f t s  for  lo f t y
exp ression ;
There i s  a grander s ig h t  than the cunning
hand o f  a r t  can devls© , or the m a ter ia l u n i­
verse  r e f l e c t  Into our so u ls ;  i t  i s  a good ;an 
stan d in g  occur© in h is  in te g r ity  amid the 
wrack and ru in  o f h ie  w orldly hopes, calmly  
superior to  the a cc id en ts  o f  fa te#  I t  has been 
n\- s in g u la r  good fo r tu n e , fe llo w  c i t i z e n s ,  to  
dw ell in  the su n lig h t o f three such l iv e s ;  and 
in  the r e v e r e n t ia l  love and study o f  them, X 
found son© o f the s tro n g e st  safeguards in
G a z e tte , oct#  2 5 0 , IhOO*
®7toc O o ira g la n . h a ah i n g to n C o lle g e , h a y  *:9, 1 .69#
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a d v ersity *  One, i t  may n ot become m© to  
m ention, but i t  i s  a name f u l l  o f  sacred  
and tender r e g r e ts  w ith  a l l  who loved the  
L ost Cause, The eoond in  p o in t o f  time 
was the P resid en t o f  the Confederacy* a man 
who in  sp lendor o f t a le n t s ,  p er fec t  s in g le n e s s  
o f purpose, and the e n t ir e  d evotion  o f  h is  
p a tr io tism  has never been ex ce lled *  I saw 
him from a standpoint where the reserv e  o f  
o f f i c i a l  in terco u rse  was withdrawn, and can 
tr u ly  sa y , th a t  the nearer the approach, the  
grander seamed the s ta tu re  o f  th a t lo f t y  
s o u l .
And l a s t l y ,  my countrymen., my lab ors  
have bean for the p a st few ye. re under the 
d ir e c t io n  o f  the gVe^t lead er we a l l  so hon­
ored , we a l l  so deeply mourn* With r e v e r e n t ia l  
a f fe c t io n  I  have beheld the se r e n ity  w ith  which , 
he bore the le s s e r  and g rea ter  t r i a l s  o f  l i f e ,  
opposing to  each a magnanimity unsurpassed  
among men* When f i r s t  I  saw General Lea some 
f i f t e e n  years ago he was In f u l l  p ride o f  
mature manhood* Honors were c lu s te r in g  around 
a brow, wreath^d w ith  the la u r e ls  o f  Chapultepeo, 
and a. I  looked upon a form in  which d ig n ity  
and grace seemed to  b len d , X s a id , MI t  i s  thus 
th a t  Washington appeared to  man.” In the p er­
f e c t  p o ise  o f  h is  f ig u r e , the sweet y e t  meas­
ured a ccen t o f  h is  v o ic e ,  the commanding l ig h t  
o f h is  e y e , you could not f a i l  to  see  the man 
who ru led  h is  own s p i r i t ,  Chen X saw him 
a g a in , he stood  a g a in st  the gloomy background 
o f  war* D isa ste r  lowered and the rod l ig h t  
o f  b a t t le  played about him* I f  sadder, he 
seemed y e t grander* The mighty calm o f  a 
so u l su p erior to  the s t r i f e  i t  waged, breathed  
on a l l  around*
I  remember on th a t day a t Cold harbor 
when Grant cams w ith  repeat d a s s a u lt s  only  
to  r e c o i l  in  t e r r ib le  carnage and u tte r  dismay, 
th a t I  was w ith him some hours and bore from 
him Ricaoages to  the President* The s te a d in e ss  
o f  h is  sou l was unshaken by the great even ts  
going on; and as he confided  to  me h is  in te n ­
t io n s  and p la n s , the p e r fe c t  s im p lic ity  and
145
tr u th  o f  h is  c h a ra c te r  as a uan made me fo r g e t  
fo r  th e tim e th e  m ighty I n te r e s ts  he w ielded  
a s a general*
And now again  fo r  the p ast four ya /ra  1 
have lab ored  under the d ir e c t io n  o f  General 
Lee* C alled  to  Washington C ollage by a r e q u e s tt 
which from General Lee any Confederate would 
con sid er  a command I  have had an opportunity  
to  study th e  workings or th a t groat so u l under 
p ressu re o f  ir r e tr ie v a b le  calam ity* 1 have 
learned  from him the le s so n  th a t oo ; /on a c t io n s  
can acq u ire a grace and d ig n ity  In the do ing , 
when beaten by overwhelm ing.fo r c e f he la id  
down h is  arms, and sought refuge behind a w all 
o f  m ountains, he gathered  around him a c i r c le  
o f  lo v in g  h earts which eerv d aim f a i t h f u l ly  
in  l i f e  and ch er ish  h ia  memory in  death* th e  
maimed hands o f the s o ld ie r s  o f h is  renowned 
army consigned h is  duet to  a tomb beneath th a t  
chapel he had humbly d ed icated  to  God from the  
f i r a t  f r u i t s  o f the o f fe r in g s  o f  a g r a te fu l  
p eo p le , ©net which w i l l  rams la  aa a s im p le , y e t  
b e a u tifu l memorial o f  h is  g loby, hl& h u m ility , 
and h is  res ig n a tio n *
**e l a i d  him in  the  tomb and Ah I • !y C ountry­
men, what a r e f le c t io n  i t  i s  upon th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
o f  th e  la n d , t h a t  G enera l Lee d ie d  a d iafram ~  
rh lae fl man* But th e  shaokYes o f  human TCiw^can 
b in d  him no f u r t h e r ,  and tie s ta n d s  e n fra n c h ise d  
now in  th e  company o f  the J u s t . ”
C olonel J o h n s to n s  appearances cn the sp eak er 's  p latform  In­
cluded © I s g  an adorers before the B tate ed u cation a l A sso c ia tio n  
a t D tau n ton ;^  a lu otu rc before a Teachers* I n s t i tu t e  group in
7f)Lexington on "Teaching H istory in  nub ile ?johooleM5 o cca sio n a l 
speeches on the U n iv ers ity  Campus;*^ an address a t the county 
convention o f  the C onservative /a r ty , where, in  the absence o f
V irg in ia  Q aaotte, iov. 25 , 1670*
w * P . To nstorr,""’’ h is to ry s  Xto P lace  in  a L ib era l Education,**
*g ly  10 , 1B72.
G az e tte  and C i t iz e n , A^r* 23 , 1675.
Loxlm&Qtt" O azot1e, J ne 23 , IB73; Southern C o lleg ia n , Ju ly  3 , 167 o .
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the scheduled  sp eak er» ha occupied  alm ost thro a hour© w ith a d ie -  
course which "was a powerful and sweeping review  o f  co n d itio n s  
in  the country and cau ses lea d in g  to  thorn,* and where ho wan 
e le c te d  a d e le g a te  to  rep resen t Rockbridge County a t the Coagresu- 
s lo n a l C onvention;7*"' and a D ecoration  Day address in  the Lea 
Memorial ch a p e l, upon which occasion  he eu lo g ized  L ee, Jackson, 
and D avie. Speaking o f  Jackson, he s a id ,  ”1 remember soon a f te r  
he was k i l le d  2 sa id  to  General Less •General Lee, you have s u f ­
fered  a g rea t l o s s  in  the death o f  General Jackson*f lie  r e p lie d ,  
•An irrep a ra b le  l o s s .  2 do not a m  what X am to  do w ithout h im .*” 
In the course o f  h is  address Johnston complained th a t no s u ita b le  
memorial had been reared to  Jackson and expressed  ardent hope th a t  
one might soon a r i s e .
As a member o f  the e x ecu tiv e  committee o f  the Lee Memorial 
A sso c ia tio n , Johnston had a p art In fu r th er in g  the aims o f  the 
o rg a n iza tio n , one o f  which was provid ing fo r  the recumbent statu©  
o f L ee, a p ie c e  scu lp tu red  by $dv*ard V alen tine for  the c h a p e l.74 
Upon the com pletion o f  the work, General JubaX Early was in v ite d  
to  make the address a t the c e le b r a tio n  which fo llow ed* Colonel 
Johnston introduced him, and a comparison o f h is  ©peach w ith  th a t
Zf o a z e t te  and C it iz e n . Aug. 11, 187b. 
ŵ lbXd. .  Jone 4 , 1675.
Southern C o lle g ia n . Apr. 5 , 1873*
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o f  th e  m ain sp e ak e r  i n d ic a t e s  t h a t  from  th© s ta n d p o in t  o f  th e
demands o f  th© o c c a s io n , t h e i r  p o s i t io n s  sh o u ld  have been r e -  
75versed*
O u ts id e  o f  h i s  a d d re s s e s ,  Jo h n s to n  p e rm it te d  l i t t l e  e l s e  in  
th e  way o f  co m p o sitio n  to  occupy tim e w hich he needed fo r  th e  
b iography*  D uring th e  y e a rs  t h a t  he was w orking  on i t ,  he pub** 
d ish ed  o n ly  one Item  which can  be co n s id e re d  a s  an e f f o r t  a t  
l i t e r a t u r e *  T h is  was a  b r i e f  e s s a y ,  "The O rig in  o f  M yth ,” 
c o n ta in in g  an abundance o f  l o f t y  p h ra se o lo g y , b u t n o ta b ly  la c k in g  
in  a p p e a l .7^ Mora i n t e r e s t i n g ,  i f  l e s s  l i t e r a r y ,  were two a r t ­
ic le d  o f  a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  n a tu r e ,  w hich r e v e a l  t h a t  he had some 
a b i l i t y  aa a  d i s p u ta n t ,  a s  w e ll  a s  a d i s p o s i t io n  which responded  
h e a r t i l y  when th e  o cc a s io n  seemed to  demand i t*  Th© f i r s t  o f  
th e s e  was a r e p ly  to  an a r t i c l e  p u b lish ed  in  a  church  p e r io d ic a l  
by P ro fe s s o r  W illiam son , who ho ld  a  c h a ir  i n  th e  V irg in ia  M il i ta ry  
I n s t i t u t e *  W illiam son , who, l i k e  Jo h n s to n , was a member o f  th e  
E p isco p a l Church in  L ex in g to n , a t ta c k e d  th e  good f a i t h  o f  ?vaeh~ 
in g to n  and Lee U n iv e r s i ty  on th e  .grounds t h a t  i t  was dom inated 
by P re sb y te r ia n s*  In  h is  re p i;  , Jo h n sto n  p o in te d  o u t th e  f a c t  
th a t  i f  th e  same m easure were a p p l ie d  to  th e  I n s t i t u t e ,  a s t a t e  
c o l le g e ,  th e n  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  was s t ro n g ly  s e c t a r i a n . I n  c h a r a c te r ,  
s in c e  a m a jo r i ty  o f  i t s  board  and f i v e r s i x t h s  o f  i t s  p ro fe s s o r s  
were E p isc o p a lian s*  Hia m ost t e l l i n g  blow was p erh ap s h is  ob~
Z?Oa e t t e  and C j t i z M ,  A pr. 83 , 1075.
f t 7 o M s t o S 7 IBie o r ig in  o f  Myth* 1072
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s a rv a t io n  t h a t  a l th o u g h  P ro fe s s o r  W illiam son  had I n s i s t e d  upon 
th© r e s ig n a t io n  o f  th© Hoard o f  Trust©©© a t  W ashington and L©e» 
in  o rd e r  t o  d im in ish  a p reponderance  o f  on© s e c t ,  th© ©am© ©ours© 
o f  n o t io n  had n o t su g g e s te d  i t s e l f  a s  a remedy in  hi® own o a s e # ^  
In  th e  o th e r  a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  s e v e r a l  y e a rs  l a t e r ,  Jo h n s to n  
ex p lo d es on© o f  th e  s t o r i e s  o f  am azing prow ess d u r in g  th e  O iv il  
war* M ajor S agony i, a H ungarian , who m s  eo m ender o f  Frem ont*s 
b ody-guard , g a in ed  c r e d i t  f o r  th© p ro d ig io u s  prow ess o f  h i s  
command from  h i s  r e p o r t  o f  a  charge  in  which he s t a t e s  he le d  
ISO o f  h la  men a g a in s t  SHOO C on fed era tes*  He a s s a r t s  t h a t  he 
o rd e red  h is  men to  ch a rg e  w ith  s s b r e a ,  and t h a t  th e y  ro u te d  and 
s la u g h te re d  th© s u p e r io r  fore© in  a f e a r f u l  manner* Th© a l le g e d  
e x p lo i t  m s  f a n t a s t i c ,  y e t  wa® w id e ly  b e liev ed *  A ccording to  
Jo h n s to n , th© f a c t s  in  th e  oas© were much d i f f e r e n t  from  th o se  
r e l a t e d  by th e  h e ro ; and C o lonel Jo h n s to n  co n c lu d es w i t t i l y ,  w ith  
th© fo llo w in g  p arag rap h s
I f  h i s  s t o r y ,  o r  s im i la r  m i l i t a r y  r e p o r t s  had 
been t r u e ,  i t  was th e  w ild e s t  ex trav ag an ce  on th© 
p a r t  o f  th© U n ited  s t a t e s  to  keep 00 ,000 o r  80 ,000 
nen on fo o t In  M is so u ri, a s  was th e  cos© a t  t h i s  
t im e . Fremont*© body-guard  shou ld  have been 
in c re a s e d  to  B,000 o r  3 ,0 0 0  and p e rm itte d  to  
’’charge  w ith  s& bres" w herever th e  C o n fed e ra te s  
co u ld  be found in  " l in e  o f  battle*** In s te a d  o f  
t h i s ,  an u n g ra te fu l  R ep u b lic , w h ile  i t  embalmed 
th e s e  h ero es In  i t s  h i s to r y ,  somewhat contum- 
e l lo u s ly  d isc h a rg e d  them from i t s  s e r v ic e . 7b
f l e x i n g t o n  G a z e tte . Oct* 17 , 1873,
/o h n s to n , "Zagonyi *s Charge w ith  F rem ont1® Body-G uard-- 
a  P ic tu re s q u e  F o l - d e - r o l , "  in  S o u th ern  H is to r ic a l  B o o le ty  Baper 
V ol. I l l ,  A pr. 1877, p p . 195-190.
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In  th e  y e a r  which fo llo w ed  th e  one in  w hich t h i s  b r i e f  a r 't -  
i e l e  a p p e a re d , Jo h n s to n fs  b io g rap h y  o f  h is  f a th e r  was p u b lish ed *  
C o n sid e rin g  th e  p ro p o r t io n s  o f  th e  w ork, th e  immense la b o r  in ­
v o lv ed , and th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  under which i t  was w r i tte n *  i t  was 
a rem ark ab le  achievem ent* The s a c r i f i c e s  e n t a i l e d  by i t s  aocoa^- 
lish m en t l e f t  th e  a u th o r  poor and in  debt*  B efore i t s  p u b l ic a t io n  
he tu rn e d  h i s  eyes more th a n  once tow ards p o s i t io n s  in  d i s t a n t  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  w ith o u t f a v o ra b le  r e s u l t s .  In  th e  summer o f  1874 he 
a p p a re n tly  had some hope o f  b e in g  s e le c te d  a s  C h a n ce llo r  o f  th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  G e o rg ia ; 79 and in  1877* a form er c o lle a g u e  o f  h is  
a t  W ashington and Lee* P ro fe s s o r  IS. S . Joynes* who was th e n  a t  
V a n d e rb ilt U n iv e rs ity ^  recommended him fo r  a p la c e  a s  p ro fe s s o r  o f  
l i t e r a t u r e  in  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  M is so u r i. 66
The s p r in g  o f  1880 found Jo h n sto n  engaged w ith  a number o f
in te r e s t s *  b u t lo n g in g  fo r  employment which would en ab le  him to
l iv e  w ith  h i s  fam ily  in  independence . He gave some e f f o r t  to
the  p r a c t i c e  o f  law , so u g h t to  s t im u la te  th e  la g g in g  s a le s  o f  h is
book,6 ** and a c t iv e ly  prom oted th e  cand idacy  o f  Judge F ie ld  fo r  th e
62D em ocratic nom ina tion  f o r  P re s id e n t*  By t h i s  t im e , s e v e r a l  o f  
h is  c h i ld re n  had a r r iv e d  a t  m a tu r i ty ;  one d au g h ter was m arried*  nd 
a n o th e r , Hosa* was abou t to  be; h is  son* A lbert*  who "would n o t
o^Kirby Sm ith to  W* P* Jo h n s to n , June 12* 1874*
3* Joynes to  W. P* Johnston* J u ly  1* 1877*
‘S*. P* Jo h n sto n  to  D av is , Apr* 14, 1680, in  Rowland, J e f f e r s o n  
Davis* V ol. V II I ,  p* 451*
&% b ld «; L ex ing ton  G aze tte  and C i t i z e n * Apr. 20* 1880.
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s tu d y ,*  was employed in  H a r r is b u rg , P en n sy lv a n ia , m  a  c l e r k  in  
th e  i r o n  b u s in e s s ;  and Jo h n s to n 1a s l a t e r ,  H e n r ie t ta ,  was con* 
d u c tin g  a  sc h o o l in  L o u is v i l le * 8S
The coming o f  autumn marked th e  b eg in n in g  o f  a new epoch in  
Jo h n s to n 1s  l i f e *  th e n c e fo r th  u n t i l  h is  d e a th  he was to  se rv e  
c o n tin u o u s ly  in  th e  c a p a c i ty  o f  u n iv e r s i ty  p r e s id e n t ,  head ing  
s u c c e s s iv e ly  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  In  B aton Rouge and 
Tulene U n iv e r s i ty  in  Hew O rleans*  Hi© d e p a r tu re  f o r  L o u is ian a  
d id  n o t ,  how ever, s e v e r  him co m p le te ly  from L exington* Ho r e ­
tu rn ed  o f te n  f o r  ex tended  v i s i t s ;  and i t  was th e re  t h a t  he died* 
S ince th e  b io g rap h y  o f  h i s  f a th e r  i s  h i s  most im p o rta n t book, i t  
i s  p ro p e r  a t  t h i s  p o in t  to  s e t  f o r th  the  c irc u m sta n ce s  connected  
w ith  th e  w r i t in g  and p u b l ic a t io n  o f  i t  and to  examine th e  work 
I t s e l f *  The two c h a p te r s  which fo llo w  a r e  devo ted  to  The L ife  
o f  G en era l A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n s to n *
p .  Jo h n s to n  to  D av is , Apr* 14, 1880, in  Rowland, J e f f e r s o n  
D avis* V ol. V I I I ,  p . 452*
WRITING THE BIOORAiBT
a J ’
E a r ly  In  1878 C o lonel Johnston , re a c h e d  th e  d e c is io n  th a t
A
he would n ev e r  be ab le  to  com plete h i s  b io g rap h y  o f  h i s  f a th e r  
u n le s s  he were r e l i e v e d  o f  h i s  d u t ie s  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  f o r  a t  
l e a s t  a l im i te d  p e r io d *1 T h e re fo re , in  s p i t e  o f th e  f a c t  t h a t  
h i s  r e s o u rc e s  were sm a ll and h i s  fam ily  was la r g e ,  he a p p lie d  
to  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  a le av e  o f  absence* which was 
to  ru n  th ro u g h  one se ss io n *  H is  a p p l ic a t io n  d a te d  F eb ru ary  1 9 , 
1872, i s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  l e t t e r  to  G eneral O u s tls  
Lee s
Gen* G* w* C. Lee
P re s id e n t—
My B ear G e n e r a l -
A f te r  much th o u g h t and h e s i t a t i o n  
I  f e e l  com pelled  to  la y  b e fo re  you th e  fo llo w in g  
s ta te m e n t and re q u e s t*
When I  acce p ted  a c h a ir  in  t h i s  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n ,  I  was g r e a t ly  moved th e r e to  by  th e  hope 
t h a t  i t  would en a b le  me to  w rite  a memoir o f  my 
f a th e r*  I  re g a rd e d  t h i s  a s  a d u ty  incum bent on 
m e| and b e l ie v e d  th a t  In  th e  i n t e r v a l s  o f  
c o l l e g i a t e  w ork, I  cou ld  p ro se c u te  t h i s  ta sk *
Such, how ever, h as  n o t been  th e  c a s e ;  and 1 f in d  
t h a t  f iv e  y e a rs  a f t e r  my appo in tm ent h e r e ,  and 
te n  y e a rs  a f t e r  my f a t h e r ’ s d e a th , my work h as 
n o t been  begun*
W ithout e n te r in g  upon the  cau ses  th a t  
have p rev en ted  me X am fo rc e d  a f t e r  due d e l ib e r a ­
t io n  to  say  th a t  th ey  a re  such as  must alw ays 
h in d e r  my c a r ry in g  fo rw ard  th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f 
th e  memoir, and a t  th e  same tim e p ro p e r ly  p e r ­
form ing my d u t ie s  In  th e  U n iv e rs ity *
The f r a i l  te n u re  o f  human l i f e , — th e  
g ra d u a l d isa p p e a ra n ce  o f  the  w itn e s s e s  to  th e  
f a c t s  on which t h i s  memoir must r e s t , — -and the  
a tte m p ts  th a t  have been  made to  p u t on re c o rd  
s ta te m e n ts  d is p a ra g in g  to  my f a th e r  and a :  
v a r ia n c e  w ith  h i s t o r i c a l  t r u t h ,  im press me w ith  
th e  c o n v ic tio n  th a t  my work ought to  be done a t  
once* The v e ry  obvious and s e r io u s  em barrassm ent
^M inutes o f  th e  f a c u l ty ,  W ashington and Lee U n iv e r s i ty ,  Feb . 
£O, 1872.
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and In co n v en ien ces t h a t  m ast r e s u l t  from a 
b re a k  in  my co u rse  o f  in s t r u c t io n  h e re  have 
d e la y e d  me f o r  a long  tim e in  th e  hope o f 
f in d in g  some way to  r e c o n c i le  a c o n f l i c t  o f  
d u tie s *  T h is  I  have been un ab le  to  do*
The o n ly  th in g  l e f t  me i s  to  a sk  a leav e  o f 
absence fo r  th e  n ex t s e s s io n ,  in  which tim e 
I  hope to  com plete my ta s k ;  o f  co u rse  I  do 
n o t d e s i r e  com pensation  w h ile  n o t on duty*
P le a s e ,  do me th e  f a v o r ,  G en e ra l, 
t o  la y  t h i s  r e q u e s t  b e fo re  th e  F a c u lty  fo r  
c o n s id e r a t io n ,  so th a t  I may le a r n  a t  t h e i r  
e a r l i e s t  convenience what recom m endation, 
th e y  may f in d  p ro p e r  to  make to  th e  Board o f  
T ru s te e s*
As I  am n o t unaware o f  th e  d l f f i -  
o u l t l e s ,  I  have o n ly  to  beg th e  F a c u lty  w i l l  
n o t weigh my p e rs o n a l w ishes in  making t h i s  
r e q u e s t  a g a in s t  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  U n iv er­
s i t y ;  b u t  w i l l  f ra n k ly  Inform  me i f  th e y  
th in k  th e  com plete su rre n d e r  o f  my c h a i r  a 
l e s s  e v i l  th an  th e  tem porary  absence proposed*
Such a d e c la r a t io n  on t h e i r  p a r t  w i l l  n o t in  
any w ise  d im in ish  my zea l f o r  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  
o r  my f r ie n d s h ip  fo r  my co lle a g u es*
With g r e a t  r e s p e c t ,  I  have th e  honor 
to  rem a in , G en e ra l,
Your O bedient s e rv a n t and f r i e n d ,- m
Wm* P re s to n  Jo h n sto n ,
P ro fe s s o r  o f  H is to ry  and 
P o l i t i c a l  Economy**
A t th e  m eeting  o f  th e  f a c u l ty  which o cc u rred  on th e  day 
fo llo w in g  th e  one on which t h i s  l e t t e r  was w r i t t e n  Joh n sto n * s 
c o lle a g u e s  ex p re ssed  th em selv es a s  b e in g  unanim ously  and f u l l y  
in  sympathy w ith  th e  w r i t e r ’ s r e q u e s t  and w ent on r e c o rd  as 
recommending th e  g ra n tin g  o f  i t  by  th e  b o ard  o f  t r u s te e s *
They a ls o  ap p o in ted  P ro fe s s o rs  K irk p a tr ic k  and Joynes members 
o f  a com m ittee to  su g g e s t to  th e  b o a rd  arrangem en ts f o r  c a r ry in g  
on th e  work o f P ro fe s s o r  Jo h n s to n ’ s departm en t d u rin g  th e  p e r io d
2ibid.
of his absence from duty#3
L a te r  whan th e  f a c u l ty  mat in  r e g u la r  s e s s io n  a g a in , th e  
a c t io n  o f  th e  m eeting  was s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  su g g e s tio n  o f  
how genu ine th e  sym pathy o f  Johns t e n 1 a c o lle a g u e s  was fo r  him 
and h ia  d e s ig n ed  work* The f a c u l ty  n o t o n ly  re p e a te d  t h e i r  
Indorsem ent o f  th e  r e q u e s te d  le av e  o f  a b sen ce , b u t  recommended 
f u r th e r  t h a t  t h e i r  c o lle a g u e  d u rin g  th e  p e r io d  o f  fchla le av e  
shou ld  be  a llo w ed  to  r e t a i n  th e  p e rs o n a l d i r e c t io n  o f  h ia  
c l a s s e s ,  and sh o u ld  r e c e iv e  h i s  r e g u la r  Incom e, from  which 
amount he was to  pay an a s s i s t a n t ,  whom he h im s e lf  sh o u ld  have 
th e  a u th o r i t y  t o  n o m in a te , and whose com pensation  he sh o u ld  be 
a llo w ed  to  f i x *4
In  th e  i n t e r v a l  betw een the  two f a c u l ty  m eetin g s th e  a r ­
rangem ents had e v id e n t ly  been d is c u s s e d  by Jo h n sto n  and h i s  
c o l le a g u e s ,  f o r  th e  f a c u l ty  n o te s  in  i t s  recom m endations th a t  
"Col* Jo h n sto n  p ro p o ses  t o  nom inate Mr* E* B# K ru tta c h ix itt  a s  
h la  a a s i s t a n t^ ^ T h e  l a t t e r  was a young g ra d u a te  o f  W ashington 
and Lee U n lv e rs ity ,^ a n d  was a f te rw a rd s  to  ach iev e  a b r i l l i a n t  
c a re e r  in  law and p o l i t i c s  in  New O rle a n s , and th rough  h i s  i n ­
flu en c e  was a b le  to  re n d e r  v a lu a b le  a s s is ta n c e  to  h i s  form er 
p ro fe s s o r  a t  b o th  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  and a t  Tulane 
U n iv e r s i ty  d u r in g  th e  tim e t h a t  C o lonel Johnston  was p r e s id e n t  
o f  each* The recom m endations o f  th e  f a c u l ty  were approved in
b id * ,  Feb* S I ,  1972. 
 ♦ , A p r i l  2 5 , 1872*




f u l l  b y  th e  B oard o f  T ru s tee *  a t  t h e i r  n ex t m eeting*
W ith t h i s  g ra c io u s  co n c ess io n  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  Unlver«- 
a i t y  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  C o lo n el Jo h n sto n  was In  a measure f re e  to  
p ro se c u te  h i s  la b o r  o f  love  and d u ty # th e  b io g rap h y  o f  h i s  
f a th e r*  G en era l A lb e r t  S idney  Johnston*  T his freedom  was* 
how ever, f a r  f r o .  a com plete one, and h ie  d i f f i c u l t i e s  were 
m anifo ld*  , The r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a la rg e  fam ily*  s t r a i t e n e d  
f in a n c ia l^ c irc u m s ta n c e s  r e s u l t i n g  In  deb t*  th e  c la im s o f  th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  and the  community upon h i s  time* th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
o f  s e c u r in g  com petent te s tim o n y  upon b i t t e r l y  c o n t r o v e r s ia l  
mattexs, th e  an tagon ism  o f  in d iv id u a ls  whose m i l i t a r y  rep ­
u ta t io n s  were a f f e c te d  by  h i s  p o in t  o f  view w ith  r e fe re n c e  
to  h i s  f a th e r* s  c a re e r  in  th e  C o n fed era te  army* and a d i s s a t i s ­
f a c t io n  w ith  h i s  p u b lis h e rs*  tre a tm e n t o f  him* were t r i a l s  
s u f f e re d  by the  a u th o r  in  th e  ta s k  o f  p la c in g  G eneral Jo h n s to n fs 
ease  b e fo re  th e  p u b lic *  T his work when com plete r e p re s e n te d  
n o t th e  la b o r  o f  a s in g le  year*  b u t o f  s ix ;  and th e  p u b lis h e d  
volume r a n  to  more th a n  seven hundred la rg e  pages o f  c lo s e ly
Q
docum ented m a te r ia l*
The f a c u l ty  m inu tes o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  r e v e a l  t h a t  P ro fe s s o r  
Johnston  a t te n d e d  th e  m eetings o f th e  f a c u l ty  w ith  some r e g u l a r i t y  
th ro u g h o u t the  sp r in g  o f  1872 and a ls o  d u rin g  th e  f a l l  months o f  
th e  new s e s s io n  u n t i l  th e  m eeting  o f  December 10* 1872,^ a f t e r
^M inutes* Board o f  T ru s tee s*  W ashington and Lee U n iv e rs ity *  
o A p ril 25* 1872.
rW* P# Jo h n sto n  A lb e r t  S idney Jo h n s to n «
^ F a c u lty  M inutes* W* and t*  Unlv** December 10* 1872*
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w hich he a t te n d e d  no more m ee tin g s u n t i l  A p r i l  2 2 , 1873, upon 
w hich o c c a s io n  th e  o le rlc  r e c o rd s  t h a t  ^P rof#  Jo h n sto n  ap p eared  
a t  th® Beating." 10Ha .resum ed r e g u la r  a t te n d a n c e  a t  th e  June 
f a c u l ty  m e e tin g #11
A t th e  m eeting  o f  th e  Board o f  T ru s te e s  on J u ly  5 , 1873., 
th e  members v o ted  t h a t  a lo an  he a u th o r is e d  to  C o lonel Jo h n sto n  
o f  o e r t a ln  money c o l le c te d  by  h im , th e  amount t o  he sco u red  by 
a m ortgage on h i s  *011fto n *  p r o p e r ty ,  p ro v id ed  th e  b u i ld in g s  
were in s u re d  and k e p t In su re d  f o r  th e  sum o f  a t  l e a s t  fBOOO#18 
A p p a re n tly  th e  o f f e r  was n o t a c ce p ted  a t  th e  t im e , b u t  th e  
eo u n ty  r e c o rd s  r e v e a l  t h a t  th e  p ro p e r ty  was m ortgaged to  th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  in  1 8 7 6 , th a t  an a d d i t io n a l  sum was borrow ed on i t  
In  1879 ,14and t h a t  i t  was s o ld  to  s a t i s f y  th e  d e b ts  a g a in s t  i t  
on O ctober 1 ,  IB S B ^^ab o u t th re e  y e a rs  a f t e r  Jo h n sto n  had  moved 
to  L o u is ian a#
On June 2 8 , 1874, C olonel Jo h n sto n  re s ig n e d  h i s  p o s i t io n  on 
th e  f a c u l t y ,  w r i t in g  l e t t e r s  on t h i s  d a te  to  b o th  G enera l 0* w« 
C# L ee , th e  P r e s id e n t ,  and to  Dr# L eyburn , th e  R eo to r o f  th e  
U n iv e rs ity #  I n  h i s  l e t t e r  to  G enera l Lee he w ro te t
I n  ta k in g  t h i s  a o t lo n ,  which h as  been h e re *  
to f o re  f u l l y  d is c u s s e d  w ith  you , X f e e l  a r e g r e t  
t h a t  I  h a rd ly  c a re  t o  p u t I n  words# I  beg leav e  
to  r e tu r n  th a n k s  to  you f o r  your I n v a r ia b le  kind*
A p r i l  2 2 , 1873,
. 2 E ® ! *  June 2 3 , 1873 to  June 2 2 , 1874.
l^W ln u tea , Board o f  Trusts® ® , w. and L . s tn ly .,  J u ly  5 , 1873. 
IfKooEBrTdge C ounty, V a ., Dead Book VV. 36 3 .
I b i d . « RR 57 4 . 
l a f m . ,  TV. 3 9 5 .
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n e ss  to  me, end th rough  you to  my c o lle a g u e s  
f o r  a tho u san d  g ra c io u s  a c ts *  m ark ltg  an 
In te r c o u r s e  o f  n e a r ly  e ig h t  y e a r s f m arred  by  
no u n p le a s a n t r e c o l le c t io n s *  For you a l l  
p e r s o n a l ly  and fo r  our U n iv e r s i ty  X s h a l l  
e v e r  c h e r is h  th e  warm est friendsh ip**®
Jo h n s to n 1s l e t t e r  to  Dr* Leyburn was s im i la r  in  tone*
He s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  r e s ig n a t io n  was "due in  no manner to  want
o f  co n fid e n ce  In  th e  B oard o f  T ru s te e s ,  o f  acco rd  and sympathy
w ith  my c o l le a g u e s ,  o r  o f  I n t e r e s t  in  our noble i n s t i t u t i o n **3-*7
The b r i e f  n o ta t io n  whloh P re s id e n t  L ee .w ro te  upon t h i s  l e t t e r
o f  r e s ig n a t io n  b e fo re  g iv in g  i t  t o  th e  Board r e a d ,  "G olonel
Jo h n sto n  h as  been  c o n s id e r in g  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  h i s  r e e lg n a t io n
fo r  some tim e and h as  come to  th e  co n c lu s io n  th a t  he must
le a v e  us* 1 am o b lig e d  th e r e fo r e  to  approve t h i s  p a p e r ;  b u t
do so  w ith  g r e a t  r e g r e t • * 3-®The Board a c c e p te d  th e  r e s ig n a t io n
w ith  e x p re s s io n s  o f  r e g r e t  and o f  a d m ira tio n  f o r  Johnston* a
p e rso n a l c h a r a c te r  and em inent a b i l i t i e s |  and th e  body e x p re s se d
an a s s u re d  co n fid en ce  t h a t  "he w i l l  co n tin u e  to  adorn  any
p o s i t io n  in  th e  D epartm ent o f  L i te r a tu r e  o r In  any o th e r  sp h ere
o f  l i f e  which he may be d lep o sed  to  occupy#"3*®
Two days a f t e r  h i s  r e s ig n a t io n  C o lonel Jo h nston  ad d re sse d
a l e t t e r  to  the  e d i to r s  o f  th e  s tu d e n t p u b l ic a t io n ,  who had re *
q u e s te d  from  him a s ta te m e n t co n cern !n g  h i s  view s on th e  fu tu re
o f  th e  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  in  whloh com m unication he r e - i t e r a t e d  th e
^ m in u te s *  B oard o f  T ru s te e s ,  W# and L* U niv*, June 8 7 , 1874#
1W , !p* Johnston to  A# L eyburn , June 2 8 , 1874#
l Pjalnutes,  Board o f T rustees, w# and L# TJnlv*, June 23, 1874#
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e x p re s s io n s  g iv en  to  P re s id e n t  Lee and th e  Board co n cern in g  h i s  
r e s ig n a t io n ,  spoke o f  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  fa c in g  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
’because o f  d im in ish e d  s tu d e n t  e n ro llm e n t and i n s u f f i c i e n t  rev-.
g>0
e r n e s ,  b u t e x p re s se d  f u l l  co n fid en ce  in  i t s  fu tu re *
H is co n n e c tio n  w ith  W ashington and Lee U n iv e r s i ty  d id  n o t
en d , how ever, w ith  h i s  r e s ig n a t io n ,  f o r  a lth o u g h  th e  c a ta lo g
o f th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  1875 in d ic a te s  th e  K entucky P ro fe s s o rs h ip
o f  H is to ry  and P o l i t i c a l  Economy as  b e in g  v ac an t fo r  th a t  se ss io n ,®
th e  m inu tes o f  th e  e x e c u tiv e  com m ittee o f  th e  Board o f  T ru s te e s
f o r  JU ly , 1874 ,s t a t e  t h a t  Jo h n sto n  was in v i t e d  to  d e l iv e r  l e c tu r e s
on h i s t o r y  and l i t e r a t u r e  d u r in g  th e  s e s s io n  o f  1874-5 i t  h i s  
22c o n v e n ie n c e * A t  th e  end o f th a t  s e s s io n  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  c o n fe rre d  
th e  h o n o ra ry  degree  o f  D octor o f  Laws upon him and upon th e  
H onorable C h a rle s  0 #Conor o f  New York,®®who had se rv ed  a s  co u n se l 
f o r  J e f f e r s o n  D avis d u rin g  th e  p ro ced u re  Which cu lm in a ted  in  D a v is r 
r e le a s e  from  p r is o n *  From 1876 to  1880 Jo h n sto n  was a member 
o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  Law School f a c u l ty ,  h i s  name ap p e a rin g  in  th e  
c a ta lo g s  as P ro fe s s o r  o f H is to ry  and th e  S cience o f Law* 24H ow ever, 
such  Income a s  he re c e iv e d  fo r  h i s  s e rv ic e s  in  t h i s  departm en t 
were f a r  from ad eq u ate  f o r  th e  needs o f  h im s e lf  end fam ily*  The 
a n x ie t i e s  co n n ected  w ith  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  h i s  book and th e  
w e lfa re  o f  h i s  fam ily  w eighed h e a v i ly  upon him* Soon a f t e r  th e
??3 o u th e rn  C o lle g ia n  V ol. V Ij June 2 7 . 1674. 
gl r *YaTog : ff. i m f i ;  U n iv .,  1875.
" M in u te s  o f  th e  E x ecu tiv e  Com m ittee, Board o f  T ru s te e s ,  W* and L* 
0J in iv * ,  Septem ber 18 , 1874*
^ M in u te s ,  B oard o f  T ru s te e s ,  W. and L* U n iv .,  June 2 2 , 1875* 
^ C a t a l o g s ,  W* and L* U niv* , 1876***80*
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m a rriag e  o f  one o f  th e  Jo h n sto n  d a u g h te rs  In  th e  l e t t e r  p a r t  
o f  1877* M rs. Jo h n s to n  w rote to  h e r  h u sband1a s i s t e r  in  L o u is­
v i l l e *  "D uring  th e  p r e p a ra t io n s  W ill looked  w o rried  th a t  he 
oou ld  do so  l i t t l e  f o r  her*1; and in  th e  same l e t t e r ,  " • • • • w i l l  
I s  d o in g  f i n a l  work upon h ie  book and in  a few days w i l l  com­
p le te  l t «  X c a n ' t  t e l l  you how th a n k fu l I  am, fo r  I t  h a s  been 
a  t e r r i b l e  s t r a i n  on h ie  nervous system  and I  am su re  he w il l  
be b e t t e r  when i t  i s  f in is h e d *  He w i l l  le a v e  fo r  New York as  
soon a s  he h as  g o t te n  th ro u g h  w ith  i t *  and X have w r i t te n  to  
H a tty  t o  have a p la o e  fo r  him a t  h e r  house w h ile  he i s  there*  
••••S h e  sen d s an u rg e n t i n v i t a t i o n  fo r  me to  oome to o  and make 
h e r  a l i t t l e  v i s i t *  She l i t t l e  u n d e rs ta n d s  the  Jo h n sto n  
f in a n c e s  o r  she would n o t dream o f  such a th in g * ;  and again*
"God b le s s  you* I  w ish  you oou ld  be w ith  us* We a re  a l l  i n  
tro u b le *  b u t you a re  a lone*  and X o f te n  wonder how you s ta n d  
i t *  I  ©an do v e ry  l i t t l e  to  h e lp  W ill*  b u t he knows tw en ty  tim es 
a day how s o r ry  X am fo r  h i s  p e r p l e x i t i e s  and th a t  i s  a com fort 
to  h im .* 25
C o lonel Jo h n sto n  sough t to  r e l i e v e  h i s  f i n a n c ia l  p e r p l e x i t i e s  
by  a number o f  e x p e d ie n ts s  f o r  a c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  $10*000 he 
so ld  to  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  Government h i s  o f f l e l a l  papers*  r e ­
l a t i n g  to  h i s  C o n fed era te  s e r v i c e ; 26he was ap p o in ted  an ag e n t o f  
th e  U n iv e r s i ty  '‘f o r  p a tro n ag e  and endowment w ith  a com pensation
26"Rosa Jo h n sto n  to  H e n r ie t ta  Johnston* Nov# 1* 1877* 
eeW* 7* W a lth a ll  t o  J e f f e r s o n  Davis* Deo* 3* 1878, in  Howland* 
J e f f e r s o n  P a v la , Vol* VXIX, p .  298 ,
o f  |7 5 * 0 0  a month# to  bo c r e d i t e d  on tho  d e b t duo by  him  to  
tho  U n iv e r s i ty — f o r  tho  fo rm e r; and a  com mission o f  15$ fo r  
tho  l a t t o r  s e r v ic e wf 7and ho resum ed tho  p r a c t i c e  o f  law*®® 
T hat a l l  o f  thoao# added to  w hatever r o y a l t i e s  ho may have 
re c e iv e d  a f t e r  1878 from  h la  book# wore i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  can  bo 
po roo lvod  from  a p a rag rap h  o f  a l e t t e r  w r i t te n  in  A p ril#  X88G> 
to  J e f f e r s o n  D avie by Johneton# who was th e n  In  W ashington on 
l e g a l  b u s in e s s ;
I  long  f o r  tho  tim e when I  can f in d  some 
(any) h o n o rab le  employment whloh w i l l  en ab le  me 
to  l iv e  w ith  my fa m ily  in  independence* My l i f e  
h a s  boon a lo n g  up h i l l  s tru g g le #  w ith o u t fame 
o r  e a se  o r  rew ard# and I  ex p e c t i t  to  o o n tln u o  
so  u n t i l  I  f a l l  i n  tho h a rn ess*  1 th an k  God I  
have no v e ry  s p e c ia l  g r ie v a n c e s ,  a t  l e a s t  from 
f r ie n d s #  and any h a rd  l i c k s  X g e t  from “ th e  
enemy11 X do n o t coun t
Throughout th e  p e r io d  t h a t  Jo h n sto n  was w orking on th e  
b io g rap h y  he conducted  a more o r lo s e  r e g u la r  co rrespondence  
w ith  D a v is ; and In  h i s  l e t t e r s  to  h i s  fo rm er c h ie f  he k ep t 
him in fo rm ed  ab o u t th e  p ro g re s s  o f  h i s  work# to u ch in g  upon 
th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and im pedim ents which h in d e re d  h i s  p ro g re s s  
and a p o lo g is in g  fo r  th e  long  d e lay ed  com ple tion  o f  th e  book* 
Such an in tim a c y  was n a tu ra l#  n o t on ly  because o f  C olonel 
Jo h n s to n 1a form er s e rv ic e  ae  a member o f  P re s id e n t  D av is1 
s ta f f #  b u t  because  o f  th e  c lo s e  and l i f e - l o n g  f r ie n d s h ip  
and com radeship  which had e x i s te d  betw een D avis and A lb e r t
f jfo ln u te a * Board o f  T ru s te e s#  w« and t*  U n iv .,  Oct* 2 5 , 1879*
Jo h n sto n  to  D avis# Apr* 14# 1880# in  Rowland# J e f f e r s o n  
2 p a v i s .  V o l. V III#  p .  3 5 2 . “
S idney  Jo h nston#  The d i f f i c u l t i e s  whloh had  b e s e t  G enera l
Jo h n sto n  d u r in g  h i s  oampalgn in  th e  w est* and th e  c r i t i c i s m s
which a t  tim es  f e l l  th ic k  upon him* were In  a la rg e  m easure
sh a red  by th e  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  C onfederacy* who championed
th e  a b i l i t y  and th e  r e p u ta t io n  o f  h ie  g e n e ra l  b e fo re  and a f t e r
h i s  d ea th *  C o lo n el Johnston*a v iew p o in t was* th e re fo re *  th e
e x ~ P re s ld e n t* s  v ie w p o in t;  and a v in d ic a t io n  o f  G enera l John*
s to n  o p e ra te d  fa v o ra b ly  in  h i s  own d i r e c t i o n # ^
Hear th e  c lo s e  o f  1674 C o lonel Jo h n sto n  w ro te  D avis t h a t
he was th o ro u g h ly  engaged on th e  memoir o f  h i s  f a th e r*  b u t
th a t  he d id  n o t f in d  a u th o rs h ip  easy* b ecau se  h i s  h a b i t s  had
made h i s  " c r i t i c a l  in  s ty le *  and X am n ev er s a t i s f i e d  w ith
th e  r e s u l t® .^ C o n c e rn in g  an im p o rta n t d i f f i c u l t y  in  th e  m a tte r
o f  s e c u r in g  ad eq u a te  testim ony*  he w rote In  r e fe re n c e  to  s e v e ra l
form er o f f i c e r s  o f  Im portance in  h i s  f a th e r* s  arm y8
G overnor H a r r i s  h a s  a l re a d y  r e p l i e d  to  me 
su b se q u e n tly  t h a t  he would n o t w r i te  what 
he sa id *  O thers do not* B reokenrldge  
alw ays evaded* P re s to n  does no t r e p ly  to  
my l e t t e r s *  G en era l Bragg l a  th e  o n ly  man 
th a t  h a s  w r i t te n  w ith o u t re se rv e *  I  s h a l l  
w r i te  to  him  ab o u t B eauregard*a c la im  to  
• th e  P len  o f  B a t t l e * . 32
J o h n s to n 's  r e f e re n c e  to  B eauregard*s c la im  to  th e  p la n  o f
b a t t l e  was prom pted by  a s ta te m e n t which th e  G enera l la  a l le g e d
S^Thia m a tte r  I s  f u l l y  in d ic a te d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  ch ap te r*
5*W* P* Jo h n sto n  to  D avis* Deo* 8* 1874* In  Rowland* J e f f e r s o n
*cJgavIs, V o l. VII* p .  413 .
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to  h a w  made d u r in g  a  v i s i t  to  L ex ing ton  some months b e fo re  
t h i s  t im e , w here in  he a s s e r te d  t h a t  a f t e r  G eneral J o h n s to n 's  
d e a th  a t  S h i lo h ,  i t  was n o t d i f f i c u l t  f o r  him  to  assume com­
mand, b ecau se  he had  made th e  p la n  f o r  th e  b a t t l e * 33T hia 
a s s e r t io n  C o lo n el Jo h n s to n  d id  n o t a c c e p t th e n , n o r  d id  he do 
ao a f te rw a r d s ;  and th e  acco u n t which he g iv e s  in  h i s  book o f 
th e  B a t t l e  o f  S h ilo h  v a r ie s  a t  im p o rta n t p o in ts  from  B eaure­
g a r d 's  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  o f  th e  b a t t l e *  Tfte r e s u l t i n g  c o n tro v e rsy
. ;■ * j
ra n  on f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  o f  th e  b io g rap h y ; 
and th e  main p o in t  a t  is s u e  was th e  soundness o f  th e  g e n e ra ls h ip  
o f  B eau reg a rd , who was second in  command a t  S h ilo h , in  o rd e r in g  
a r e t r e a t  o f  th e  C o n fed era te  arm y, a f t e r  G enera l Jo h n sto n  was 
k i l l e d  on th e  f ie ld *  The s u p p o r te r s  o f  C o lonel J o h n s to n 's  
p o s i t io n  co n tended  t h a t  on ly  a f i n a l  advance was n e c e ss a ry  to  
com plete a g r e a t  v i c to r y ,  whloh had been won w ith  t e r r i f i c  
b lo o d sh e d , and B eauregard  and h i s  a d h e re n ts  m a in ta in ed  th a t  th e  
d em o ra lised  and ex h a u s te d  c o n d itio n  o f  th e  tro o p s  in  th e  l a t e  
a f te rn o o n  o f  th e  b a t t l e  n e c e s s i ta te d  t h e i r  w ith d raw al from  
a c tio n *
I n  O cto b e r, 1B77, when Jo h n sto n  had a lm o st com pleted  h i s  
book, he a g a in  w ro te to  D avis co n cern in g  B e a u re g a rd 's  c laim s*
I  have f in i s h e d  my n a r r a t iv e  o f  th e  B a t t l e  
o f  S h iloh*  Anxious a s  I  have been  to  av o id  con­
t r o v e r s y ,  th e  c la im s s e t  up b y  G enera l B eauregard
33W* P* Jo h n sto n  to  D av is , Oct* 6 ,  1874, m  Howland, J e f f e r s o n  
D a v is , Vol* V II , p . 406 .
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a r e  so  p re p o s te ro u s  t h a t  my acco u n t must 
n e c e s s a r i ly  le a d  to  i t #  He s e n t ms fo r  my 
in fo rm a tio n  a  l a t t e r  from  Jo rdon  c la im in g  
t h a t  he had  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  in d u c in g  
my f a th e r  to  c o n c e n tra te  a t  C o rin th  and 
t h a t  Jo rd an  p e rsu ad ed  him  b y  B eauregard* s 
o r d e r # to  f i g h t  th e  B a t t l e  o f  S h ilo h #  He 
saya  t h a t  B eau regard  gave a l l  o rd e rs  a f t e r  
my f a t h e r 1a a r r i v a l ,  and had a c tu a l  command 
o f  th e  army#3*
I  r e p l i e d  to  Oenl# B eauregard  t h a t  1 
r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  h i s  v iew s and o p in io n s  were 
so  muoh a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  th e  c o n c lu s io n s  a t  
w hich X had a r r iv e d  a f t e r  a calm  in v e s t ig a t io n  
o f  a l l  th e  f a c t s  a c c e s s ib le #  and t h a t  X shou ld  
have to  p r e s e n t  a s t a t e  o f  f a c t s  e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t*  Such f r ie n d s  a s  have examined 
my Mss# th in k  X have been  v e ry  ju s t# 5®
The c lim ax  o f  th e  a u th o r f s  L ife  o f  G enera l A lb e r t  S idney 
Jo h nston  was n a t u r a l l y  th e  B a t t l e  o f  S h iloh#  tTpon t h i s  p o r t io n  
o f  th e  n a r r a t iv e  he expended g r e a t  lab o r#  making use o f  maps# 
g iv in g  in  m inute d e t a i l  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  th e  c o u n try  and o f  th e  
p o s i t io n s  occup ied  b y  the  v a r io u s  d iv is io n s  o f  th e  opposing  
fo rc es#  t a b u la t in g  th e  n u m erica l s t r e n g th  o f  th e s e  d iv is io n s #  
n a r r a t in g  p r o g re s s iv e ly  th e  e v e n ts  Which o c c u rred  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  b a t t l e #  and p i l i n g  up c irc u m sta n ces  and te s t im o n ia l  ev id en ce  
— a l l  o f  which had  a s  i t s  o b je c t#  o f  course#  th e  com plete 
v in d ic a t io n  o f  h i s  f a th e r#  C ircum stances b e in g  what th e y  were# 
i t  was in e v i ta b le  t h a t  such a z e a lo u s  e f f o r t  must o p e ra te  un­
fa v o ra b ly  fo r  B eau regard*s r e p u ta t io n # 3®
S fc o lo n s l  Jo rd an  was B eauregard*s c h ie f  o f  s t a f f  a t  Shiloh#
W# P# Jo h n sto n  to  D avis# Oct* 18# 1077# in  Rowland# J e f f e r s o n  
,  D av is* Vol# VXXI# p# 37#
s t%# p# Johnston#  A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n s to n * pp# 533-687*
X m  »*rDO
T h at B eau reg a rd  was d e e p ly  o ffen d ed  b y  Jo h n s to n 1* acco u n t 
o f  th e  b a t t l e  l a  e v id e n t from  a l e t t e r  whloh th e  a u th o r  w rote 
t o  P a v ia  a  few month? a f t e r  th e  book oame from  th e  p r e s e t
I  r e c e iv e d  y e s te rd a y  a  copy o f  a F re d e r ic k s ­
b u rg  p ap e r o f  Pec* 3 ,  w ith  B eau reg a rd 1® l e t t e r  
eg g in g  on B uggies* He i s  s p i t e f u l ,  b u t weak*
He e a y s t  “Col* Jo h n sto n  ir* h ie  book seems to  
a t t a c h  a s  l i t t l e  im portance to  th e  r e p u ta t io n  
a c q u ire d  in  th e  f i e l d  by an o f f i c e r  a s  though 
i t  h ad  been  o b ta in e d  in  some nom inal m i l i t a r y  
p o s i t io n  In  Richmond o r  e lsew here*  Mere rum ors 
o r  r e p o r t s  from a 'b a b b le r f a re  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  
him t o  c a s t  blam e o r  award p r a is e  w ith  an a s ­
su ran ce  whloh would 111 become even a C arnot 
o r  a  Von M oltke*
“No w onder, th e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  th e  C olonel 
sh o u ld  have w r i t t e n  so  sh a llo w , confused  and 
w rongfu l book a s  th e  one he h a s  j u s t  p u b lis h e d , 
e tc *
Speaking o f  th e  r e c a l l  o f  th e  t r o o p s ,  he 
s a y s t  “T h is  s t a t e  a to ry w B lc h  o r ig in a te d  in  
an  in t r ig u e  a g a in s t  me, he revam ps and e n la rg e s  
f o r  th e  purpose o f  b u i ld in g  up a f a n c i f u l  con­
t r a s t ,  e t c .* 37
A lthough th e  a u th o r 's  acooun t o f  th e  B a t t l e  o f  S h ilo h  i s  
th e  p o r t io n  o f  th e  book which g iv e s  d e e p e s t o f f e n s e ,  th e re  a re  
o th e r  p a r t s  o f  i t  whloh were n o t p le a s in g  to  some p e rso n s  who 
had p la y e d  a p a r t  in  th e  e v e n ts  n a r r a te d  th e re in *  I n  h i s  ac ­
coun t o f  th e  f a l l  o f  F o r t  P onelson  th e  a u th o r  i s  a p p a re n tly  
an x io u s to  be g ra c io u s  in  h i s  r e c i t a l  co n cern in g  G enera l B u c k n e r 's  
conduct* Jo h n sto n  su b m itte d  t h i s  p o r t io n  o f  th e  m an u scrip t to  
him f o r  r e v i s i o n ,  b u t B uckner re tu rn e d  I t  w ith o u t comment th rough  
G enera l P re s to n ,  g r e a t l y  to  th e  r e g r e t  o f  th e  a u th o r *38
37W. P* Jo h n sto n  to  D a v is , Feb* 8 ,  1879, in  Rowland, J e f f e r s o n  
a v i s ,  V o l. V I I I ,  p .  345 .
X T *  Jo h n sto n  to  D av is , Aug. 2 6 , 1878, In  Rowland, J e f f e r s o n  
D a v is . V o l. V I I I ,  p .  261 .
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Bven w ith  h i  a f r ie n d  J e f f e r s o n  D avis* Jo h n s to n  was n o t
alw ays In  e n t i r e  agreem ent co n c e rn in g  d e t a i l s  r e l a t i n g  to
G en era l Jo h n s to n ’ s cam paign in  th e  west* Such d i f f e r e n c e s  o f
o p in io n  were n o t s e r io u s * how ever# and d id  n o t a f f e c t  th e  c o r d ia l
r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een  th e  two* Jo h n sto n  su b m itte d  h i e  m an u scrip t
to  D avis f o r  exam ination*  and e x h ib i te d  th e  f u l l e s t  i n t e r e s t  in
s a t i s f y in g  h i s  form er c h ie f*  p e rm it t in g  him to  make some a l*
t e r a t l o n s  in  th e  m a te r ia l}  b u t  upon p o in ts  where h i s  e o n v lo tlo n s
were s tro n g — In  m a tte r s  where a  m o d if ic a tio n  o f  h i s  s ta te m e n ts
would d im in ish  th e  s t r e n g th  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ’s  c a s e ^ h e  d id  n o t
d e fe r  even  to  th e  judgm ent o f  D a v is t
T o n ig h t I  r e v is e d  my Has* w ith  your l e t t e r  b e fo re  
me* I  have made most o f  th e  m o d if ic a tio n s  you 
su g g est*  Your o b je c t io n s  a re  som etim es to  mat* 
t e r s  t h a t  oan be c le a r e d  up by  a word a s  we do 
n o t d is a g re e  on them***
On one p o in t  we must d is a g re e ——I t  may be 
p re ju d ic e  on my p a r t*  b u t  X hope n o t— th e  
ju d ic io u s n e s s  * n o t th e  m otives* o f  th e  Govt* in  
t h e i r  a c t io n  on the  12 Hd men* I  th in k  X have 
g uarded  c a r e f u l ly  a g a in s t  th e  danger o f  b e in g  
q u o ted  a s  r e f l e c t i n g  upon you p e rso n a lly *  and X 
have p o in te d  o u t your d i f f i c u l t i e s *  X t r u s t  th e  
r e s u l t  may m eet your ap p ro b a tio n *
The s ta te m e n ts  q u o ted  above r e f e r r e d  to  th e  c o n d itio n  o f 
a f f a i r s  In  th e  West in  O ctober* 1661* when G eneral Jo h n sto n  
was a tte m p tin g  In  th e  fa c e  o f  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  to  r a i s e  and 
eq u ip  an army f o r  th e  d e fen se  o f  Kentucky and Tennessee* In  
th e  hope o f  prom oting  r a p id  e n lis tm e n t*  he o f fe re d  v o lu n te e rs
39Ib ld „  Dae. 7 , 1877, Vol. V III, pp. 86-57.
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a tw elve m onths1 p e r io d  o f  e n l is tm e n t in s te a d  o f  a lo n g e r  term  
o f s e rv ic e *  The p u b l ic a t io n  o f  th e  p ro o lam e tio n  c o n ta in in g  
t h i s  o a l l  was fo llo w e d  by  a l e t t e r  t o  G enera l Jo h n sto n  from 
Hr* B en jam in , th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  War, s t a t i n g  th a t  e n l is tm e n ts  
shou ld  be a c c e p te d  f o r  no s h o r te r  p e r io d  th a n  th e  d u ra t io n  o f  
th e  w ar, and d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  a l l  tw elve  months v o lu n te e rs  be 
d isb an d ed * 4®In view o f  th e  ap a th y  o f  th e  peo p le  in  th a t  s e c t io n  
o f  th e  South a t  th e  t im e , C o lonel Jo h n sto n  b e l ie v e d  I t  to  be 
an e r r o r  in  judgm ent on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  S e c r e ta r y *41
I t  I s  e a s i l y  appaxfent from th e  p rece d in g  p a rag rap h s  th a t  
C olonel Jo h n s to n 1a ta s k  o f  n a r r a t in g  th e  most im p o rta n t p a r t  
o f  h i s  f a t h e r 's  l i f e ,  t h a t  p o r t io n  which was concerned  w ith
G enera l Jo h n s to n f|s c a re e r  in  th e  C o n fed era te  s e r v ic e ,  wge a
*
la b o r  in  which th e  e lem en ts  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  w eighed r a th e r  s t ro n g ly
i
a g a in s t  th o se  o f  Advantage* T hat J e f f e r s o n  D avis sym path ised
*
d eep ly  w ith  th e  a u th o r  in  th e se  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i s  e v id e n t from a
s ta te m e n t which he w rote to  a f r ie n d  some months a f t e r  th e  pub*
l l c a t i o n  o f  the  b io g ra p h y i
Col* W* P* Jo h n s to n , when w r i t in g  th e  b io g rap h y  
o f  t h i s  f a t h e r ,  G en era l A* S . Jo h n s to n , sought 
in fo rm a tio n  from many q u a r te r s  a s  to  B eauregard  
a t  S h ilo h , th e  answ ers were weak compared to  the  
o r a l  s ta te m e n ts  th e y  had  made***48
and th e  re a s o n  f o r  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  su g g es ted  in  t h i s  s ta te m e n t
4?W* P* Jo h n s to n , A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n s to n , p p . 338*539*
HNf* P* Jo h n sto n  to  b a v is7  March IS , 18^7, in  Rowland. J e f f e r s o n  
4aD av is , V o l. V II , p .  526.
S a v ts  to  I#* B* H o rth ro p , A pr. 2 4 , 1879, in  Rowland, J e f f e r s o n  
D av is , V o l. V I I I ,  p .  381 .
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I t  in d ic a te d  in  a l a t e r  l e t t e r  which D avis w rote to  th e  same 
p e rs o m
The d i f f i c u l t y  in  P re s to n  Jo h nston*s ease  a s  
in  th a t  o f  any o th e r  who w r i te s  on th a t  s u b je c t  
i s  th e  im p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  g e t t in g  men to  s t a t e  in  
a manner to  be used# th e  t r u th  a s  known to  them 
o r a l l y ;  th e y  have s a id  to  me many th in g s ,  which 
in  t h a t  m ise ra b le  s p i r i t  o f  harm o n is in g  now 
endem ic-— th e y  canno t be induced  to  p u t in  w r i t ­
ing# G overnor H a rr is#  now XT# S* Senator#  was 
by  J o h n s to n 's  s id e  when he was wounded, h e lp ed  
him  from h lb  h o rse#  and when he d ie d  went to  
lo o k  fo r  B eauregard# th e  second in  command* He 
found him f ^ r  i n  th e  r e a r ;  I  th in k  he s a id  two 
o r th r e e  m iles*
H a rris !  has been  a p e rs o n a l f r ie n d  o f  mine# 
m a n ife s tin g  alw ays much i n t e r e s t  In  my w e lf a re ;
X am# th e re fo re #  u n w illin g  to  p re s s  him f o r  a 
s ta te m e n t which he does n o t ap p ear to  have been
w i l l in g  to  make to  P re s to n  Johnston* He i s  a
f e a r l e s s  ao& a t r u t h f u l  man# would n o t p r e v a r ic a te  
o r  m is -s ta te #  b u t  m ight r e fu s e  to  answ er*4®
As a l re a d y  suggested#  th e  c o n tro v e rsy  betw een C o lonel 
Jo h n sto n  and B eauregard  co n tin u e d  f o r  some y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  
p u b l ic a t io n  o f  J o h n s to n 's  book ; and in  1887 when I t  had re ac h ed  
an a c u te  s ta te #  a f t e r  Jo rd an  and Jo h n sto n  had each  p u b lish e d  
m agazine a r t i c l e s  on th e  B a t t l e  o f  S h i lo h ,44Johnston  w ro te  a 
l e t t e r  to  D avis# In  which he a g a in  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
which had  a tte n d e d  h i s  e f f o r t s  to  secu re  co m p le te ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
a s s is ta n c e  from th e  fo rm er a s s o c ia te s  o f  h i s  fa th e r#  b u t in  
which# to  some e x te n t#  he excuses th e  r e lu c ta n c e  o f  th e se  f r ie n d s
to  g ive  w r i t t e n  te s tim o n y  on a m a tte r  o f  b i t t e r  c o n tro v e rs y t
J a n .  14 , 1880.
44ffiie gentm*y Magazine fo r  Feb* ,1 8 8 5 ,c o n ta in s  a r t i c l e s  on th e  
B a t t l e  o f  S h ilo h  by Thomas Jordan# W* P* Johnston# and G enera l 
U* 3* G rant# pp* 593-634*
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You p u t a q u e s t io n  to  mo h a rd  to  answer* 
when you ask  me why my f a th e r* s  s t a f f  do n o t 
a id  In  ao e ln g  j u s t i c e  dona* Host o f  them a re  
o ld  o r  In f irm  o r b ro k e n -h e a r te d  men* They 
cannot*  a t  l e a s t*  do not* r a l l y *  to  speak  what 
th e y  know* X ap p ea le d  to  G enera l P re s to n  and 
to  Gov* H a rr is*  P re s to n  nev er e x p la in e d  h i s  
a lle n o e *  e x c e p t on g e n e ra l g rounds^ H a r r is  
gave an  e v a s iv e  answer* He saw th e  p ro o f  o f 
my book* X f e e l  su re*  g iv in g  h i s  s ta te m e n t to  
me as  t o  where B eauregard  was to  be found “ in  
h i s  am bulance in  bed*1* b u t when B eauregard  
c a l l e d  upon him f o r  th e  fa o ts *  deny ing  t h a t  he 
had  s a id  so* he r e p l i e d  th a t  he had  c e r t a i n l y  
sa id *  “he would be found a t  h i s  am bulance *“ He 
h a s  th u s  l e f t  me by  im p lic a t io n  In  th e  p o s i t io n  
o f  add ing  to  h i s  words and h a s  alw ays ig n o red  
my r e q u e s t  to  s e t  me r ig h t*  b y  s i le n c e *  X am 
p e r f e c t l y  w i l l in g  to  say  X m isu n d ersto o d  him* 
i f  he w i l l  sa y  he d id  n o t g iv e  me th e  In fo rm a tio n  
as  X r e p o r te d  I t*  1 d id  no t c i t e  him  as  my 
a u th o r i ty *  Indeed* I  had no th o u g h t a t  th e  
tim e t h a t  X was say in g  an y th in g  t h a t  would be 
c o n s tru e d  a s  a r e f le c t io n *  fo r  X supposed from 
B eau regard*s te leg ram s*  &o* th a t  he c la im ed  to  
be a s ic k  man* X do n o t hope to  g e t  any d i r e c t  
te s tim o n y  from th e  men my f a th e r  had g a th e re d  
around him* They have a l l  f i r s t  o r la s t*  
t e s t i f i e d  In  a d e c la r a to ry  way to  th e  f a c t s  as  
X have them* But th e y  w i l l  n o t meet c o n tro v e rsy  
f o r  hlm*4^
FTom t h i s  s ta te m e n t I t  i s  ap p a re n t t h a t  Johnston* tw en ty - 
f iv e  y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  h i s  f a th e r  a t  S h iloh*  was n o t 
e m b itte re d  by  what m ight have seemed to  be th e  n e g le c t  o f  G eneral 
Jo h n sto n  by  h i s  f r ie n d s *  b u t t h a t  he r e a l i z e d  th a t  th e re  were 
c o n s id e ra t io n s  which p re v e n te d  th e se  f r ie n d s  from h av in g  the  
same w il l in g n e s s  and z e a l  f o r  th e  c o n tro v e rsy  th a t  he* th e  son 
o f G enera l Johnston*  had* As Jo h nston  in d ic a te s *  most o f  them 
were to o  b ro k en  in  body o r s p i r i t  to  tak e  much i n t e r e s t  in  d i s -
*®W* P« Jo h n sto n  to  D avis* June 11* 1887* in  Rowland, J e f f e r s o n  
D a v is* Vol* XX, p .  566.
p u te d  m a tte r s  In v o lv in g  th e  r e p u ta t io n s  o f  g e n e ra ls  who had 
fo u g h t in  a war on th e  s id e  which had s u f fe re d  a c ru sh in g  
and h u m il ia t in g  d e f e a t ,  o r to  r i s k  th e  s t r a i n  o f  an added 
m easure o f  u n h ap p in ess  which even a sm a ll p a r t i c ip a t io n  In
how u n p r o f i t a b le  I t  would b e ,  a f t e r  lo s in g  a b i t t e r  fo u r  y e a rs  
c o n f l i c t  w ith  an enemy, to  a s s i s t  In  keeping  a l iv e  th e  con** 
te n t lo n s  betw een f a c t io n s  on th e  d e fe a te d  s ld e * 4®Some o f  them , 
a l s o ,  l i k e  Governor H a r r i s ,  were an x io u s  to  resume a p la ce  in  
th e  p ro g re s s  o f  a f f a i r s ,  and th e  su c c e ss  o f  th e se  e f f o r t s  
depended o f te n  upon th e  good w i l l  o f  a s  many peop le  a s  p o s s ib le *
Over a g a in s t  p i f f l c u l t i e s  o f  t h i s  s o r t ,  a s  w e ll a s  o th e r s ,
I
O olonel Jo h n sto n  fclad th e  advan tage o f  what he term ed ^some
$
p e e u l la r  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  th e  s u c c e s s fu l  ach ievem ent o f  h i s  p u r­
pose **47He had a s tro n g  u rge f o r  th e  ta s k  from w ith in  h im s e lf ,  
which was s tre n g th e n e d  by  th e  sy m p a th e tic  encouragem ent o f  
em inent C o n fed e ra te s  and o f  many o th e r  w orthy  p e rso n s* 4% e had 
th e  b e n e f i t  o f  h i s  f a t h e r 's  p ap e rs  which had  been p re se rv e d  a l ­
most e n t i r e  s in c e  1836, and th e se  in c lu d e d  G eneral J o h n s to n 's  
C onfedera te  a rc h iv e s ,w h ic h  were e s p e c i a l ly  h e l p f u l* ^ 00 a ls o  
th e  c o -o p e ra t io n  o f some p e rso n s  who had su p p o rted  th e  Union 
s id e  d u rin g  th e  War, and whose sp h ere  o f  s e rv ic e  had thrown
Pm  Johnston, A lb ert Sidney Johnston, p re fa ce , p*vi*
c o n tro v e rs y  i s  su re  to  b rin g *  A lso , th e y  d o u b tle s s  r e a l i s e d
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them In contact with General Johnston#50Finally, Colonel 
Johnston says that there were “certain exceptional features in 
his relations to General Johnston, not often found between 
father and son** that “there was the utmost confidence in their 
Intercourse*, which, he states, often enabled him to explain 
better than anyone else the bearing of obscure transactions#6*' 
Such a relationship between the writer and the subject of his 
book did not, he felt, affect the character of his account ex* 
cept in the manner that he himself notedt
••♦the close tie between the biographer 
and hlfs subject has to some extent marred the 
artlstfic effect of this book# lot only d̂jj.
ioacyi but a sense of duty to the intelligent 
readexf has dictated that it was better in all 
personal matters to speak in the language of 
others, wherever it was possible; and yet this 
could -only be done at the sacrifice of brevity 
and of apparent unity# Then, too, in the dis* 
cuasion of controverted points, where a bias 
might be presumed to exist, he has thought It 
proper, while frankly stating his own con* 
elusions, to give the evidence on which they 
rest.62
The author was to discover, however, that the tie which 
existed between him and the subject of his biography rendered 
him vulnerable where controverted matters were concerned; and 
that his opponents did not overlook this fact is evident in 
the following complaint*
SPlbld.
siTSia. .  P . v i i .  
52TBTJ.
r*o
•••it is easy to see the disadvantage 
at which 1 stand in any controversy* a« a 
eon* Jordan and Beauregard hare availed 
themselves of it to the utmost*®®
There wee atill another eauae of annoyance* which vexed 
Johnston both before and after the publication of his book* 
his relations with his publishers were not pleasant* and he 
complained of their treatment of him* In December* 1877* several 
months before hie work came from the press he wrote Davie from 
Hew York*
X am here trying to please the Publishers 
about my book* which la too long* X am very 
solicitous to have It ended* so that I*may be 
released to the support of my family*
Four months later he repeated his complaint to Davis* indicating
a growing dissatisfaction at the slowness with which the work of
publication proceeded*
The Apple tons proceed with my work very 
slowly* X have not been at all satisfied with 
their treatment* X hope you are In a position 
to exaot your rights from them* 2bey have sent 
as about two thirds of my proof---some 475 pages*
But they proceed with sublime indifference to 
my Interests or convenience*®s
In July* 1878* the large volume upon whloh Colonel Johnston 
had expended so much labor came from the press* The book did not 
•ell in the numbers which the author apparently expected* nor in 
anything near the proportion which his sacrificial efforts in
«w. P. Johnston to Davla, JUne 11, 1887, In Rowland, Jefferson 
e iD a v is . Vol. VIII. p .  666.yj Johnston to Davis, Deo. 7, 1877, In Rowland, Jefferson 
--Dsvls, vol. VIII, p. 86.°“W. P. Johnston to Davis, Mar. 31, 1878) In Rowland, Jeffereo 
Pawls. Vol. VIII, p. 144.
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producing it would justify him in hoping § The chief factors in 
this circumstance may be reasonably accounted for by the fact 
that the book was not one which probably had an appeal for many 
northern readers, and by the fact that the South, where the 
interest in such books was naturally strongest, was a poor 
market for books* Whatever the reasons may have been, Johnston
placed the chief blame upon his publishers, as indicated in the
letter which he wrote to Davis in the spring of 1S80, almost 
two years after the publication of his works
..•Last fall finding that my publishers 
had abandoned the sale of my book, 1 tried to 
take it up and make it effectual! but from ; 
lack of co-operation on their part my efforts 
have been In a great measure paralysed* Th|y 
have never sold any books in R« C*, S* 0*, '
Geo*, Ala*, Mo*, or Ark*, or offered them for 
sale* I do not think they have sold 500 oo|>les,
except through agents recommended to them by
myself • Dudley Hayden alone has sold about 
1500 copies out of the 4000 copies reported^ to 
me as sold and some 300 or more are charged^ to 
me*
Little or nothing has been done in Texts*
They have refused to advertise and considers my 
book dead* in view of these facts I am trying 
to buy the copyright back, with stereotype plates 
and engravings* They offer them to me at |600 
and I may arrange with them* My arrangements 
with the Appletons have not proved satisfactory, 
and X have not found them just men* They have 
no organization for the sale of subscription 
books in the South
It is evident from the paragraphs given above, as well as 
from other portions of the same letter, that Johnston devoted
66W* p* Johnston to Davis, Apr* 14, 1880s in Rowland, Jefferson 
Davis* Vol. VIII, p. 451.
himself energetically to promoting the sale of his book; how* 
ever, it la apparent***since no edition of the biography waa 
published except the one which the Appleton Company issued*** 
that the author did not follow up his expressed design of 
buying the rights on his book and the materials which would 
enable him to handle the further publication of it himself#
Although there Is apparently no available record concerning
57the details of Johnston's arrangements with his publishers, It 
I s  obvious from the limited sale of the biography and from the 
means used In disposing of a large proportion of the edition 
that the author received very little from It in a financial way*
However, there Is evidence of other compensations to the 
author from this publication-— returns which were more highly 
prized by him than financial profit, even thou$a he stood sorely 
in need of the latter* It gained for him considerable reputation 
as an author, and more important than this, it made available for 
the reading public of that time and of succeeding years a thorough 
and detailed account of his father's life and services, narrated 
in a manner which could not fall to inspire In the mind of the 
unbiased reader the same feelings and convictions that animated 
the biographer* Of such response, especially in the South, there 
i s  ample evidence*
A letter to the writer of the present study, October 17, 1939, 
from the D* Appleton-Century Company, successors to the publishers 
of the biography* states that several years ago the old records 
of the company were destroyed by fire; hence, they have no information concerning the transaction*
1 7 $
The hook wee published in one large octavo volume of 773 
pages containing a number of Illustrations* The price accord­
ing to binding vast cloth* five dollars; sheep* six dollars; 
and half turkey* seven dollars#®©
Its reoeptlon by the press throughout the country was 
favorable* The Hew York Herald* Sun# World* and Post* the Chi­
cago Times* and the Cincinnati Commercial praised its judicial 
temper* narrative Interest* end literary quallty*©©A review in 
the ftt# Louis Post-Dispatch cites a statement made by General 
Joseph Hooker to a representative of the Hew York Sun in ant- 
swer to the question as to what he considered the best book on 
the War* Hooker's reply wass ”The best book* by all odds* 
published by either side is the Life of Albert Sidney Johnston* 
by his son**©°The St* Louis paper also points to other testi­
monials of aprobationt
One distinguished critic says that Colonel John­
ston’s descriptions of battles excel Napier’s in 
fel* Peninsula History* Another* a noted Southern 
Genera1* says theyere superior to Kingalak®* a in 
his Crimean War* A Northern lady* not in sym­
pathy' with his' views* read the account of Shiloh 
three times for Its picturesque and vivid narra­
tive.©!
Another St* Louis paper wrote favorably of the biography and 
took ocoaslon in the same item to lambast the Globe-Democrat 
for its failure to do likewise* asserting that the trouble with
Ppst-Plapttteh Is my authority for the
1? 4
its competitor “la that It doea not countenance any history
which does not dove-tail with the Grant boom.^^The Nation
also praised the work warmlyt
It Is...a warm and affectionate eulogy in 
whloh no little literary skill is used to 
heighten the color of whatever can honor 
his memory and apologise for whatever could 
detract from his fame.*-The hook abounds 
with interesting incidents, showing traits 
of charaoter in the subject of the memoir 
that are most attractive, often charming..• »
Leaving out of view the question of his 
duty to the Union, whose officer he was, 
it is the story of a very noble life.
One of the first journals to publish a notice of the book 
was, of course, the Lexington paper, and the unqualified enthu­
siasm of the editor is revealed in the following extract from 
his appraisals
We were prepared for an Interesting 
book when it was announced that the gifted 
son (Col. Wm. Preston Johnston) was writing 
a history of his distinguished father, Gen.
Albert Sidney Johnston. The author, a 
gentleman of culture and good judgment, the 
subject, one of earth’s noblemen, who lived 
a life of stirring incident and died an 
heroic death...What should we not expect?
And yet with the book before us, our expecta­
tions sink into nothing In the grand reali­
sation of what has been accomplished. 4
Following a rapid review of the main events covered In 
the book, the editor, referring to the time when General Johnston 
assumed e high command in the Confederate service, concludes the
62— .St* Louis Republican. Jan. 4, 1879.«*Th. Mat Ion':" VoI.XcVlI. pp. 197, 214.
64Lexington (Va.) Gazette and Cltlsen. Aug. 2, 1878.
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n o t ic e  t
From this time to the date of hie death 
hie devotion to the cause of the South was of 
the highest order, and the mastering ability 
he displayed In overcoming the obstacles which 
lay in his way testifies to the herolo mould of 
his mind, his purpose, his character, and stamp 
him as one of the great men of his age*38
Several weeks after the publication of this review there 
appeared in the same paper a more lengthy, and even more 
encomiastic notice, written by a resident of the texington 
vicinity, who, by his testimony, was more than satisfied with 
the book, as the following segment of his appraisal will lndl- 
eetet j
Too much cannot be said in commendation of 
the labor and research employed in gathering, 
sifting, and collating the facts presented in 
the volume, to render them accurate, complete, 
and satisfying vto the reader* X was, but am not 
now, surprised ]that the accomplished author with 
his well known ;hablts of Industry and his facility 
in writing, should have spent so many years in the 
preparation of the work* The task he assumed, as 
X now see, was one of multiform difficulties* Ho 
part of it has been performed negligently, 6r 
perfunctorily*••••
Every reader will be struck with the evidences 
of the rare judiciousness and taste with which the 
author has handled a theme of the most delicate 
complications* It Is an affectionate ar<? loyal 
son delineating the character and deeds of a re* 
vered father, who through life, was actively eh* 
gaged in the service of his country in positions 
of great prominence and responsibility and who, 
as every man of worth and Influenoe will be, was 
constantly exposed to the jealousies and assaults 
of disappointed rivals* Yet from the beginning 
to the end of the story the reader will look in 
vain for exaggerated eulogy, on the one hand, and
65m a ,
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for harshness or injustice on the other*
Calmness, courtesy, and scrupulous Impartiality 
are everyi&ere Its characteristics •
The style Is simple, chaste, and elegant*
In this respect, as in others, It is a model 
biography* When the subject calls for them, 
there are passages of great rhetorical beauty 
and force, evincing a high degree of intellectual 
culture • The book is an honor to our Southern 
literature and will take a favorable position 
In the rank of those product ions— — too few In 
number-— -which have won distinction and credit 
for American letters«66
In the October number of the Annals of the Army of Tennessee, 
a notice appeared, in whloh the reviewer wrote in such language 
as to leave no doubt in his readers1 minds concerning his opinion 
of the greatness of the book and Its subject* He praises it not 
only as history and literature, but as a fine moral document*
•••It is a book of solid merit, valuable as 
a contribution to history, for it gives us many 
new and important facts; to literature, for Its 
animated narration is embodied in a style pure, 
vigorous, and classic; to the general public, 
for it gives us the faithful portraiture of case 
of the few truly great men of modern times***•*
For the comparatively few survivors of *3hlloh*, 
the remnant of that band who**«**fought by his 
aids with unsurpassed gallantry, it possesses an 
especial and peculiar charm* It tells them not 
merely of his grand strategy by which the con­
centration at Corinth was effected, but how, by 
his tact and skill on the battle-field, the 
smaller, less disciplined, and worse equipped 
Confederates overthrew a much larger end per­
fectly appointed army on their own chosen ground*
And to all the survivors of the *Lost Cause" it 
brings a message at once melancholy and inspiring*
It tells them how one of the ablest and best of 
men, holding high rank and face to face with the
660 a setts  and C itizen , 3ept* 20, 1878*
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most glittering prospects, conscientiously 
lain down his commission, turned hie back on 
ell these temptations, end simply because he 
believed it to be right, left the stronger to 
give the weaker aide hie laureled sword and 
his life•••It not only vindicates a portion 
of history essential to Southern honor, but 
presents to the gaze of the rising youth of 
America a magnificent model upon which each 
for himself may form a character of true 
manhood •••How can our boys be more healthily 
and happily tutored in the rounded symmetry 
of true manliness than by their study of 
august characters like that of Albert Sidney 
Johnston?*«#het every father furnish his sons 
with a copy, let them ponder well its lessons, 
and sure as the day follows the night will 
the next generation present a higher tone of 
oltlsenshlp and the future of our country a 
more cheering outlook#67
The book continued to be praised until the end of Johnston’s
life and afterwards; and wherever the name of William Preston
Johnston appears in print, it is almost oertaln to be followed
soon by a glowing reference to the biography#
When Johnston moved to Louisiana in 1880, the literary
prestige which the book had given him was in evidence there#
Although viewing Johnston’s election to the presidency of the
Louisiana State University with some disfavor, Thomas D# Boyd,
then a young instructor in the institution, was impressed by
his literary reputation and ability#6**
Also# the Baton Rouge press, in its announcement of the
new president’s election, placed enthusiastic emphasis upon his
literary gifts, praising hla biography as the best book which
€7Annals of the Army pt Tennessee# Vol# I, Oct# 1878, pp# 898-300 
6rfT.‘ D. Boyd*« Diary. 1880.
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had than appeared dealing with the characters and incidents of 
the Civil War*69
Some of the later appraisals of the work are given below* 
Profeasor Alcee Fortier, a distinguished member of the Tulane 
University faculty while Johnston was president of that insti­
tution* wrote that the biography had made ita author famous*79 
Another writer of Louisiana history and biography makes this 
statement!
Among the biographies of the Confederate generals 
none deserves higher rank than Colonel W* P. John­
ston’s “Life of Albert Sidney Johnston1** The style 
of the book has been much praised, and the author 
is recognized as a^master of English prose*71
In his anthology of Louisiana authors, which appeared in 
1894, Thomas Me Caleb lags behind no one in the rank he gives 
the biography!
hlfe of Albert) Sidney Johnston (1878) deserves 
as high*’pTace in American literature as Farton’s 
Life of Andrew Jackson or Cotton’s Life of Henry 
Clay* ft Is written In a style remeirfebTe for 
TEs transparency. Its earnestness, iti elegance; 
and most critics agree that it is the most satis­
factory biography of a general of the ex-Corifederacy 
that has V®t appeared*72
A later, and rather general review of Johnston’s works, 
contained In the William and Mary Quarterly« praises the literary 
finish of the biography and refers to the rank “usually accorded 
to the honored president of Tulane University as one of the fore-
ĵ Laulslana Capltollan* Oct* 9, 1880*
^Louisiana* edited by Alcee Fortier, (2 Vols*) Atlanta: Southern
HI a t or leal Association, 1909, Vol. I, p* 626*
^Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Louisiana,(2 Vols*)
Chicago: coodspeed, 1892, Vol. II, p* W *
^Louisiana Book; ed ited  by Thomas McCaleb, New Orleans: Straughan,
1894, p rZ Z T l—
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most literary men of the South®#7^
And In tho long account of William Preston Johnston’s life
and services which was published by tho Now O rlean s p re s s  tho
day after hi- death, we find in one of the papers this state*
ment concerning the author’s most important books
Colonel Johnston’s life of his father ranked 
him as one of the best writers In the country,
and his style is noted for Its vigor and
elegance• The judicial character of his work 
has been attested by many of the most distin* 
gulshed generals and fairest critics on both 
sides* North and South#74
As regards these estimates of the biography* it is hardly
necessary to state that in some of the appraisals noted* a
personal and sectional bias caused the critics to give higher
rank to both the author and his book than has been accorded
them by literary historians# However* it la equally true that*
even when full allowance la made for bias and the lack of
superior critical judgment* the testimony of these intelligent
persons Indicates an Impression and an influence o f  c o n s id e ra b le
strength made by Johnston and his biography upon the reading
public* particularly in the South*
Z^Willlam and Mary Quarterly* Vol# VI* Jan 1898* 
74BSi^5Teana TIa«»‘J5V^'erSt. July 17, 1896.
CHAPTER V III  
GENERAL JOHNSTON’S BIOGRAPHY"
Prom th e  l e t t e r  w hich W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n sto n  w ro te to
\
P re s id e n t  C u s tia  Lee In  1872* r e q u e s t in g  a le av e  of absence 
Prom th e  f a c u l ty  o f th e  U n iv e r s i ty  f o r  the  purpose o f  w r i t in g  
th e  l i f e  o f  h is  f a t h e r ,  A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n s to n , two a s p e c ts  
o f  f e e l i n g  w ith  r e g a rd  to  th e  ta s k  a re  ap p a re n t* ^  F i r s t ,  
th e re  i s  th e  un m istak ab le  ev id en ce  of a deep f i l i a l  a t ta c h *  
ment f o r  th e  s u b je c t  o f  h is  b io g rap h y ; and seco n d , i t  i s  
e q u a lly  a p p a re n t t h a t  th e  a u th o r  f e e l s  th e  b io g rap h y  i s  
n e c e s s a r y ] f o r  th e  com plete v in d ic a t io n  of h is  f a t h e r ,  e s ­
p e c ia l ly  as reg a rd s  th e  c ircu m stan ces  a t te n d a n t  updh h is  
r e s ig n a t io n  from  th e  army o f the  U n ited  S ta te s  and h is  su b se -  
quen t c a r e e r  a s  commander of the  C o n fed e ra te  fo rc e s ? In  th e  
West d u r in g  th e  months w hich p receded  b is  d e a th  a t  S h iloh*
T h at h is  a t t i t u d e  tow ard h is  s u b je c t  I s  b ia s e d ,  th e  a u th o r  
f r e e ly  a d m its ;2 b u t t h a t  he b e l ie v e s  such  b ia s  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  
an  o b s ta c le  t o  a j u d i c i a l  e v a lu a t io n  of th e  g r e a t  man’s 
c h a r a c te r  and s e rv ic e s  i s  e v id e n t from th e  cop ious docum entation  
employed th ro u g h o u t th e  n a r r a t i v e .  However, even In  th e  use 
o f docum entary ev id en ce  th e  a u th o r  must have been co n sc io u s 
o f th e  f a c t  t h a t  h is  In v a r ia b le  p r a c t ic e  of g iv in g  s t r o n g e s t  
em phasis to  te s tim o n y  fa v o ra b le  t o  h is  f a t h e r  and m in im izing  
th a t  o f an ad v e rse  c h a r a c te r  p la c e s  th e  stam p of b ia s  upon 
th i s  e v id e n c e . S t i l l ,  th e  a u th o r ’ s f e e l in g  th a t  th e  account o f 
h la  f a t h e r  must a t  some im p o rtan t p o in ts  be d e fe n s iv e  j u s t i f i e s  
from  h is  s ta n d p o in t  th e  manner of tre a tm en t*  Keeping in  mind
Jw, P , Jo h n s to n  to  G* W, C, L ee, Feb* 20 , 1872*
% * P* Jo h n s to n , A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n s to n , p . 735*
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teMa a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  au th o r#  and k eep in g  i n  mind a l s o  h la
strongly p a r t i s a n  f e e l in g  f o r  th e  S o u th e rn  cause*  wo my
p ro ceed  t o  an  e x a m in a tio n  o f th e  hook.
G e n e ra l A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n s to n  m u  n o t o n ly  a g re a t
m n $ a s  m easured by s ta n d a rd s  o f  d i s t i n c t i v e  achievem ent*
b u t be was a  p e rso n  o f high**souXed n o b i l i t y  o f  c h a ra c te r*
The l i s t  o f  M s  v i r t u e s  la  la rg e*  and  i f  th e r e  was a n y th in g
t© b le m ish  th e  p e r f e c t io n  o f M s n a tu re #  M s b io g ra p h e r  mm
a p p a re n tly  u n ac q u a in ted  w ith  I t *  Such n o b i l i t y  l a  m a n ife s t
i n  M s r e l a t i o n s  w ith  M s fa m ily  and  w ith  h is  a s s o c ia te s  i n
th e  army end i n  c i v i l  l i f e *  and In  h i s  c o n s c ie n tio u s  d e v o tio n
to  h ig h  p r in c ip l e s  where d u ty  to  h i s  o o u n try  was concerned*
th e r e  m s  n o th in g  o f  th e  complex o r  e q u iv o c a l In  MS n a tu re *
a  f a c t  w hich th e  a u th o r  -notes In  th e  p re fa c e  t o  th e  b iography#
~»*-General Jo h n s to n  was so  t r u t h f u l  and sim ple. .In 
a l l  lie s a id  and d id  t h a t  th e  f i t t e s t  t r i b u t e  t o  M s 
memory i s  a b s o lu te  accu racy  i n  w h atev er r e l a t e s  t o  
him* Ho id e a l  o f  whet a h e ro  ought t o  be l e t  boon 
fram ed h e r e in ;  b u t th e  s to r y  o f M s l i f e  lias been 
to ld *  j u s t  a s  i t  was liv ed * *
The M o g ra p l^  t r a c e s  th e  c a re e r  o f  G en era l Jo h n s to n  from  
M s b i r t h  i n  Mason County* Kentucky# In  1005# to  M s d e a th  on 
th e  f i e l d  o f  S h ilo h  on A p r i l  6# 1062# The a u th o r  r e l a t e s  in  
p ro g re s s iv e ly  r i s i n g  d e t a i l  th e  o lro u m te n c e e  co n n ec ted  w ith
t
h is  ch ildhood#  h is  e d u c a tio n  a t  T ra n sy lv a n ia  C o lleg e  and a t  
t e s t  P o in t#  M s m a rria g e  to  151a* H e n r ie t ta  P reston#  M s 
s e rv ic e s  as  a l i e u te n a n t  in  th e  B lock Hawk War# h is  r e s ig n a t io n
3 Xbldf # preface# p# v l l i *
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from  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  Army, h is  s e rv ic e s  t o  th e  Texas 
B e p u b lic , h i s  l i f e  on a p la n ta t io n  n e a r  0a Iv es to n *  h is  
re * e n tra n c e  i n t o  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  Army, h is  f u r th e r  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v ic e  in  T ex as, M s t r a n s f e r  to  U tah as commander 
o f  th e  reg im en t w hich was s ta t io n e d  th e re  a f t e r  an o u tb re a k  
of Mormon h o s t i l i t i e s ,  h is  su b seq u en t t r a n s f e r  to  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
h is  r e s ig n a t io n  from th e  U nited  S ta te s  #rm y in  1861, and 
f i n a l l y  th e  c lo s in g  p a r t  o f h is  c a r e e r ,  when as a g e n e ra l  in  
the  C o n fed e ra te  s e rv ic e  he commanded th e  fo rc e s  in  th e  West# 
ftThere has been  no e f f o r t  t o  make G enera l Jo h n s to n  th e  
c e n t r a l  f ig u r e  o f h is  t im e s ,* th e  a u th o r  s t a t e d  a f t e r  th e  
book was f in i s h e d ^4 and he speaks th e  t r u th #  Such a p la c e ­
ment would h a rd ly  be p o s s ib le ,  f o r  when ev e ry  p o s s ib le  c la im  
to  g re a tn e s s  I s  a llo w ed  G enera l Jo h n s to n , th e  f a c t  rem ains 
th a t  he was a t  no tim e in  h is  c a r e e r  th e  most im p o rtan t 
p erson  on th e  Am erican soene# He was n e a re s t  t o  such  p la c e  
a t  the  B a t t l e  o f S h iloh*  I f  he had n o t been c u t down on t h a t  
f i e l d ,  and i f  a l l  t h a t  was ex p ec ted  o f him by M s adm ire rs  had 
been r e a l i z e d  a f te rw a rd s ,  he would have been in d eed  th e  
c e n t r a l  f ig u r e  o f h is  tim es* I f  th e  b io g ra p h e r  does no t 
a tte m p t t o  p la ce  h is  f a th e r  In  a p o s i t io n  where he does no t 
b e lo n g , he leav es  no doubt as to  h is  e s tim a te  of G enera l 
Jo h n s to n 1s g re a tn e ss*  The ex ten d ed  n a r r a t iv e  i s  an  e la b o ra t io n  
o f th e  a u th o r 1a condensed  a p p r a i s a l .
^ I b id ., p . v i i .
The mmt c a s u a l  r e a d e r  m ust be struck with th e  
d ra m a tic  i n t e r e s t  o f  th o  c a r e e r  o f  a man, who, 
w ith  sm e ll s h a re  o f  w e a lth , p a tro n a g e , o r  
p o l i t i c a l  a r t s ,  f i l l e d  so  la rg e  a sp h e re  by m m  
m oral and i n t e l l e c t u a l  fo rce#  I t  l a  som eth ing  
i n  t h i s  m a te r ia l  ago t o  f in d  a  man a lm o st who! 17 
above th e  a c c id e n ts  o f  fortune# In some re& pects 
he was a  man r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f. h ie  t im e s , h i !  
c o u n try , h i s  -se c tio n  and  M s profession) in  
o th e r s  he s to o d  a p a r t  w ith  an in d iv i d u a l i ty  s o  
marked t h a t  Marcus ;A u re liu s  m ight have r e le a s e d  
h t e  as  s  b r o th e x ^ a io lo ,  o r  the- C h e v a lie r  Hayard 
a s  a  k n ig h t ly  poor# . I n  A lb e r t  S idney  £o£ft&ton*a 
l i f e  he m ing led  i n  many and w m o ra b li  e v e n ts ,  and 
i n  seme o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  he a c te d  the- c h i e f  and 
moat co n sp icu o u s p a r t#  Xu a l l  o f  them , h i s  
countrym en acco u n ted  Mm a fine example of civic 
and m i l i t a r y  v ir tu e s *  M s d e a th  was n o t only' th e  
deco rous and becoming end to a grand l i fe ,  but 
many o f th e  wisest and a b l e s t  leaders believed 
t h a t  i n  h is  f e l l  a  n a t io n a l  trag e d y  c u lm in a te d , 
w hich e v e r  -after dec l in e d  toward i t s  final 
c a ta s tro p h e #  ' Many of the most judicious have 
d e c la re d  th a t  on h is  arm r e s t e d  th e  fortunes of 
th e  C o n fed e ra te  cause#  I t  can n o t be w e ll  t h a t  
su ch  a  f ig u r e  sh o u ld  p ass  i n t o  utter o b liv io n ,*
A ccord ing  t o  th o se  who knew A lb e r t S idney  Jo h n s to n  as  
a  b ey , he d is p la y e d  a t  an  e a r l y  age an  energy  w hich made M a  
an  acknow ledged lo a d e r  anong h is  comrades# "He was f e a r l e s s  
and  im p e tu o u s, b u t k in d ,a f f e c t io n a t e ,  and j u s t )  am enable t o  
re a s o n , d e f e r e n t i a l  t o  age*" His conduct and c h a r a c te r  were 
such  as  g iv e  prom ise o f  the- k ind  o f  man i n t o  w hich he a f t e r ­
wards aev e lo p ed # c As a sc h o o l boy o f f i f t e e n ,  he was q u ie t  
and r e s e rv e d ,  and was a f te rw a rd s  remembared by h is  a s s o c ia te s  
as a y o u th  o f  in f lu e n c e  among th o se  of M s own ago , and a s  
■one who h a b i tu a l ly  in t e r f e r e d  f o r  th e  p r o te c t io n  o f s m a lle r  
and w eaker boys.#''' Aa a s tu d e n t  a t  T ra n sy lv a n ia  C o lle g e , he was
P iU c f , ,  p / v n r = g : -------------------
S lb ld * i  p* 3 •  
t IM IT .,  p .  0 ,
164
th o ro u g h  In  M s work and e x h ib i te d  s p e c ia l  s k i l l  in  
m athem atics*  Having re c e iv e d  an appo in tm en t t o  West P o in t ,  
th ro u g h  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f h is  o ld e s t  b r o th e r ,  S e n a to r  J o s ia h
S* Jo h n s to n  o f L o u is ia n a , he p u rsued  h ia  s tu d ie s  th e re  w ith
d i l ig e n c e  and su c ce ss  $ and a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  te s tim o n y  o f 
h is  c o l le g e  m a te s , en joyed  th e  d ee p es t a f f e c t i o n  and esteem  
o f h is  a s s o c ia te s *  As a c a d e t ,  he was happy In  th e  p r iv i l e g e  
o f s e l e c t in g  f r ie n d s  whose t a s t e s  were co ngen ia l*  Leonidas 
F o lk , o f T en n essee , su b se q u e n tly  B ishop of L o u is ia n a , and a 
l i e u te n a n t - g e n e r a l  in  th e  C o n fed e ra te  s e r v ic e ,  was h is  room­
mate and in t im a te  f r ie n d *  Among h is  o th e r  c lo s e  f r ie n d s
I  iitore J e f f e r s o n  Davis and K obert A nderson, th e  l a t t e r  o f whom
I (
was a f te rw a rd s  famous f o r  h is  d efen se  of F o rt Sumter#
Soon a f t e r  h is  g ra d u a tio n , when he was v i s i t i n g  in  
W ashington, in  th e  home o f h is  b r o th e r ,  S e n a to r  Jo h n s to n , and 
h is  a t t r a c t i v e  w if e ,  th e  young l ie u te n a n t  was o f fe re d  a p la c e  
as a id e-d e-cam p  o f G en era l W in fie ld  S c o t t ,  b u t d e c lin e d  th e  
o f f e r ,  p r e f e r r in g  to  e n t e r  upon th e  more rugged d u tie s  o f  h is  
chosen c a r e e r  w ith  th e  hope o f owing h ia  advancem ent to  h ia  
own m erlj^prious s e rv ic e *  L ie u te n a n t Jo h n sto n  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  
h ia  d e c is io n  o ffen d ed  G en e ra l S c o t t ,  and caused  him a f te rw a rd s  
to  be p re ju d ic e d  a g a in s t  th e  younger man and opposed to  h ia  
advancem ent in  m i l i t a r y  rank-#*’® However, t h i s  Independence of
§ Ib id * . p# B.
- " Ib id * ,  pp# 11-14 .
^ I b l d ”̂  p . 17*
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s p i r i t  and r e lu c ta n c e  t o  owe any advan tage  t o  fa v o r  co n tin u e d  
to  c h a r a c te r i z e  Jo h n s to n  th ro u g h o u t h is  l i f e *  F or exam ple, 
when he went to  jo in  th e  Texans in  t h e i r  s t r u g g le  f o r  
independence abou t two y e a rs  a f t e r  h is  r e s ig n a t io n  from th e  
U n ited  S ta te s  &rmy in  1834, he made no use  of th e  te s t im o n ia ls  
co n c e rn in g  h is  p e r s o n a l  w o rth  and m i l i t a r y  a b i l i t y ,  w hich had 
been w r i t t e n  by p erso n s o f d i s t i n c t i o n  to  th e  le a d in g  men of 
T ex as, b u t e n l i s t e d  as a p r iv a te  in  th e  ranks However, 
h is  m e r i t  was d isc o v e re d  a lm o st Im m ed ia te ly , and he was g iven  
th e  p o s i t io n  o f a d ju ta n t  -‘g e n e ra l**’2
C lo se ly  bound up w ith  t h i s  q u a l i ty  o f G en era l Jo h n s to n  
was h is  unw avering  p r a c t i c e  o f p u t t in g  a s id e  c o n s id e ra t io n s  o f 
p e rs o n a l advan tage  when th e y  were in  c o n f l i c t  w ith  h is  con­
v ic t io n s #  The b e s t  example concerns th e  most Im portan t 
d e c is io n  o f h is  c a r e e r ,  when he was commander o f th e  Departm ent 
o f  C a l i f o r n ia  in  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f 1861# Upon le a rn in g  th a t  
Texas had seced ed  from  th e  U nion, he r e s ig n e d  h is  com m ission, 
a lth o u g h  he s to o d  h ig h  in  th e  s e r v ic e ,  depended upon h is  army 
Income f o r  th e  su p p o rt o f h im se lf  and h is  fa m ily , and had 
b e fo re  him th e  a t t r a c t i v e  p ro s p e c t o f g lo r io u s  p o s i t io n ,  i f  
he co n tin u ed  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  &rmy# He was n o t th e  owner 
o f  a la rg e  e s t a t e  n o r a la rg e  s la v e - h o ld e r ;  th e r e f o r e ,  h la
conduct was f r e e  from im p u ta tio n  o f p e rs o n a l f i n a n c i a l
• ?
advantage# How Im p o rtan t h is  p o s i t io n  would have been  in  th e  
Union s e rv ic e  i s  in d ic a te d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  accoun t of a b r i e f
f o b l d . . p p . 69 -70 .
^ I b l f l . ,  p . 7 2 .
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p o r tio n  o f  th e  co n fe re n c e  which o ccu rred  betw een him and
G eneral i£# V* Uumner, who came to  r e l i e v e  him o f h ia  command:
G en e ra l Jo h n s to n  m entioned th e  f a c t s  o f  h is  
r e s ig n a t io n  to  G en era l Sumner, who th e n  s a id :
" G e n e ra l, I  w ish  you would re c o n s id e r  and r e ­
c a l l  you r r e s ig n a t io n .  G en era l H oott bade me 
say  to  you t h a t  he w ished you f o r  a c t iv e  
s e rv ic e  and t h a t  you shou ld  be on ly  second to  
h im s e lf • " G en era l Jo h n s to n  r e p l i e d ,  MI  thank  
G en era l u o o t t  f o r  h i s  o p in io n  o f me, b u t n o th in g  
can change my d e te rm in a t io n .* 2$
T here were o th e r  c o n s id e ra t io n s  w hich m ight have in f lu e n c e d  
a p e rso n  l e s s  f irm  in  h is  c o n v ic tio n s#  A fte r  he re s ig n e d  h is  
c o m is s io n  and was w a it in g  to  be r e l ie v e d  o f h is  command, a 
rumor sp ran g  up t h a t  he was th e  c h ie f  member o f  a body o f  prom i­
n en t c o n s p ir a to r s  who were p l o t t i n g  to  s e iz e  th e  U nited  s t a t e s  
a r s e n a l ,  d i s t r i b u t e  th e  arms to  t h e i r  p a r t i s a n s ,  and hand o ver 
th e  H ta te  o f  C a l i f o r n ia  to  th e  S o u th ern  C o n fe d e ra c y # ^  T h is  
r e p o r t  was g iv en  v*ide c i r c u l a t i o n  by some o f th e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  
p a r ty  jo u r n a l s ,  w hich e la b o ra te d  th e  supposed c irc u m sta n ces  In  
h ig h ly  d ram a tic  f a s h i o n . G e n e r a l  Jo h n sto n  had s tro n g  f r ie n d s  
among th e  im p o rtan t p e rso n s  connected  w ith  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  
and th e s e  a tte m p ted  to  r e p a i r  th e  in ju ry  which had been don© 
him# G enera l v ico tt s e n t him th e  s t r o n g e s t  a ssu ra n c e  o f f r i e n d ­
s h ip ,  and P re s id e n t  L in co ln  w ished to  make him a m a jo r -g e n e ra l .* 6 
By resum ing h is  p la c e  in  th e  U nited  d t a t e s  s e r v ic e ,  he could  
have s e t  a t  r e s t  th e  im p u ta tio n s  a f f e c t in g  h la  honor. However,
n e i th e r  t h i s  p ro s p e c t n o r  th e  a l lu re m e n ts  h e ld  out to  him 
had any w e ig h t* BFrom th e  moment Texas s e c e d e d ,"  h la  
b io g ra p h e r  w r i t e s ,  " h is  purpose was f ix e d ,  no lo n g e r  to  
b e a r  arms f o r  a governm ent o f  w hich  she was n o t a member#” 1^ 
T here was a n o th e r  f a c t o r  co n n ec ted  w ith  G enera l 
Johnston*a d e c is io n ^  tfhlch must have added g r e a t ly  to  M s 
pain#  The widow Ox h is  deceased  e ld e r  b r o th e r ,  S e n a to r  
J o s ia h  S , Jo h n s to n , always reg a rd ed  h e r  s o ld i e r  b r o th e r - i n -  
law w ith  a te n d e r  and a f f e c t io n a t e  esteem * A f te r  th e  d e a th  
o f  h e r  h u ib a n d , she  had m a rried  th e  H onorable Henry B*
G ilp in ,  a t to rn e y -g e n e r a l  i n  P re s id e n t Van S u ren 1a C a b in e t ,1®
b u t h e r  s i s t e r l y  f e e l in g  f o r  A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n sto n  was
1
a
su s ta in e d ^ th ro u g h  th e  y e a rs*  She was in te n s e ly  devo ted  to
th e  U nion) and when she le a rn e d  th a t  he had been su p ersed ed{
in  h is  command she w rote in  warmly sy m p a th e tic  te rm s , a s s u re d  
him t h a t  i n f l u e n t i a l  p erso n s in  W ashington would see  t h a t  f u l l  
j u s t i c e  was done, and rem ind ing  Mm o f h ia  b ro th e r* a  e x a l te d  
p a t r io t i s m  and love  f o r  tho  U nion, im p lo red  him no t r e s ig n  M s 
co m m issio n * ^  G enera l Johnston*a re p ly  was of th e  same tone 
as h is  s i s t e r - i n - l a w * s  l e t t e r *  In  language t h a t  b re a th e d  h ia  
a f f e c t io n a te  a p p re c ia t io n  o f h e r ,  he re v e a le d  how d eep ly  h is  
honor had been to u c h ed , how much ho a p p re c ia te d  th e  co n fid en ce  
and lo y a l ty  o f h is  f r i e n d s ,  and how sad  he was because of th e  
s t a t e  o f th e  coun try*  His a t t i t u d e  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  c r i s i s  
I s  s t a t e d  in  a b r i e f  p a rag rap h  n e a r  th e  end*
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I  do n o t d e s ih e  o v e r  a g a in  to  h o ld  an 
o f f i c e .  No one co u ld  f e e l  more s e n s ib ly  th e  
ca la m ito u s  c o n d i t io n  o f o u r c o u n try  th an  my­
s e l f  3 an d , w hatever p a r t  X may tak e  h e r e a f t e r ,  
i t  w i l l  alw ays be a s u b je c t  o f  g r a tu la t lo n  
w ith  me t h a t  no a c t  o flm ine e v e r  c o n tr ib u te d  
t o  b r in g  i t  about*  X suppose the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
now w i l l  o n ly  be a d ju s te d  by th e  sword* In  my 
humble judgm ent t h a t  was n o t th e  remedy***®
The d isap p o in tm en t o f h is  s i s t e r - i n - l a w  d id  n o t le s s e n
h e r  esteem  f o r  him , as th e  sen tim en t c o n ta in e d  in  a l e t t e r
w r i t te n  J u ly  12 , 1861, to  W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n , w i l l
in d ic a t e :
I  t r u l y  g r ie v e  f o r  th e  n e c e s s i ty  of you r 
f a t h e r , s re s ig n a tio n *  S t i l l ,  X canno t blame 
him . He has alw ays been th e  s o u l o f  honor; and 
so  he w i l l  b e , in  my e s t im a t io n ,  w h ile  I  live.®**
*Yeaws a f te r w a r d ,” w r i te s  th e  so n , f,th e se  se n tim e n ts
* „pp
were r e i t e r a t e d  by th e  tre m b lin g  hand o f a g e .”
G en e ra l J o h n s to n 1s h ig h  sen se  o f honor le d  him, a t  l e a s t  
once in  h is  l i f e ,  to  fo llo w  a l in e  o f  conduct which he d o u b t­
le s s  would have av o id ed , had i t  been p o s s ib le  to  do so  w ith o u t 
damage to  th e  m orale o f th e  army to  which he had been a s s ig n e d  
as commander. In  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  of 1837, a c ircu m stan ce  
a ro se  In  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  h is  s e rv ic e  to  th e  Texas r e p u b l ic ,  
w hich r e s u l t e d  in  a p i s t o l  d u e l betw een him and a n o th e r  com­
manding o f f ic e r *  I n  t h i s  e n c o u n te r  G en era l Jo h n sto n  was 
s e r io u s ly  wounded, and th e  In ju ry  which he re c e iv e d  was a
f ° I b l d . . p . 274.
g^Mrs» Henry D* G ilp in  to  W. P . Jo h n s to n , in  i b i d . ,  p. 274* 
W. P. Jo h n s to n , A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n s to n , p* 274.
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source o f isuoh s u ffe r in g  fo r  s e v e r a l years and proved a groat 
handicap in  th e  performance o f  h is  d u ties*  The cause o f the 
a f f a i r  was th e  appointment o f  Johnston as senlor*»brlgadler  
general* which p laced , him above F e lix  Bust on* m  am bitious  
lawyer and p o l i t ic ia n *  who had brought a co n tin g en t o f  
v o lu n teers  to  Texas a f t e r  the combats o f  the re v o lu tio n  had 
been fought* ami* who through h is  p o p u la r ity  w ith  the so ld ier®  
had gained the oomminsl o f  the away*® On the day th a t General 
Johnston a rr iv ed  a t camp* G eneral Huston addressed a l e t t e r  to  
him* ex p ress in g  h is  re sp e c t  and esteem  fo r  the o f f i c e r  whose 
appointment bad consigned  him to  second place* but s ta t in g  th a t  
the circum stances connected w ith  h is  own demotion made i t  
n ecessary  fo r  him to  tender a ch a llen g e* 3̂  Although General 
Johnston had had noth ing to  do w ith  h is  own appointment* and 
although he had l i t t l e  re sp ec t fo r  the p ra c tice  o f d u e llin g *  
be accep ted  the ch a llenge*  b e lie v in g  th at the s a fe ty  of the  
rep u b lic  depended upon the e f f ic ie n c y  o f the army* and th a t  
the la w le ss  s p i r i t  in  the army* which General Huston embodied* 
must bo co n tro lled *  t on i f  h is  own l i f e  was imperilled*®^* Also* 
in  spit©  o f  the fact,, th a t Johnston know that Huston was a 
s k i l l e d  p i s t o l  shot* and lie h im se lf was not* he so loo ted  p i s t o l s
fo r  the encounter when the ch o ice  of rapier® would have im­
proved b is  chances w ith  h is  adversary*
^ I b l d . ,  p p . 7 5 -7 0 .
^ f e l i x  Huston t o  A* 3* Johnston*  Feb* 4 , 1827, in  i b i d , , p . 76 ,
P# Johnston*  A lb e r t  S idney Johnaton* p* 0 0 .
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In  the d u el which took p la ce  on the morning o f February £># 
1837# th e aay  fo llo w in g  the ch a llen ge*  G eneral John® I on re*  
ce lv ed  a dangerous wound# and fo r  weeks la y  a t the p o in t o f  
death* However# the r e s u lt s  which he a n tic ip a te d  from tine 
encounter were r e a lise d *  The sentim ent o f the army unde w e n t  
a re v o lu tio n  in  h is  favor; ana Huston# g r e a tly  chastened by 
the in ju ry  which ha had don© h is  b r o th e r -o ff ic e r #  a cted  In good 
f a i t h  as a subordinate o f f i c e r  during the b r ie f  time th a t he 
remained in  the are^r*2^
General Johns ton* s  a t t itu d e  toward Huston a f t e r  the duel 
re v ea ls  a s p i r i t  which was c h a r a c te r is t ic  o f  him* He f e l t  no 
resentm ent toward hia adversary; ana when he lay  In  pain# w ith  
the surgeons b e lie v in g  th at h is  wound would prove mortal# he 
d irec ted  h is  sorrow ing and r e s e n t fu l second to  y ie ld  obedience  
to  G eneral Huston# and not to  promote a s p i r i t  o f  inaubortii*  
n a t io n . 27
His biographer records the fo llo w in g  r e c o l le c t io n  connected  
w ith  the a f f a ir s
I remember, when I we a a l i t t l e  boy# asking my fa th e r  
" If he d id  not hate i e l i x  Huston*" lie rep lied #  "Mo," 
and then I asked him what he would do i f  ho war© to  
meet him then# lie laughed, and answered# amusedly#
"As bo woulu be a stron ger here# X would ask b in  to  
d in n er . " X thought a good aog l before X could  recon­
c i l e  i t  to  ty  sense o f r ig h t
Tbs s p ir i t  ex h ib ited  by Goner©1 Johnston In the try in g  
circum stances Just recorded i s  in  keeping w ith  the n atu ra l
2® Ib lti .. pp. 7G-7G.
p. 7 6 .
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k in d lin e ss  o f  h is  n a tu re , which' m anifested  i t s e l f  throughout 
h is  l i f e ,  Hia son w r ite s  th at h© r e c a lle d  many le sso n s from 
hia fa th e r  th a t a man has no r ig h t  to  i n f l i c t  unnecessary  
pain upon any cr e a tu r e , and th at he would h a b itu a lly  turn  
asid e  from tread in g  upon a worm in  h is  path; but he adds th at  
"there was no morbid se n t im e n ta lity  in  t h i s ,  as he enjoyed  
f i e l d  sp o rts  moderately*"*2®
Reference has a lread y been made to  General Johnston*s 
u n w illin g n ess to  advance h im se lf  through the in flu en ce  of h is  
fr ien d s*  Hot only was i t  true th a t he deaired  to  advance 
s o le ly  by h is  m e r it , but i t  was true a ls o  th at h is  am bition  
fo r  a s u c c e s s fu l  p ub lic  career  was confined  to  the m ilita r y  
f i e l d ,  the p ro fe ss io n  fo r  which h is  education  and experience  
had f i t t e d  him, and fo r  which he b e lie v ed  h im se lf q u a lified *  
During the Mexican war he once to ld  h is  e ld e s t  son , "There i s  
one th in g  I  know I  can doj I am competent to  command troop s*ŵ  
Unlike many m ilita r y  men, he shrank from the idea of u sin g  hia  
m ilita r y  rep u ta tio n  as a means o f a t ta in in g  h igh  p o l i t i c a l  
p o sitio n *  During h is  career as commander of the Texas army, 
he was urged by many fr ie n d s  to  allow  h im se lf to  be nominated 
fo r  the presidency o f the young re p u b lic , but s t e a d fa s t ly  re~ 
fused*^ i Some twenty years la t e r ,  w hile he was in  command of 
the a nay in  Utah, a number of prominent c i t iz e n s  of the West
JmiMsL., p . 8 .
5Plt> ld . . p . 550, 
I b i d . . p . 90.
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w ished  to  have h i s  name in tro d u c e d  in to  th e  cam paign f o r  
P re s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s*  To one o f  th e se  he w ro te 
t h a t  he had  no a m b itio n  f o r  th e  h ig h  p la c e ;  11 o r ,  I  m ight 
b e t t e r  s a y , I  have no t a s t e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  l l f e . " 3^ W ritin g  
to  h i s  son  on th e  same s u b je c t ,  he s t a t e d  h is  p o s i t io n  a 
l i t t l e  more fu lly x
My f r i e n d s ,  some o f  them , i n  th e  S ta t e s ,  say  
t h a t  a  g l i t t e r i n g  p r i s e  i s  w ith in  g ra s p , in  t h e i r  
o p in io n . I f  I  had  you to  w r i te  my answ er, d e c l in ­
in g  th e  p r e f e r r e d  h o n o r, i f  by any chance i t  sh o u ld  
be o f f e r e d ,  I  c o u ld , by d is p la y in g  th e  f o l l y  o f  o u r 
p eo p le  In  s e le c t in g  men f o r  p u b lic  o f f i c e  w ith o u t 
any re g a rd  to  t h e i r  f i t n e s s  by e d u c a tio n  and t r a i n ­
in g  f o r  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  d u t ie s  th ey  a r e  c a l l e d  on to  
p e rfo rm , more e n t i t l e  m yse lf to  t h e i r  good o p in io n  
th a n  by a c c e p tin g . My e d u c a tio n , t a s t e ,  and my 
a m b itio n , I f  I  have an y , would f in d  n o th in g  con­
g e n ia l  In  th e  perform ance o f th e  d u t ie s  o f  a c i v i l  
o f f i c e .  I f  su ccess  were c e r t a i n ,  I  s t i l l  have honor 
and p a t r io t i s m  enough to  say  t h a t  th e re  a r e  o th e rs  
much more cap ab le  and more f i t  f o r  th e  s t a t i o n  who 
ough t to  have precedence.® ®
The o n ly  c i v i l  o f f i c e  w hich G eneral Jo h n sto n  h e ld  d u rin g  
h i s  long  c a re e r  was an im p o rta n t and d i f f i c u l t  p o s t  d i r e c t l y  
co n n ec ted  w ith  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s .  When M Irabeau B. Lamar was 
in a u g u ra te d  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  R epub lic  o f  Texas in  December,
1830, he s e le c te d  Jo h n sto n  a s  h i s  S e c re ta ry  o f War. T his 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  he a c c e p te d  because th e  a f f a i r s  o f  Texas were In  
a c r i t i c a l  c o n d i t io n  from  th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  m i l i t a r y  d e fe n s e , 
and he hoped to  o rg a n ise  an  e f f i c i e n t  arm y, a t  th e  head o f  w hich 
he knew P re s id e n t  Lamar would p la c e  him i f  th e  tro o p s  w ent In to
32I b l d . ,  p . 244.
®®A. S. Jo h n s to n  to  W. p . Jo h n s to n , In  I b id . , p . 245.
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action  against Mexico# General Johnston he la  th is  poet fo r 
more than a year# and resigned .in  the early  part o r 1840# 
a l te r  I t  became evident tha t the objectives which he had in  
mind would not be re a lis e d * ^
Among the many v irtues w ith which Albert Sidney Johnston 
was endowed was th a t ol Intense loyalty* The sorrow which 
a l l l ic te d  him a t the prospect o l the breaking up ol the Union 
has already been noted* lie was strongly Unionist In reeling# 
but also  strongly  Southern; and h is decision to  resign from 
the Unitea S tates Army when the Southern states#  p a rticu la rly  
Texas# withdrew from the Union was based upon the conviction 
th a t the highest claims upon Ms loyalty  were those of bis 
s ta te ,  whose rig h ts  under the C onstitu tion ho believed v io lated  
by the Borth* Ms ; oaltldn# as s ta ted  in  the biography# was 
as follows:
But# devoted as General Johnston was to  tins 
Union# he could not forget tha t he was a lso  the 
c itle e n  of a Otafee# To Texas to tod sworn 
a lleg iance; his e s ta te  and .hia to s t  years tod 
been spent in  shielding to r ;  to had aided to  
merge to r  autonomy and to  lim it to r  independent 
sovereignty by annexation# and to  knew th a t when 
she entered the Union i t  was to  treaty* as an 
OQual* and tha t the <J o n stitu tlo n  1was tEwHBonu to  
wSTcn she had consented* She tod performed to r  
covenant fa ith fu lly ;  i t  was the North by which 
i t  tod been trampled in to  the dust* She tod# 
therefore# the rig h t to  renounce the broken con­
tract#  or to  try  to  enforce it#  a® ah© deemed 
most expedient# I f  she elected to secure to r  
l ib e r t ie s  by withdrawing frcaa a Union In which 
they were assailed# to r  action would b© Ju stif ied  
by e ith e r  the le t te r  of the bona# or by the 
"Inalienable right#" so the toolaretIon of Indo-
p* J o h n s to n #  A lb e r t  d ld n o y  J o h n s t o n * p* 120*
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pen&enoe haa i t ,  of a people to  choose th e ir  
own form of government* I t  was an ac t of 
sovereignty* fo r which the S tats was raspon* 
a ib le  to  what over other community should 
choose to  dispute it}  but not to  i t s  own 
c itizen s  who wore bound to  adhere to It the 
nor® closely  I t  was endangered# 3$
The qua lity  of loyalty  '-<hioh he manifested In following
the fortunes of h is adopted state* and which he exhibited In
his re la tio n s  to  the governments he served* mm equally
apparent in  his re la tionsh ips with persons associated with
hiss# Perhaps the most notable example is  one of generous
support given by him to  dene re la John B* Floyd and 0# «X«
Pillow* a f te r  the fa ll  of Fort bone la on# these officers were
In command of this last defense between the advancing Federal
army end the city of Haahvllle* tonnes see} and finding that
th e ir  a ray must surrender to General Grant* they turned over
the ooumsanG to  General S. B« Buckner* and escaped capture with
a small portion of th e ir  command# & b la s t of accusation and
fury from the te r r i f ie d  c itizen s  of Tennessee followed* fa 11-
ing most heavily upon these officers and their superior*
General Johnston**57 Johnston received Floyd and Pillow with
utmost kinuness a f te r  th e ir  escape} and to  his aide-de-camp*
ha expressed the In tention  of sustaining than# However* in
sp ite  of his favorable attitude* they were suspended from
38command by th e  J a r  Bepartm ent#
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The l o y a l t y  w h ich  G en era l J o h n sto n  g e n e r o u s ly  gave t o  
o th e r s  was g iv e n  by h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  t o  him* A f t e r  th e  f a l l  
o f  f o r t  Henry and F o rt Done I s  on # he was c o m p elled  t o  r e t r e a t  
southw ard and abandon N a s h v i l le  t o  th e  F ed era l* *  His rep u ­
t a t i o n  a s  a commander was a s s a i l e d  v ig o r o u s ly  and v o c i f e r o u s ly  
by p e r so n s  o f  im p ortan ce  who demanded h is  r e m o v a l . D u r i n g  
t h i s  c r i t i c a l  p e r io d , th o s e  person a  who knew him b e s t  were 
unw avering in  t h e i r  su p p o rt and en cou raged  him w ith  e x ­
p r e s s io n s  o f  f u l l e s t  c o n f id e n c e .  &hen a d e le g a t io n  Of S e n a to r s  
and R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  from  ofenneasee demanded o f  J e f f e r s o n  D avis  
th a t  J o h n sto n  be r e m o v e d ,\c h a r g in g  t h a t  he was wno g e n e r a l ,”
■j
th e  P r e s id e n t  r e p l i e d :  ’’G en tlem en , I  know S id n ey  J o h n sto n
w e l l .  I f  he I s  n o t a g e n e r a l ,  we had b e t t e r  g iv e  up th e  w ar, 
f o r  w© have no g e n e r a l .”^  B ecau se o f  th e  trem endous fo r c e  o f  
th e  a t t a c k  l e v e le d  a t  J o h n sto n , a l l  o f  P r e s id e n t 1 D avis * power 
was r e q u ir e d  t o  r e t a in  th e  G en era l In  h is  p o s i t i o n .  H owever, 
he s t e a d f a s t l y  su p p o rted  him , g iv in g  him n ot o n ly  h is  m oral 
su p p o r t , b u t o r d e r in g  B ragg’ s a m y  from th e G u lf c o a s t  t o  
r e in f o r c e  h i m .^  Nor d id  G en era l J o h n sto n  a t  th a t  tim e la c k  
l o y a l  su p p ort from  th o s e  In  h ia  army who came in t o  Im m ediate  
c o n ta c t  w ith  h im . Among t h i s  number were th e  K en tu ck ian s and 
th e  Texas R an gers. The commander o f  th e  l a t t e r  f o r c e ,  C o lo n e l  
John A . W harton, w rote  h i s  c h ie f  in  th e  f o l lo w in g  la n g u a g e ,
a ? I b ld . ,  p p . 4 9 6 , 5 1 1 -6 1 4 .  
4 °Ib T a . , p .  4 9 6 .
41I b ld . ,  pp. 512-513..
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* * « t u n d er p r e s e n t  c ir c u m s ta n c e s , X f e e l  I t  n o t In a p p r o p r ia te  
t o  sa y  t h a t  X r eg a r d  you  a s  th e  b e s t  s o l d i e r  i n  A m erica , and  
th a t  X d e s ir e  t o  f i g h t  under no o th e r  le a d e r s h ip ,  and th a t  
su c h  i s  th e  f e e l i n g  o f  th e  T exas Hangars* L ik e w is e , a 
l e t t e r  from  G en era l H obart K* L e e , who had se r v e d  under  
J o h n sto n  a s l i e u t e n a n t - c o l o n e l  o f  a reg im en t s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
b e fo r e  th e  C i v i l  War, e x p r e s s e d  th e  warm est sym pathy f o r  h is  
f r ie n d  and th e  f u l l e s t  c o n f id e n c e  in  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  win th e
a%
b a t t l e  w h ich  was so o n  t o  be fo u g h t*
In  th e  m id^t o f  th e  storm  o f  c r i t i c i s m  w h ich  broke upon  
G en era l J o h n sto n , he m a n ife s te d  rem arkable s e l f - c o n t r o l  and“
u n d e r s ta n d in g . He in d u lg e d  in  no e x c u se s  o r  r e c r im in a t io n s ,
b u t gave h is  a t t e n t io n  t o  a c o u r se  o f  a c t io n  by w hich  h© hoped  
to  r e c t i f y  th e  damage w h ich  had been done* A n t ic ip a t in g  th e  
f u r o r  th a t  w ould f o l lo w  h is  abandonment o f  H a a h v il le ,  he d e ­
c la r e d  t o  h is  f r ie n d  and a id e ,  C o lo n e l Muiuford , f,The clam or o f  
today  i s  c o n v e r te d  i n t o  th e  p r a is e s  o f  tomorrow by © sim p le  
s u c c e s s *  A l l  I  r e q u ir e  t o  r e c t i f y  th a t  i s  t o  g e t  In  p o s i t i o n  
where I  ca n  f i g h t  a b a t t l e ,  and I  th in k  a l l  w i l l  be w e l l* ”^
In  a long  l e t t e r  t o  h is  f r i e n d ,  P r e s id e n t  D a v is , he gave 
in  d e t a i l  th e  c ir c u m sta n c e s  le a d in g  up t o  th e  c a la m it ie s  w hich  
had o c c u rre d  In  T e n n e ss e e , and co n c lu d ed  w ith  a d e c la r a t io n  
which r e v e a ls  th e  f a ir n e s s  o f  h is  a t t i t u d e  w ith  reg a rd  t o  hi® 
S i tu a t io n :  pTh© t e s t  o f  m e r it  in  my p r o fe s s io n  w ith  th e
X b id * , p* 514*
4 3 g # E*, Lee t o  A. S . J o h n sto n , In  i b i d #,  pp# £51-562*  
^W* P* J o h n sto n , A lb e r t  S id n ey  J o h n sto n * p . 491*
197
peo p le  l a  su ccess*  I t  l a  a h a rd  ru le *  b u t I  th in k  i t  r ig h t*
The sens® o f f a i r n e s s  re v e a le d  In  t h i s  e x p re s s io n  wm  
d is p la y e d  a l s o  by G en e ra l Jo h n s to n  In  a p ro p o sa l wkloh ho made 
to G en era l B eauregard  J u s t  a f t e r  th e  fo rc e s  o f  th e  two com** 
menders baa  boon u n i te d  I n  p re p a ra tio n , f o r  th e  g re a t  b a t t l e  
w hich was fo u g h t a t  B biloh# a - s ta te m e n t o f  i t  I s  c o n ta in e d  in  
a l a t t e r  whioh G en era l B eauregard  w rote t o  Johnston*a son  and 
b io g ra p h e r :
when Oenex*al Jo h n s to n  f i r s t  met me a t  C orin th*  
ha proposed* a f t e r  o u r s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  had r e t i r e d *  
to  tu r n  over th e  command o f  th e  U nited  fo rc e s  to  me j 
b u t  1 p o s i t iv e l y  d e c lin e d *  Gn h is  acco u n t and t h a t  
o f  tb s  * esuse%  t e l l i n g  him th a t  X hod corns t o  
a s s i s t .  n o t t o  su p e rse d e  him* and o f f e r in g  to  g iv e  
him Mil th e  a s s i s ta n c e  in  my power# be th en  con* 
e lu d ed  t o  rem ain In  oosmaa&d*.ftXt was one o f  th e  m ost 
a f f e c t in g  a canes o f  my l i f e **0
The b io g ra p h e r  e x p la in s  th e  p ro p o sa l i n  th e  fo llo w in g  
s ta te m e n t:
G en e ra l Jo h n sto n  f e l t  c o n s tra in e d  to  make t h i s  
o f fe r*  because he had b ro u g h t w ith  Mm th e  s m a lle r  
f r a c t i o n  of. th e  u n i te d  fo rc e s*  and ha mm on a 
f i e l d  th a t  he had s e t  o p a r t  f o r  B eauregard*s con­
t r o l#  T hat o f f i c e r  haa been  f o r  ea rn  tim e on th e  
ground* and he was u n w ill in g  t h a t  a  s u b o rd in a te  
sh o u ld  s u f f e r  by M s a r r iv a l*  Be would make any 
s a c r i f i c e  h im se lf  r a th e r  th an  ta k e  on® l a u r e l  from 
th e  brow o f a f e l lc a ^ s © Id le r# * '
'fbe a u th o r  s ta te s *  however* th a t  G en e ra l Jo h n s to n  In  making 
t h i s  o f f e r  had no th o u g h t o f  s h i f t i n g  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty *  wXt was 
h is  w ish  to  g iv e  G enera l B eauregard  th e  command o f  th e  tro o p s
3* Jo h n sto n  to  ^av is*  Mar# 18* 1862* in  i b i d ** p* 521* 
^ B e a u re g a rd  to  *v* P* Johnston*  in  I b i d** p# 549# 
j*  f  * Johnston*  A lb e r t  B idney Johfruton* p# 650#
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i n  th e  f i e l d ,  w hich would have se c u re d  to  th a t  o f f i c e r  what?- 
e v e r  o f g lo ry  m ight be won a t  S h i lo h ;  b u t i t  was in  no w ise 
h ia  I n te n t io n  t o  a b d ic a te  th e  supreme command, o r  th e  s u p e r in te n ­
dence o f th e  a f f a i r s  In  th e  management o f  th e  departm ent o r
th e  movements o f th e  army*
The b io g ra p h e r  r e c a l l s  a l s o  a s im i la r  a c t  o f m agnanim ity 
on th e  p a r t  o f  h ia  f a t h e r ,  w hich o cc u rred  e a r l i e r  in  h is  l i f e *
A somewhat analogous ca se  in  M s c a r e e r  o cc u rred  
a t  th e  b a t t l e  o f  th e  K eches, in  1039* & hile 
S e c re ta ry  o f  ftar o f T exas, he a t te n d e d  M s su b o r­
d in a te  on th e  f i e l d ,  gave Mra th e  b e n e f i t  o f M s
m i l i t a r y  e x p e r ie n c e , and th e n  re c e iv e d  from  M s
hand th e  r e p o r t  o f th e  combat*"***
The S tro n g  d e te rm in a tio n  w hich c h a ra c te r iz e d  G eneral
Jo h n sto n  wds a t  no p o in t  in  h is  l i f e  more marked th a n  d u rin g
f
th e  tim e im m edia te ly  p rece d in g  th e  g r e a t  b a t t l e  in  w hich he 
was k i l l e d !  Upon two m a tte rs  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  c o n f l i c t  ha 
was f u l l y  determ ined*  th a t  th e  b a t t l e  sh o u ld  b© fo u g h t as soon 
as th e  opposing arm ies were in  p o s i t io n  t o  engage each  o th e r ;  
and th a t  M s army sh o u ld  ach iev e  th e  v ic to ry *  G enera l Bragg 
r e l a t e s  t h a t  i n  th e  co n fe ren ce  which G enera l Jo h n s to n  had w ith  
M s su b o rd in a te  g e n e ra ls  on the  a f te rn o o n  p rece d in g  th e  b a t t l e ,  
G en era l B eauregard  u rg ed  a change of program , b u t th e  commander 
was r e s o lu te  in  M s d e te rm in a tio n *  in  a subsequen t co n fe ren ce  




dawn th e  n e x t day , A p r i l  6 ,  B eauregard  ©gain e x p re s se d  h ia  
d i s s e n t ,  b u t Jo h n s to n  co n tln u ed  f i r m ,  and by h ia  c o o ln e s s ,
i t i n
con fidanc® , and d e te rm in a tio n  in s p i r e d  h is  s u b o r d in a te s # ^  
G en e ra l i i l l i a m  f r e s to n  r e l a t e s  t h a t  fo llo w in g  on© o r th s  
c o n fe ren c e s  on A p r i l  5 , Jo h n s to n  had  s a id  t o  him , nl  would 
f i g h t  th e n  i f  th e y  were a m illio n #  They can  p re s e n t  no 
g r e a t e r  f r o n t  betw een th e se  two o reek s th a n  w© ©an; and th e  
more m n  th e y  crowd in  th e r e ,  th e  worse we can make i t  f o r
th e a # ^ !
Testim ony from  o th e rs  ap p ears  i n  th e  b io g rap h y , i n d i ­
c a t in g  th e  same r e s o lu te  a t t i t u d e  on th e  p a r t  o f th e  com­
m ander, and r e v e a l in g  a l s o  th e  f u l l e s t  co n cu rren ce  on th e  
p a r t  o f  a l l  o f h is  s u b o rd in a te s ,  ex c ep t h is  second in  oom nand#^ 
On th e  m orning o f th e  b a t t l e  G en era l Jo h n sto n * s s p i r i t  
took  on an  e x u l ta n t  c h a r a c te r ,  which an im ated  M s b e in g  and 
in s p i r e d  h is  fo llo w e rs  w ith  an  eag e rn ess  f o r  th e  a n t i c ip a te d  
v ic to ry #  The n a tu re  o f  h ia  f e e l in g  and conduct i s  In d ic a te d  
in  th e  fo llo w in g  p a ssa g e i
The n a t iv e  buoyancy of G en era l Johnston*® s e l f -  
re p re s s e d  tem per broke I t s  b a r r i e r s  a t  th e  p ro sp e c t 
o f  th a t  s t r u g g le  w hich sh o u ld  s e t t l e  f o r  a l l  t i n e  by 
th e  a rb itra m e n t o f arms th e  d is p u te  as to  h is  own 
m i l i t a r y  a b i l i t y  ana s k i l l  and th e  f a te  o f  th e  Con­
f e d e r a te  cau se  in  th e  'Jest#  He knew th e  hassard; b u t 
he knew to o ,  t h a t  he had dene a l l  t h a t  f o r e e ig h t ,  
f o r t i t u d e ,  e n e rg y , and s t r a t e g y ,  co u ld  aooor T is h  to  
se c u re  a v i c to r y ,  and h© welcomed w ith  e x u l ta n t  joy
gPlbld, . p p . 668-56S. 
gir o g . ,  p. see.
±122** PP* 667-571 .
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th e  day th a t  was ab o u t to  d ec id e  n o t on ly  th e se  
g r e a t  q u e s t io n s ,  b u t f o r  h is  a l l  q u e s t io n s ,  
s o lv in g  th e  m y s te r ie s  o f  l i f e  and death*  Men 
who came w ith in  h is  in f lu e n c e  on th e  b a t t l e  f i e l d  
f e l t  and co n fe ssed  th e  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f h is  p r e ­
se n c e , h i s  m anner, and h is  w ords. As he gave h is  
o rd e rs  in  t e r s e  s e n te n c e s ,  ©very word seemed to  
r in g  w ith  a p resag e  o f v ic to ry *
T u rn in g  to  h is  s t a f f ,  as he m ounted, he 
ex c la im ed , "T onigh t we w i l l  w a te r our h o rses  In  
th e  T ennessee R iv e r ."  I t  was th e n  t h a t  he 
fo rm u la te d  h is  p la n  of b a t t l e *  I t  must n o t a to p  
s h o r t  o f e n t i r e  v ic to ry *
A© he rode fo rw ard  he en co u n te red  C o lo n e l 
Randal L. G ibson , who was an In tim a te  f r ie n d  of 
h ia  so n . tfhen Gibson o rd e red  h ia  b r ig a d e  to  
s a l u t e ,  G enera l Jo h n s to n  to o k  him warmly by th e  
hand and s a i d ,  "R andal, I  n e v e r  se e  you b u t I  
th in k  o f  W illiam # I  hope you may g e t  th ro u g h  
s a f e ly  to d a y , b u t we must win a v ic to ry * "  Giby 
son  says he f e l t  g r e a t ly  s t i r r e d  by h is  words
W ith s im i la r  e x p re s s io n s ,  G en era l Jo h n sto n  in s p i r e d  
o th e r  o f f i c e r s  i n  h is  command, say in g  t o  one, "My so n , we 
must t h i s  day conquer o r  p e r i s h  I" and to  a n o th e r , "You have 
ea rn ed  y o u r spu l's  as a m a jo r-g en e ra l*  L et t h i s  d a y 's  work 
win th e m * " ^  The v a lo r  e x h ib i te d  by th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  d u rin g  
th e  B a t t l e  o f S h ilo h  i s  adequate  te s tim o n y  o f th e  power of 
J o h n s to n 's  enthusiasm #
In  th e  b i t t e r  and t e r r i b l e  c o n f l i c t  which o ccu rred  t h a t  
day, th e  in f lu e n c e  o f the  commander's v igo rous p resen ce  was 
f e l t  everyw here , e s p e c i a l ly  a t  p la c e s  where th e  s i t u a t i o n  
was most c r i t i c a l *  The fo llo w in g  acco u n t of J o h n s to n 's  con­
d u c t a t  one o f su ch  p la c e s ,  a s h o r t  tim e b e fo re  he was s t r u c k  
down, r e v e a ls  a h e ro ic  le a d e r  in  the  f u l l  g lo ry  of m a g n ific e n t
5 ? I b id . ,  p p . 582-583 
54Tb i dT, p . 564.
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s o ld ie r s h ip *  o u t o f  w hich  shone h ia  courageous d e te rm in a tio n  
and h ia  g en iu s  f o r  le a d in g  and I n s p i r in g  men*
G en e ra l Jo h n s to n  rode  o u t in  f ro n t*  and s lo w ly  
down th e  l in e #  H is h a t  was o ff#  His sw ord r e s te d  
i n  I t s  scabbard#  In  h i s  r i g h t  hand he h e ld  a l i t t l e  
t i n  cup* th e  m em orial o f  an  In c id e n t  t h a t  had o c c u r­
re d  e a r l i e r  In  th e  day* &a th ey  were p a s s in g  
th ro u g h  a c a p tu re d  camp* an  o f f i c e r  had b ro u g h t from  
a  t e n t  a  number o f  v a lu a b le  a r t i c l e s *  c a l l i n g  G en e ra l 
J o h n s to n 's  a t t e n t i o n  t o  them# He answ ered w ith  some 
s te rn n e s s *  "Non© o f th a t#  s i r ;  we a re  n o t bora f o r  
p lu n d e r  I* a n d  then*  a s  I f  r e g r e t t i n g  th e  sh a rp n e ss  
o f  th e  rebuke* f o r  th e  a n g e r  o f  th e  J u s t  c u ts  deep* 
he added* ta k in g  t h i s  l i t t l e  t i n  cup* " l o t  th i s  be 
s h a re  o f th e  s p o i l s  today*"/ I t  was t h i s  p la y th in g *  
which* h o ld in g  i t  betw een two f in g e rs *  he employed 
more e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  M s  n a tu r a l  and s im p le  g e s t i ­
c u la t io n  th a n  moat m n  co u ld  have u sed  a sword# Ills  
p re se n ce  was f u l l  o f  I n s p ir a t io n #  fe n y  men o f  ra n k  
have to ld  th e  w r i t e r  t h a t  th e y  n ev e r  saw G en e ra l 
J o h n s to n 's  e q u a l  in  b a t t l e  In  tM s  re s p e c t#  He s a t  
h is  b e a u t i f u l  th o ro u g h -b re d  bay* " F ir e - e a te r* *  w ith  
ea sy  command— l ik e  a s t a tu e  o f  V ic to ry#  His v o ice  
was p e rsu a s iv e *  encourag ing*  and com pelling# I t  was 
i n v i t i n g  men t o  death* b u t th ey  obeyed i t #  But* most 
o f  a l l *  i t  was th e  l i g h t  i n  h ia  g ray  eye* and h ia  
s p le n d id  p resence*  f u l l  o f  th e  Joy o f combat* t h a t  
w rought upon them# His words were few* Be to u ch ed  
t h e i r  b ay o n e ts  w ith  s i g n i f i c a n t  g e s tu re #  "These must 
do th e  work*9 he sa id *  "H eni th e y  a re  s tu b b o rn !  we 
m ust u se  th e  bayonet#  alien ha reac h ed  th e  c e n te r  o f  
th e  l in e *  he tu rn ed #  91 w i l l  le a d  you I" ho c r ie d *  and 
moved tow ard  th e  enemy* The l in e  was a lre a d y  t h r i l l i n g  
' and trem b lin g  w ith  th a t  trem endous and i r r e s i s t i b l e  
" a rd o r  which i n  b a t t l e  d e c id e s  th e  day# Those n e a r e s t  
t o  him* ae i f  drawn to  him by some o v erm aste rin g  
m agnetic  fo rc e *  ru sh ed  fo rw ard  ©round h it. w ith  a m ighty 
sh o u t*  The r e s t  o f th e  l in e  to o k  i t  up and ochoeu i t  
w ith  a w ild  y e l l  o f  d e f ia n c e  and d eap e ra to  purpost©* and 
moved fo rw ard  a t  a charge  w ith  r a p id  ana r e s i s t l e s s  
s te p #  h s h e e t  o f  flam e b u rs t  from  th e  f e d e r a l  s tro n g  
hold* and b la ze d  a lo n g  th e  c ro a t  o f  tho  rid g e#  Thera
was a r o a r  o f  cannon and m uskotiy; a s t e m  of lead en  
ana i r o n  h a i l*  The G onfoderate  l in o  withered* and th e  . 
dead and dy ing  a t  rowed tho  d ark  v a lle y *  bu t th e re  was 
n o t an i n s t a n t 's  pause# K ight up th e  s te e p  they went#
The © roat was gained#  The enemy m m  In  f l i g h t — 
e few s c a t t e r e d  shots© r e p ly in g  t o  th e  r in g in g  
cheers ;©f the v ictorious Confederates*****
A lthough  G en era l J o h m to n #s l i f e  and th o u g h t were devo ted
o h le f ly  t o  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  * h is  mind was c a p ab le  o f  lo o k in g
a t  o th e r  m a tte rs  w ith  c le a rn e s s  o f  in s ig h t#  R egarding th e
b o a s te d  s u p e r io r i t y  o f  S o u th ern  h o s p i t a l i ty *  he gave th e
fo llo w in g  ex p lan a tio n *
The s o l i t a r y  p la n te r#  who g iv e s  a t r a v e l e r  
su p p e r  and lodg ing*  re c e iv e s  in  r e tu r n  human 
in te rc o u rs e #  news from th e  o u te r  w orld# and# p e r -  
haps# i n t e l l i g e n t  d isc o u rse #  Me i s  v e ry  w e ll  
re p a id #  But i n  e dense p o p u la tio n #  crowded in to  
a c i ty #  o r  on a poo r s o l i#  © n tc r ta l r w n t  im p lie s  
p e r s o n a l  in co n v en ien ce  and o u tla y  o f money * n o t 
com pensated by com panionship# th e  need o f w hich 
I s  am ply su p p lied #  In  th e  f i r s t  case#  p ro v is io n s  
and house-room  ©re cheap* and s o c ie ty  s c a r c e j  In  
th e  second# p ro v is io n s  and house-m om  a re  dear* 
and s o c ie ty  a drug i n  th e  Buaricwti*’
Remarking upon th e  abundance o f e v e ry th in g  in  America* 
w hich en a b led  th e  In d u s tr io u s  poo r to  have a l l  o f  th e  n ec e s­
s i t i e s  o f  l i f e  in  ample p o rtio n *  he wrote*
T h is  i s  th e  m ystery  w hich fo re ig n e r s  can n o t un­
v e i l#  They do n o t p e rc e iv e  t h a t  th e  w e ll-b e in g  
o f o u r p o p u la tio n  flow s from  a f o s t e r in g  govern­
ment# w hich does n o t meddle much w ith  p r iv a te  
p u rs u i ts #  and ta x e s  w ith  g r e e t  m odera tion—always 
e x c e p tin g  th e  m u n ic ip a l ty ra n n ie s  o f  ou r land#
The p a t r io t i s m  o f  ou r p eo p le  i s  founded In  th e  
ad v an tag es d e r iv e d  from  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s }  hence 
i t s  a rd o r}  hence i t  i s  ,ra c o n s ta n t  q u a n t i ty 11 
n ev e r  s h o r t  o f  th e  exigency#**'
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I n  th e  m a tte r  o f e d u c a tin g  M s c h i ld re n  he h e ld  s t r o n g ly  
t o  th e  id e a  t h a t  A m erican I n s t i t u t i o n s  were b e s t  f o r  American 
y o u th s ,  and e s p e c i a l ly  th o se  sc h o o ls  th a t  r e f l e c t e d  th e  
s p i r i t  and id e a ls  o f th e  re g io n s  In  w hich they  were rea red *  
T h e re fo re , when he w ro te  to  M s b ro th e r - in - la w , G en e ra l 
W illiam  P re s to n , co n ce rn in g  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f h is  two e ld e s t  
o M ld re n , he e x p re sse d  th e  d e s i r e  th a t  h is  d au g h te r  sh o u ld  n o t 
a t te n d  an  E a s te rn  s c h o o l and th a t  h ia  son  sh o u ld  n o t be edu­
c a te d  abroad*  C oncern ing  th e  d isa d v an ta g es  o f  European
e d u c a tio n  f o r  an  Am erican he w ro te i
They a re  ages beM nd us In  th e  s c ie n c e  o f govern­
m ent— t h e  w e ll-b e in g  o f th e  many* I  know o f no 
g re a t  mpn in  any co u n try  who was ed u ca ted  away 
from  M i p e o p le . An im p o rtan t p a r t  of e d u c a tio n  
I s  th e  s tu d y  o f th e  tem per and te n d e n c ie s  o f o u r 
own ra c p —  o f  th e  p e o p le , In  u n i t s ,  and In  m ass, 
among whom we a re  to  a c t — w ith o u t a knowledge o f 
wMch no one need e v e r  hope to  w ie ld  power In  a 
f r e e  country*® 0
The fo llo w in g  e x t r a c t  from  a l e t t e r  to  M s son re v e a ls
n o t on ly  M s c o n v ic tio n  co n cern in g  th e  Im portance o f e d u c a tio n , 
«
b u t th e  o b l ig a t io n  o f th e  p a re n t to  p ro v id e  I t ,  even a t  g re a t  
s a c r i f i c e s
K ducatlon  in  th e  p re s e n t  ago I s  a p o s i t iv e  
r i g h t .  I t  would be c r im in a l  in  a p a re n t to  w ith ­
h o ld  i t ,  I f  any s a c r i f i c e  o r p r iv a t io n  on h is  p a r t  
co u ld  p ro cu re  I t*  In  my o p in io n , th e re  i s  no t 
excuse in  t h i s  c o u n try  f o r  n e g le c t  in  t h i s  m a tte r*
I f  th e re  be no read y  and a v a i la b le  means, th en  th e  
p a re n t I s  bound to  la b o r  f o r  them*60
f§A* S . Jo h n s to n  to  W, P re s to n ,  Aug. 3 , 1G47, In  i b i d . , p . 160*
r iXbld.A* S . Jo h n s to n  to  W. P . Johns to n , S e p t. 11, 1648, in  i b i d . .
p* 161.
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T h is  e x p re s s io n  in d ic a te s  s t r o n g ly  th e  s p i r i t  which 
c h a ra c te r iz e d  G enera l Jo h n s to n  in  a l l  h is  r e la t io n s h ip s  w ith  
h ia  fam ily#  As a husband and as  a f a t h e r  ho was u n f a i l i n g ly  
k in d  and generous* In  the  e a r ly  p a r t  o f h is  m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r ,  
when as a young l ie u te n a n t  he looked t o  h is  p ro fe s s io n  as 
th e  means o f advancing  h im se lf  and s u p p o r tin g  h is  fa m ily , he 
y ie ld e d  t o  th e  a f f e c t io n a te  e n t r e a ty  o f h is  s ic k  w ife  and 
re s ig n e d  h is  com m ission, in  o rd e r  t h a t  he m ight dev o te  him** 
s e l f  to  h e r  care*® l
Some y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  d e a th  of h is  f i r s t  w ife , he m a rr ie d  
h e r  c o u s i i ,  Miss K liz a  G riff in * ® 2 The c h i ld re n  by h is  f i r s t
w ife  were te n t r u s te d  to  th e  ca re  o f m a te rn a l r e l a t i v e s  In
!
f
K entucky;>and a lth o u g h  G enera l Jo h n s to n  d u rin g  th e  rem ainder 
of h is  l i f e  l iv e d  a t  p la c e s  f a r  removed from them , n e i th e r  
t h i s  f a c t  'no r th e  c la im s o f h is  new fa m ily , w hich grew r a p id ly ,  
d im in ish ed  h is  a f f e c t io n a te  I n t e r e s t  in  h is  e ld e s t  ch ild re n *  
While he was l iv in g  on th e  China Grove p la n ta t io n  n e a r  G al’* 
v e s to n , T ex as, he s e n t f o r  h is  so n , W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n , 
to  v i s i t  him . In  th e  b io g rap h y  o f h ia  f a t h e r ,  t h i s  son  r e l a t e s  
w ith  a f f e c t io n a te  r e c o l l e c t i o n  th e  happy a s s o c ia t io n s , which 
he as a lAd of s ix te e n  en jo y ed  w ith  G en era l Jo h n sto n  d u rin g  
th e  th r e e  months t h a t  fo llo w e d . The n a tu re  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n ­
s h ip  I s  in d ic a te d  as fo llow s*
P .  J o h n s t o n ,  A l b e r t  S i d n e y  J o h n s t o n ,  p* 5 2 ,
I b i d . ,  p .  1 2 9 ,
I t  l a  p ro p e r  t o  m y  t h a t  he bed a l w a y s t r e a t e d  
m  w ith  a co n fid e n ce  and c o n s id e r a t io n  p r o p o r t io n a l  
not a t  ©11 t o  my m e r its#  n o r  p ro b ab ly  ©van to  hi© 
c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e n ,  b u t to  th e  i d e a l  w hich he wet be­
f o r e  m  a© w orthy  o f  im i ta t io n #  III© ru le  w ith  
c h i ld r e n  wee t o  g iv e  them © c h a ra c te r*  th a t  th e y  
would t r y  t o . l i v e  up t o  i t #  He m i  an  In d u lg e n t 
husband* f a th e r*  and m aster#  — ^ T h o u g h  his* sway mm  
g e n tle *  X* a t  l e a s t  f e l t  t h a t  It© c o n s t r a in t  was 
a b s o lu te #  He was no b e l i e v e r  i n  th e  rod* o r  in  any 
form  o f  t e r r o r *  w hich he ©aid mad© aowardu and H e re #
His a p p e a l was alw ays t o  th e  re a so n  and m oral n a tu re *  
and was made w ith  i r r e s i s t i b l e  fo rc e  and p e rs u a s iv e *  
n e ss#  His c h i ld r e n  w ere h i s  companions and f r ie n d s #  ■ 
and t h i s  w ith o u t s a c r i f i c e  o f  h i s  d ig n i ty  o r  t h e i r  
f i l i a l  r e la t io n *  th e  sym pathy was v e ry  deep  and 
te n d e r}  b u t i t  was accom panied by © sen se  o f g r a t e f u l  
o b l ig a t io n  and th e  p e rc e p t io n  t h a t  th e y  had been 
l i f t e d  t o  h i s  m orel p lane#  from  w hich an unw orthy a c t  
would h o p # le ss  ly  b a n is h  them # * 5
F u r th e r  in d ic a t io n s  o f  aeneral Jo h n s to n 1© tender affection 
f o r  M e c h i ld re n  ©re to be found In  the many letters which he 
w rote t o  h is  e l d e s t  sen# © c o n s id e ra b le  number of which ap p e a r  
in  th e  b iography#  The fo llo w in g  passage Its the opening 
p a rag rap h  o f  e l e t t e r  s e n t by him from Austin# Texas# Heoem** 
b a r  23# 1854* a t  w hich t in e *  M s son# who had m arried  Mias 
Aoaa vunoan o f Hew O rleans* was a young attorney In  L ou iev i l ie i
I  send  t o  you and Hoaa ©na Bennie th e  b e s t  
w ishes o f my h e a r t  l o r  your h e a l th  end h ap p in ess  
alw ays} b u t  © sp e c ia lly  do X o f f e r  my w ishes xor 
© "happy C h ris tm as"  and © "happy Hew year#*1 which 
X am rem inded to  do by. th e  happy l i t t l e  fa c e s  
©round me# im p a tie n t for* th e  a r r i v a l  o f  those  day® 
ao  d e l ig h t f u l  t o  tho  b e n e f i c ia r ie s  o f  th e  m erry 
l i t t l e  f r i e n d  o f rood c h ild re n #  St* H icholaa#
H aggle im p l i c i t l y  b e l ie v e s  In  M s adven t and rood 
w o rk s | b u t b id  and Hancock ©re d isen ch an ted #  
th o u g h  uhe l i t t l e  h y p o c r ite s#  l ik e  t a l l e r  ones*
e g lb i< U  # P* 149*
206
w i s e l y  a f f e c t  a b e l i e f  th e y  do h o t  e n te r ta in *  
f o r  th e  a c c r u in g  b e n e f i t s *  I1 he c h i ld r e n  a re  
in  f i n e  h e a l t h  and im p rov in g  in  t h e i r  s t u d i e s ;  
e a ch  has earn ed  a reward f o r  e x tr a  work* T hese  
l i t t l e  c h e e r f u l  f a c e s ,  happy in  th e  hopes o f  
th e  f u t u r e ,  r e f l e c t  t h e i r  su n sh in e  on u s ;  and  
i f  3 r o th e r  M i l l i e ,  S i s t e r  H en n ie , and S i s t e r  
K osa, e s  th e s e  p r a t t l e r s  c a l l  y o u , were h ere  t o  
throw  t h e i r  s u n l ig h t  on u s ,  th e  e v e n in g  o f  our  
days w ou ld  be as b e a u t i f u l  and e s  f u l l  o f  
e x q u is i t e  rep o se  as th e  c lo s e  o f  day in  t h i s  d e ­
l i c i o u s  c l im a te * 6^
To th e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f  G en era l J o h n sto n , h i s  b io g r a p h er  
makes b u t one b r i e f  and im p r e s s iv e  r e fe r e n c e s
■IV
He sp oke l i t t l e  o f  h is  in n e r  l i f e ;  but once  
i n  A u s t in  he s a id  t o  th e  w r ite r  th a t  a m in is t e r  
had b een  u r g in g  upon him t h e .b e n e f i t s  o f  p r a y e r ,  
and added: j  nl  d id  n o t th in k  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t e l l  
him , bu t i |  i s  many y e a r s  s in c e  I  have c lo s e d  my 
e y e s  in  a lq e p  w ith o u t  prayer* In d e e d , I  f e e l  t h a t  
I  can n ot thank  God enough f o r  h i s  good n ess t o  me*
Beyond t h a l  th a n k s g iv in g  I  a lm ost dread t o  g o ; h i s
c a r e  i s  s o j g r f a t ,  and my v iew s s o  narrow , th a t  I
do n o t  know h^w t o  a sk  God fo r  a n y th in g  b e t t e r  f o r
me and mine th an  t h a t  h i s  w i l l  be done*T'6&s
The w r i t e r  o f^ th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  has a ttem p ted  in  th e
•»
p r e c e d in g  ^ ages tb  I n d ic a te  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  G en era l Joh n ston  
as he I s  r e p r e se n te d  in  th e  b iography* The d e l in e a t io n  t h e r e in  
g iv e n  I s  su ch  a s may w e l l  in d u ce  In  th e  sy m p a th e tic  r ea d er  
agreem ent w ith  th e  d e c la r a t io n  o f  th e  r e v ie w e r  who w rote th a t  
th e  b io g r a p h er  " p r e se n ts  t o  th e  gaze  o f  the r i s i n g  y o u th  o f  
America a m a g n if ic e n t  m odel upon w h ich  ea ch  f o r  h im s e lf  may form  
a c h a r a c te r  o f  tru e  manhood*”^
64A* S* Jo h n s to n  to  *>* Johnston*  Bee* 23* 1854* in  Jb ld .*
Ae.p . ISO* ~
?? W* P* Jo h n s to n , A lb e r t 51 dney Jo h n s to n * p* 182*
S^Anna Is  o f  th e  Array o f"*Tennessee * V ol. ’l , O ct*, 1878, p . 300.
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R e fer en ce  haa a lr e a d y  bean made t o  th e  T act th a t  W illiam  
P r e s to n  J o h n sto n  had in  h ia  p o s s e s s io n  a l l  o f  th e  m i l i t a r y  
pap ers o f  h i s  f a t h e r ,  w h ich  o b v io u s ly  were o f  th e  u tm ost  
im p ortan ce in  h i s  work* How th e s e  p ap ers were p r e se r v e d  f o r  
th e  a u th o r r s u se  i s  r e la t e d  in  an ite m  w hich  th e  e d i t o r  o f  
th e  L e x in g to n  p ap er  p u b lish e d  soon  a f t e r  the c o m p o sit io n  o f  
th e  b io g ra p h y  was begun* The im p ortan t p o r t io n  o f  i t  i s  a s
In  a c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  C ol* J o h n sto n  acme 
tw o y e a r s  a g o , he s a id  th e  tru n k  c o n ta in in g  
th e s e  r e c o r d s  was saved  in  th e  r e t r e a t ,  a f t e r  
h ia  f a t h e r s  d e a th , from  c a p tu r e , b y  a M eth o d ist  
p r e a c h e r , th e  Rev* Dr* W* A* S m ith , o f  M issou r i*
TM a clergym an  was lame and rode In  a buggy* |
The Yankees w ere In  th e  house) where th e  tru n k  lajr*
Dr* S m ith , who was o f  ccmmanc|ing p r e s e n c e , ord ered  
th e  I ’e d e r g l  s o l d i e r s  ou t o f  th e  d w e l l in g ,  b u ck led  
th e  tru n k  on th e  v e h ic le  and drove o f f  unm olested*
The tru n k  was forw ard ed  t o  a f r ie n d  o f  Dr* S m ith ,
Dr* D*Arcy P au l o f  P e te r sb u r g , from  whom Col*
J o h n sto n  r e c e iv e d  i t * 6 7
T h is c h a p te r  thu s f a r  baa been  c h i e f l y  d ev o ted  t o  a con ­
d en sed  a p p r a is a l  o f  A lb e r t  S id n ey  J o h n s to n ^  c h a r a c te r  as he 
app ears in  th e  b iography* There are  o th e r  f e a tu r e s  c o n n e c te d  
w ith  th e  $ork  w h ich  m e r it  a t t e n t i o n ,  and w ith  w h ich  th e
rem ainder o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  be concerned*
As r e g a r d s  th e  a u th o r* s  s t y l e ,  wo have I n s e r te d  a s u f ­
f i c i e n t  number o f  q u o ta t io n s  to  r e v e a l  th a t  w il l ia m  P re sto n  
J o h n sto n  waa a c o n s id e r a b le  e x te n t  g iv e n  t o  th a t  manner o f  
e x p r e s s io n  w h ich  la  g e n e r a l ly  denom inated  as Southern* Hia
fo l lo w s  I
w (V a , )  G a a e t t e * Aug* 1 ,  187S
language la  o f te n  e lo q u e n t ,  e s p e c ia l ly  when h e ' touches th e  
h ig h  p o in ts  i n  th e  l iv e s  and  deeds o f S o u th ern  o f f i c e r s  a M  
s o l d i e r s ,  rem ind ing  on© o f  John  he to n  Cooks and o th e r  w r i t e r s  
who have g l o r i f i e d  tho  C oaf© d o reey « Howpver, Johns to n 1 a 
w r i t in g  i s  r a r e l y  f l o r i d ,  and th e  e x a l t e d  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  
b io g rap h y  i s  combined w ith  f a c t u a l  m a te r ia l  l o g i c a l l y  pro** 
se n te d  and c o n s i s t e n t ly  d e v e lo p in g  th e  pu rpose o f  th e  w ork .
In  r e v e a l in g  h is  father*®  n a tu r e ,  th e  w r i t e r  l ik e w is e  
r e v e a ls  M s own* I n  b o th  th e r e  were v ig o r  and d o te  m in e d  
s p i r i t ,  b u t  l i t t l e  o f  th e  b i t t e r  in  e i t h e r #  th e  p a s s io n  
e x h ib i te d  i n  th e  b io g rap h y  i s  > one o f  in t e n s e  lo y a l t y  and  
a f f e c t io n  on th e  p o r t o f  th e  a u th o r  fo r  h i s  f a t h e r  and f o r  th e  
Sm ith* E v id e n c es  o f  s tr o n g  in d ig n a t io n  o r  sh arp  f o o l in g  ap p ear  
b u t se ldom , which f a c t  i s  th e  more rem arkable whan th e  c o n tr o ­
v e rs ia l n a tu re  o f  much o f  th e  book I s  ta k e n  I n to  accou n t*  how** 
e v e r ,  th e y  a re  a t  t i r e s  e x h ib i t e d  w ith  some s t r e n g t h  when tho  
w r i t e r  deals w ith  o lrousastanaes where the- honor or  a b i l i t y  o f  
h is  f a th e r  has been  tou ch ed *  i n f e r r in g  t o  te s t im o n y  o f  
n o r th e rn  w r i t e r s  c o n c e r n in g  a d is p u te d  p o in t  c o n n e c te d  w ith  
th e  S e t t l e  o f  S M lo h , he d e c la r e s t
A ll  th e  c o n tro v e rsy  on th e  F e d e r a l s id e  about 
tho  b a t t l e  o f  S h i lo h  has a r is e n  out o f  th e  th e o r y  
t h a t  I t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  to  show th a t  O eneraIs  Grunt 
and She men a r e ,  and a lw ays have b ea n . In ca p a b le  
o f  m ista k e  o r  f a i lu r e *  A b e t t e r  th e o r y , and more
CDC f. J .  £., Cooke. S tm e v a U  Jgcj^gcmi A m i t o g r  p L S llH M *
Hew Yorks A p p le to n , 1OT5# W otcT n  j^ r tX c u la r  th e  t r i b u t e  
t o  l u r a o r  A shby, pp* 170-172#
3 0 9
© a a lly  s ja in ta in e d *  w ould  be t h a t  th e y  wore cap** 
a b le  o f  le a r n in g  som eth in g*  and a t  S h i lo h  m m 
c a lv e d  a  l e s s o n  w h ich  rebuked t h e i r  I n s o le n t  
contem p t o f  an a b le  a d v ersa ry *  and th e  p e r i lo u s  
c a r e le s s n e s s  o f  t h e i r  f a l s a  s e c u r i t y * ™
Then* t o  show t h a t  ha la  n o t  un m in d fu l o f  th e  tr u e  g r e e t*
m a s  o f  th e  le a d e r #  r e f e r r e d  to*  he adds*
T h ese d i s t in g u i s h e d  g e n e r a la  have s in c e  
beoest© fam ous; and i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e i r  
r e p u ta t io n s  t o  show t h a t  th e y  wore i n f a l l i b l e - - *  
© s p e c ia l ly *  s o  e a r ly  i n  t h e i r  c a r e e r s*  I f  th e  
t e s t im o n y  proved them somewhat a t  f a u l t  in  w ari*  
n e s s  and s a g a c ity *  y e t  i t  shows them d e r e l i c t  
o n ly  s o  fa r?  and th e y  o o r t a in ly  e x h ib i t e d  on th e  
f i e l d  a g s l&  n t* y  and p e r s i s t e n c e  w orth y  o f  
ocEssendst 1 on* ? 0
Tbs co m p a ra tiv e  m od era tion  d is p la y e d  by th e  a u th o r  in  th e  
p r e c e d in g  q u o ta tIo n a  i s  e x h ib i t e d  tl^roughout ilia  d ia o u a s io n s  
o f  c o n t r o v e r s ia l  m a tter s*  T hat he was c a p a b le  o f  sh a rp er  
langu age i s  e v id e n t  from Id s  l a t e r  e x p r e s s io n s  on m e tie r a  r e *  
l a t ln g  t o  th e  B a t t l e  o f  S h ilo h *  and r e fe r e n c e  t o  th e s e  w i l l  be 
made f u r t h e r  on in  t h i s  stu d y*
dome n o t ic e  sh o u ld  be ta k e n  o f  th e  a u th o r 1® o p in io n  r e *  
g a rd in g  th e  c a u s e s  o f  th e  G i v i l  ^ar* w h ich  v iew s*  as h e  r i g h t l y  
s t a t e s *  r e f l e c t  th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  th e  S ou th ern  p e o p le *  L ike  
many o th e r s  from  h ia  s e c t io n *  he regard ed  th o  c o n f l i c t  as  
s p r in g in g  p r im a r ily  from  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  s o c i a l  o r g a n is a t io n  
betw een  th e  n o r th ern  ana S o u th ern  s t a t e s *  "The more t e n a d la t e  
c a u s e s * 1' he w r ite s *  "were c e r t a in  r e a l  o r  im ag in ary  c o l l i s i o n s
AC
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o f  m a te r ia l .  I n t e r e s t s *  a d i f f e r e n t  mode o f  I n t e r p r e t in g  th e
C o n s t i tu t io n *  and th e  a g i t a t i o n  f o r  th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  n egro*
e ia v e iy * * 7 ^ The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  he d id  n o t  c o n s id e r  v i t a l *
and th e  se c o n d  s o  on ly  when I t  became bound up w ith  th e  th ir d *
H is a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  a r i s i n g  from  t h i s  co m b in a tio n
o f  th e  tw o im p o rta n t c a u se s  la  a s  f o l lo w s  i
The m a t e r ia l  I n t e r e s t s  and s o c i a l  and  
p o l i t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  In v o lv e d  in  th e  s la v e r y  
q u e s t io n  ren d ered  i t  im p o s s ib le  f o r  th e  S ou th  
t o  c o n s id e r  I t  d i s p a s s io n a t e ly *  On th e  o th e r  
hand* th e  s e n t im e n t a l  and p h ila n th r o p ic  o r ig in  
o f  t h e  s la v e r y  a g i t a t i o n  i n  th e  I lo r th  made i t  
im p o s s ib le  to  f t *  any l e g a l  o r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
l i m i t s  t o  th e  a b o l i t i o n  cru sad e*  &t th e  s o u th  
th e  C o n s t i t u t io n  was r eg a rd ed  a s  an h i s t o r i c a l  
docum ent* I t  was a c h a r te r  c o n v e y in g  t o  th e  
F e d e r a l governm ent* a s  th e  a g e n t o f  th e  s t a t e s *  
c e r ta in .  w e l l~ d a f in e d  powers f o r  c e r t a in  s p e c i f i c  
p u r p o s e s ; a l l  pow ers n o t  th u s e x p l i c i t l y - g r a n t e d  
b e in g  r e s e r v e d  t o  th e  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s *  The In *  
atru m en t was t o  b e  s t r i c t l y  c o n s tr u e d  $ a b ro a ch  
o f  th e  c o v en a n t e n t i t l e d  th e  a g g r ie v e d  p a r ty  t o  
r e d r e s s *  th e  m easure o f  w h ich  th e  s t a t e  m a t  f i x *  
a s  no c o o so n  t r ib u n a l  had b een  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  
t h a t  ^purpose* T h is  in v o lv e d  th e  r ig h t  o f  w ith *  
d raw al from  th e  Union* e i t h e r  by p e a c e a b le  
s e c e s s io n  o r  by r e v o lu t io n *  In  th e  e x t  raise 
S o u th  th e  fo rm er  was regard ed  aa th e  l e g i t im a t e  
m ethod* 8feen th e  em ergency a ro se*  th o s e  S t a t e s  
a tte m p te d  th u s t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  r ig h t*
In  th e  H orth th e s e  p r im it iv e  v iew s o f  th e  
C o n s t i t u t io n  were changed by an immense i n f l u x  
o f  buropean im m igrants* wno* c o n t r o l l e d  by  
s p e c u la t iv e  r e p u b lic a n s*  regard ed  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  
a s  a mere B i l l  o f  B ig h ts*  and th e  m is s io n  o f  th e  
r e p u b lic  t o  be th e  e m a n c ip a tio n  and i l lu m in a t io n  
o f  th e  w orld* A m odem  n a t io n a l*  or r a th e r  an  
im p e r ia l*  th e o r y  o f  th o  n a tu re  o f  our governm ent 
p r e v a i le d  th e r e *  l e g a l i s t s  m m  form  and c o lo r  
o f  a u t h o r i t y  t o  a t ta c k s  on s la v e r y *  w hich w ere  
r eg a rd ed  in  th e  3 o u th  a s w i l l f u l *  dangerous* and 
m a n ife s t  in f r a c t io n s  o f  th e  C o n stitu tio n # '* *
a i
When W illia m  P r e s to n  J o h n sto n  to o k  up th e  ta s k  o f  
w r it in g  th e  b io g r a p h y , he p o s s e s s e d  a d v a n ta g es  o f  an .ex ­
c e p t io n a l  c h a r a c te r  f o r  an i n t e l l i g e n t  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  
th e  a g e n c ie s  w h ich  o p e r a te d  fa v o r a b ly  and u n fa v o r a b ly  f o r  
e a c h  o f  th e  o p p o sin g  s e c t io n s *  lie was a oloa© s tu d e n t  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ;  he had had c o n s id e r a b le  t r a in in g  and 
e x p e r ie n c e  in  p u b l ic  a f f a i r s ;  and , as a member o f  P r e s i ­
d en t D a v is ’ s  s t a f f  d u r in g  th e  g r e a te r  p e r t  o f  th e  w ar, he 
was a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  th e  p r in c ip a l  le a d e r s  o f  th e  C onfederacy*  
The f o l lo w in g  e x t r a c t s  ta k en  from  h ia  d i s c u s s io n s  o f  s e v e r a l  
a s p e c ts  o f  th e  s t r u g g le  d i s c l o s e  th e  I n s ig h t  o f  an i n t e l l i ­
g e n t and in form ed  person *  He b e l ie v e d  t h a t  one o f  th e  f a c t o r s  
c o n tr ib u t in g  t o  th e  w eakness o f  th e  S ou th ern  ca u se  in  th e  b e ­
g in n in g  was th e  p a c i f i c  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  P r o v is io n a l  C on gress
o f  th e  C o n fed era cy , many o f  th e  le a d e r s  o f  w h ich  c o n f id e n t ly
?
b e l ie v e d  th a t  th e y  would be p e r m itte d  t o  s e p a r a te  w ith o u t  war* 
Of t h i s  he w r i t e s :
T h is  d e lu s io n ,  and a k in d red  one in d u lg e d  
in  by c e r t a in  dreamy s t a t i s t i c i a n s  and tu r g id  
o r a t o r s ,  and fo rm u la ted  in  th e  phraso wc o t to n  la  
k in g 11,  encou raged  a v a in - g lo r io u s  apath y  i n  th e  
m a sse s , and e n a b led  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  t o  
p a r a ly z e  in  many e s s e n t i a l  p o in t s  th e  p o l i c y  o f  
p r e p a r a tio n  w hich th e  P r e s id e n t  u n d ou b ted ly  
d e s ir e d  t o  in a u g u r a te * 73
H is a p p r a is a l  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  c o n fr o n t in g  the more 
m oderate o f  th e  S ou th ern  s t a t e s ,  and o f  the c ir cu m sta n c es
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le a d in g  t o  th e  a d d i t io n  or s e v e r a l  or th e s e  t o  th e  Con­
fe d e r a c y  I s  in d ic a t e d  as fo l lo w s *
W hile th e  U n io n is t s  condemned a l l  preg&- 
. a r a t io n  f o r  war* as le a d in g  t o  th a t  r e s u l t *
" the S t a t e - r i g h t s  men denounced  v a c i l l a t i o n  
and a p ath y  as th e  p r e lu d e  t o  su b m iss io n  t o  
ty ra n n y  and p o l i t i c a l  death *  To a community 
i n  doubt* in a c t io n  i s  th e  n a tu r a l  p o l i c y ;  and 
i t  o n ly  needed  m od era tion  and a p a c i f i c  
p u rp ose on th e  p a r t o f  th e  A d m in is tr a t io n  t o  
have p r e a er v ed  th e  Union i n t a c t  in  s e v e n  
S o u th ern  S ta te s *  and t o  have in a u g u r a te d  
m easures o f  p e a c e f u l  r e c o n s tr u c t io n  w ith  th e  
o th e r s*  But t h i s  w ould n o t have a cco rd ed  w ith  
th e  d e s ig n s  o f  i t s  l e a d e r s ;  and th ou gh  
P r e s id e n t  Buchanan i s  r e v i l e d  fo r  p e r m it t in g  
th e  p e a c e f u l  w ith d ra w a l o f  h a l f  th e  S ou th ern  
S t a t e s ,  P r e s id e n t  U in c o ln  I s  app lauded  f o r  
d r iv in g  th e  o th e r  h a l f  In to  armed r e s i s t a n c e # ”^
f
The f o l lo w in g  p a ssa g e  d o n ta in s  th e  auth or*a  e x p la n a t io n  
o f  th e  l o y a l t y  t o  th e  U nion o f  th e  m ountain  p e o p le  in  th e  
South*
A s o r t  o f  c la n sh ip *  b ased  on a s s o c ia t io n  
and k in sh ip *  p r e v a ile d  among t h i s  p r im it iv e  
p e o p le ,  who fo l lo w e d  w ith  b l in d  c o n fid e n c e  
l o c a l  le a d e r s*  em inent f o r  w e a lth  or p op u lar  
a r ts *  Hence th e y  u s u a l ly  v o te d  and a c te d  in  
m asses * I t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  sa y  th a t  the  
U n ite d  S t a t e s  Government* more c l e a r l y  th an  th e  
C on fed era te*  a p p r e c ia te d  th e  c h a r a c te r  and 
im p ortan ce o f  t h e s e  m o u n ta in e e r s , and se cu re d  
a d h e s io n  o f  t h e i r  le a d e r s  t o  th e  F e d e r a l s i d e . 75
Many o th e r  s ta te m e n ts  c o u ld  be c i t e d  from th e  work, w h ich
e x e m p lify  th e  a u th o r f a know ledge and a p p r e c ia t io n  o f th e  f a c t o r s
th a t  c o n tr ib u te d  t o  th e  developm ent o f  s i t u a t io n s *  i n c id e n t s ,
and c o n d it io n s  b e lo n g in g  to  th a t  p o r t io n  o f  th e  h o t i o n f s h i s t o r y
w ith  w h ich  th e  c a r e e r  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  was concerned*
74I b l d , . p . 252.
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I n  th e  p re c e d in g  pagea of t h i s  c h a p te r ,  a somewhat d e t a i l e d  
ex am in a tio n  o f th e  L ife  o f G en e ra l A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n sto n  has 
been  made in  an e f f o r t  t o  an a ly se  and e v a lu a te  t h i s  b io g ra p h y . 
S u f f i c i e n t  tre a tm e n t has been  g iv en  i t  t o  I n d ic a te  th e  su c c e ss  
w ith  w hich  th e  a u th o r  has a ch iev ed  what he s e t  ou t to  do . S ince  
th e  name and memory o f  A lb e r t S idney  Jo h n sto n  have been  eo n - 
t in u o u s ly  adm ired  and v e n e ra te d  from  th e  tim e o f h ia  d e a th  u n t i l  
th e  p re s e n t  t im e , and s in c e  no o th e r  book**length s tu d y  o f th e  
G e n e ra lf s c a r e e r  has been p u b lis h e d , we must g iv e  th e  b io g rap h y  
much o f  th e  c r e d i t  f o r  th e  im p ress io n s  w hich p o s t e r i t y  has 
r e c e iv e d  co n c e rn in g  t h i s  le a d e r .  When we g iv e  c o n s id e ra b le
I
c r e d i t  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  R ecoun ts and im p ress io n s  w hich were s e t  
in  m otion  by h i s  adm ii|lng fo l lo w e rs ,  w© a re  j u s t i f i e d  in  b e -  
l i e v in g  t h a t  even  in  th e  ca se  of many of h is  c o n te m p o ra rie s , 
th e  b io g rap h y  was th e  s o u rc e  from w hich th e y  o b ta in ed  t h e i r  
knowledge o f G en era l J o h n s to n 's  c a r e e r  and t h e i r  a p p re c ia t io n  o f 
h is  c h a r a c te r  and a b i l i t y .
Prom one o f th e s e ,  a lo y a l  and v alued  o f f i c e r  of th e  Con­
fe d e ra c y , we have th i s  te s tim o n y , w hich was c o n ta in e d  in  a 
l e t t e r  w hich  he w ro te  to  h ia  c lo s e  f r i e n d ,  J e f f e r s o n  Davis?
I  have re a d  r e c e n t ly  S idney J o h n s to n 's  l i f e  
and mourned o v er him , w ith  p e rs o n a l g r i e f ,  though  
I  n ev e r saw him , and conce ive  how much h is  lo s s  
must have p ie rc e d  you r h e a r t - - - i t  was a t e r r i b l e  
t r i a l  to  you r f o r t i t u d e . 76
B. H orth rop  t o  D av is , O ct. 7 ,  1B79, in  Howland, J e f f e r s  on 
D av is . V ol. V I I I ,  p . 421.
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A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n s to n , as h is  son  p re s e n ts  him , lo av es  
l i t t l e  f o r  th e  r e a d e r  t o  d e s i r e  in  th e  man*a c h a r a c te r  and 
c a r e e r  e x c e p t t h a t  he m ight have escaped  some of th e  p a in f u l  
e x p e rie n c e s  w hich  b e f e l l  him and t h a t  h is  l i f e  m ight have been 
p ro longed*  The b io g ra p h e r  has s tre n g th e n e d  h is  n a r r a t iv e  w ith  
ample te s tim o n y  from  th o se  who knew h is  f a th e r  d u rin g  th e  
s e v e r a l  p e r io d s  o f h i s  long and e v e n t f u l  c a r e e r ;  bu t when ev e ry  
c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  th e  a u th o r* s  com petency and h is  copious 
docum en ta tion  i s  ta k e n  in to  ac co u n t, th e  book i s  th e  lo v in g  
t r i b u t e  o f a devo ted  so n , who w rote w ith  no p re te n s e  to  an 
u n b ia sed  a t t i t u d e ,  and who, as on© o f th e  rev iew ers  s t a t e s ,  
“n o b ly — d isc h a rg e d  th e  s a c re d  and  p a t r i o t i c  t r u s t  w hich f i l i a l  
a f f e c t io n  land th e  v o ice  o f  th e  c o u n try  a s s ig n e d  h im ,”’'"? Such 
being  th e j c a s e ,  th e  d e f i n i t i v e  b io g rap h y  of G en era l Jo h n s to n  i s  
y e t t o  be ^ w ritte n ; b u t when su c h  a work i s  u n d e r ta k e n , the  
au thor*  s e jh ief so u rce  f o r  m a te r ia ls  and guide -p o s ts  must be th e  
s to r y  w hich W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n sto n  w ro te .
77Lexington (V a.) G azette and .C itizen * Gopt. 13, 1878.
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On Septem ber 18 , 1880, Edwin H# Fay, who, in  h i s  c a p a c i t y  as  
S ta te  S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  E d u ca tio n , was a member o f  th e  Board o f 
S u p e rv iso rs  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  a t  Baton Rouge, 
ad d ressed  th e  fo llo w in g  l e t t e r  to  C o lonel Jo h n s to n :
W ithout th e  p le a s u re  o f  a p e rs o n a l 
a c q u a in ta n c e , n e v e r th e le s s ,  from a p e ru s a l  
o f  th e  l i f e  o f  your i l l u s t r i o u s  f a t h e r ,  I  
f e e l  a s  i f  I  r e a l l y  know you and th e  o b je c t  
o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  to  in q u ir e  i f  you w i l l  
a c c e p t th e  P re s id e n c y  o f  th e  La. S ta te  
U n iv e r s i ty  and A. & M. C o lleg e  lo c a te d  a t  
B aton Rouge, L a . ,  fo rm erly  under th e  man­
agem ent o f  C ol. D* F* Boyd who has been 
r e l ie v e d  by th e  Board o f  S u p e rv iso rs  to  
ta k e  p la c e  O ct. 1 s t ,  I8 6 0 .
The Board m eets O ct. 4 th  in  Baton Rouge 
f o r  th e  purpose o f  su p p ly in g  th e  vacancy 
and I  sh o u ld  be p le a se d  to  p u t your name in  
n o m in a tio n . The s a la r y  i s  #2 ,500  p e r  annum.
I f  e le c te d  i t  w i l l  be n e c e ssa ry  fo r  you to  re a c h  
B. R. as  soon a s  p o s s ib le  a s  th e  s e s s io n  opens 
O ct. 4 th .
R e s p e c tfu l ly ,
Edwin H* Fay
S ta te  S u p t. o f  E d u ca tio n 1 
Three days l a t e r  J e f f e r s o n  D av is , w r i t in g  from B eau v o ir, a ls o  
ad d ressed  a l e t t e r  to  Jo h n sto n :
^E, H. Fay to  W. P. Johnston, Sept. 18, 1880.
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I  would have answ ered your l e t t e r  sooner 
b u t  f o r  th e  hop© t h a t  X would o b ta in  some 
more d e f i n i t e  in fo rm a tio n  th a n  X p o sse sse d  
when i t  was re o e lv e d , X now however on ly  
have le a rn e d  t h a t  Col# Boyd S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  
th e  L o u is ia n a  U n iv e r s i ty  a t  B aton Rouge seek© 
t o  m a in ta in  hi© r i g h t  to  th e  o f f i c e  by an 
a p p e a l t o  th e  C ourts#  ami th a t  th e r e  i s  a 
s t r o n g  p u b lic  f e e l in g  in  hi© favo r*  Under 
th e s e  c irc u m sta n c e s  X suppose n o th in g  can be 
done in  re g a rd  to  your w ish  fo r  th e  P re s id en cy  
o f  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  i f  in d e ed , w ith  th e  f i n ­
a n c ia l  and o th e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  su rro u n d in g  
i t ,  you sh o u ld  th in k  th e  p la c e  d e s ira b le *
In  th e  m eantim e X would be g la d  to  h ea r 
from  you and know f u r th e r  your view s in  th a t  
co n n ec tio n *  X need n o t say  i t  would g iv e  me 
p le a s u re  to  s e rv e  you in  any p r a c t i c a b le  way.
With k in d e s t  remembrance and a f f e c t io n a te  
w ish es  f o r  your w ife ,  and c h ild re n *
y a i th f u l ly  y o u rs ,
J e f f e r s o n  D avis2 
I t  I s  e v id e n t  from  Davis* l e t t e r  t h a t  Jo h n sto n  had made some 
e f f o r t s  t o  have h i s  name p la ced  b e fo re  th e  B oard, O lnce h is  
e le c t io n  fo llo w ed  soon a f t e r  h ia  r e c e ip t  o f  th e  two l e t t e r s  j u s t  
quo ted , he had b u t l i t t l e  tim e to  c o n s id e r  any u n p le a sa n t con­
d i t io n s  t h a t  m igh t be connected  w ith  th e  p o s i t io n ;  and h is  
f in a n c ia l  s i t u a t i o n  was n o t such  a s  t o  d i c t a t e  very  g r e a t  c a u tio n  
in  th e  m a tte r*
At th e  m eetin g  o f  th e  Board on O ctober 4 , Jo h n s to n  was e le c te d  
p re s id e n t o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  At th e  acme m eeting  G enera l I), H#
2I>avia to  V*, F, Johnston, Oept, £1, 1000,
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Maury and C o lo n e l 0 . y* Boyd wore a l s o  nom inat ed f o r  th e  p l a c e d  
The l a t t e r  had been co n n ec ted  w ith  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  from i t s  be­
ginning f and, e x c e p t f o r  th e  y e a r  o f  G enera l W* T# Sherman*© 
administration im m ed ia te ly  p re c e d in g  th e  C iv i l  w ar, had se rv ed  
as p r e s id e n t  d u r in g  th e  year© o f  i t s  e x i s te n c e .
C olonel Boyd*s rem oval came a s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  d is s e n s io n  among 
some o f  h i s  f a c u l ty ,  who succeeded  in  a ro u s in g  to  v ig o ro u s  a c t i v i t y  
a  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t io n  w hich was a l re a d y  h o s t i l e  to  h is  a d m in is t r a t io n • 
Boyd*s opponen ts so u g h t f i r s t  to  ac h iev e  t h e i r  p u rpose  th ro u g h  
l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t io n ;  and when t h i s  d id  n o t b r in g  th e  d e s i r e d  r e s u l t ,  
Governor L* A* V iiltz  d is p la c e d  th e  Board o f  S u p e rv iso rs  and ap p o in ted  
o th e r s ,  who removed th e  p r e s id e n t  from h is  p o s i t io n * ^  C o lonel Boyd 
had many s tr o n g  s u p p o r te r s  among th e  f r ie n d s  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  
some o f  whom were s t i l l  on th e  Board* e s tre n u o u s ly  r e s i s t e d  th e  
a c tio n  o f  th e  new Board by a p p e a lin g  w ith o u t su c c e ss  to  th e  c o u r t s , s  
and h is  f r ie n d s  c o n tin u ed  t h e i r  o p p o s it io n  to  th e  new a d m in is t r a t io n  
a f t e r  Boyd had a p p a re n tly  r e l in q u is h e d  h is  i n t e r e s t  l a  th e  p r e s i ­
dency*
M inu tes* Board o f  S u p e rv is o r s , L* 3* U*# Cot* 4 , 1880*
* An" acco u n t o f  th e  c irc u m sta n ces  connec ted  w ith  Boyd * s  d is m is s a l  
i s  c o n ta in e d  in  W. L* Fleming*© L o u is ia n a  S ta t s  U n iv e r s i ty * 1936, 
PP* 339-345, and M* M. U llker© onra"W om as SuoW tFnoyW r T^351 
JPP* 71-73*
° T ,  D* Boyd* B iary  (The e n try  i s  u n d a ted , bu t follow© one dated
s«pt. 2 9 , laeSTv^
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Jo h n s to n  te le g ra p h e d  h i s  a c ce p tan c e  on O ctober 8 *^ and in  
e a r ly  November he a r r iv e d  a t  Baton Rouge on th e  steam boat 1-1a t a h a a »7' 
The v ic e - p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  B oard , G en era l te o n  J a s t r e m s k i ,  was
an im p o rta n t p a r t  in  m a tte r s  le a d in g  to  C o lonel B oyd 's rem oval; 
and a f t e r  J o h n s to n 's  e l e c t io n  h id  ifew spaper p u b lish e d  s u c c e s s iv e ly  
a number o f  f a v o ra b le  Item s w ith  r e f e re n c e  to  th e  new p re s id e n t*
The ia e u e  o f  O ctober 9 , r e f e r r e d  to  him a s  " th e  ta le n te d  and wor­
thy  eon o f  a  u n iv e r s a l ly  b eloved  s i r e , "  who was " to  d i r e c t  th e  
ed u ca tio n  o f  th e  y o u th  o f  ou r s t a t e ,  whose fa th e r©  fo u g h t under 
th e  v ery  S ta r s  and B ars which drew th e  t a la s t ie  t h a t  d e s tro y e d  an 
e x is te n c e  d e a re r  to  him th a n  i t  was even to  th e  s o ld i e r s  and peop le  
o f th e  South#" A tte n t io n  was a l s o  drawn to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  "he 
m arried  one o f  ou r own l a d i e s "*8 A l a t e r  is s u e  quo ted  an item  
from a  N orth  L o u is ia n a  new spaper, th© C la ib o rn e  g u a rd ia n , w herein  
th e  e d i t o r ,  r e f e r r i n g  to  J o h n s to n 's  e le c t io n  d e c la re d  o p t im is t i c ­
a l ly :  " T h is , we su p p o se , s e t t l e s  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  seems to
have been r i f e  ab o u t th e  w ork ings o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  f o r  some tim e#" 
A lso, th e  G u ard ian , when i t s  e d i to r  tod  cau g h t up w ith  h i s  r e a d ­
in g , was n o t behind  th e  Q a o ito lia n  in  pay ing  t r i b u t e  to  th e  new 
p r e s id e n t 's  f a th e r :
a ls o  th e  p u b l is h e r  o f  th e  Tri-W eekly He to d  p lay ed
S l ia u te a .  Board o f  S u p e rv is o r s , L« 0* t u ,  Oct* 5 , 1BG0 
fe l-W esk ly  C a n i to l la n * Mov* 6 , 1080*
Ibid*. Oot* 9 , 1060.
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S in ce  w r i t in g  th e  above we have se en  th e  
C a p i to l in a  and le a r n  from i t s  colum ns t h a t  
th e  above C o l. W illiam  P* Jo h n sto n  l a  th e  eon 
o f  th e  h e ro ic  A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n s to n , who le d  
th a  C o n fed e ra te  boye and f e l l  a t  S h i lo h ’s  
b loody  b a t t l e *  Mo name sounds w ith  a sw ee te r  
remembrance to  S o u th e rn e rs  th a n  does t h a t  o f  
A lb e r t  S idney  Johnston*  th e n  Col* W illiam  
P re s to n  Jo h n s to n  comes from  a  p a re n ta g e  second 
to  no n e , and i f  he p ro v es to  be so  tho ro u g h  
an  e d u c a to r  a s  h is  f a t h e r  was a m i l i t a r y  le a d e r  
o u r  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  1® sa fe#  And f a th e r s  need 
n o t  f e a r  t h a t  t h e i r  sons w i l l  n o t be t r a in e d  
w ith  c a r e f u l  h an d s*9
Upon Jo h n s to n ’ s  a r r i v a l  th e  C a p ito l in a , ex p re ssed  i t s e l f  a s  
f u l ly  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  o f  th e  new p r e s id e n t  and 
d ec la red  t h a t  th e  news o f  h i s  coming had " a lre a d y  b ro u g h t new 
ac c e ss io n s  o f  s tu d e n ts ,  soon to  be fo llo w ed  by many more".**0 
Even th e  o u s te d  p r e s id e n t ’ s  b r o th e r ,  P ro fe s s o r  Thomas D# 
Boyd, who© th e  new Board r e ta in e d  a s  a member o f  th e  f a c u l t y , ^
was fa v o ra b ly  im pressed  by Jo h n s to n ’ s  appearance  and m anner, 
though th e  two men f a i l e d  to  a p p re c ia te  each  o th e r  u n t i l  th e  
co n c lu sio n  o f  Jo h n s to n ’ s  a d m in is tra tio n #  C oncerning th e  new 
p re s id e n t Boyd w ro te  in  h i s  d ia r y :
I  was fa v o ra b ly  im pressed  by h i s  manner 
and h i s  co n v e rsa tio n *  lie was e v id e n tly  a 
man o f  f in e  l i t e r a r y  c u l tu r e ,  a f lu e n t  sp e a k e r , 
a  read y  and f o r o lb le  w r i t e r ,  b u t he wue to o  
e a s i l y  swayed by th e  c o u n se ls  o f th e  b ia s se d  
p a r t i s a n s  whom he to o k  to  h is  bosom, to  make 
a  g r e a t  su c c e s s  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  in  i t s  th en
, O c t. S3, 1600.
Nov. 6 , 1B8G.
£2t e s ,  Board o f  S u p erv iso rs , L* S* U*, O ct. 5 , 1080
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d is o rg a n iz e d  c o n d i t io n .  1 sensed  h i s  su e -  
d sa d in g  my b ro th e r  a s  no re a s o n  why I  sh o u ld  
n o t work under him in  p e r f e c t  harmony# and
such  was my d e s i r e  and aim  th ro u g h o u t; b u t
he f e l l  in to  th e  e r r o r  o f  lo o k in g  upon C o l.
Boyd a s  h i s  p e rs o n a l enemy (when n o th in g  was 
f a r t h e r  from D a v id 's  th o u g h ts )  and soon b e ­
gan to  t r e a t  a s  enem ies a l l  who were supposed 
t o  be warm f r ie n d s  o f  David
The s i t u a t i o n  which Jo h n sto n  found a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  was 
e v id e n tly  som eth ing  o f  a shock to  him , f o r  Im m ediately  a f t e r  h i s  
a r r i v a l  he w ro te  h i s  f r i e n d ,  J e f f e r s o n  D av is , t h a t  he had a c ce p ted  
th e  p la c e  under th e  Im p ressio n  t h a t  h i s  e l e c t i o n  would harm onise
th e  d is c o rd a n t  e le m e n ts , a s  inform ed D avis a l s o  o f  th e  s u i t  which
was pend ing  " to  t r y  th e  l e g a l i t y  o f  th e  Board which ap p o in ted  ms, 
which C o l. Boyd d e n i e s " * ^  F u r th e r  l i g h t  on h is  view o f  th e  s i t ­
u a tio n  i s  g iv en  in  th ^  fo llo w in g  p a rag rap h  from  th e  same l e t t e r s
The I n s t i t u t i o n  i s  a lm o st d is o rg a n iz e d , 
and i t  was urged  t h a t  my assum ing o f f i c e  
would be u s e fu l  to  th e  U* no m a tte r  how th© 
a u i t  te rm in a te d *  I f  th e  new Board i s  in v a l id ,
I  s h a l l  f e e l  no m o r t i f i c a t io n  In  w ithd raw ing  
w ith  i t .  I f  v a l id ,  I  w i l l  be p re p a re d  to  go 
o n . The p o s i t io n  i s  a d e l i c a t e  o n e , b u t I  
t r u s t  t h a t  p ru d en ce , s i n c e r i t y ,  and k in d n ess  
may en a b le  me to  av o id  a l l  p e rs o n a l com pli­
c a t io n s .  The p o s i t io n  I s  n o t one a t  b e s t ,
In  view  o f  th e  c lim a te  and o th e r  c o n s id e r a t io n s ,  
a s  would e x a c t ly  s u i t  me# But peo p le  u s u a l ly  
s i t  down where th e y  a r e  asked  and n o t where 
th e y  choose .* 4
The p ro sp e c t w hich Jo h n sto n  faced  m ust have b een , from every  
s ta n d p o in t ,  f a r  d i f f e r e n t  from what he ex p ec ted  to  f in d  In  a s t a t e
D. Boyd, D ia ry , (ein try  undated)* •
^W* P . Jo h n s to n  to  J .  D av is , Bov. 9 , 1880, in  Howland, J e f f e r s o n  
P av ia . V o l. V I I I ,  p . 5£1 .
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u n iv e rs i ty *  The s tu d e n ts  e n ro l le d  numbered on ly  t h i r t y - e i g h t  
when he assum ed o f f i c e ,  a number w hich was su b se q u en tly  in c re a s e d
e n t i r e  u n iv e r s i t y ,  in c lu d in g  th e  p r e p a ra to ry  d ep a rtm en t, num­
bered  b e s id e s  th e  p r e s id e n t ,  who was d e s ig n a te d  a s  P ro fe s s o r  o f  
H is to ry  and E n g lish  L i t e r a t u r e ,  and L ie u te n a n t M* P . Jam ar, 
Commandant o f  C a d e ts , who ta u g h t m i l i t a r y  s c ie n c e  and t a c t i c s ,  
e ig h t members* They w ere: R ichard  S* M cCullough, P ro fe s s o r  o f
C hem istry , N a tu ra l  H is to ry , and P h y s io s , in c lu d in g  Astronomy;
George S* Thomas, P ro fe s s o r  o f  L anguages; John Hampden R andolph,
J r . ,  I n s t r u c to r  in  M echanical E n g in e e rin g ; Luke W* C overly , I n s t r u c t  
to r  in  S c i e n t i f i c  A g r ic u ltu re  and E x p erim en ta l Farm ing; Thomas B* 
Boyd, P ro fe s s o r  o f  E n g lish  and I n s t r u c to r  in  th e  P re p a ra to ry  
D epartm ent; and Samuel M* R o b ertso n , I n s t r u c to r  In  th e  P re p a ra to ry  
Department* The o th e r  members o f  th e  s t a f f  c o n s is te d  o f  a su rgeon , 
a l i b r a r i a n ,  a s e c r e ta r y  to  th e  p r e s id e n t ,  a t r e a s u r e r ,  a s te w ard , 
and a j a n i t o r **-6
P ro fe s s o r  M cCullough, a form er c o lle a g u e  o f  J o h n s to n 's  a t  
W ashington and L ee, and L ie u te n a n t Jam ar had p layed  an im p o rtan t 
p a r t  in  th e  f a c u l ty  a g i t a t i o n  a g a in s t  P re s id e n t  Boyd***7 P ro fe s s o rs  
T. D* Boyd and R o b e rtso n , who had been r e ta in e d  by th e  new Board 
a t  a s a la r y  f ig u re  much below th a t  o f  th e  o th e r  teachers,**® were
^ J o h n s t o n 's  r e p o r t  to  Governor L* A# W iltz , M in u te s . Board o f
to  s ix ty - n in e  d u r in g  th e  s e s s io n .* ^  The te a c h in g  s t a f f  f o r  th e
I n t e n s e ly  lo y a l  to  th e  d is p la c e d  e x e c u t iv e . Such a c o n d itio n  
cou ld  p rom ise l i t t l e  in  th e  way o f  harmony; and th e  s i t u a t i o n  
was even w orse in  th e  Board* whore re p re s e n ta tiv e ©  o f  co n ten d in g  
p o l i t i c a l  fn o t io n s  w ere a t  grip© w ith  each  o th e r*  The Governor* 
th e  S ta te  s u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  E ducation* and th e  P re s id e n t  o f  th© 
U n iv e rs ity  w ere a x - o f f l c io  member© o f  th e  Board* The o th e r  mem* 
h e rs  were G en era l Leon Ja e trem sk i*  o f  Baton Kouge* V ic e -} re s id e n t 
Major Senw T* B eauregard* Hew O rle a n s ; Hon* John Clegg* L a fa y e tte  
John Bolhoade* E s q .,  Hew O rle a n s ; H arry T* Edwards* E sq*, Mew 
O rlean s; G en era l 0* Mason Graham* hap Idea  P a r is h ;  A* A* Gunby, 
E sq ., O u ach ita  P a r i s h ;  Hon* W* H* P ipes* E as t F e l ic ia n a  P a r is h ;
F. w* P rioe*  Esq** Ja ck so n ; Hon. W illiam  A* S trong* Winn P a r is h ;  
C olonsl S p en ser IU Thorpe* A v o y elles  P a r ia h ;  C o lonel George L* 
Walton* C oncord ia P a r is h ;  W. H. Goodale* Esq*, Baton Bouge* Sec­
r e ta r y ;  and Harney G k o lfie ld *  Saq«f Baton Rouge* T re a s u re r*3'9 
The membership o f  th e  Board underw ent a p a r t i a l  change d u rin g  
th e  two and a  h a l f  y e a rs  th a t  Jo h n sto n  se rv ed  a© p re s id e n t*  h u t 
sharp  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p in io n  in  m atter©  a f f e c t in g  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  
c h a ra c te r iz e d  th e  m ee tin g s  o f  th e  body th ro u g h o u t h i s  a d m in is tra ­
t io n *29
C a ta lo g , u  s .  u . ,  1661.
StThe M inutes o f  J u ly  3* 4 , 5* 1802* r e v e a l  th e  fo llo w in g  r e s u l t s  
o f b a l l o t s  ta k e n  on item s o f  b u s in e s s ;  7-5* 6-0* 9-4* 0-3* 7-7* 
etc*
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At th e  Board m ee tin g  o f  December 10, 1800, th e  p r e s id e n t  
p re se n te d  a  r e p o r t  c o n c e rn in g  th e  v a r io u s  d ep a rtm en ts  o f  th e  
i n s t i t u t i o n ;  and th e  Board to o k  up such item s a s  th e  c o n d it io n  
b f th e  b o a rd in g  d e p a rtm e n t, th e  s a la r y  o f  a  j a n i t o r ,  th e  owner* 
sh ip  o f  a  p a in t in g  o f  Lee and Jack so n  (which now hangs in  th e  
B i l l  M em orial L ib r a ry ) ,a n d  a b i l l  f o r  #18*80 f o r  la b o ra to ry  
s u p p lie s  p u rch ased  by P ro fe s s o r  McCullough* A lso th e  co u rse  o f  
study  recommended by th e  p r e s id e n t  and th e  f a c u l ty  was a d o p te d , 
and th e  p r e s id e n t  and f a c u l ty  were empowered to  "m odify th e  same 
as  th e  e x ig e n c ie s  o f  th e  I n s t i t u t i o n  may demand” *2* On th e  
fo llo w in g  day th e  Board dev o ted  I t s  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  f in a n c ia l  
problem s o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n , 22 w hich had been a c u te  under Boyd’ s 
a d m in is t r a t io n  and w hich co n tin u ed  so under J o h n s to n 's * 2^
In  F eb ru ary  C o lo n el Boyd fo rm a lly  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  Board 
th e  books and a c c o u n ts  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty , 24 w hich he had k e p t In  
h is  p o s s e s s io n  u n t i l  t h a t  p o in t  i n  th e  s e s s io n ,  p a r t l y  because 
he aw a ited  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  l i t i g a t i o n  d ir e c te d  a t  th e  l e g a l i t y  
o f  th e  B oard, and p a r t l y  because he d id  n o t w ish to  r e l in q u is h  
h is  r e c o rd s  u n t i l  th e y  had been p la c e d  in  p ro p e r  o r d e r *255 C olonel
fo illau tea*  Board o f  S u p e rv is o r s , L* S« U*9 Deo* 10, 1*380•
^ .IB id *'* Deo* 11 , I860*
F le m in g , L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty * In  th e  c h a p te rs  d evo ted  to  
th e  a d m in is t r a t io n s  o f  Soyd and Jo h n s to n , th e  f in a n c ia l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
a re  d is c u s s e d  in  d e ta i l*
I lM lnutee* Board o f  S u p e rv is o rs , L* 8 * u* f Feb* 25, 1881*
°f*  li* Boyd, D ia ry * {gn try  undated )*
Boyd p re s e n te d  h im s e lf  t o  th e  Board on th e  second day o r  th e  
F ebruary  m ee iin g  and was g ra n te d  th e  p r iv i l e g e  o f  th© f lo o r  f o r  
the  pu rp o se  o f  e x p la in in g  m a tte r s  r e l a t i n g  to  th© books and 
acco u n ts  w hich had been under h ie  charge*  F o llow ing  h i s  r e p o r t ,  
th e  Board v o te d  t o  employ th e  T re a s u re r  to  make an  in v e s t ig a t io n  
of th e  "b o o k s, ao o o u n ts , p a p e rs , v o u ch e rs , com m unications, and 
s ta te m e n ts  o f  th e  © x -p rea id en t and th e  e x - t r e a s u r e r  and r e p o r t  
th e re o n  a t  th e  n e x t m ee tin g  o f  th e  Board#
B ear th e  end o f  th e  sc h o o l s e s s io n  C olonel Boyd ad d re ssed  a  
len g th y  s ta te m e n t to  th e  a lum ni and e x -c a d e ts  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  
in  which l e t t e r  he p re s e n te d  h i s  c a se  and p a id  h i s  r e s p e c ts  In  
v igo rous language to  h is  enem ies* Be charged  t h a t  th e  whole p u r ­
pose o f  th e  " s o - c a l l e d  r e - o r g a n is a t io n  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity "  had been 
to  g e t  r i d  o f  him , and t h a t  in  s u s ta in in g  th e  l e g a l i t y  o f  th e  new 
Board o f  S u p e rv is o r s ,  w hich had been ap p o in ted  by th e  governor 
a f t e r  th e  ad jou rnm en t o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and th e r e f o r e  lack ed  
co n firm a tio n  by th e  S e n a te , " th e  ju d ic ia r y  so a c te d  a s  to  f o r f e i t  
th e  r e s p e c t  o f  h o n o rab le  lem bers o f  th e  b a r  th ro u g h o u t th e  S t a t e ” * 
He a s s e r te d  a l s o  t h a t  th o se  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  h i s  rem oval in c lu d ed  
s e v e ra l  p r o f e s s o r s  whose s a l a r i e s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  h i s  own, he had 
recommended to  be red u ce d ; a  c l iq u e  o f  schem ing p o l i t i c i a n s  who 
d e s ire d  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty 's  money and p a tro n ag e  f o r  
p o l i t i c a l  p u rp o se s ; and l i e u te n a n t  Jam ar and h i s  f r ie n d s *
^ M in u te s * Board o f  S u p e rv is o r s , L* 3* U#, ieb*  26, 1SB1*
2*5
C oncerning Jam ar he w ro te  i n  th e  m ost d en u n c ia to ry  te rm s , a lm o st 
s t r a in in g  th e  r e s o u rc e s  o f  t h a t  c h a r a c te r  o f  language d es ig n ed  f o r  
p e rso n a l a t ta c k *  C o lonel Boyd f u r t h e r  charged  t h a t  h i s  enem ies 
had so u g h t to  c o n c e a l th e  s e l f i s h  purpose© u n d e r ly in g  t h e i r  oppo­
s i t i o n  to  him by a r e s o r t  t o  p re te n se s*  They blamed him because 
the  e n ro llm e n t d u r in g  th e  l a s t  s e s s io n  had dropped from 179 to  
70 , w hich d e c l in e  had r e a l l y  been caused  by an ep idem ic o f  ty p h o id  
fe v e r  r e s u l t i n g  in  th e  d e a th  o f  one o f  th e  ca d e ts*  A la rg e  num­
ber o f  s tu d e n ts  were w ithdraw n by t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  and some o f  th e  
p ro fe s s o r s  had so u g h t to  induce o th e r s  to  le a v e ,  and th u s  b reak  
up th e  schoo l*  "B u t~ if  1 was a  f a i l u r e  w ith  70 c a d e ts  a s  my r o l l  
a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  s e s s io n ,"  Boyd in q u i r e s ,  * ^h a t a re  th e y ,  t h i s  
new B oard , who have to d ay  b u t 36 c a d e ts  p ro p e r  (b o a rd in g  in  th e  
U n iv e rs ity )  and 16 day s c h o la r s  from  B aton Rouge?* In  r e p ly  to  
th e  ch a rg e  t h a t  h i s  a c c o u n ts  were n o t made up and read y  f o r  in*  
a p e o tlo n , he a s s e r te d  t h a t  th e  p re s s u re  o f  many d u t ie s  d u r in g  th e  
t r y in g  s e s s io n  had made i t  im p o ss ib le  f o r  him to  do th e  work o f  
clerk, and t h a t  s in c e  h i s  d is m is s a l ,  h i s  work had been  d iv id e d  
among th r e e  o r  fo u r  o f f ic e r s *  A nsw ering th e  f i n a l  charge  t h a t  he 
had f a i l e d  to  o o l l c c t  th e  b o a rd in g  and fee© from  c a d e ts  in  ad* 
vance, and had co n seq u en tly  ru n  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  In  d e b t ,  Boyd 
d e c la re d  t h a t  a s t r i c t  adherence to  th e  p o l ic y  o f  c o l l e c t in g  in  
advance had been found im p ra c t ic a b le ,  a s  th e  new Board had d i s ­
covered d u r in g  th e  c u r r e n t  s e s s io n * ^
2 Î>* y* Boyd, L e tter  to  Alumni and iSx~Cadets o f  L* 0* U ., llay 14 , 1881*
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The s i t u a t i o n  in d ic a te d  in  C o lonel Boyd*© l e t t e r  was such  
as to  re n d e r  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  h i s  su c c e s so r  d i f f i c u l t #  W hatever 
th e  s t a t e  o f  Jo h n s to n ’ s  f e e l in g s  may have been d u rin g  th e  f i r s t  
year o f  h i s  a d m in is t r a t io n  h is  r e p o r t  to  th e  Board a t  th e  c lo s e  
o f th e  te rm  was c h e e r f u l ,  f o r  he s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  s e s s io n  had been 
t r a n q u i l ,  t h a t  th e  I n s t i t u t i o n  had been th o ro u g h ly  o rg a n iz e d , 
w ith  r e s u l t i n g  improvement in  ev e ry  d ep a rtm en t, and th a t  th e  Board 
had a d m in is te re d  th e  f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  in  a 
g r a t i f y in g  manner# lie r e p o r te d  a l s o  t h a t  th e  fo u r  c o u rse s  o f  
study w hich , upon th e  recom m endation o f  th e  f a c u l ty ,  th e  Board 
had adop ted  a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  th e  o p t io n a l  sy s tem , had been 
p u t in to  o p e ra t io n  a s  f a r  a s  was p o s s ib le ,  and t h a t  th e re  was a  
p ro sp ec t o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n ’ s  b e in g  a b le  to  e s t a b l i s h  a b e t t e r  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  d u r in g  th e  fo llo w in g  year#  The sm a ll en ro llm en t 
he a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e  l i t i g a t i o n  re g a rd in g  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  
U n iv e rs ity , and he ex p re ssed  co n fid en ce  o f  an  in c re a s e  a t  th e  
opening o f  th e  n e x t term# He commended th e  harm onious and 
f a i t h f u l  work o f  th e  f a c u l t y ,  and p ra is e d  th e  conduct and a t t i ­
tude o f  th e  ca d e ts#  *X have had a  la rg e  e x p e rie n c e  w ith  young 
men," he a& se rted ; "b u t I  can s a f e ly  m y  X have n ev er Seen a more 
o rd e r ly , r e s p e c t f u l ,  and c h e e r fu l  body o f s tu d e n ts * M T h is  con­
d i t io n  he a s c r ib e d  p a r t l y  to  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  and 
p a r t ly  to  th e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  "w hich i s  ad ap ted  
so f a r  a s  we have been a b le  to  e s t a b l i s h  i t ,  to  our e x a c t c o n d itio n "#
m
" D is c ip l in e ,"  d e c la re d  R e s id e n t  Jo h n s to n , "sh o u ld  n o t weigh upon 
th e  s tu d e n t  l i k e  e  yo k e , h u t c lo th e  and adorn  him l i k e  a garm ent*” 
The p r e s id e n t  a l s o  p r a is e d  v a r io u s  d ep a rtm en ts  o f th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  
recommended an  in c re a s e  in  h o s p i t a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  commended th e  
Board upon i t s  b u s in e s s l ik e  p o l ic y  o f demanding payment in  advance 
from th e  s tu d e n t s ,  and ex p ressed  th e  w ish  t h a t  no s tu d e n t shou ld  
leav e  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  w ith o u t some knowledge o f  d raw ing , o r  a t  
l e a s t  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  le a r n in g  i t#
I lia  a p p r a i s a l  o f  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d epartm en t o f  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  
was th e  l e a s t  c h e e r fu l  p o r t io n  o f  h i s  re p o r t#  P o in tin g  o u t th e  
f a c t  t h a t  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  d o in g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  work In  t h i s  f i e l d
were much below  what was r e q u ir e d  f o r  a o h ie v in g  th e  r e s u l t s  ex­
pected  by th e  p u b l ic ,  he summ arized th e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  fo l lo w s :
We have a s m a ll ,  p o o r, b ad ly  lo c a te d  
fa rm , w ith  a  c louded  t i t l e *  Ho ju d ic io u s  
man would la y  money o u t on i t  under any 
c irc u m s ta n c e s . We m ust do th e  b e s t  we can 
w ith  what we h av e . To young men d e s i r in g  
to  become p la n te r s  we n u e t and can  g iv e  th e  
fu n d am en ta ls  o f  a l i b e r a l  e d u c a tio n  r e q u ire d  
by law ; we can add to  th e se  th o se  s p e c ia l  
s c i e n t i f i c  b ran ch es  m ost u s e fu l  to  th e  faim er*
A ll  an im al and v e g e ta b le  l i f e  f u r n is h  i l l u s ­
t r a t i o n s  to  th e  a b le  in s t r u c to r *  The f i e l d ,
th e  g a rd e n , th e  ro a d s id e , th e  s t a b l e ,  th e  d a iry
ar<s h i s  workshops# Her© we have a l s o  th e
g ro a t  su g a r houses o f  our p l a n t e r s ,  g in  h o u se s , 
and o i l  m i l l s  open to  o u r s tu d e n ts#  With a 
s k i l l e d  te a c b o r  th o se  w i l l ,  fo r  th e  p r e s e n t ,  
be s u f f i c i e n t ,  n e v e r th e le s s  we m ust lo s e  no 
o p p o r tu n ity  f o r  d e v e lo p m e n t.^
p .  Jo h n s to n , R eport to  th e  Board o f S u p e rv is o r s , L . 5* U ., 
Ju ly  1 , l t i f i l ,  in  th e  M inutes o f th e  aame d a te .
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In  h i s  r e p o r t  Jo h n s to n  p a id  t r i b u t e  to  th e  s e rv ic e s  re n d e re d  
by L ie u te n a n t  Jam ar, Commandant o f  Cadets* At an ad jo u rn ed  m eeting  
o f th e  B oard , w hich o c c u rre d  on th e  same day , th e  p r e s id e n t  re a d  
an o rd e r  from  th e  War D epartm ent, s ig n e d  by G en era l Sherman, r e ­
l ie v in g  Jam ar o f  h i s  p o s i t io n  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity *  Jo h n sto n  th en  
read  a r e s o lu t io n  from  th e  f a c u l ty  p r a i s in g  Jam ar*s work and 
u rg ing  t h a t  he be r e tu rn e d  to  h i s  p o s t ;  and t h i s  was approved by 
the  Board*29 However, th e  r e s o lu t io n  a v a i le d  n o th in g , f o r  th e  
o f f i c e r  who was so p le a s in g  to  Jo h n sto n  and so  obnoxious to  h i s  
p red ec esso r was w ithdrawn*
The U n iv e r s i ty  had c o n fe r re d  no d eg ree s  d u r in g  th e  seven 
y ea rs  p re c e d in g  th e  new p r e s id e n t1s  a r r i v a l  th e r e ;  and i t  was 
because o f  t h i s  f a c t  t h a t  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  " r e v e r te d  t o  th e  o ld e r  
system  o f  o u rricu lu m s o r s t a t e d  c o u rs e s , w ith  a b s o lu te  req u irem e n ts  
and a f ix e d  s ta n d a rd  f o r  d e g r e e s " *$0 fo u r  co u rse s  o f  s tu d y
c o n s is te d  o f  two u n iv e r s i ty  c o u rs e s , one c l a s s i c a l  and th e  o th e r  
s c i e n t i f i c ;  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o u rse ; and a m echan ica l c o u rse . The 
f i r s t  two r e q u ir e d  fo u r  y e a rs  e ach , and le d  to  th e  B achelo r o f  
A rts and B ache lo r o f  S c ien ce  d e g re e s ; th e  l a t t e r  two were th r e e -  
year c o u rs e s , upon th e  com pletion  o f  which a s tu d e n t re c e iv e d  a 
G raduate i n  A g r ic u ltu re  o r  a G raduate in  M echanics c e r t i f i c a t e .
The c l a s s i c a l  co u rse  was made up la r g e ly  o f L a t in ,  G reek,
l & fin u te s . Board o f  S u p e rv is o r s , L . S . U ., J u ly  1 , 1881* 
C a t a l o g . L . S . U ., 1881, p . 14.
mathematics, and b ran ch  In  th e  f i r  a t  th r e e  y e a r s , w ith  sc ie n c e  
and philosophy predominating In  th e  senior year*  The S c i e n t i f i c  
sours* diffarad from th a  C la s s i c a l  c o u rse  in  t h a t  German m ight 
take th e  p la c e  o f  Greek in  th e  freshm an and sophomore y e a r s ,  
and courses i n  h ig h e r  m athem atics were s u b s t i tu te d  f o r  L a t in  and 
Greek in  th e  ju n io r  year*  The A g r ic u l tu r a l  and M echanical co u rse s  
omitted L a tin  and G reek , s u b s t i t u t i n g  h i s t o r y ,  iSngllsh  l i t e r a t u r e ,  
political s c ie n c e , and p r a c t i c a l  s c i e n t i f i c  c o u r s e s * ^
The U n iv e r s i ty  l i b r a r y  c o n ta in e d  17,000 volum es, b e s id e s  f i l e s  
o f European and American new spapers and p e r io d ic a l s  and bound 
volumes o f  B aton Bouge new spapers ru n n in g  back f o r  h a l f  a cen tu ry*  
Because o f  th e  s t a t e  o f  i t s  f in a n c e s ,  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  sought a s s i s t ­
ance f o r  th e  l i b r a r y  and o th e r  d ep a rtm en ts  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  by 
ap p ea ls  to  th e  p u b lic  f o r  d o n a tio n s  o f  works o f  a r t ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
p o r t r a i t s ,  books, p am p h le ts , l a n u s c r lp ts ,  maps, f l i c s  o f  o ld  news­
p a p e rs , a p p a ra tu s ,  m odels, a n t i q u i t i e s ,  r e l i c s ,  f o s s i l s ,  p l a n t s ,  
se ed s , and specim ens o f  an im al and v e g e ta b le  l i f e * ^ g
The paym ent o f  s ix te e n  d o l l a r s  a month by each c a d e t covered  
the  c o s t  o f  b o a rd , room r e n t  and s e r v a n t*& a t te n d a n c e , w ashing 
and m ending, f u e l  and l i g h t s ,  end m ed ica l a t te n d a n c e  and m edicines*  
The c o s t  o f  th e  re q u ire d  un ifo rm  was e s tim a te d  a t  a f ig u re  n o t to  
exceed f i f t y  d o l l a r s ,  and th e  av erag e  expense fo r  tex t-book®  van
Z 2 Q
f iv e  d o l l a r s  f o r  th e  s e s s io n * 5 5  A ccording  to  a  s ta te m e n t in  th e  
c a ta lo g ,  "L ig h t y e t  e x a c t m i l i t a r y  d u t ie s  and r e g u la r  b u t n o t  
sev ere  d r i l l ,  r a th e r  h e lp  th a n  h in d e r  p ro g re s s  in  s tu d ie s *  The 
d e s ig n  i s  t o  e d u c a te , n o t p ro f e s s io n a l  b u t c i t i z e n  s o l d i e r s " * 5 4  
The a t t e n t i o n  g iv en  to  th e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f  th e  c a d e ts  i s  
in d ic a te d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  p a ra g ra p h ;
The I n s t i t u t i o n  i s  n o t s e c t a r i a n ,  o r  
under d en o m in a tio n a l I n f lu e n c e s ,  b u t i t  i s  
hoped t h a t  i t s  te n d e n c ie s  a re  d i s t i n c t l y  
r e l ig io u s # • • • R e l ig io u s  s e rv ic e s*  on which 
a tte n d a n c e  i s  v o lu n ta ry , a r e  h e ld  each morn-* 
in g  in  th e  c h a p e l ,  by clergym en o f  Baton 
Rouge, in  ro ta t io n *  C adets a re  r e q u ir e d  
t o  a t te n d  such  ohurohes in  Baton Rouge a© 
may be d e s ig n a te d  by t h e i r  p a r e n t s * * 5 5
The to n e  o f  t h i s  s e c t io n ,  a s  w e ll a s  th a t  o f  th e  p re c e d in g  
s ta tem en t r e l a t i n g  to  m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e ,  a f f o rd s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  
c o n t r a s t  to  th e  s p i r i t  o f  a p a rag rap h  o f  th e  sane s u b je c t  pub­
l is h e d  in  th e  l a s t  c a ta lo g  t h a t  appeared  b e fo re  « o h n * to n 's  e le c t io n *  
The l a t t e r  item  ra n  a s  fo llo w s ;
P a r e n ts ,  o r  g u a rd ia n s , w i l l  p le a s e  sp ec ­
i f y  th e  chu rches in  B aton Rouge, w hich th ey  
w ish  t h e i r  eo n s , o r  w ard s, to  a tte n d *  T h e ir  
w ish  w i l l  be ou r o rd e r ;  and t h e i r  so n s , o r  
w ard s, w i l l —th a n k s  to  m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e —* 
a t te n d  d iv in e  w orsh ip  on Sundays, in  chu rches 
o f  t h e i r  c h o ic e , th e  we&thur p e rm it t in g  and 
th e  p re a c h e r  o f f i c i a t i n g ,  J u s t  a s  s u re ly  a s ,  
on Mondays, th e y  w i l l  be p r e s e n t  a t  th e  M th -  
e m a tie a l  c la s h e s  o r th e  m i l i t a r y  d r i l l s . 5®
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At a  m ee tin g  o f  th e  Board o f  S u p e rv is o rs  on th e  day fo llo w in g  
the  one on w hich Jo h n s to n  p re s e n te d  h i s  r e p o r t  t a  com m ittee o f  
th a t  body r e p o r te d  fa v o ra b ly  upon a lm o st a l l  o f  th e  recom m endations 
o f th e  p r e s id e n t .  The com m ittee a l s o  a u th o r is e d  him to  a s s ig n  
c e r t a in  rooms In  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  b u i ld in g  a s  l i v i n g  q u a r te r s  f o r  
h im se lf  and fa m ily ; and th e y  recommended t h a t  a committo o  com­
posed o f  th e  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  and th e  v ic e - p r e s id e n t  
of th e  Board be a p p o in te d  " to  make f u r th e r  e f fo r t®  to  o b ta in  from 
th e  U# S . Governm ent, th e  B a rrack s  p ro p e r ty  o r  governm ent r e s e r ­
v a t io n .  f o r  th e  u se s  o f  th £ s  I n s t i t u t i o n  an  ■ th a t  th e y  be 
s p e c ia l ly  re q u e s te d  to  co rre sp o n d  w ith  our S e n a to rs  and R epre­
s e n ta t iv e s  in  C o n g ress, w ith  th e  view o f  e n l i s t i n g  t h e i r  a c t iv e  
e f f o r t s  In  se c u r in g  th e  p ro p e r l e g i s l a t i o n  to  accom plish  t h i s  
end% 3?
Hie m ee tin g s  o f  th e  B oard , which had begun on J u ly  1 , were 
con tinued  th ro u g h  J u ly  4 ; and on th e  l a t t e r  d a te  a l e t t e r  from 
C olonel D» If. Boyd was r e a d ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  he had p a id  th e  b a lan ce  
on th e  Lee and Jack so n  p ic tu r e  and was t r a n s f e r r in g  h i s  r i g h t s  
and i n t e r e s t s  in  I t  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity #  C olonel Jo h n s to n  moved 
th a t  th e  d o n a tio n  be accep ted  and t h a t  th e  th a n k s  o f th© Board 
be r e tu rn e d  to  C o lonel Boyd# 3 6
??MinutQS, Board o f  3uperv i s o r s ,  L . 3# U # f Ju ly  £ , 18B1#
a e g g g r r r W  4 , 1061.
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On J u ly  3 ,  th e  commencement sermon was p reach ed  by J o h n s to n ’ s 
t r le n d  o f  fo rm er y e a r s , th e  H igh t H everend John N* G a lla g h e r ,
Bishop o f  Hew Orleans.® ®
The Board w hich m et in  December, 1881, e x h ib ite d  some new 
face s  among i t s  m e m b e rsh ip .^  G overnor W iltz  ,who had been unable 
to  a t te n d  th e  J u ly  m ee tin g s  because  o f  i l l n e s s h a d  d ie d  in  
O ctober; and L ieu ten an t-G o v ern o r S . D. McEnery had ta k e n  h i s  
place* Among th e  o th e r  new members p r e s e n t  was E* B. IC ru tts c lin lt t  
o f New O rle a n s , a  fo rm er s tu d e n t  and f a c u l ty  a s s i s t a n t  o f  Jo h n s to n ’ s 
a t  W ashington and Lee U n iv e r s i ty .  The re c o rd s  o f  su b seq u en t m eet­
in g s  o f  th e  Board in d ic a te  th a t  K r u t t s c h n i t t  was a t  a l l  tim es a 
lo y a l and a b le  s u p p o r te r  o f  th e  p r e s id e n t .  The re c o rd s  a ls o  r e ­
v ea l th e  f a c t  t h a t  Jo h n s to n ’ s  need  fo r  such su p p o rt was g r e a t ,  
fo r  in  th e  Board he en co u n te red  c o n s is te n t  o p p o s it io n  from some 
members who r e s e n te d  h is  p re se n ce  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty .  C h ief among 
th e se  was th e  aged b u t v ig o ro u s  G enera l G. Mason Graham, a v e te ra n  
of th e  M exican War, an im p o rta n t f r ie n d  o f th e  U n iv e r s i ty  from  
i t s  b e g in n in g , an ad m ire r o f  i t s  f i r s t  p r e s id e n t ,  W illiam  Tecurnseh 
Sherman, and a m i l i t a n t  s u p p o r te r  o f  C olonel Boyd’ s i n t e r e s t s . 4 2  
A fte r th e  o ld  Board had f a i l e d  th ro u g h  th e  c o u r ts  to  r e g a in  con­
t r o l  o f th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  Boyd re tu rn e d  f o r  a tim e to  h is  n a t iv e
. qCa ta lo g ,  L« S . U», 1081, p .  2*
?■«M in u tes . Board o f  S u p e rv is o r s , L. S . U .f Deo. 7 , 1881.
. J u ly  4 ,  1881.
^G raham *s name ap p e a rs  many tim es  in  F lem in g ’ s L o u is ia n a  S ta te  
U n iv e r s i ty .
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state, V ir g in ia ,  where he conducted  an academ y; and d u r in g  h ie  
absence from  L o u is ia n a f G en e ra l Graham w ro te  him from  tim e to  
tim e c o n c e rn in g  w hat o c c u rre d  in  th e  Board m e e t in g s * ^  At time© 
he ex p ressed  an  a lm o st grim  s a t i s f a c t i o n  when re c o u n tin g  h i s  
e f f o r t s  to  em b arrass  th e  e x i s t i n g  a d m in is tra t io n *  F or exam ple, 
a t  th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f th e  December m eetin g  r e f e r r e d  to  above , 
he im m ediately  w ro te  Boyd, t e l l i n g  him o f  th e  la c k  o f  harmony 
in th e  Board and o f  h i s  own a c t i v i t y  a s  a  member o f  th e  m in o r ity  
fa c tio n *  T hat he had l i t t l e  re g a rd  f o r  P re s id e n t  Jo h n s to n  i s  
a p p a re n t from  th e  fo llo w in g  e x t r a c t  from  th e  l e t t e r s
<*hoa i t  came to  th e  R e so lu tio n  f o r  p ay in g  
Mr* S ew ell f o r  d o in g  Mr* C alhoun’ s work, he 
hav ing  drawn h is  s a la r y  to  1 s t  G ot#, and gone 
o f f  a f t e r  th e  c lo s e  o f th e  s e s s io n  in  J u ly ,  
le a v in g  a l l  th e  work undone, I  th o u g h t i t  a  
p ro p e r  moment to  rem ind th e  33oard o f  I t s  a c t io n  
In  re g a rd  to  your payment to  Mr* lloAuley and 
s t a t e d  I t  a s  c l e a r ly  and c o n c is e ly  a s  I  c o u ld , 
b u t i t  seemed to  be th e  f e e l in g  t h a t  t h a t  
sh o u ld  more a p p r o p r ia te ly  bo b rought up a s  
" u n f in is h e d  b u s in e s s ,"  o r "new b u s in e s s ,"  I  
l e t  i t  drop* In  th e  co u rse  o f  th e  d is c u s s io n  
t h a t  grew o u t o f  i t ,  1  ©aid in t e r r o g a t iv e l y ,  
t o  Col* J . ,  who w ith  th e  r e s t  ware a lo n g  th e  
R oyal 3 t*  end o f  th e  room, " h a l l  th en  s i r ,  
th e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  Mr* Calhoun drew th e  e n t i r e  
s a la r y  up to  1 s t  O c t . ,  and th en  went o f f  on 
th a  c lo s e  o f  th e  s e s s io n  in  J u ly ,  le a v in g  a l l  
th e  work undone,"  to  w hich he r e p l ie d  w ith  
h i s  p e c u l ia r  l i t t l e  la u g h , an he tu rn e d  h is  
p e rso n  edgeways tow ards me, "¥*©115 t h a t ’ s  th e  
E n g lish  o f  i t . "
^G raham  to  D« F* Boyd, Deo* 7 , 1681$ Mar* 13, 1882; F eb . 13, 
1083; Ju n e  5 , 1083.
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the rem a in d er o f  th e  l e t t e r  d w elt upon th e  w rang le  ab o u t th e  
m a t te r ,  and r e f e r r e d  In  an uncom plim entary fa s h io n  to  th e  hand­
l in g  o f  th e  m ee tin g  by th e  G overnor, who, th e  w r i t e r  a s s e r t e d ,  
l e f t  th e  body d u r in g  th e  re a d in g  o f  two l e t t e r s  from  C olonel 
Boyd r e l a t i n g  to  h i s  own a f f a i r s * ^ 4
l a  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  A p r i l  th e  Board met 
ag a in  $ and d u r in g  t h i s  s e s s io n  Graham co n tin u ed  to  e x h ib i t  a  h o s­
t i l e  a t t i t u d e  tow ard th e  a d m in is tra t io n *  lie asked  to  have sp read  
on th e  m in u tes  a  re c o rd  o f  h is  n e g a tiv e  v o te  and h is  re a so n s  fo r  
so  v o tin g  on c e r t a i n  r e s o lu t io n s  p assed  by th e  B oard, among them 
the  r e s o lu t io n  in  re g a rd  to  th e  c h a i r  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  and p r a c t i c a l  
a g r ic u l tu r e  "on th e  ground o f  th e  want o f  means to  pay th e  s a la r y  
and h is  in v in c ib le  o p p o s it io n  to  ru n n in g  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  In to  d e b t * " ^ 8  
th e  G en e ra l a ls o  th rew  th e  m eeting  in to  some co n fu sio n  when 
he in tro d u c e d  a r e s o lu t io n  which s t a t e d  " th a t  by th e  o m issio n  o f  
the  govern o r to  send in  to  th e  l a s t  m eeting  o f  th e  S en ate  th e  
names o f  ile&srs* D olhonde, J a s tr e m s k l ,  P ip e s ,  and W alton f o r  
co n firm a tio n  by th e  S e n a te , under th e  6 9 th  a r t i c l e  o f  th e  Coa- 
a t i t u t l o a  o f  th e  S ta te  th o se  gen tlem en have ceased  to  be members 
o f th e  Board” * The r e s o lu t io n  was r e f e r r e d  to  a com m ittee con­
s i s t i n g  o f  fo u r  members, one o f  whom was A x u ttso h n iii*  A fte r  a 
r e c e s s ,  Jn e tra m sk i p re s e n te d  th e  fo llo w in g  r e s o lu t io n :
Graham to  Boyd, Dec* 7 , I f  81*
?ln u te a « Board o f  S u p erv iso rs , L* 0* U#, Apr. 3 ,  188E*
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Inasm uch a s  th e r e  e x i s t s  a w e ll-fo u n d e d  
doub t a s  to  our l e g a l  r i g h t  to  e x e rc is e  th e  
fu n c t io n s  o f  S u p e rv iso rs  o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  
we deem i t  p ro p e r  a t  t h i s  ju n c tu r e ,  t o  r e ­
l in q u i s h  th e  same in  o rd e r  t h a t  no q u e s tio n
may a r i s e  to  in v a l id a te  th e  p ro cee d in g s  o f  
your B oard .
On m otion  of P r e s id e n t  Jo h n s to n  n a t io n  on t h i s  m a  postponed  
until a f t e r  th e  r e a d in g  and c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  
committee a p p o in te d  on th e  m a t te r ,  th e  com m ittee in  i t s  r e p o r t  
affirmed t h a t  th e  q u e s tio n s  r a i s e d  by th e  r e s o lu t io n  "were such  
a s  could  n o t be p a sse d  upon by t h i s  body" and t h a t  s in c e  th e
gentlemen whose p o s i t io n s  were c h a lle n g e d  h e ld  com m issions s ig n e d
by th e  g o v e rn o r , " t h e i r  r i g h t  to  o f f i c e  can n o t be q u e s tio n e d  
except th ro u g h  th e  c o u r t s " .  The r e p o r t  b e in g  ad o p ted , Graham 
In tro d u ced  a  r e s o lu t io n  t h a t  th e  members in  q u e s tio n  be re q u e s te d  
to  w ithdraw  t h e i r  com m unication to  th e  Board r e l in q u i s h in g  t h e i r  
s e a ts .  A f te r  w ithd raw ing  f o r  c o n s u l ta t io n ,  th e  ch a lle n g e d  mem­
bers a g r e e d . ^
The f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  w ere a c u te ;  and 
a t  th e  A p r i l  m eetin g  th e  f in a n c e  com m ittee recommended th e  fo llo w ­
ing  m easures f o r  im proving  th e  s i t u a t i o n :  t h a t  a lo a n  be secu red  
to  cover th e  d e f i c i t  f o r  s a l a r i e s  and o th e r  i te m s ; th a t  th e  G enera l 
Assembly be re q u e s te d  to  re im b u rse  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  Baby-Bonds 
fo r  th e  amount o f  £15 ,681 p a id  to  th e  c r e d i to r s  o f  th e  o ld  U n iv e rs ity
4ttxbia.
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l a  com pliance w ith  a  s p e c ia l  a c t  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o rd e r in g  i t ;  and 
th&h tb s  sane  to d y  be re q u e s te d  to  t r a n s f e r  I t s  an n u a l a p p r o p r ia t io n  
fo r  th e  s u p p o r t o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  from th e  g e n e ra l  fund to  th e  
schoo l fu n d . The l a t t e r  p ro v is io n  was v ig o ro u s ly  opposed by Mr.
Fay, th e  S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  E ducation* who a s s e r te d  t h a t  th e  
institution* in  a d m itt in g  s tu d e n ts  under age and th o se  n o t q u a l i f i e d  
fo r  e n t r a n c e * had gone c o n tra ry  to  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  Board 
of S u p e rv is o r s ;  and he took  th e  p o s i t io n  t h a t  a s t a t e  has no r i g h t  
to  p ro v id e  f o r  a n y th in g  o u t o f  i t s  P u b lic  f r e e  School Fund e x cep t 
the elementary b ran ch es o f  e d u c a tio n . A r e s o lu t io n  c o n ta in in g  
the recommended m easures was p aaaed , however* w ith  Graham and 
Strickland r e q u e s t in g  t h a t  th e y  be reco rd ed  a s  v o tin g  a g a in s t  a l l  
three parts of It.47 S u p e r in te n d e n t Fay i a t e r  e n jo in e d  th e  S ta te  
A uditor and th e  s t a t e  T re a s u re r  from ta k in g  th e  U n iv e r s i ty 1© 
appropriation o f  ^ 1 0 , 0 0 0  o u t o f  th e  p u b lic  sch o o l fund*4^
O ther r e s o lu t io n s  p assed  by th e  Board in c lu d e d  a  recom m endation 
th a t  th e  p r e s id e n t  be d i r e c te d  to  e n fo rc e  s t r i c t l y  th e  req u irem e n ts  
w ith  re g a rd  to  th e  ad m iss io n  o f  s tu d e n ts ;  t h a t  th e  c o l le g e  ch a rg es  
fo r  th e  n e x t s e s s io n  be r a i s e d  to  tw en ty  d o l l a r s  a m onth; and t h a t  
the  Board h e a r t i l y  approve th e  a c t io n  o f  th e  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  
f a c u l ty  and th e  surgeon* D r. Dupree " in  th e  m a tte r  o f  s e c u r in g  
and d i s t r i b u t i n g  B o v in e -v lru s* "4^ and t h a t  th e  G enera l Assembly
A&I&&.* A pr. 4* 1682.
4 o S E u *  O ct. 2 * 1663*
T h e  im p o rtan ce  D r. Dupree*a work in  th e  p re v e n tio n  o f  sm allpox  
la  in d ic a te d  in  F lem ing*s L o u is ia n a  s t a t e , U p lv e ra l ty . p . 403 .
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be asked  t o  d e f r a y  th e  c o s t  th e re o f*  The Board a l s o  approved  th e  
recom m endation o f  P re s id e n t  Jo h n sto n  th a t  a p e t i t i o n  be p re s e n te d  
to  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c a l l i n g  fo r  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  a norm al sc h o o l 
a t  th e  U n iv e r s i t y .5^
At th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  s e s s io n  in  J u ly  when th e  sch ed u le  o f
s a l a r i e s  was p r e s e n te d ,  Graham moved to  reduce  th e  s a la r y  o f  th e
p re s id e n t  from  $2 ,500  to  § 2 ,0 0 0 , and J a s tre m s k i moved t h a t  i t  be
s e t  a t  $ 2 ,2 5 0 , b u t b o th  m o tions were l o s t .  K r u t t s o h n i t t  moved th e
ad o p tio n  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  r e s o lu t io n  which would keep th e  s a la r y
a t  $2 ,500 , and t h i s  was v o te d . The reo o rd  o f  th e  b a l l o t s  o a s t  a t
the  J u ly  m ee tin g  in d ic a te s  t h a t  a lth o u g h  Jo h n s to n  s t i l l  r e c e iv e d
the  su p p o rt o f  a m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  B oard , th e  m arg in  o f advan tage
on h is  s id e  was narrow  and s u b je c t  to  c o n s id e ra b le  f lu c tu a t io n ;
and th e  o p p o s it io n  was g a in in g  s t r e n g th .  Even th e  r e s o lu t io n  w ith
reg ard  to  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  a co u rse  o f  s tu d y  was c a r r ie d  by on ly  a 
51s l ig h t  m a rg in .
Jo h n sto n  n o t o n ly  en co u n te red  o p p o s it io n  in  th e  Board b u t in  
the  f a c u l ty  a s  w e l l .  P ro fe s s o r  T. D. Boyd, a s  w e ll a s  on© o r two 
o th e r  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  d is a g re e d  w ith  ther p r e s id e n t  upon s e v e r a l  o ccas­
ions in  m a tte r s  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f th e  U n iv e r s i ty .5^ 
A ccording to  Boyd, Jo h n s to n  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  o p p o s it io n  to  p e rs o n a l
5?M inutea. Board o f S u p e rv is o r s , L . S . U ., A pr. 4 , 1682. 
gg f t t d . V Ju ly  4 ,  1882.
02tjTr I j .  Boyd, D ia ry , (fcntry u n d a te d ) .
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..an im o sity ; and  th e  s t a t e  o f  f e e l in g  engendered  by th e  la c k  o f  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  betw een Boyd and th e  p r e s id e n t  re a c h e d  a  b o i l in g  
p o in t in  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  s e s s io n  o f  1881-1883* The con­
d i t io n  o f  a f f a i r s  a s  viewed by th e  form er i s  in d ic a te d  in  th e  
fo llo w in g  e x t r a c t  from  a l e t t e r  which ho w ro te  to  h i s  b r o th e r :
we a r e  n o t g e t t in g  a lo n g  a s  sm oothly  a s  
ws m igh t a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty ;  and X am a f r a i d  
th e r e  w i l l  be t r o u b le  In  Ju ly *  The Board 
you know a t  i t s  l a s t  m ee tin g  ap p o in ted  a  com­
m it te e  to  r e v i s e  th e  c h a r t e r  and p re p a re  a 
b i l l  t o  be l a i d  b e fo re  th e  L e g is la tu re *  At 
th e  l a s t  m eeting  o f  th e  f a c u l ty ,  on S a tu rd a y , 
we a is o u s s e d  th e  r e v i s i o n ,  and Ool* Jo h n s to n  
showed a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  u n n ecessa ry  f e e l i n g — 
so  muoh in  f a o t  t h a t  I  th o u g h t o f  r e s ig n in g  
im m ed ia te ly , b u t was d issu ad ed  from d o in g  
so by B ird  and Bam B obertson* X u n d e rs tan d  
t h a t  Col* J* has s a id  t h a t  X w i l l  n o t be a 
p r o f e s s o r  in  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  n e x t s e s s io n ;  an d ,
I  have no doubt t h a t  he w i l l  do e v e ry th in g  in  
h ie  power to  have me throw n out* He a t t r i b u t e s  
B t r lo k la n d 's  a c t io n  in  th e  B oard, I  u n d e rs ta n d , 
to  me, and th in k s  1 am making war upon him*
I  had n o th in g  l a  th e  w orld  to  do w ith  S t r i c k ­
l a n d 's  a c t io n ,  ae you w e ll know and n ev e r have 
o a rad  w hether Col* Jo h n s to n  o r  Ool* Any-body- 
e l s e  was p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity *  I f  I  
had r e s ig n e d ,  I  m ight have fo u g h t him , because 
I  know th a t  he i s  f ig h t in g  me w ith  a l l  h i s  
m ight and m ain ; b u t a s  long  m  X rem ain  con­
n e c te d  w ith  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  X d o n 't  in te n d  
to  engage in  any Jam ar-B alsIX p c o n sp ira c y  to  
overth row  i t s  p re s id e n t*  Col* J* seems to  
th in k  t h a t  th e  Boyd f i g h t  i s  s t i l l  go ing  on*
I t  c e r t a in ly  i s  a dead  is s u e  so f a r  a s  X am 
co n c e rn ed , f o r ,  much a s  I  lo v e  you, X would 
r a t h e r  see  you c le r k in g  in  o ld  Mr* P a t t i e ' s  
s to r e  th a n  f i l l i n g  th e  p re s id e n c y  o f  h» B* U*
Of c o u rs e , I  sym path ize  w ith  you in  your 
s t r u g g le ,  and would ta k e  a id e s  w ith  you, i f  
you shou ld  ev e r have a row w ith  Col* J# o r 
anybody e l s e ,  b u t X d o n 't  th in k  any such now 
im m inent, and I t  g a l l s  me to  have to  work
u nder a  man who Impugns my m o tiv es  and th in k s  
ev e ry  tim e I  open my mouth I  am la y in g  some 
s n a re  to  I n ju r e  him* X don#t  in te n d  to  make 
an  e f f o r t  to  r e t a i n  my p o s i t io n *  X have don© 
my d u ty  a s  w e ll  m  X knew how, and t h i s  B oard , 
o r  any o th e r  B oard , which may he ap p o in ted  un­
d e r  a  new c h a r t e r ,  may r e t a i n  m© o r  n o t j u s t  
a s  i t  p le a se s*
P oor S t r ic k la n d  h a s  to  b e e r  a l l  th e  blame 
f o r  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  f in a n c e  com m ittee , and 
i f  S t r i c k la n d  d id  a n y th in g  more th a n  s ig n in g  
i t ,  he was moved by d is c lo s u r e s  made in  
S k o l f i e l d 's  o f f ic e * * # 5S
The w r i t e r  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  u n d e re s tim a te d  th e  c h a ra c te r  and 
s p i r i t  o f  th e  p r e s i d e n t , f o r  in  h i s  r e p o r t  to  th e  Board a t  th e  
b eg inn ing  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  s e s s io n  Jo h n s to n  recommended t h a t  Boyd 
be g iv en  a  p rom otion  and an  in c re a s e  in  s a la ry *  His s ta te m e n t 
in  r e f e re n c e  to  th e  m a tte r  was a s  fo llo w s :
As th e  Board h as  th o u g h t f i t  to  s e l e c t  
P ro fe s s o r  Boyd a s  one o f  th e  i n s t r u c t o r s  o f  
th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  X th in k  t h a t  i t  ough t to  
g iv e  him a d e q u a te  com pensation* U n d erp a id , 
he can n o t work o h e e rfu lly *  I  hope th e  Board
w i l l  f in d  i t  p o s s ib le  to  r a i s e  h is  s a la r y  to
som eth ing  l i k e  a p a r i t y  w ith  th e  o th e rs*
In  view o f  th e  f a c t  o f P ro fe s s o r  Boydf s  
lo n g  co n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  X a ls o  
recommend t h a t  he be ap p o in te d  to  th e  c h a ir  
o f  E n g lish  a s  a  f u l l  p r o f e s s o r *54
I t  i s  e v id e n t from  t h i s  recom m endation th a t  in  s p i t e  o f  th e  
an im osity  w hich had e x is te d  betw een th e  two men, J o h n s to n 's  r e s p e c t
and re g a rd  f o r  Boyd was in c re a s in g *  By th e  tim e t h a t  Jo h n s to n
®jj*. D. Boyd to  D. I '.  Boyd, A pr, 3 7 , 1603. 
j i n n i e s * Board o f  S u p e rv is o r s ,  L* P . t «, Oct* 2 , 1002#
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lMt%. th a  U n iv e r s i ty  & few  m onths l a t e r *  h i s  a t t i t u d e  tow ard t h i s  
p ro fe s s o r  had been  tra n s fo rm e d  in to  a f e e l in g  o f  ad m ira tio n *
S h o rtly  b e fo re  he gave up h ia  p o s i t io n  a s  p r e s id e n t  in  o rd e r  to  
begin  th e  work o f  e s t a b l i s h in g  and o rg a n is in g  Tulane U n iv e rs ity #  
he ex p re ssed  h im s e lf  in  a g en ero u s manner to  Boyd say in g s
I have th e  u tm ost r e s p e c t  f o r  you# a ir*
Tou r e fu s e d  to  " l i c k  my b o o ts ” a s  some o f  
th e  e men have done o n ly  to  k n ife  ms beh ind  
my back# and today# I  c o n s id e r  you one o f  th e  
b e s t  f r i e n d s  in  th e  u n iv e r s i ty *  I  g e n t you 
to  shake hands w ith  me us a friend#®®
The n an d o lasp  w hich fo llo w ed  marked th e  b eg in n in g  o f  a f r i e n d ­
sh ip  which l a s t e d  u n t i l  J o h n s to n 's  d e a th  s ix te e n  y e a rs  l a t e r *
While Jo h n s to n  was a t  Tulane* he a s s i s t e d  Boyd in  h i s  u n su c c e s s fu l 
e f f o r t s  to  se c u re  th e  p re s id e n c y  o f  th e  n iv e r s i t y  o f  A rk a n sa s ;5® 
l a t e r  when Boyd was s e rv in g  w ith  g r e a t  su c ce ss  a s  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  
L ou isiana  At&te jiormul C o lleg e  a t  U atc liitoohes#  Jo h n sto n  Jo in ed  
w ith  o th e r s  in  u rg in g  him to  a c c e p t th e  p re s id e n c y  o f  th e  B tu te  
U n iv e r s i ty ; 57 and in  1697, upon J o h n s to n 's  recommendation# -soyd 
rece iv ed  from  Tulane U n iv e r s i ty  th e  honorary  deg ree  o f  a c to r  o f  
Laws. 58
The r e p o r t  w hich th e  Board o f  S u p e rv iso rs  p re se n te d  to  the  
G eneral Assembly in  1882 em phasised th e  p r e s i d e n t 's  recom m endation 
th a t  a s t a t e  norm al Softool be e s ta b l i s h e d  under th e  s u p e rv is io n
f^W ilkerson# Thomas LuoKett Boyd, p* 75* 
f i f t  ’ m n n  - r r ' T " r n r “r  111 ~ Tl “ " - n r '1 '
cnlftJUl* * P« 90#
KoXhiii* # p . 141# 
h H n u ta a , Board o f  T ru s tee s*  T ulane U#* Apr# 12, 1B97#
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o f th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  p o in t in g  o u t th e  f o o t  t h a t  such  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  
o p e ra ted  in  o o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  cou ld  he conducted  
ad v an tag eo u sly  from  th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  economy and th e  b ro ad n ess  
o f  o p p o r tu n ity  o f f e re d  th e  t e a c h e r J o h n s t o n * ®  s ta te m e n t w ith  
re fe re n c e  to  Normal sc h o o ls  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  because i t  contain®  
the c h ie f  c r i t i c i s m  to  w hich such  I n s t i t u t i o n s  have more r e c e n t ly  
been s u b je c t ;
Normal sc h o o ls  have been b ro u g h t i n to  
some d is r e p u te  among th e  b e t t e r  c l a s s  o f  
e d u c a to r s ,  because to o  many o f  them a tte m p t 
a  ta s k  a t  once u s e le s s  and im possib le*  They 
t r y  to  te a c h  m ethods to  p eo p le  who know 
n o th in g  e l s e .  They a tte m p t to  f i t  uneducated  
p eo p le  to  g iv e  in s t r u c t io n  to  o th e r s .
Guod m ethods a r e  o f  immense v a lu e  to  any 
te a c h e r ;  b a t  rain®  and knowledge a r e  o f  more 
im portance  s t i l l .  The b l in d  can n o t le a d  th e  
b l in d ,  even when a  lamp 1® fu rn is h e d  to  gu ide 
t h e i r  fe « t«  Mere method® resem ble  a system  o f  
d ry  aq u ed u cta  and empty conduit® , which i r r i ­
g a te  n o th in g . I t  i s  on ly  when f u ln e s s  o f  
know ledge, pu lsa te®  th ro u g h  them , t h a t  th e  
d e s e r t  blossom s a s  a g a rd e n , and bud and f r u i t  
crown th e  v e rd u re  around
Id ille  P re s id e n t  Jo h n s to n  was p re p a r in g  h ie  r e p o r t  fo r  th e  
Board o f  S u p e rv is o r s ,  he w ro te a l e t t e r  to  h is  T a le  c la ssm a te s  
ex p ress in g  r e g r e t  t h a t  he cou ld  n o t be w ith  them a t  th e  reu n io n  
of 1882 which was to  mark th e  t h i r t i e t h  a n n iv e rs a ry  o f  t h e i r
9®Th© recom m endation w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  Normal 
school was n o t fo llo w e d . The L o u is ia n a  S ta te  Normal was e s tab ~  
Itch ed  in  1885 a t  N a tc h ito c h e s ; and In  1880, P ro fe s s o r  T . I;. B.yd 
became i t s  second p r e s id e n t .
60R eport o f  th e  Board  o f  S u p e rv la o ra  g £  It* &• £ •  M  JtM  izMiiX&l 
AaeeablV .T jegST p . 5 .
g rad u a tio n *  'Thin l e t t e r ,  a p o r t io n  o r  which la  g iv e n  below , was 
read  a t  th e  c l a s s  m ee tin g :
I t  would be a  g r e a t  p le a s u re  to  me to  be 
w ith  y o u , b u t i t  f a l l s  to o  n e a r  ou r Commence- 
m eat r o r  t h i s  to  be p o s s ib le . . .* T h e  Coimeaoe- 
m eat day i e  f ix e d  by law , cm th e  F o u rth  o r  
J u ly ,  when we s h a l l  be very  h o t and p a t r i o t i c *
I  am t h i r t y  y e a rs  o ld e r  th a n  v.;hen we 
g rad u a ted *  I  have a v ery  onerous work h e re , 
b u t one which I  t r u s t  may prove useful*®-*'
A lthough burdened  w ith  h ie  own t r o u b le s  a t  th e  S ta te  U n iv er­
s i t y ,  Jo h n s to n  was n ev er to o  much occup ied  to  le n d  hi© su p p o rt and 
com fort to  h i s  fo rm er c h i e f ,  Mr* Davis* Tb& fo llo w in g  acknow ledg­
ment o f  such  f i d e l i t y  was w r i t t e n  by D avis from B eau v o ir, h i s  home 
on th e  M is s is s ip p i  C o ast:
P le a s e  a c c e p t my g r a t e f u l  acknowledgment 
f o r  your k in d  l e t t e r  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  I n t e r ­
p o s i t io n  f o r  my d e fen se  a g a in s t  th e  s la n d e ro u s  
in s in u a t io n s  o f  J# £• Johnston#  I f  an y th in g  
co u ld  I n te n s i f y  th e  mean m a lig n ity  o f  h is  
a s s a u l t  i t  would be hi© excuse t h a t  he In ten d ed  
i t  to  be s e c re t*  H is c o n f id e n t ia l  f r ie n d  however 
in  a  l e t t e r  to  B# H* H i l l ,  which was s e a t  to  me 
s t a t e s  t h a t  th e  in te rv ie w  was n o t a c c id e n ta l ,  
b u t was h e ld  in  ftenl* Jo h n s to n ’ s  p a r lo r  where 
i t  was co n tin u ed  a second even ing  and under 
c irc u m sta n ce s  which ren d e red  i t  Im p o ssib le  th a t  
J* shou ld  n o t have known t h a t  th e  purpose was 
to  c o l l e c t  m a te r ia l  f o r  p u b lic a t io n *  I  had 
o f te n  had o cc a s io n  to  n o t ic e  e v a s io n  and ©up 
p re s s lo n  on th e  p a r t  o f  J* £• Jo h n s to n , b u t 
had n o t ex p ec ted  him to  d e a l In  p a lp a b le  and 
ab su rd  m endacity* A number o f  my f r ie n d s  have 
w r i t t e n  to  ae  under th e  f e a r  t h a t  I  would re p ly  
to  him and have to ld  me t h a t  however e v i l  was
R e c o r d  o f  th e  C laes o f  1890* Yale U n iv e r s i ty , 1683, pp# £6-29 .
th e  in t e n t io n  th e  a t t a c k  had been v ery  bene­
f i c i a l  t o  me ana c e r t a i n l y  X am g r a t i f i e d  by 
th e  m a n if e s ta t io n  t h a t  o th e r s  l i k e  y o u r s e l f  
have mad© o f  co n fid en ce  and re g a rd  f o r  me 
and contem pt f o r  my s la n d e r e r .
X had th e  p le a s u re  when X mas in  L o u is v i l le  
in  P ec . l a s t  to  see  your s i s t e r  Bennie a s  w e ll  
a s  your a u n ts  r e s id in g  th e re  n o t f o r g e t t in g  
your d e a r  M ary, b u t 1 suppose you have l a t e r  
news o f  a l l  o f  them*
t r s .  D avis jo in s  me w ith  W innie in  k in d e s t  
r e g a rd s  to  you and your fa m ily . As over t r u ly  
your f r i e n d
Jefferson Davis*1*3 
In  D ecem ber,1882, Jo h n s to n  a t te n d e d  h i s  l a s t  m eeting  o f  th e  
Board o f  S u p e rv is o r s .  H is r e p o r t  c a r r ie d  th e  In fo rm a tio n  t h a t  
150 c a d e ts  had m a tr ic u la te d  f o r  th e  © easion , 1E0 o f  whom boarded  
a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty .  He re p o r te d  a l s o  th a t  th© h e a l th  o f  th© c a d e ts  
was good, a l th o u g h  one had d ie d  o f  d y sen te ry #  H egardlng th e  
board ing  d e p a rtm e n t, th e  co n d u c tin g  o f  which p re s e n te d  c o n t in u a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s , $3 Jo h n s to n  s t a t e d  t h a t  in  s p i t e  o f  th e  a n x ie ty  o f  
p a re n ts  co n ce rn in g  th© d i e t  o f  th e  c a d e ts ,  an in s p e c tio n  o f  th e  
m e ss-h a ll r e v e a le d  t h a t  th e  s tu d e n ts  shou ld  be s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  
food, ihe  f i n a l  item  in  h ie  b r i e f  r e p o r t  was t h a t  when th e  funds 
of th e  U n iv e r s i ty  shou ld  p e rm it i t ,  th e  Board shou ld  a p p ro p r ia te  
th e  sum o f  #500 f o r  th© l i b r a r y . 64.
J fp a v is  to  W. P . Jo h n s to n , F ab . 17 , 18BB.
^ F re q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  to  th e  problem  o f  h a n d lin g  t h i s  departm en t 
appear in  th© Board M inutes c o v e rin g  s e v e ra l  y e a ra .
M in u tes. Board o f  S u p e rv is o r s , L . u .  U. , -December ,  1802*
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J o h n s to n 's  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a© p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  in ­
c reased  th ro u g h o u t th e  p e r io d  o f  h ie  a d m in is tra t io n *  Th© open ing  
o f th e  s e s s io n  o f  18852-1883 o f f e re d  a n y th in g  b u t a c h e e r fu l  
p rospec t*  The f i n a n c i a l  em barrassm ents o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  were 
ac u te ; and th e  f a c t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  Board o f  S u p e rv iso rs  
were becoming more in t e n s e . ^ 5 At t h i s  c r u c i a l  p o in t  in  Johnston*©  
c a re e r ,  a number o f  circum stance©  co n jo in ed  to  make i t  p o s s ib le  
fo r  him to  w ithdraw  g r a c e f u l ly  from  h ie  p o s i t io n  a t  th e  s t a t e  
U n iv e rs ity  and to  e n te r  upon th e  m ost s u c c e s s fu l  p e r io d  o f  h is  
l i f e *
When P a u l T ulane d ec id ed  to  c o n t r ib u te  a  la rg e  p a r t  o f  h is  
fo rtu n e  to  a fund w hich was d es ig n ed  to  advance th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  
L ou isiana  y o u th , he e n l i s t e d  th e  a s s i s ta n c e  o f  G enera l Hands11 
Lee G ibson , th e n  U n ited  S ta te s  S en a to r from  L o u is ia n a , as  h i s  
p r in c ip a l  a d v iso r*  Upon th e  reooam endetion  o f  G ibson , T u lan evs 
g i f t  was used  f o r  e s ta b l i s h in g  in  Hew O rlean s a u n iv e r s i ty  which 
was named f o r  th e  donor* At a  m eetin g  o f  th© Board o f  A d m in is tra ­
to r s  f o r  th e  new i n s t i t u t i o n ,  on Jan u ary  16 , 1883, Jo h n sto n  was 
unanim ously e le c te d  p r e s id e n t  a t  a s a la r y  o f  ^5 ,000  a y c a r * ^
Three days a f t e r  h i s  e l e c t i o n  to  hi© new p o s i t io n ,  Jo h n s to n  
d ire c te d  to  G overnor S* B. McLnery a l e t t e r  o f  r e s ig n a t io n  a s
M F l« a ln g , L o u is ia n a  S ta te  g n J L v e ra l t^ .p p . $63-304 
iH n n f..., Board o f  .id!miniot;rafe8FB» T uiaao u . , Jan
p re s id e n t  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity *  In  t h i s  communication* 
th e  w r i t e r  gave a  b r i e f  r e p o r t  on th e  s t a t e  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n
and i t s  p ro g re s s  d u r in g  h i s  te n u re  a s  p re s id e n t*  and fo llo w ed  t h i s
w ith  a s ta te m e n t co n c e rn in g  hi© a t t i t u d e  tow ard th e  u n iv e r s i ty  
and i t s  a d m in is t r a to r s ,w h ic h  e x p re s s io n  was th o ro u g h ly  c o r d ia l  
in  to n e :
As I  may n o t have an o p p o r tu n ity  o f  
s e e in g  th e  Board o f  S u p e rv iso rs  a t  t h e i r  
n e x t  m e e tin g , I  s h a l l  have to  t r u s t  to  your
E x c e llen c y  to  im press upon i t a  members th e
sen se  o f  p u b l ic  d u ty  w hich h as  le d  me, a c t ­
in g  under your a d v ic e  to  exchange my sp h e re  
o f  a c t io n  from  t h i s  f i rm ly  e s ta b l i s h e d  in ­
s t i t u t i o n  to  a n o th e r  a s  y e t  in c h o a te  ex cep t 
in  th e  g rand  benevo lence  o f  i t s  founder*  I t  
i s  a  s a t i s f a c t i o n  to  me t h a t  i t  I s  upon th e  
s o i l  o f  L o u is ia n a  and d e d ic a te d  to  h e r  i n t e l ­
l e c t u a l  and e d u c a tio n a l Improvement*
2 d e s i r e  in  th is *  my f i n a l  re p o r t*  to  
th a n k  th e  Board o f  S u p e rv iso rs  f o r  many a c t s  
o f  k in d n e ss  and to  a s s u re  them o f  my undlm m - 
lahod  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  w e lfa re  o f  t h i s  U n iv e rs ity  
and my s in c e r e  hopes f o r  i t s  co n tin u ed  
p r o s p e r i ty  and s u c c e s s *®7
Fro® th e  acco u n t o f  Jo h n s to n 1a a d m in is t r a t io n  a t  th e  S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity *  g iv en  in  th e  p rec e d in g  p a g e s , i t  i s  obv ious t h a t  th e  
p re s id e n t  had l i t t l e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  acco m p lish in g  much f  a sub­
s t a n t i a l  n a tu re *  Th© la c k  o f  ad eq u a te  funds fo r  p ro p e r ly  
f in a n c in g  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and th e  c o n s ta n t f r i c t i o n  betw een 
opposing fac tio n ©  In  th e  Board o f  S u p e rv iso rs  made i t  im p o ssib le  
fo r  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  to  a c h ie v e  th e  p ro g re s s  which th© m a jo r i ty
®7W* P0 Jo h n s to n  to  Gov* 3* D* kJeiinery, J a n .  19 , 1063* in  th e  
M inutes o f  th e  Board o f  S u p e rv iso rs*  L. S . u .*  A pr. 8 , 1063.
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o f th e  Board had hoped would r e s u l t  from  th e  r e o r g a n iz a t io n  o f 
the U n iv e r s i ty  in  1080. However, d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  th e r e  was 
a g r a t i f y in g  in c re a s e  in  th e  e n ro llm e n t; and fo u n d a tio n s  were 
l a id  f o r  l a t e r  b e n e f i t s  to  th e  in s titu tio n .* * ®
S in ce  Jo h n s to n  p u b lis h e d  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o th in g  w h ile  he was 
a t  Baton Kouge, i t  i s  p ro b ab le  t h a t  he had l i t t l e  tim e o r i n c l i n ­
a t io n  f o r  w r i t in g .  D o u b tle ss , th e  d i f f i c u l t  problem s which oon- 
f ro n te d  him th e r e  and th e  arduous la b o r  which he had expended on 
h is  f a t h e r ’s  b io g rap h y  d u r in g  th e  p re c e d in g  y e a rs  to o k  from him 
fo r  a tim e th e  en e rg y  and in s p i r a t i o n  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  l i t e r a r y  
e f f o r t s .  However, in  th e  s p r in g  o f  1882, he d id  d e l iv e r  an  e lo ­
quent re sp o n se  to  a t o a s t  g iv en  a t  a banquet o f  th e  Army o f  
Tennessee A s s o c ia tio n  in  New O rle a n s . H is b r i e f  a d d re s s , which 
was re c e iv e d  w ith  en th u siasm  by th e  assem bled  v e te ra n s  who had 
served under J o h n s to n ’ s f a t h e r ,  was a f te rw a rd s  p u b lish ed  in  th e  
Southern H i s to r i c a l  S o c ie ty  P a p e rs . ^
In  h i s  open ing  rem arks th e  sp eak er r e f e r r e d  m odestly  to  h i s  
own co n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  Army o f  Tennessee d u rin g  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f 
the Y/ar, and to  h is  l a t e r  r e l a t io n s h i p s  w ith  i t  when he was on 
the s t a f f  o f  P re s id e n t  D av is . Ha a l s o  spoke f e e l in g ly  o f  th e  
esteem in  which h is  f a th e r  was h e ld  by th e  v e te ra n s  o f  t h i s  army
^ o r  an e v a lu a t io n  o f  th e  accom plishm ents o f  Jo h n s to n ’s a d m in is t r a t io n  
F lem ing, L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty , pp . £94-406 .
^Southern h i s t o r i c a l  8o o ie ty  P a p e rs , J a n . 1883, p . 40.
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and of th e  a f f e c t i o n a t e  and re v e n ti& l manner w ith  w hich th e  p eo p le  
of Mew O rle a n s  had t r e a t e d  th e  tomb o f  hi© f a th e r  d u r in g  th e  f iv e
/ear©  t h a t  G en era l Johnston*©  body was i n t e r r e d  in  t h a t  c i ty *  The
sp eak er* s t r i b u t e  t o  th e  v a lo r  o f  th e  army o f  th e  f lee t and to  it©  
im portance in  th e  C o n fed e ra te  scheme o f  m i l i t a r y  a c t io n  appear© In  
th e  co n c lu d in g  p o r t io n  o f  th e  r e s p o n s e :
&hen th e  S o u th ern  C onfederacy  took  th e  
a t t i t u d e  o f  a  co m b a tan tf i t  was w ith  ©word 
and s h ie ld *  She chose to  employ th e  Army o f  
n o r th e rn  V irg in ia  a© th e  sword o f  h e r r i g h t  
h e a d , w h ile  in  h e r  l e f t  th e  W estern Army g uard ­
ed 1 ,0 0 0  m ile s  o f  f ro n t*  I f  g lo ry  gleam ed
from  o u r f la s h in g  f a lc h io n  in  th e  h a s t  a t
M anassas and Richmond and C h a n c e l lo ra v l l le  
and i n  th e  V a lle y , th e  s h ie ld  o f  th e  West bore 
a l l  th e  t e s t s  o f  a s  h ig h  a r e s o lu t io n  and o f  
a© n o b le  endurance a t  3 h ilo h  and le r r y v l l l©  
and M u rfreesb o ro  and Chiokamauga, down to  
th o s e  l a s t  days when a rem nant under G ibson 
h e ld  Canby and h is  4 0 pQuo v e te ra n s  in  check 
a t  S p an ish  f o r t*
I f  th© Army o f  n o r th e rn  V irg in ia  was 
wth© sworu o f  th e  lo r d  and o f  G ideon”— sh eath ed  
by th© m ighty  hand o f  Lee a t  Appog»a1& K ~ * v sriiy f 
when th e  w eeping eye© o f  our women were tu rn ed  
to  where you guarded so lo n g  and w e l l ,  th© 
h e a r t  o f  th e  C onfederacy , th ro u g h  th e  n o ise  
o f  la m e n ta tio n , a v o ic e  went up , c ry in g ,  "T h is  
i s  Indeed my s h ie ld  and my b u ck le r
In  le a  th a n  a y e a r  a f t e r  Jo h n s to n  d e l iv e re d  t h i s  a d d re s s  in  
Sew O rlea n s , he became a r e s id e n t  o f  t h a t  c i t y  and e n te re d  upon th e  
Im portan t d u t i e s  w ith  which he was to  be o ccu p ied  d u r in g  th e  r e ­
maining y e a rs  o f  h i s  l i f e *  B e t te r  tim es la y  ahead o f  him: th e  
s a la ry  w hich he re c e iv e d  was s u b s t a n t i a l ,  and i t  r e l ie v e d  him
70Ibld.. p .  41.
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o f th e  f i n a n c i a l  s t r in g e n c y  under w hich he had la b o re d  ev e r s in c e  
th e  tim e when he o a s t  h is  l o t  w ith  th e  C onfederacy ; th e  problem s 
o f th© new u n iv e r s i ty  were 1© s  d i f f i c u l t  th an  th o se  o f  th e  o th e r  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  w ith  w hich he had been c o n n e c te d , f o r  th© m u n ificen ce  
o f P au l T ulane gave th e  sch o o l a c o n d it io n  o f  co m p ara tiv e  f i n a n c i a l  
s t r e n g th ,  and th e  p re sen ce  o f  lo y a l  and i n f l u e n t i a l  f r ie n d s  on i t s  
Board o f  A d m in is tra to rs  l ig h te n e d  Johnston*©  ta s k  o f  d i r e c t in g  i t ;  
the  s u c c e s s fu l  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  Tulaa© n i v e r a l t y ,  w hich , from i t s  
b eg in n in g , e x e r te d  an im p o rta n t in f lu e n c e  upon e d u c a tio n  in  th e  
South , crowned th e  la b o r s  o f  i t s  f i r s t  p r e s id e n t  w ith  d i s t i n c t i o n ;  
and th e  c o n d it io n  o f  Jo h n s to n ’ s  a f f a i r s  d u r in g  h is  y e a rs  in  Mew 
O rleans made i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  him to  d ev o te  c o n s id e ra b le  tim e to  
l i t e r a r y  p u r s u i ts *
CHAPTER X 
TULANE UNIVERSITY: THE BEGINNINGS
C o lo n e l T# ft* Boyd i s  c r e d i te d  w ith  h av in g  s ta te d  t h a t  
T u lane  U n iv e r s i ty  was o rg a n ise d  in  o rd e r  t h a t  w illia m  P re s to n  
Jo h n s to n  m igh t he g iv e n  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  p re s id e n t# 3' B ines Boyd’ s 
s ta te m e n t was made some y e a rs  a f t e r  Jo h n s to n ’ s  d e a th ,  and s in c e ,  
a s  we have a lre a d y  in d ic a te d ,  th e  r e l a t io n s h ip  betw een th e  two 
men was v e ry  c o r d ia l  a f t e r  Jo h n s to n  re s ig n e d  from  th e  s t a t e  
U n iv e r s i ty ,  th e  a s s e r t io n  m ust be ta k e n  a® a t r i b u t e  to  R an d a ll 
Lee G ibson’ s f r ie n d s h ip  f o r  hi© kinsm an and fo rm er c o l le g e  js^t© 
r a t h e r  th a n  a s  a c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  c irc u m sta n ces  which o p e ra te d  
so fa v o ra b ly  f o r  Johnston*  However, th e  s ta te m e n t 1© h a rd ly  
tru e #  T hat Jo h n s to n  owed h i s  p o s i t io n  a s  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  new 
u n iv e r s i ty  to  G ibson’ s  in f lu e n c e ,  t h a t  G ibson shaped th e  p la n  
by w hich P au l T ulane * s  g i f t  to  L o u is ia n a  e d u c a tio n  was to  be 
r e a l i z e d ,  and t h a t  G ibson’ s  i n t e r e s t  In  th e  c r e a t io n  o f th e  
u n iv e r s i ty  was to  some e x te n t  a f f e c te d  by th© p ro s p e c t o f  
b e n e f i t in g  h i s  f r i e n d ,  adm it o f  no argum ent; b u t in  th e  l i g h t  
o f  th e  s t a t e ’ s  need f o r  such an i n s t i t u t i o n ,  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  
which w as, from  th e  b eg in n in g , im p o r ta n t, ©uoh c o n s id e ra t io n s  
can h a rd ly  be accoun ted  th e  re a so n  f o r  th e  found ing  o f  th© 
u n iv e rs i ty #
B ince th e  c irc u m sta n c es  connected  w ith  P au l T u lan e ’ ® g i f t  
to  L o u is ia n a  e d u c a tio n  a r e  r a th e r  f u l l y  s e t  f o r th  In  a sk e tc h  
o f  T u lane U n iv e r s i ty  w r i t t e n  by i t s  f i r s t  p r e s id e n t ,^ o n ly  a 
b r i e f  acco u n t o f  th e s e  m atter©  w i l l  be g iv e n  here#  The fo u n d er
*Wllk@reon, Thom ugD uckett Boyd* p# 7b.
p # Jo h n s to n , "T ulane U n iv e rs ity  o f  L o u is ia n a ,” In  K« * f a y .  
The H is to ry  o f  E du ca tio n  in  L o u is ia n a * Washington, 1898, pp# I6l«
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o f th e  u n iv e r s i t y  was In f lu e n c e d  in  h i s  a c t io n  by a  number o f  
f a c t o r s .  He was b o rn  in  New J e r s e y ,  b u t In  h i s  e a r ly  youth  
he became in t e r e s t e d  in  th e  South* Vhen he was a  boy o f  
se v e n te e n , he  had t r a v e le d  w ith  h i s  u n c le  and nam e-sake, a 
French p ro b a te  judge  from  T ours , th ro u g h  Kentucky and Tennessee* 
At L o u is v i l l e  th e  you th  had aw a ited  w ith  ea g e r expectancy  th e  
a r r i v a l  o f  a  steam boat from  New O rlean s ; and when I t  a r r iv e d ,  
he had n o te d  w ith  some wonder t h a t  th e  b o a t numbered among i t s  
p a ssen g e rs  c e r t a in  C re o le  p la n te r s  who were b r in g in g  t h e i r  sons 
to  p la c e  them in  K entucky c o lle g e s*  I t  seemed a  s tra n g e  c i r ­
cum stance to  him , and he remembered i t*  When he was tw en ty -one 
y ea rs  o f  age he moved to  L o u is ia n a ; and ac co rd in g  to  h i s  own 
te s tim o n y , he had n o t l iv e d  th e r e  lo n g  "b e fo re  I  th o u g h t I  would 
l i k e  to  see  a  good c o l le g e  b u i l t  th e r e  where th e  boys could  be 
educated  a t  home*” However, i t  was n o t u n t i l  s ix ty  y e a rs  l a t e r  
th a t  he began h i s  s e r i e s  o f d o n a tio n s  which b ro u g h t abou t t h a t  
r e s u l t*
As a young b u s in e s s  man in  New O rleans Mr* T ulane m a n ife s te d  
rem arkab le  b u s in e s s  s a g a c i ty  and r a p id ly  accum ulated  a fo rtu n e *
He was h o n o rab le  in  h i s  b u s in e s s  d e a lin g s ,  s im p le  i n  h i s  h a b i t s  
o f  l i f e ,  and l i b e r a l  in  h i s  b e n e fa c t io n s  to  w orthy  causes* A 
sc o re  o f  y e a rs  b e fo re  th e  C iv i l  War he viewed th e  app roach ing  
end o f  th e  s la v e ry  system  w ith  some ap p reh en sio n  a s  to  i t s  e f f e c t  
upon th e  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  South and began to  t r a n s f e r
a p o r t io n  o f  M s  r a p id ly  accum ula ting  w ea lth  to  New J e r s e y .  He 
was s t r o n g ly  sym pathetic  w ith  th e  so u th e rn  cause and i d e n t i f i e d
251
h im s e lf  w ith  th® p eo p le  o f  h i s  adop ted  se c tio n *  At th© end 
o f  th® w ar, a l th o u g h  he had s u f f e re d  c o n s id e ra b le  lo s s e s ,  he 
s t i l l  had la rg o  h o ld in g s  in  b o th  How J e r s e y  and How O rleans*
I n  1873 ho moved t o  P r in c e to n , Mew J e r s e y ,  ta k in g  up r e s i ­
des©® a t  a  handsome e s t a t e  w hleh he had p u rch ased  in  I860} and 
h e re  he l iv e d  d u rin g  th e  rem ain d er o f  h i s  l i f e *  S in ce  he had 
n ever m a r r ie d , he  l iv e d  a  somewhat s o l i t a r y  l i f e ,  a lth o u g h  h e
en joyed  v i s i t s  from  h i s  f r i e n d s  and made l i b e r a l  c o n t r ib u t io n s
3f o r  th e  p u b lic  good.
I n  M arch ,1881, Mr* T ulane s e n t  h i s  p r iv a te  s e c r e ta r y ,  Mr* 
George 0* V a n d e rb il t ,  accom panied by S en a to r  Theodore Randolph 
o f  Mew J e r s e y ,  t o  in te rv ie w  G enera l B a n d a ll G ibson i n  Washington* 
G enera l G ibson was th e n  a member o f  th e  House o f  E e p re s e n tn t iv e s ,  
and to  him th e  v i s i t o r s  b o re  an  I n v i t a t i o n  from  Mr* T ulane to  
v l e l t  him in  P rin c e to n *  Some weeks l a t e r  when G ibson made th e  
re q u e s te d  v i s i t ,  Mr* T u lane d is c lo s e d  h i s  d e s i r e  to  do some­
th in g  f o r  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  you th  o f  L o u is ia n a  and ex p re ssed  
hi® in t e n t io n  o f  d o n a tin g  a l l  o f  h i s  Mew O rlean s  p ro p e r ty  to  
t h a t  end* G en e ra l G ibson s e t  ab o u t c o n s tru c tin g  a  p la n  by 
which th e  pu rpose o f  th e  d o n a tio n  cou ld  be p u t in to  e f f e c t ;  and 
in  Hovember o f  t h a t  y e a r  th e  p la n , accom panied by a l e t t e r ,  was 
s e n t  t o  Dr* T* G* B lo h n rd so n , Judge C h a rle s  Mm F en n e r, Judge 
S. D* W hite, and Mr* Jam es M cConnell, who were re q u e s te d  to  p u t 
th e  m a tte r  in to  shape ac co rd in g  to  th e  law s o f  L o u is ian a* 4
J l b i d . ,  p p . 178-181.
4 I b ld *. pp . 181-102; G ibson1s  acco u n t a s  g iv en  to  Johnston*
Oa May B, 188&, Mr# T ulane d esp a tch ed  a l e t t e r  t o  s s m *  
te e n  p ro m in en t Hew O rle a n s  e ltlx e a ®  who had been s e le c te d  a s  
a d m in is tra to r®  o f  h i s  fund* G en era l Oibeon* s  name was th e  , 
f i r s t  o a  th e  l i s t  and th e  names o f  Judge F enner! Mr# M cConnell» 
Dy# R ich ard so n ! and Judge White fo llow ed#  The l e t t e r '  co n ta in e d  
th e  d o n o r’ s  in t e n t io n s  and d e s i r e s  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  h i s  g i f t ,  
th e  p r in c ip a l  ite m  o f  whioh was t h a t  a l l  o f  h i s  Hew O rlean s  
p ro p e r ty  was t o  be  devo ted  t o  th e  "prom otion  and encouragem ent 
o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  m o ra l, and i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n  among th e  
w h ite  young p e rso n s  in  th e  c i t y  o f  Hew O rleans# #*and f o r  th e  
advancem ent o f  le a r n in g  and l e t t e r s ,  th e  a r t s  and s c ie n c e s  
th e r e in # " As re g a rd e d  th e  ty p e  o f  e d u c a tio n  to  be f o s t e r e d ,  
th e  w r i t e r  d e s ire d  "such  a  co u rse  o f  I n t e l l e c t u a l  developm ent 
a s  s h a l l  be  u s e f u l  and o f  s o l id  w o rth , and n o t m erely  o rn a­
m en ta l o r  s u p e r f i c i a l , "  and a  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  which would be 
"conducive to  im m ediate p r a c t i c a l  b e n e f i t ,  r a th e r  th a n  t h e o r e t i ­
c a l  p o s s ib le  ad v an tag e# "  Mr# T ulane d e s ire d  a l s o  t h a t  th e  
e d u c a tio n a l developm ent made p o s s ib le  by h i s  g i f t  sh o u ld  be in  
harmony w ith  th e  p r in c ip l e s  o f  th e  C h r i s t ia n  r e l i g i o n ,  b u t  
shou ld  be u n f e t te r e d  by se c ta r ia n ism #  The o th e r  im p o rta n t 
item s i n  th e  l e t t e r  w ere a r e q u e s t  t h a t  im m ediate s te p s  be 
tak en  t o  se c u re  th e  exem ption  o f  th e  donated  p ro p e r ty  from  
ta x a t io n  i n  o rd e r  t h a t  th e  f u l l  b e n e f i t  o f  i t  m igh t be r e a l i s e d !  
and a  s ta te m e n t t h a t  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  p ro p e r ty  was to  r e ­
main unchanged— be in// n e i th e r  m ortgaged , s o ld ,  n o r  encumbered 
in  any way— f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i f t y  y ea rs#  With r e s p e c t  t o  th e
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p la n s  and d e t a i l s  o f  th e  o r g a n is a t io n  w hich would be  n e c e s s a ry  
f o r  c a r r y in g  o u t th e  p u rp o se s  o f  th e  d o n a tio n , th e  person® to  
whom th e  l e t t e r  m e  ad d re sse d  w ere to  u se  t h e i r  own judgm ent; 
b u t Mr* T u lan e  re q u e s te d  t h a t  G en era l G ibson shou ld  be named 
a s  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  o r g a n is a t io n ,  w ith  Judge F enner and Mr* 
McConnell a s  v ic e - p re e ld e n te  o r  v ice -ch a irm en * &
Mr* T u lane*s f i r s t  d o n a tio n  o f  p ro p e r ty  was v a lu ed  a t  
ap p ro x im a te ly  $363,000* H is  su b seq u en t g i f t s  b ro u g h t th e  
t o t a l  amount t o  $ 1 ,0 5 0 ,0 0 0 , A lthough he ex p ressed  hi® I n te n t io n  
o f  g iv in g  o th e r  sums to  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  which was c re a te d  w ith  
th e s e  fu n d s , he d ie d  in  M arch, ISO?, w ith o u t making a w i l l ;  
and th e  sc h o o l r e c e iv e d  n o th in g  more from  h i s  fo rtu n e *
When Jo h n s to n  was e le c te d  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  p roposed  In ­
s t i t u t i o n  i n  J a n u a ry , 1883, he was g iv en  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
o f  fo rm u la tin g  a p o l ic y  f o r  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  t r u s t ;  
and th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  a new u n iv e r s i ty  hav ing  been f u l l y  
s e t t l e d  upon, he began p rep a ra tio n ®  f o r  i t s  o rg a n is a t io n * 7
Soon a f t e r  h i s  e l e c t io n  Jo h n s to n  wa® in v i te d  by th e  Board 
to  g iv e  h i s  v iew s on th e  p o l i c i e s  which sh o u ld  govern  t h a t  
body* In  h i s  re sp o n se  he u rged  th e  ab so rb in g  o f  th® u n iv e r s i ty  
o f  L o u is ia n a , i n  o rd e r  t h a t  th e  r e s o u rc e s  o f  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  
m ight be u t i l i z e d ,  and th u t  a  la r g e  u n iv e r s i ty  m ight b e  p o s s i ­
b le*  With h i s  e x p e r ie n c e s  a t  B aton  Rouge f r e s h  In  m ind, he
*
ex p ressed  h im s e lf  a s  fa v o ra b le  to  a l im i te d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on
5P au l T u lane  to  R a n d a ll L* G ibson and o th e r s ,  May 2 , 1882, in  
-Jo h n s to n , "T ulane U n iv e r s i ty ,"  pp* 188-184*
Sw, P* Jo h n s to n , "T ulane U n iv e r s i ty ,"  p* 184* 
p* 185*
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th e  p a r t  o f  th© S ta te  governm ent l a  th© a f f a i r e  o f th® u n iv e r ­
s i ty *  b u t spoke s t r o n g ly  a g a in s t  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t ro l t
Ho one can d read  th© e v i l s  o f  p o l i t i c a l
c o n t ro l  more th a n  I  do# A b u rn t c h i ld  d read s  
th e  f i r e *  I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  r u in  any 
e d u c a tio n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  s u b je c te d  to  i t*
Svery s a fe -g u a rd  sh o u ld  be e s ta b l i s h e d  a g a in s t  
t h i s ;  and 1 do n o t doub t t h a t  th© s k i l l  o f  
l e g a l  a d v is e r s  i s  ad eq u a te  to  th e  task*®
The c irc u m sta n c e s  w hich b ro u g h t f o r th  t h i s  e x p re s s io n  
w ere a s  fo llo w s?  th© S ta te  o f  L o u is ia n a  had e s ta b l i s h e d  a 
u n iv e r s i ty  in  Hew O rlean s i n  1843* T h is  in s t i t u t i o n *  a t  th e  
tim e o f  i t s  founding* abso rbed  a  m ed ica l c o l le g e  which had 
been c re a te d  in  1834* and to  t h i s  sch o o l w ere added a law  de­
partm en t and an  academ ic departm ent*  The i n s t i t u t i o n  was 
c a l le d  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  L o u is ia n a  t i t  has been som etim es 
confused  w ith  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  a t  B aton Kongo)$ 
and f o r  a  p e r io d  o f  a lm o st f o r t y  y e a rs  i t  e x is te d  a s  a s t r u g ­
g l in g  s t a t e  u n iv e r s i ty  w ith  m eager a p p ro p r ia tio n s *  In  1883* 
When th e  a d m in is t r a to r s  o f  th e  T ulane fund  w ere p lan n in g  a 
new u n iv e r s i ty *  th e y  w ere fa c e d  w ith  a  ch o ice  o f  two l i n e s  o f  
p rocedure*  They cou ld  s e t  up a r i v a l  in s t i t u t i o n *  which* be­
cause o f  s u p e r io r  re so u rc e s*  would p robab ly  d e s tro y  th e  o ld e r  
school^  o r  th e y  could  ab so rb  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  L o u is ian a  in  
th e  new in s t i t u t i o n *  th u s  a c q u ir in g  th e  p la n t  and b u ild in g s  
o f  th e  fo rm er f o r  th e  l a t t e r *  By such  m  a rrangem ent th e  
r e s o u rc e s  o f  T ulane U n iv e r s i ty  would be g r e a t ly  In c re a se d  ®ad
* Board o f  A dm inistrators* Tulane U n iv e r s ity , Feb* 9*
th e  s t a t e  would be r e l i e f  o f  th e  burden  o f p ro v id in g  f o r  
h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  i n  New O rleans#  th e  l a t t e r  c o u rse  was fo llo w ­
ed by t h e  B oard; and by an a c t  o f  th e  g e n e ra l  assem bly in  J u ly  
18841 th e  p la n  f o r  t r a n s f e r r i n g  th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  th e  s t a t e  
I n s t i t u t i o n  to  th e  new u n iv e r s i ty  was p u t in to  e f f e c t#  th e  
Tulane Board to o k  p o s se s s io n  o f  th e  p ro p e r ty  in  th e  fo llo w in g  
month, and th e  sc h o o l s e s s io n  opened in  O ctober* By te rm s o f  
th e  agreem ent betw een th e  s t a t e  and th e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  
U n iv e r s i ty ,  t h r e e  e x - o f f i c io  members w ere added to  th e  Boards 
th e  G overnor, th e  s t a t e  s u p e r in te n d e n t o f  E d u ca tio n , and th e  
Mayor o f  Hew Orleans*® Tffith such  l im i te d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  
s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  i n  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  s c h o o l, Jo h n s to n ’ s  f e a r s  
o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t ro l  w ere d o u b tle s s  removed*
T ulane U n iv e r s i ty  began i t s  work w ith  an o rg a n is a t io n  
which was a lm o st i d e n t i c a l  w ith  t h a t  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  whose 
p ro p e r ty  had been  acq u ired *  The sc h o o ls  In c lu d ed  w ere T ulane 
C o lle g e , th e  U n iv e r s i ty  D epartm ent o f  P h ilo so p h y , th e  Law 
D epartm ent, and th e  M edical Departm ent* S u b seq u en tly , th e  H* 
Sophie Newcomb M em orial C o lleg e  f o r  Young Women was added; 
and , f o r  a tim e , th e  U n iv e rs ity  o p e ra te d  a h igh  sch o o l d e p a r t­
m ent.*0
A lthough sc h o o led  in  f r u g a l i t y  by h i s  p re v io u s  co n n ec tIo n a  
w ith  two o th e r  s o u th e rn  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  th e  p r e s id e n t  d id  n o t 
p e rm it th e  f o r c e  o f  fo rm er e x p e rie n c e s  to  In f lu e n c e  him to o
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s t r o n g ly  l a  hi® p la n s  f o r  th® developm ent o f  th® I n s t i t u t i o n  
which he  now d ire c te d #  l a  th e  second y e a r  o f  h ie  a d m in is t r a t io n  
ho p re s e n te d  to  th e  Board a  lo n g  r e p o r t  c o n ta in in g  recommenda­
tion®  f o r  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  program  o f  expansion#  Be recommended 
t h a t  P ro fe s s o r  H# S* M cCullough, hi® fo rm er c o lle a g u e  a t  Wash­
in g to n  and. Lee and a t  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty ,  be  
employed a® head o f  a  new departm en t o f  m a th em atica l p h y s ic s  
and a p p l ie d  c h e m is try , and t h a t  John  M# Ordway o f  th e  M assachu­
s e t t s  I n s t i t u t e  o f  T echnology he employed to  th k e  ch a rg e  o f  
and dev e lo p  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  and m echan ica l departm ent*  Each o f  
th e s e  men was t o  r e c e iv e  a  s a la r y  o f  #3600 a year*  The p resid en t* ®  
reconm endations f o r  o th e r  a p p ro p r ia t io n s  in c lu d e d  $£5,000 f o r  
th e  acad em ica l departm ent}  $10 ,000  f o r  a d m in is t r a t iv e  expense; 
$10,000 f o r  la b o r a to r ie s }  $13 ,000 f o r  th e  m ech an ica l d ep artm en t; 
95,000 f o r  th e  l i b r a r y ;  and $5 ,000 f o r  p u b lic  l e c tu r e s — th e  
t o t a l  f o r  a l l  p u rp o ses  am ounting to  # 7 9 ,BOO#
A few weeks l a t e r  G en era l G ibson re p o r te d  to  th e  Board t h a t  
he had r e c e n t ly  v i s i t e d  Mr* T u lan e , who had prom ised to  send 
#50,000 w ith in  a few days f o r  th e  U n iv e rs ity * s  te c h n ic a l  work# 
P re s id e n t  Jo h n s to n  r e p o r te d  a l s o  t h a t  he had v i s i t e d  Mr* T ulane 
and had found him v e ry  f r ie n d ly #  On h i s  jo u rn ey  northw ard  he  
had a l s o  v i s i t e d  s c h o o ls  o f  manual t r a in i n g  in  V irg in ia ,  
M a ssa c h u se tts , I n d ia n a , I l l i n o i s ,  and M is so u ri , w here he g a in ed  
in fo rm a tio n  which he s a id  would be u s e f u l  In  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  
such d ep a rtm en ts  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty .
^ M in u te s .  Board o f  A d m in is tra to rs#  T ulane U n iv e rs ity #  J u ly  3* 1604# 
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Loe&l f e e l in g  co n ce rn in g  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  new 
u n iv e r s i ty  w ith  Jo h n s to n  m  i t s  head# i s  in d ic a te d  l a  th e  f o l ­
low ing s ta te m e n t from one o f  th e  New O rlean s  papers# w hich 
a s s e r te d  w ith  en th u s ia sm  th a t*
we have b u t t o  open th e  door o f  op-* 
p o r tu a i ty  t o  o u r  *s p i r in g  y o u th  and show 
p r o f i t a b l e  re tu rn ®  f o r  a p p lie d  th o u g h t o r  
c r e a t iv e  g e n iu s  to  in d u ce  th e  b r ig h t#  
qu ick-m inded  sons and d a u g h te rs  o f  t h i s  
s e c t io n  to  ascend  w ith  ro y a l  t r e a d  th e  
proud  em inence o f  success#  cop ing  even 
w ith  th e  proud ©avants o f  F ra n c e , th e  
p h ilo s o p h e rs  o f  th o u g h tfu l  Germany# and 
m easuring  m echan ica l and com m ercial s h i l l  
w ith  proud ^mglaad#^*5
A s ta te m e n t from  Jo h n s to n  in  th e  same a r t i c l e  I n d ic a te s  
t h a t  th e  w r i t e r  o f  th e  p assag e  g iv e n  above had been In s p ir e d  
by th e  op tim ism  o f  th e  p re s id e n t#  R egard ing  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  
and I t a  program# Jo h n s to n  d ec la red *
I t  w i l l  cover th e  w hole w ide a re a  o f  
human know ledge, r i s i n g  th ro u g h  r e g u la r  
g ra d a tio n s#  h ig h e r  and h igher#  to  th e  u t ­
m ost a t ta in m e n ts  o f  th e  human m ind*,#
I t  w i l l  have th e  a b i l i ty #  and th e r e ­
f o r e  w i l l  have th e  r ig h t#  and sh o u ld  f e e l  
th e  d u ty  o f  assum ing th e  le a d e r s h ip  in  
p u b l ic  e d u c a tio n  in  th e  G ta te # ^
Jo h n s to n  was quo ted  a l s o  a s  m aking th e  fo llo w in g  p ro p o sa ls  
w ith  re g a rd  t o  e n la rg in g  th e  s e rv ic e s  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  th e  
l i b e r a l  g ra n t in g  o f  t u i t i o n  sc h o la rsh ip s#  b o th  In  th e  c i t y  and 
in  o th e r  p o r t io n s  o f  th e  s t a t e ;  th e  p ro v id in g  o f n o t o n ly  th e  
b e s t  in  c l a s s i c a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  education#  b u t in  p r a c t i c a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n  In  te c h n ic a l#  in d u s t r i a l#  and b u s in e s s  b ra n c h e s ;
e-Pcm ocrat, J u ly  83# 1604.
t r a i n i n g  in  c iv i l*  h y d ra u l ic ,  and dynam ical e n g in e e r in g ; th e  
b u i ld in g  o f w ork -shops f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  wood and m e ta l work­
in g , w ith  com plete  c o u rse s  in  d raw ing ; th e  e s ta b l i s h in g  o f a 
program  o f  p o p u la r  l e c tu r e s  to  be g iv e n  each  seaso n  by a b le  
men; th e  p ro v id in g  o f  a good l i b r a r y  and a s c ie n c e  museum; and 
th e  making o f  e f f o r t s  in  th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  prom oting  i n d u s t r i a l  
developm ent in  th e  s ta te *
From th e s e  p ro p o s a ls  i t  i s  e v id e n t t h a t  th e  p r e s id e n t  
w ished th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  to  be d i s t r i b u t e d  a s  
w id e ly  a s  p o s s ib le *  C la s se s  in  draw ing were o rg an iz ed  f o r  
p u b lic  sc h o o l te a c h e r s , who re c e iv e d  f r e e  in s t r u c t io n  in  t h i s  
work; and n ig h t  c la s s e s  in  m echanics and r e l a t e d  s u b je c ts  were 
f i l l e d  to  c a p a c i ty * ^ J o h n s to n  recommended to  th e  Board a ls o  
t h a t  c e r t a in  books be s e t  a s id e  f o r  p u b lic  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  sup­
p o r t in g  h i s  s u g g e s tio n  w ith  th e  fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t:
I t  w ould, 1 th in k ,  undoub ted ly  be 
a g r e a t  p u b lic  b le s s in g  and la r g e ly  in ­
c re a s e  th e  u s e fu ln e s s  and p o p u la r i ty  o f  
th e  L ib ra ry * . *The w ear and t e a r  o f  th e  
books lo a n e d , would in  a few y e a rs  use 
up th e  books s e t  a p a r t  f o r  c i r c u la t i o n ;  
b u t books, l i k e  c lo th e s  were made to  be 
worn o u t ,  n o t m ere ly  to  be looked a t  o r  
m o th -e a te n . I f  we cou ld  g e t  th e  p eop le  
o f  L o u is ia n a  to  w ear o u t 1 ,000 volum es 
by r e a d in g , a g r e a t  good would come o f 
i t * ^
F re e  even ing  c l a s s e s  in  d e c o ra t iv e  a r t  were opened f o r  
women, w ith  co u rse s  in  draw ing and com posing, hammering b r a s s ,  
m odeling f o r  t e r r a  c o t ta  o rnam en ts, s t e n c i l i n g ,  wood c a rv in g ,
jf l b l d .
i6 M in u tes , Board o f  A d m in is tra to r s ,  Tulane U n iv e r s i ty ,  Apr* 14, 
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and l e a t h e r  stamping#**0'!'!*® announcem ent was s ig n ed  by P re s id e n t
Jo h n s to n  and W il l i  n  Woodward, p ro fe s s o r  o f  d raw ing , and In v i te d
" a l l  th o s e  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  th® advancem ent o f  women" to
c o o p e ra te  in  th e  work*iS fh e  U n iv e r s i ty  a l s o  e s ta b l i s h e d  home
study  and re n d in g  c o u rs e s , w ith  a l i s t  w hich in c lu d e d  fSnglleh,
F ren ch , German, h i s t o r y ,  as tronom y, p h y s ic s , p h y s ic a l  geography,
sob o ta n y , and p o l i t i c a l  sc ien ce*
I n  th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f  Jo h n s to n 1s  a d m in is t r a t io n  and in  th e  
l a t e r  ones a s  w e l l ,  he had th e  w h o le -h ea rted  su p p o rt o f  h i s  
B oard , The m in u tes  o f  t h a t  body r e v e a l  t h a t  an e n t i r e l y  h a r ­
monious s p i r i t  p r e v a i le d  among i t o  n e u te r s ,  who a p p a re n tly  had 
th e  f u l l e s t  c o n f id e n c e  in  P re s id e n t  Jo h n s to n 1® judgment* They 
in v a r ia b ly  approved h i s  recom m endations, w hich, a s  we have 
in d ic a te d ,  som etim es c a l le d  f o r  th e  e x p e n d itu re  o f  l a r g e  sums*
The c o n g e n ia l c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  body may rea so n ab ly  be ex p la in e d  
by th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t s  members w ere s e le c te d  by G enera l G ibson 
and Mr* T u lan e , and by th e  f u r t h e r  f a c t  th a t  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
were i n  a l a r g e  m easure co n fin ed  to  spend ing  th e  fu n d s  which 
were s u p p lie d  i n  r a t h e r  l i b e r a l  amounts#
I f  th e  Board was a p p a re n tly  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  e v e ry th in g , th e r e  
was one p e rso n  who was n o t;  and th a t  was th e  man who was su p p ly ­
ing  th e  money f o r  th e  U n iv e rs ity #  L iv in g  in  P r in c e to n , Hew 
J e r s e y ,  f a r  from  th e  s e a t  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  he was c r e a t in g ,  he
^A nnouncem ent l e a f l e t ,  doc. 26, iees.
^TlaeB-Deiaoorat. June 38, 1886.
viewed w ith  mxm a la rm  th© l i b e r a l  maimer In  which ap p ro p ria tio n ©  
were b e in g  a l lo c a te d  to  th e  v a r io u s  d ep a rtm en ts  o f  th e  expand­
in g  U n iv e rs ity #  Be was e s p e c ia l ly  d is tu rb e d  b ecau se  th© Board 
mad® no p ro v is io n  f o r  s e t t i n g  a s id e  a  r e s e rv e  fu n d , w hich was 
to  c a r ry  th© sc h o o l th ro u g h  le a n  y e a rs  § and a l s o  he d o u b tle s s  
co n s id e red  w ith  some dism ay th e  d i f f e r e n c e  In  th© speed w ith  
which h ie  Hew O rlean s  fo r tu n e  had been accum ulated  and t h a t  
w ith  w hich i t  was now b e in g  spen t#  Hear th e  C h ristm as seaso n  o f  
1865 he d isp a tc h e d  a  l e t t e r  on th© s u b je c t  to  h i s  f r i e n d  S en a to r 
G ibson, who was on th© p o in t  o f  le a v in g  W ashington f o r  h i s  home
p  iin  Hew O rleans#  T h is  l e t t e r ,  which G ibson p assed  on to  Jo h n s to n , 
was a s  fo l lo w s :
I  r e c fd y o u r l e t t e r  w ith  Col# Jo h n s to n 1© 
e n c lo s e d , I  have re a d  c a r e f u l ly  and n o t ic e  a l l  
what C o l l  Jo h n s to n  say s  ab o u t th e  v a r io u s  ac ­
t io n s  o f  th e  Board o f  A d m in is tra to r  s t which was 
v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  me#
Col# Jo h n s to n  speaks in  h i s  l e t t e r  abou t & 
d is c u s s io n  b e fo re  th© Board o f  A d m in is tra to rs  
in  r e f e r e n c e  to  G ym nastic Ih cerc lses  o r  p h y s ica l  
c u l tu r e —— a s  f o r  m y se lf I  am n o t much in  f a v o r  
a t  p r e s e n t  o f  in tro d u c in g  Gym nastic iSxerciaes in  
o u r C o llege#  A f te r  a few y e a rs  when w© se e  how 
o u r U n iv e r s i ty  g e ts  on, and w hether th e  S choo ls 
t h a t  a r e  b e in g  e s ta b l i s h e d  in  th e  c o u n try  (say  
S ta te }  send  u s  many boys— and i f  th e n  we a re  
i n  a  f lo u r i s h in g  c o n d i t io n ,  and have p le n ty  o f  
boys from  th e  c o u n try , 1 th in k  i t  w i l l  be tim e  
enough to  th in k  ab o u t G ym nastics and c o n s id e r  
such a  su b je c t#
How i n  reg a rd  to  p u rc h as in g  W ashington 
M i l i ta r y  H a ll— th e  p r ic e  seems to  me v e ry  
l a r g e ,  I  sh o u ld  n o t th in k  th e  p re s e n t c o n d it io n  
o f  o u r f in a n c e s  would w a rra n t such an enormous
®*The l e t t e r  i s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  p r iv a te  p ap ers  o f  C o lonel Jo h n s to n
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o u t la y  o f  j&oney a s  §100*000* I  have no 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h a t  b u i ld in g .  X suppose 
I t  was b u i l t  s in c e  I  l o f t  th e re #
I n  iay o p in io n  wo shou ld  hoop a la rg o  
s u rp lu s  o f  money on hand* on good s a fe  
s e c u r i t y ,  and g u ard  a g a in s t  any emergency 
t h a t  may a r is e *  and th u s  alw ays be pro** 
p a re d  to  pay o u r te a c h e rs*  and keep o u r 
C o lle g e  ru n n in g  and n o t have o u r money 
lo ck ed  up in  b r ic k  and m ortar*  more th a n  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  n ecessa ry #
You say  you ex p e c t to  go to  Hew O rleans 
ab o u t 2 1 s t  o r  22nd o f  Deo# X hope t h i s  l e t ­
t e r  w i l l  re a c h  you b e fo re  you le a v e ,  and th a t  
you w i l l  f in d  o u r U n iv e r s i ty  do ing  good work 
and a l l  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  you# X would l i k e  t o  
h e a r  from  you when you g o t th e re *  a s  to  how 
you f in d  th in g s -— !  would be p le a se d  to  know 
w h eth e r th e  §B0*Q00 X s e n t you was In  tim e to  
be in v e s te d  In  th e  Bond and M ortgage t h a t  Mr#
M o rris  proposed*
At th e  tim e  I  s e n t  you th e  $ 2 0 ,GOG X was 
so  f a t ig u e d  t h a t  I  w ro te  you b u t a  few l i n e s  
i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  m a tte r*  in te n d in g  to  w r i te  
you more p a r t i c u l a r l y  In  a  few days* b u t owing 
to  th e  p re s s u re  o f  o th e r  m a tte r s ——and so  much 
u n p le a s a n t w ea th er h as  caused me to  be much 
unw ell— X have p u t i t  o f f  from  tim e  to  tim e 
u n t i l  th e  p r e s e n t— !  t r u s t  you w i l l  excuse me*
I  was v e ry  s o r ry  to  h e a r  t h a t  Mrs# O ibson 
h a s  been  s lo k *  b u t was g la d  to  h e a r  t h a t  she 
was b e t t e r  now* I  hope you a r e  w ell*  and a l l  
your good fa m ily  and th e  boys w i l l  have a 
p le a s a n t  tim e a t  C hristm as# w ith  com plim ents 
o f  th e  Season I  rem ain  a s  e v e r
Very t r u l y  yours*
P au l T ulane
T h is  l e t t e r  was w r i t t e n  in  th e  m idd le  o f  th e  sch o o l y e a r ;  
th e re fo re *  th e r e  was l i t t l e  o p p o r tu n ity  f o r  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  
to  a l t e r  th e  e x p e n d itu re s  f o r  t h a t  se ss io n *  Hear th e  c lo s e  o f
^Tulane to  Gibson, Dec# B B t  1885#
th e  fo llo w in g  summer G en e ra l G ibson v i s i t e d  Mr# T ulane a t  
P rin c e to n #  W ith in  a  h a l f  y e a r  o f  M a  l i f e *  a en d , th© p h i la n ­
t h r o p i s t ,  o ld  and s ic k ,  co n tem p la ted  w ith  in c re a s in g  v o c a tio n  
th e  r i s i n g  e x p e n d itu re s  a t  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  which b o re  h i s  name, 
and e x p re s se d  h im s e lf  s t r o n g ly  t o  h ie  v i s i t o r *  An acco u n t o f
t h i s  in te rv ie w  i s  c o n ta in e d  in  a l e t t e r  w hich G ibson w ro te  to
X ohnston, a p o r t io n  o f  w hich com m unication fo llo w ss
X sto p p ed  to  se e  Mr* T ulane and am 
s o r ry  to  say  t h a t  I  found him s ic k  and a l ­
m ost b i t t e r  on th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  ex trav ag an ce  
o f  th e  Board and th e  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  F acu lty *
He even s a id  t h a t  i f  he had known how much
money had been  w asted  oa mere t r i f l e s — he
would n o t have g iv e n  th e  l a s t  $50,000* 1 to ld
him I  was r e s p o n s ib le ,  b u t he i n s i s t e d  I  was
not*  But s a id  h e , th o s e  a re  a l l  n ic e  G en tle ­
men b u t my f r i e n d  1 count upon you to  s to p  a l l  
t h e i r  ex trav ag an ce*  You m ust go down th e r e  
and p u t your f o o t  down* There was no re s e rv e  
fu n d , no g u a ra n te e  fund  a g a in s t  lo s s *  I f  
th e r e  had been  $10,000 o r  115,000 r e s e rv e  
t h a t  would have showed m  th e y  w ere s a f e  and 
u n d e rs to o d  b u s in e s s — b u t th e y  have been  
r e c k le s s — So o n , so  on*
Slow o f  co u rse  t h i s  i s  n o t to  go a  s te p  
beyond you* I  doubt I f  X sh o u ld  m ention  i t  
t o  you , b u t  X have adop ted  th e  r u l e  o f  keep­
in g  n o th in g  from  you and so  m en tion  f o r  X 
know I t  i s  d is a g re e a b le  and d isa p p o in tin g *
X was g r e a t ly  d is a p p o in te d  f o r  X had ex p ec ted  
him to  Inform  me o f  l a r g e r  d o n a tio n s*  X was 
a f r a i d  l a s t  s p r in g  when he s e n t  o v er to  me 
to  know i f  X had a  b u d g et o f  expenses— and 
f o r  o th e r  Inform ation**— t h a t  he would f in d  
to o  much money sp e n t in  o u ts id e  m a tte r s * *• 
and so  X w ro te  him in  sen d in g  th e  budget a s  
X f e l t  bound to  do e x p la n a t io n s  and so  on, 
b u t  he had ex p ec ted  a r e s e rv e  o f  #10,000*
X know e x a c t ly  how th e s e  o ld  t i g h t - s a f e  
b u s in e s s  men th in k  and X m ust i n s i s t  upon a 
r e s e rv e  i f  i t  can be done w ith o u t v io la t in g  
c o n t r a c t  o r  good f a i t h  u n le s s  X r e l in q u is h
th e  hop© o f  th r e e  m illio n *  which I  am a* 
f a r  a s  e v e r  from  doing*29
W bether th© c irc u m sta n c e s  r e f e r r e d  to  l a  th© p re c e d in g  
le t te r©  a f f e c te d  P au l Tulane*© I n te n t io n s  w ith  re g a rd  t o  f u tu r e  
d o n a tio n s  to  th e  U n iv e r s i ty * o r  w hether d e a th  to o k  him b e fo re  
he f u l f i l l e d  h i s  purpose* th e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  he d ie d  w ith o u t making 
a w ill*  and th e  l a r g e r  p o r t io n  o f  h i s  fo r tu n e —-w hich  frien d ©  o f  
the U n iv e r s i ty  had ex p ected  to  sea  added to  it©  re s o u rc e s 2^ - —  
was l o s t  t o  th e  I n s t i tu t io n *  Th© d e a th  o f  th© o ld  p h i la n th r o p is t*  
who was so  w ise  i n  b u s in e s s  and so f r u g a l  in  h i s  p e rs o n a l ex ­
penditures* and y e t  so gen ero u s in  h i s  g if t©  f o r  th© p u b lic  good* 
o cc u rred  on March £7* 1867* n e a r  th© end o f  h i s  © ig h ty -s ix th  
year* 25
It was f o r tu n a te  f o r  Jo h n s to n  t h a t  he had I n -General G ibson 
such & s ta lw a r t  and i n f l u e n t i a l  f r ie n d  and th a t  th© Board o f  
A dm in istra to r©  were in  such com plete harmony w ith  h i s  adm ini­
stration* f o r  th© la b o r s  o f  th e  p r e s id e n t  were e s p e c ia l ly  arduous 
d u rin g  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r s  a t  T ulane U n iv e rs ity *  and th© t r i a l s  which 
came to him w ere sev ere*  B esid es  th© work o f  o rg an iE in g  and 
administering th© school*  he mad© a d d re s se s  a t  v a r io u s  p la c e s  
ab o u t th© c o u n try , sp eak in g  In  th e  summer o f  1064 a t  A ustin* T ex as; 
Columbia* South C a ro l in a ;  Oewanee* T ennessee ; and Madison* v/ie- 
e o n s in j^ h e  acce p te d  an  I n v i t a t i o n  from  th© e d i to r  o f  th© C entury  
Magazine to writ© an  a r t i c l e  on his f a t h e r 1 s  conduct a t  th© B a t t l e
f50ibson to Johnston* Aug* 10* 1666*
Actionary of American Biography* P au l Tulane*
1^* Johnston to B« w* Johnson* May £6* 1684*
£0 4
o f  S h i lo h ,  w hich u n d e r ta k in g  re -o p en ed  a c o n tro v e rsy  betw een him 
and G en e ra l B eauregard  and C o lo n e l Jordan*  a fo rm er s t a f f  o f ­
f i c e r  o f  B eau reg a rd s2^and he succeeded  in  p e rsu a d in g  Mr®# 
Jo se p h in e  L o u ise  Newcomb, a  w ea lth y  widow*to e s t a b l i s h  a  c o l le g e  
f o r  women a s  a m em orial t o  h e r  deceased  daughter*  w hich i n s t i ­
t u t i o n  was to  be a p a r t  o f  f u la a e  Bniv e r s l t y •S8Add©d to  th e  
w eigh t o f  th e s e  labor©  w ere th e  heavy m is fo r tu n e s  which he 
ex p e rien ce d  in  th e  lo s s  o f  h i s  o n ly  ©on* A lb e r t  S idney Jo h n s to n , 
and o f  h i s  w ife* Eosa Duncan Johnston*  b o th  o f  whom d ie d  In  1885# 
In  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  1884* Mrs# Jo h n s to n  became s e r io u s ly  
i l l ,  and h e r  husband took  h e r  to  Richmond, V irg in ia*  f o r  t r e a t ­
ment# H ere Jo h n s to n  w atched th e  c o n d itio n  o f  h i s  w ife  w ith  
an x ie ty *  and* a s  he cou ld  f in d  tim e to  do so* worked on h i s
a r t i c l e  f o r  th e  C en tu ry  Manasltto and co rresponded  w ith  th e  e d i to r s  
soco n cern in g  i t #  W ith in  a few week® Mrs# Jo h n s to n  was enough
improved t h a t  h e r  husband th o u g h t he could  a b s e n t h im s e lf  from
h e r b e d s id e  f o r  a  tim e and go to  Hew York f o r  th e  purpose o f
£10d is c u s s in g  h i s  a r t i c l e  w ith  th e  e d i to rs #  As he p re p a red  to  
c a rry  o u t  t h i s  in te n tio n *  he was summoned to  th e  b e d s id e  o f  hi® 
son* who was d e s p e ra te ly  i l l  i n  H arrisb u rg *  P ennsy lvan ia  #s % he
27A re c o rd  o f  Jo h n s to n ’ s  la b o r s  in  p re p a r in g  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  and 
o f  h i s  c o n tro v e rsy  w ith  B eauregard  and Jo rd a n  l a  co n ta in e d  in  
e  s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  w hich he w ro te  to  th e  e d i to r  o f  th e  C en tury  
Magazine* K# w* Johnson* and h i s  a s s o c ia t e ,  C# C# Burl# ^ g i n ­
n in g  May 0* 1 8 8 4 ,and en d in g  Septem ber 01* 188?# fh e s e  l e t t e r s #  
gowhich number tw e n ty -f iv e #  a re  In  th e  Hew York P u b lic  L ib ra ry #  
J o se p h in e  L# Newcomb to  th e  Board o f  A d m in is tra to rs , Yulone U .# 
i n  B* \T* B# D ixon’ s  a  B r ie f  H is to ry  o f  HU Sophie Hewecpb 
M em orial C o lle g e .  an5 i n  c a ta lo g © o jm W I w  
®*W# ^7 "Jo h n 8 to n  to  E# M# Johnson# Nov# SO and £4# 1885# and to  
30®* C# B url*  Nov# £5# SV# and £0# 1885#
* w* P# Jo h n s to n  to  C# C# Burl# Deo. 1* 1085.
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young man# th e n  tw e n ty -fo u r  y e a rs  o f  age# had been f o r  some 
tim e i n  t b s  employ o f  b i s  f a th e r * s  f r ie n d  and fo rm er c la ssm a te  
a t  If a l e  C o lle g e  * C o lo n el Henry McCormick* who o p e ra te d  an I ro n  
b u s in e ss*  Young Jo h n s to n  became i l l  e a r ly  i n  liov amber $ and 
when b i s  c o n d i t io n  grew worse* he  r e f r a in e d  from  a c q u a in tin g  
b i s  fa m ily  w ith  th e  s e v e r i ty  o f  b i s  d is e a s e  f o r  f e a r  o f  add in g  
to  tb s  d i s t r e s s  o f  h i s  s ic k  mother# C o lonel Jo h n s to n  and one 
o f  h i s  d au g h te rs*  M rs. Tucker* were w ith  th e  you th  d u r in g  th e  
f i n a l  days p re c e d in g  h i s  death*  which o ccu rred  a f t e r  ty p h o id  
fe v e r  had rav ag ed  h i s  f in e  c o n s t i tu t io n  f o r  e ig h t  w e e fc s .^
The d e a th  o f  A lb e r t  was a  sad  blow to  h i s  f a th e r*  and o f  
course* to  b i s  m other a l s o ,  a week a f t e r  h i s  death* th e  p a r e n ts  
p u b lish e d  and m a iled  to  t h e i r  f r ie n d s  an o b itu a ry  l e t t e r  which 
was Indeed  a  so rro w fu l com m unication. "He was a  b e a u t i f u l  boy*" 
th e  l e t t e r  read*  "and grew to  a n o b le  and m anly p resence*  w ith  
a s tro n g  resem blance  to  th e  g ra n d fa th e r*  f o r  whom he was named* 
which resem b lan ce  ex tended  l ik e w is e  to  h i s  mind and c h a r a c te r .
I s  t h i s  c h a r a c te r i z a t io n  th e r e  i s  a su g g e s tio n  o f  g r e a t e r  p a th o s  
th a n  i s  found in  th e  more so rro w fu l u t te r a n c e s  o f th e  l e t t e r #  f o r  
th e  l in k in g  o f  th e  young man w ith  b i s  d is t in g u is h e d  g ra n d fa th e r  
su g g e s ts  n o t o n ly  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n  o f  a fo rm er g r i e f  i n  th e  mind 
o f  C o lo n el Johnston*  b u t  a l s o  th e  end o f  h i s  hopes t h a t  in  b i s  
on ly  son som ething  o f  G en era l J o h n s to n vs  d i s t i n c t i o n  m igh t be 
co n tin u ed  f o r  th e  f a m ily .
32W. p .  Jo h n s to n  and Eosa D# Johnston*  O b itu a ry  l e t t e r  concern­
in g  th e  d e a th  o f  t h e i r  eon* A lb e r t  S idney Johnston*  d a ted  
Id* 1865.««Jan*
Sven i n  th e  m id s t o f  h i s  g r i e f ,  th e  s t r i c k e n  f a t h e r  d id  
n o t n e g le c t  h i s  o b l ig a t io n s  t o  th e  p u b l is h e r s  o f  th e  .Cjentiyy 
M agazine. On th e  f o u r th  day a f t e r  h i s  son d ie d , he w o t s  t o  
one o f  th e  e d i t o r s  w ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  s m s  M a tte rs  r e l a t i n g  to  
h ie  a r t i c l e ;  and a t  th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  he e x p la in e d  
in  a  p o ig n a n t s ta te m e n t a  M isu n d erstan d in g  w hich te d  a r i s e n  
betw een him and th e  e d i to rs #  " J u s t  now, I  am in  g r e a t  t r o u b le  
o f  M ind;" he  w ro te , "A lb e rt was my pftly  so a .* * ^
In th e  F eb ru a ry  number o f  1685, th e  C en tu ry  M agazine pub* 
listed J o h n s to n 's  "/abort S idney  Jo h n s to n  and th e  S h ilo h  
Campaign. "S^For some y e a rs  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  th e  m agazine made 
It a p r a c t i c e  to  c a r r y  in  each is s u e  two o r  more a r t i c l e s  de* 
voted to d iv e r s e  v ie w p o in ts  r e s p e c t in g  a p a r t i c u l a r  b a t t l e  o r  
eaapaign# The number w hich c a r r ie d  J o h n s to n 's  a r t i c l e  co n ta in e d  
also two o th e r s  on th e  B a t t l e  o f  S hiloh#  One was by G enera l 
Grant and was w r i t t e n ,  of c o u rs e , from  th e  Union a rm y 's  p o in t  o f
#A
view# However, i t  was g ra c io u s  and t a c t f u l  i n  c h a ra c te r#  Upon 
re a d in g  th e  p ro o f  copy o f  i t  some weeks b e fo re  i t  was p u b lis h e d , 
Jo h n s to n  w ro te  th e  e d i to r  t h a t  " I t  s t r i k e s  me a s  a can d id  a r t i c l e  
from  h i s  p o in t  o£ v iew . “57The o th e r  a r t i c l e ,  "H otes cfe  C o n fed e ra te  
S ta f f - O f f ic e r  a t  S h ilo h ,* s ©was w r i t te n  by C olonel Thomas Jo rd a n  
end p re s e n te d  an  ac co u n t o f  th e  b a t t l e  which v a r ie s  w id e ly  in  some 
im p o rta n t d e t a i l s  from  t h a t  g iv en  by Johnston#  B efo re  I t s  pub*
F# Jo h n s to n  to  K# M# Jo h n so n , Jan# 15 , 1665#
S8W# P# J o h n s to n , " A lb e r t  S idney  Jo h n s to n  and th e  B h lloh  Campaign,* 
%* in  th e  C en tury  M agazine. V ol. V II , F eb# , 1685, x*p. 614*688#
2*0# S# G ra n t, " T h e » a t t i e  o f  B h llo h ,*  I b id # p p . 595*618.
SIw# F# Jo h n s to n  to  E . M# Jo h n so n , Hov. 2 4 7  IGGd#
^®Tho*aas J o rd a n , "H otes o f  a  C o n fed e ra te  S tu f f - O f f io e r  a t  S h ilo h *  
in  th e  C en tu ry  M a/m alne. V ol. V II, Feb#, 1885, p p . 689*654#
l l o a t i o n ,  Jo h n s to n  road  a copy o f  I t  and d e c la re d , " I  000 n o th ­
in g  to  answer* We do n o t s ta n d  upon common ground a t  a l l  * w3$
The c h ie f  p o in ts  o f  d is p u te  w ere a® fo llo w s*  Jo h n sto n  
a s s e r te d  t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  had p lanned  th e  b a t t l e ,  and , i n  s p i t e  
o f  B e a u reg a rd 1® a d v ic e , had o rd e re d  th e  a t t a c h ,  which up to  
th e  tim e  o f  G en e ra l Jo h n s to n 1 & d e a th  on th e  a f te rn o o n  o f  th e  
f i r s t  d ay , had been h ig h ly  su c c e s s fu l*  'When th e  command de­
volved  upon B eau reg a rd , he o rd e re d  a w ith d raw al o f  th e  Con­
f e d e r a te  t r o o p s ,  by w hich a c t io n ,  th e  w r i t e r  d e c la re d , he l o s t  
th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  c ru sh in g  G r a n t 's  army b e fo re  B u e l l 's  cou ld  
r e in f o r c e  i t ,  and t r u s  th e  g r e a t  v ic to r y ,  which had been 
secu red  a t  a  trem endous c o s t ,  was n u l l i f i e d
J o rd a n , on th e  o th e r  hand , d e c la re d  t h a t  G en era l B eauregard  
had p lan n ed  th e  b a t t l e  and had c o u n se lle d  a g a in s t  o rd e r in g  i t  
on ly  a f t e r  a  d e la y  o f  a  f u l l  day had o cc u rred  i n  th e  tim e s e t  
f o r  i t s  beg in n in g *  Under th e  c irc u m sta n c e s , he b e lie v e d  t h a t  
i t  would n o t be p o s s ib le  to  ta k e  th e  F e d e ra l army by s u rp r is e *  
th e  w r i t e r  con tended  a ls o  t h a t  th e  w ith d raw al o f  th e  tro o p s  
which was o rd e red  by B eauregard  on th e  a f te rn o o n  o f  th e  f i r s t  
day o f  th e  b a t t l e  was n e c e s s a ry  b ecau se  th e  C o n fed era te  f o r c e s  
were ex h au sted  and d iso rg a n iz e d  * ^
A lthough J o h n s to n 's  a r t  1 o le  i s  m ainly  concerned w ith  th e  
B a t t l e  o f  S h ilo h , i t  i s  r e a l l y  a condensed acco u n t o f  h i s  
f a t h e r ' s  e n t i r e  c a re e r  in  th e  C o n fed e ra te  se rv ic e *  The w r i t e r ' s
39W* p ,  Jo h n s to n  to  B . M* Jo h n so n , Jan* I d ,  1685*
*°W* F* Johnston ,^  "A lb e rt S idney Jo h n s to n  and th e  B a t t l e  o f  
- .S h i lo h ,"  p . 520 f f .
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purp o se  and p o in t  o f  view  a r e  th e  same a s  th o se  re v e a le d  in  h i s  
b io g rap h y  o f  G en e ra l Jo h n s to n , and in  some in s ta n c e s  he draws 
r a th e r  f r e e l y  upon th e  lan g u ag e  o f  th e  l a r g e r  work* As he 
su b m itted  th e  f i n a l  d r a f t  t o  th e  e d i to r ,  he ex p ressed  h im s e lf  
a s  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  i t  from  an a r t i s t i c  s ta n d p o in t#  ̂ H ow ever, 
such d e f ic ie n c y  w i l l  h a rd ly  be a p p a re n t to  th e  r e a d e r ,  f o r  
th e  n a r r a t i v e 1s  p iquancy  i s  s t ro n g ly  enhanced by it©  conden­
sa tio n *  F o r  exam ple, n o te  th e  com pressed iro n y  o f h i s  s ta te m e n t 
concern ing  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s s i t u a t i o n  a s  th e  newly ap p o in ted  com­
mander o f  th e  C o n fed e ra te  f o rc e s  In  th e  Wests
E is  command was im p e r ia l  in  e x te n t ,  and h i s  
powers and d i s c r e t io n  a s  le irge a s  th e  th e o ry  
o f  th e  C o n fed e ra te  Government p e rm itted #
He la ck ed  n o th in g  ex c ep t men, m u n itio n s o f  
w ar, and th e  means o f  o b ta in in g  them* He had 
th e  r i g h t  to  ask  f o r  a n y th in g , and th e  S ta te  
E x e c u tiv e s  had th e  power to  w ith h o ld  ev ery ­
th in g *
In  f u r t h e r  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  he w r i te s :
G en era l Jo h n s to n  r e a l i z e d  th e  m agnitude o f 
th e  s t r u g g le ,  b u t th e  p eo p le  o f  th e  South 
o n ly  awoke to  i t  when i t  was to o  la te *
C alam ity  th e n  s t i r r e d  them to  an in e f f e c tu a l  
r e s i s t a n c e ,  th e  hero ism  o f  which removed th e  
re p ro a c h  o f  t h e i r  e a r ly  v a in g lo ry  and apathy#
R egard ing  th e  c a p tu re  o f  th e  C o n fed e ra te  army which was 
commanded by Jo h n s to n ’ s su b o rd in a te s  a t  F o r t  D onelson, th e  
a u th o r  i s  more d i r e c t  h e re  th a n  in  h i s  fo rm er n a r r a t iv e  in  
su g g e s tin g  th e  blam e:
The answ er to  any c r i t i c i s m  as  to  th e  lo s s
42W* P* Jo h n s to n  to  th e  e d i to r  o f  th e  C entury  M agazine, Dec* 1, 
1884*
W. P* Johnston , HA lbert Sidney Johnston and the B a tt le  o f
^ S h i l o h ,w p* 615.
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o f  th e  army a t  D onelson i s  t h a t  
n o t to  have been l o s t . T hat i s ̂ ^ ' A
The ca se  o f  G en era l Jo h n s to n  a s  g iv en  in  th e  a r t i c l e  i s ,  
as  we have in d ic a te d ,  much th e  same a s  t h a t  p re se n te d  In  th e  
a u th o r1s  hook* To a c h ie v e  th e  f u l l  v in d ic a t io n  o f h i s  f a t h e r ,  
th e  w r i t e r  e v id e n t ly  f e l t  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  p ro v in g  t h a t  G en era l 
Jo h n s to n , when he f e l l  in  b a t t l e ,  was n o t o n ly  b e a tin g  th e  
F e d e ra l army, b u t had won a  d e c is iv e  though  c o s t ly  v ic to r y ,  
th e  co m p le ten ess  o f  w hich could  have been secu red  by s u s ta in in g  
th e  v ig o ro u s  a c t io n  f o r  a l i t t l e  lo n g e r  tim e . Such a p re ­
s e n ta t io n  o f  th e  m a tte r  o b v io u s ly  r e f l e c t s  upon th e  r e p u ta t io n  
o f G en e ra l Beauregard., who succeeded  th e  f a l l e n  commander. The 
w r i t e r  co n c lu d es h i s  a r t i c l e  w ith  a  com plim entary re fe re n c e  to  
B eauregard*s d i r e c t io n  o f th e  army d u rin g  th e  second day o f 
th e  b a t t l e ,  b u t i n s i s t s  t h a t  h i s  e r r o r  o f  th e  p rece d in g  day 
had re n d e re d  su b seq u en t e f f o r t s  f u t i l e * 4^
The p u b l ic a t io n  o f th e  a r t i c l e s  by Jo h n sto n  and by Jordan,  
o f  c o u rse , ag g rav a ted  th e  c o n tro v e rsy , which co n tin u ed  spora& - 
t l e a i l y  f o r  some y e a r s .  The l a t e r  a r t i c l e s ,  some o f which were 
p u b lish e d  in  th e  New O rlean s new spapers, w ere b r i e f  item s 
co n cern in g  s p e c ia l  p o in ts  o f  d i s p u te .  I f  any purpose was 
se rv ed  by them , i t  was t h a t  th e  ev id en ce  and th e  v ie w p o in ts  o f 
th e  d is p u ta n ts  w ere p la ced  on r e c o rd ,  I t  i s  p e rh ap s w orth
f j?Ibia.« p. 617-618.
TS fb U . ■ p . 628,
W. P . Jo h n s to n  to  h . id. Jo h n so n , Hay 9 and 30 , 1887} Aug. 26,
1887; S ep t. 21 , 1887.
s o t  la g  a l s o  t h a t  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  th e  even te n o r  o f  tfah n s to n 1® 
p le a s a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w ith  th e  w orld  a t  l a r g e  was a p p a re n tly  
m arred by l i t t l e  ex c ep t t h i s  co n tro v e rsy *
I n  O c to b e r, 1803 , P re s id e n t  Johnston*  s  w ife  d ie d  w h ile  
v i s i t i n g  in  L ex in g to n , V irg in ia *  A new s e s s io n  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  
was j u s t  b eg in n in g s  and a t  th e  f i r s t  m eetin g  o f  th e  B oard , which 
o cc u rred  a  few days a f t e r  Mrs* 3,©hnsbon*a d e a th , Beverend 
Benjam in Palm er o f f e re d  th e  fo llo w in g  e x p re s s io n  o f  sympathy!
The Board o f  A d m in is tra to rs  o f  th e  T u laae  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  L o u is ia n a , a t  t h e i r  f i r s t  m eeting  
h e ld  t h i s  autum n, d e s i r e  to  e x p re s s  to  Col*
W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n , P re s id e n t  o f  th e  Uni­
v e r s i t y ,  t h e i r  te n d e rs® t sympathy in  th e  se v e re  
bereavem ent he h as  j u s t  su s ta in e d *  L ess th an  
a  y e a r  ag o , we mourned w ith  him u nder th e  lo s s  
o f  an  o n ly  son , th e  v i r t u e s  o f  whose e a r ly  
manhood prom ised  t o  p e rp e tu a te  th e  honor o f  a 
p roud  a n c e s t r a l  name* Today o u r f r ie n d  bows 
u n d er a  sorrow  more deep and sa c re d  s t i l l ,  i n  
th e  d e a th  o f  h e r  who was " th e  w ife  o f  h i s  y o u th ."
We d a re  n o t in t r u d e  in to  th e  s a n c tu a ry  o f  such  
g r i e f  w ith  th e  commonplaces o f  e a r th ly  eonso* 
la t lo n *  In  t h i s  suprem e bereavem en t, w hich 
c le a v e s  th ro u g h  o u r b e in g  and le a v e s  u s b u t 
th e  h a l f  o f  o u r s e lv e s ,  th e r e  i s  no com fort 
ex c ep t t h a t  whloh comes from  him o f  whom i t  i s  
w r i t t e n  "And God s h a l l  w ipe away © II t e a r s  
from  t h e i r  eyes*" He who h a th  s m itte n  can 
a lo n e  "b in d  up*; and we commend o u r b r o th e r  
in  h i s  sorrow  to  him who h a s  prom ised  to  s ta y  
"B is rough wind i n  th e  day o f  th e  e a s t  w in d ."
Bo f a r ,  how ever, a s  human sympathy can a v a i l  
t o  e a se  th e  p r e s s u re  o f  t h i s  woe, th e  Board 
renew s to  C o l. Jo h n s to n  th e  a s su ra n c e  o f  
t h e i r  esteem  and a f f e c t io n ;  and In  f u l l  
m easure f e e l  w ith  him th e  p a in  o f  t h i s  over** 
whelming a f f l i c t i o n * 49
^ M in u te s .  Board o f  A d m in is tra to r s ,  T ulone U n iv e r s i ty ,  Oct* £6, 
WS51
m
l a  th e  f a l l  o f  1685 P re s id e n t  ifohnston  i n s t i t u t e d  a  p la n  
of s tu d e n t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  th e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity *  
th e  p u rp o se  o f  w hich w as, a s  he d e c la re d  t o  th e  Board* to  em­
body a sy stem  o f  se lf-g o v e rn m e n t and to  f o s t e r  a sens® o f  honor
4,0
among th e  s tu d e n ts *  B ader th e  r e g u la t io n s  s o t  up ia  t h i s  sy stem , 
a ll  s tu d e n ts  wore r e q u ir e d  to  s ig n  a p led g e  t h a t  d u rin g  th e  
time whioh in te rv e n e d  betw een t h e i r  le a v in g  home in  th e  m orning 
and t h e i r  r e tu r n  th e r e to  th e y  would n o t e n te r  p la c e s  where 
liquor o r  l o t t e r y  t i c k e t s  w ere s o ld ,  o r  any o th e r  im proper 
place, and t h a t  th e y  would observe  th e  r e g u la t io n s  f o r  d i s c i ­
pline, conduc t th e m se lv es  h o n o rab ly , and commit no a c t  w hich 
would b r in g  d is r e p u te  to  th em se lv es  o r  th© i n s t i t u t i o n *  The 
results b ro u g h t ab o u t by th e  system  w ere e v id e n t ly  g r a t i f y in g  
to the p r e s id e n t ,  f o r  in  h i s  r e p o r t s  to  th® B oard, he r e p e a te d ly  
p r a is e d  th e  conduct o f  th e  s tu d e n ts ,  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  lo y a l  and 
e f f e c t iv e  s e rv ic e  o f  th e  f a c u l ty *  "The d i s c ip l in e  o f  th e  Col­
lege h as  been e x c e l l e n t ; "  he d e c la re d  a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  
s e s s io n  o f  1887. "a s  t h i s  f a l l s  under my p e rso n a l su p e r in te n d e n c e , 
I  would n a tu r a l ly  be th e  f i r s t  to  p e rc e iv e  d e r e l i c t i o n .  Two 
y e a rs  l a t e r  he was s t i l l  p le a se d  w ith  th e  p la n , a s  h i s  r e p o r t  
to th e  Board I n d i c a t e s t
1 have th o u g h t I t  ju d ic io u s  to  ta k e  
r a t h e r  prompt and more s t r in g e n t  n o t ic e  o f  
d e l in q u in o ie s  th a n  in  fo rm er y e a r s ,  b u t 
th e r e  h as  been no ca se  in v o lv in g  th e  honor 
o f  any s tu d e n t  o r  any w i l f u l  r e a l s ta n c e  to
Minutes. Board of A d m in s tra to rs , Tulane U n iv e r s i ty ,  ftov., 1885, 
Sw leafi.t on Organization and Rules £g£ t&& P la e lp l la f t  s L  M iS S S  
- . College. Hov. 16, 186S.
°lu«Hiifc«a. Board or Adainlatratora, Tulune University, June 14,
a u t h o r i t y .  la d e a d  th e  Board o f  D ire c to r s  
e le c te d  by th e  s tu d e n ts  h as  r e l ie v e d  me 
o f  n e a r ly  a l l  th e  o a se s  o f  d e s o ip l ln e  t h a t  
have a r i s e n ,  by th© I m f l io t io n  o f  re a s o n a b le  
p e n a l t i e s
I n  th® fo llo w in g  y e a r  Jo h n s to n  a s s e r te d  in  a c o n v e rs a tio n  
w ith  a F ren ch  v i s i t o r  t h a t  "%  young fo llo w s  a r e  v e ry  d o c i le  
and easy  to  manage*” More i n t e r e s t i n g  p e rh ap s  th a n  t h i s  a t /1be** 
meat l a  th e  Frenchm an1a c h a r a c te r i s a t i o n  o f  Jo h n sto n s
. * .T a l l ,  s p a re , e n e r g e t ic ,  he i s  r s -  
m arkab le  above e v e ry th in g  f o r  h i s  extrem e 
p o l i t e n e s s  and u rb a n ity *  I f  I  b e l ie v e d  in  
m etem psychosis, l  shou ld  sw ear he had l iv e d  
fo rm e rly  a t  V e r s a i l le s  under ”1© grand r o i  •
When Paul T u lan e  made h i s  d o n a tio n  f o r  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t 
of a  u n iv e r s i ty ,  he had in  view  c h ie f ly  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  men} 
and th e r e f o r e  no im m ediate p ro v is io n  was made by th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
for th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  women. A f te r  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  was o rg a n ise d  
and i t s  u s e fu ln e s s  a s  an  e d u c a tio n a l fo rc e  began to  be f e l t ,  
th e  p eo p le  o f  Hew O rlean s ev in ced  a d e s i r e  t h a t  I t s  b e n e f i t s  
m ight be ex ten d ed  to  th e  women o f L o u is ian a  . ^ T h i s  r e s u l t  was 
ach iev ed  more q u ic k ly  th a n  would have been p o s s ib le  under 
ordinary c irc u m s ta n c e s , when Mrs* Jo se p h in e  L ou ise  Newcomb o f  
Hew York C ity  d ec id ed  to  e s t a b l i s h  a c o l le g e  f o r  women in  New 
Orleans. Mrs. Hewcomb was th e  widow o f  Warren Tiewoomb, a n a t iv e  
of M a ssa c h u se tts , who had accum ulated  a  la rg e  fo r tu n e  a s  a su g a r  
merchant i n  Mew O rleans*  Mr* Newcomb had been l i b e r a l  i n  h i s
5|TMd#f May 14, 1889*
^ f x e r r e  C o u r te r t in ,  "E duca tion  and Manner® in  Hew O rlean s a s  
th e y  Appear t o  a T r a v e le r ,"  in  th e  P a l ly  P icay u n e* Dec* 82, 
1890*
P . Jo h n s to n , "T ulane U n iv e r s i ty ,"  p .  820.
d o n a tio n s  t o  in d iv id u a ls  and to  i n s t i t u t i o n s  b e fo re  b i s  d ea th  
in  1870* w hich l i b e r a l i t y  was co n tin u ed  by h i s  widow# The 
d e a th  o f  Mrs# Newcomb1 s  o n ly  c h i ld 9 H a r r i e t  Sophie Newcomb, a 
g i r l  o f  f i f t e e n ,  fo llo w ed  c lo s e  upon t h a t  o f  h e r  husband j 05and 
hav ing  l o s t  h e r  c l o s e s t  and d e a r e s t  r e l a t i v e s ,  Mrs# Newcomb 
co n s id e red  f o r  some y e a rs  th e  e s t a b l i s h in g  o f  an a p p ro p r ia te  
m em orial f o r  h e r  d au g h ter#  Her f r i e n d ,  C olonel w illia m  P re s to n  
Jo h n s to n , who® sh e  had known f o r  many y e a r s ,  d i r e c te d  h e r  I n te r*  
e s t  tow ard  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  a  c o l le g e  f o r  women, which was to  
b ea r h e r  d a u g h te r ’ s  name and which was to  be a d m in is te re d  by th e  
Tulane Board o f  A d m in is tra to rs  a s  one o f  th e  c o l le g e s  o f  th e  
U a iv e rs i ty .^ T h ®  donor’ s  i n i t i a l  g i f t  f o r  th® c o l le g e  was §100,000 
and a f t e r  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was o rg a n ise d , she made many sub* 
s t a n t i a l  d o n a tio n s  th ro u g h o u t a p e r io d  o f  or® th a n  tw enty  y ea rs#  
A t h e r  d e a th  she  bequeathed  a l l  o f  h e r  rem ain in g  fo r tu n e  ex c ep t 
a few thousand  d o l l a r s  to  th e  c o l le g e ,  which sum added to  th e  
amounts g iv en  d u r in g  h e r  l i f e * t im e  b ro u g h t h e r  t o t a l  d o n a tio n s  
to  §3 ,626,551#
Mrs# Newcomb1 s aim s f o r  th e  m em orial c o l le g e  w ere s im i la r  
to  th o se  w hich P au l T u lane had ex p ressed  to  th e  Board o f  Admini­
s t r a t o r s  whan th e  U n iv e r s i ty  was p roposed ; and l i k e  Mr# T ulane
glMfi., pp. 220-2H1.
33Jo se p h in e  L# Newcomb to  th e  Board o f  A d m in is tra to rs  o f  T ulane 
U n iv e r s i ty ,  O ot. 11 , 10Q6, in  f a y ’ s K U ttory o f  ^ d n q a tlo n  in  
L o u is ia n a  p p . 221-222; In  D ix o n 's  B r lo f  H is to r y  o f  RawogfflF 
^ C o l l e g e P pl .  9*10, and in  c a ta lo g s  o f  T ulane U n iv e rs ity #  
fclxon’ s  B r ie f  H is to ry  £ £  Rewconb C o l l e y .  P* *®B.
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she a l s o  d e a ire d  t h a t  th e  Board sh o u ld  have a f r e e  hand In  
d isp o s in g  o f  th e  fund  w hich she provided*  Bhe w ished t h a t  
th e  ten d en cy  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  shou ld  be " in  harmony w ith  
th e  fundam en ta l p r in c ip l e s  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  r e l i g i o n , w b u t 
th a t  i t  sh o u ld  n o t be s e o tu r ia n  o r  d en o m in a tio n a l in  c h a r a c te r .
As reg a rd ed  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  i n s t r u c t io n  to  be g iv e n , she 
req u es ted  t h a t  i t  shou ld  " lo o k  to  th e  p r a c t i c a l  s id e  o f l i f e ,  
as w e ll a s  t o  l i t e r a r y  e x c e l l e n c e ." 5?
On th e  day t h a t  J frs . Newcomb d isp a tc h e d  h e r l e t t e r  to  
th e  B oard , she w ro te  one to  C o lonel Jo h n sto n  a l s o ,  s t a t i n g  
th a t  h e r check f o r  #100,000 had been s e n t to  G enera l G ibson 
and r e q u e s t in g  t h a t  a b s o lu te  s e c re c y  be m a in ta in ed  w ith  r e ­
gard to  th e  g i f t  u n t i l  a l l  a rrangem en ts were c o m p le te .5^  These 
two eommunio&tlons from  M rs, Newcomb, a s  w e ll  a s  a number o f 
o th e r th in g s ,  in d ic a te  t h a t  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f P re s id e n t  Jo h n sto n  
upon th e  fo u n d er o f Newcomb C o lleg e  was s t ro n g , and t h a t  from 
th i s  in f lu e n c e  th e  sch o o l p r o f i t e d  to  a rem arkab le  d e g re e .5®
P ro fe s s o r  B rand t V, B. D ixon, who had se rv ed  f o r  some tim e 
as th e  a b le  p r in c ip a l  o f  one o f th e  A t. lo u is  h ig h  s c h o o ls ,  was 
in v ite d  by th e  Board to  become th e  p r e s id e n t  o f th© new o o l le g e .50 
A fte r  e v i s i t  to  New O rlean s and an in v e s t ig a t io n  o f th© p o s s i ­
b i l i t i e s  in  p ro sp e c t f o r  th© i n s t i t u t i o n ,  Mr. Dixon ac ce p ted  th e
RgJosephlne L. Newcomb to  th e  T ulane B oard , on . o i t .
Jo sep h in e  L. Newcomb to  W. P. Jo h n s to n , O ct. l l , 1686•
D ixon1a B r ie f  H is to ry  o f Newcomb C o lleg e  s e t s  f o r th  th e s e  
^ m a t t e r s  in  some d e t a i l .
M inutes - Board o f  a d m in is t r a to r s , T ulane U n iv e r s i ty ,  A pr. 26,
f  Vb
p la c e ,  ana s h o r t ly  a f te rw a rd s  began th e  work o f  s e l e c t in g  th e  
f a c u l t y ,  h o u sin g  and eq u ip p in g  th e  co lleg e*  and o rg a n is in g  
th e  c u r r ic u la *  The c o u rse s  o f  s tu d y  were th r e e  in  number and 
in c lu d e d  th e  C la s s ic a l*  th e  S c i e n t i f i c ,  and th e  Modern Languaget 
each o f  w hich le d  to  th e  d eg ree  o f  B ach e lo r o f  A rts  o r  B ach e lo r 
o f  S cience*  l a  a d d i t io n  to  th e s e  course© o f  s tu d y , th e  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n  o f f e re d  a number o f  s p e c ia l  studio©  in  a r t ,  which students 
s ig h t  ta k e  w ith o u t e n te r in g  th e  r e g u la r  course*  A rt s tu d ie s  a c re  
a ls o  a p a r t  o f  th e  g e n e ra l  c u r r i c u la ,  and p re s c r ib e d  c o u rse s  in  
t h i s  work w ere g iv e n  to  s tu d e n ts  p re p a r in g  to  teach*  P h y s ic a l  
ed u c a tio n  was a  p a r t  o f  th e  r e g u la r  co u rse  |  and in  t h i s  d e p a r t­
m ent, th e  Sw edish system  o f  t r a in i n g  was u se d , a lo n g  w ith  
" a e s tf c e t ic a l  g y m n a s tic s , ad ap ted  from th e  B e la a r te  p h ilo so p h y  o f  
e x p r e s s io n ,* and some a t t e n t i o n  to  v o ic e  work# Bewoomb C o lleg e  
a ls o  m a in ta in ed  © p re p a ra to ry  d ep a rtm en t, th e  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  in  
which in c lu d e d  th e  s u b je c ts  r e q u ire d  f o r  ad m issio n  to  college*® *
Through th e  l i b e r a l i t y  o f  Mrs* Newcomb and th e  combined 
a d m in is t r a t iv e  e f f o r t s  o f  P re s id e n ts  Jo h n s to n  and D ixon, th e  
c o l le g e  f o r  women made s te a d y  p ro g re ss  from  th e  beginning* At 
th e  c lo s e  o f  s e s s io n  o f  1 8 90-18$!, th e  f i r s t  g ra d u a tin g  c l a s s  was 
p re se n te d  to  P re s id e n t  Jo h n s to n  /from  whose hands th e  members r e ­
ce ived  t h e i r  d ip lom as and c e r t i f i c a t e s *  S ig h t young women gradu­
a te d  in  th e  academ ic d ep o rtm en t, two in  norm al a r t ,  and seven
P* Johnston, "Tulane U n iversity ,” pp# 2&3-23G*
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re c e iv e d  s p e c ia l  c e r t i f i c a t e s  in  French# Dr# Palm er d e l iv e r e d  
th e  commencement ad c re ss*  a f t e r  which C o lonel Jo h n s to n  made a  
b r i e f  sp eech  i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  manner**8!!® r e f e r r e d  to  th e  
c la s s  a® th e  ’’f i r s t l i n g s  o f  o u r  flock**v and c h a ra c te r iz e d  them* 
in  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  to  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n *  a s  " th e  r a r e  p rim ro se s  
i n  th e  s p r in g tim e  o f  i t s  c o l le g e  ex is te n c e *  th© f i r s t  f lo w e rs  o f  
th e  morning#"®3Yhe s p e a k e r ’ s  fo n d n ess  f o r  p ic tu re s q u e  e x p re s s io n  
i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  th e  fo llo w in g  passages
• • • I n  th e  f o r  d i s t a n t  f u tu r e  when th e  
l i n e  o f  s i l v e r  s h a l l  th re a d  th e  g o ld en  cu rl*  
o r  ra v e n  t r e s s ,  o r  bonny brown h a ir*  and th e  
g r e a t  a r t i s t  Time, w ith  th e  g rav in g  t o o l s  o f  
care*  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y *  sorrow* p a tie n c e *  f a i th *  
hope, and c h a r i ty *  s h a l l  have w rought th e  
c h a ra c to r* s o u lp tu re  upon y o u r f a c e s ,  you w i l l  
lo o k  back  w ith  a  te n d e r  r e g r e t  and a m odest 
jo y  to  t h i s  sc h o o l where you e a r ly  found a 
s ta n d a rd  and in c e n t iv e  f o r  a s p ira t io n #  You 
w i l l  r e c a l l  i t  a s  a sa n c tu a ry  where wee r e ­
vea led  t o  and confirm ed in  you t h a t  lo v e  o f 
knowledge which c o n fe rs  sp le n d o r  o f  i n t e l l e c t*  
t h a t  lo v e  o f  wisdom which bestow s b eau ty  o f  
c h a ra c te r*  one lo v e  o f  v i r tu e  which b r in g s  w ith  
i t  h o l in e s s  and th e  grao© o f  God#®4'
T h is  commencement and th e  c h a in  o f  developm ents which
reached  e f a v o ra b le  p o in t  a t  t h i s  tim e* m arked what P re s id e n t
D lron h a s  term ed th e  end o f  th e  p re lim in a ry  epoch; and ftewoomb
was moving tow ard  l a r g e r  achievem ents#
I n  2une, 1087* th e  U n iv e r s i ty  co n fe rre d  i t s  f i r s t  h ono rary
degree* when G en e ra l C. ;?# C# Lee re c e iv e d  th© d eg ree  o f  D octor
o f Laws#®®A few  days b e fo re  th e  d a te  o f  t h i s  Comencement*
| |P l x o n 's  B rig ?  H ln to ry  o£ Kawpoab S a t ia te *  *>• 94*
.» p .  3 3 .
• i  p# 56*
•  * P • SC #
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P r e s id e n t  Jo h n s to n  had  p re s e n te d  th e  name o f  h i s  fo rm er a s s o c ia te
to  th e  Board o f  A d m in is tra to r s ,  s t a t i n g  a s  he d id  so  t h a t  h i s
recom m endation was prom pted in  p a r t  by th e  s u g g e s tio n  o f  f r ie n d s *
B is  c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n  o f  th© nom inee, e s  g iv en  to  th e  B oard , was
a s  fo l lo w s ;
G en e ra l Lee s ta n d s  c lo s e  to  my h e a r t ,  a s  a 
f r i e n d  o f  many y e a r s ,  a comrade in  -arms, a 
c o lle a g u e  i n  academ ic w ork, and a  man whose 
l i f e  and c h a ra c te r  have been open to  my 
c l o s e s t  and s t r i c t e s t  o b s e rv a tio n , t h a t  X 
sh o u ld  h e s i t a t e  to  u rg e  h ie  name f o r  f e a r  
l e s t  p e r s o n a l  c o n s id e ra t io n s  m ight move me, 
b u t f o r tu n a te ly  he h as  alw ays s to o d  under 
th© s c r u t in y  o f  a P u b lic  je a lo u s  to  mark: 
au g h t am iss*
As s tu d e n t ,  s c h o la r ,  s o l d i e r ,  p r o fe s s o r ,
C o lle g e  P r e s id e n t ,  and C h r is t ia n  gen tlem an , 
h e  h a s  m o d estly , y e t  c o n s i s te n t ly ,  r i s e n  to  
ev e ry  exigency* He h as  bo rne  th© w e ig h t o f
a g r e a t  name so w e l l ,  t h a t  no one can th in k
him  an  unw orthy su c c e s so r  In  h i s  l a s t  g r e a t  
work to  B o b e rt E* Lee* Be i s  a l l  t h a t  a 
g r e a t  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  shou ld  d e l ig h t  to  
honor* He i s  a  good man, and o f  a s  r o y a l  
a  n a tu r e  a s  i s  a l i v e  on e a rth *  We would 
honor o u rs e lv e s  by h o n o rin g  him, and X ask  
t h a t  t h i s  d eg ree  be g ra n te d  to  him, and to  
him o n ly , a t  th e  p re s e n t  Commencement*67
S e v e ra l o th e r  p e rso n s  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  were honored in  l i k e  
manner d u rin g  th e  rem a in in g  y e a rs  o f  Jo h n s to n 1s  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  
th e  d eg ree  c o n fe rre d  b e in g  alw ays th e  D octor o f  Laws* At th e  
Commencement o f  1095, th e  p e rso n s  r e c e iv in g  t h i s  honor were th e
H onorable Howell Xaokson, a s s o c ia te  J u s t i c e  o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s
Supreme C o u r t; th e  H onorab le W illiam  L* W ilson, P o s t-M as te r
®7M in u tes , Board o f  A d m in is tra to rs , T u lane U n iv a r s i ty ,  tfune 14, 
108T*—
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G e n e ra l; and Jo h n s to n * s  f r ie n d  and fo rm er Y ale c la s sm a te ,
P ro f e s s o r  Jaco b  C ooper, th e  V ic e -P re s id e n t o f  Rutgers C o l le g e .66 
A t th e  Commencement o f  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  th r e e  o th e r  men r e ­
ce iv ed  th e  deg rees G en era l S tephen  D# Lee o f  M is s is s ip p i ;  th e  
H onorable W illiam  P o re h e r  M iles  o f  L o u is ia n a ; and th e  fo rm er 
P o s t-M a s te r  G en era l o f  th e  C onfederacy , John  H# Reagan o f  T era© ,69 
who, l i k e  Jo h n s to n , was ca p tu re d  w ith  J e f f e r s o n  Davis* In  1897, 
Thomas D* Boyd, P re s id e n t  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty ,  was 
th e  o n ly  p e rso n  who re c e iv e d  th e  h o n o r;7®and a t  t h e  Com eneem snt 
o f  1899, w hich o c c u rre d  a few weeks b e fo re  Johnston*©  d e a th , th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  c o n fe r re d  th e  d eg ree  upon th r e e  o th e rs*  th e  H onorable 
Sdwerd D ouglas VThite, U n ited  S ta te s  Gem to r  from  L o u is ia n a , and 
l a t e r  C h ie f J u s t i c e  o f  th e  U n ited  S tate©  Supreme C o u rt; Kdwln 
A nderson A lderm an, who became th e  p r e s id e n t  o f  T u lane U n iv e r s i ty
a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  second y e a r  fo llo w in g  Jo h n sto n * s  d e a th ;
71and Jam es Lane A lle n , th e  n o v e l is t*
May 1 4 , 1895. 
Ju n e  8 , 1896* 
Apr* 1a,  1097# 
May 1 0 , 1899*
CHAPTER XI 
TOLAHB UNIVERSITYI LATTER YEARS 
I n  1887 an o rg a n iz a t io n  In  Haw O rle a n s , which was c a l le d  
th e  A rt and L e t t e r s  A s s o c ia t io n ,  made an am b itio u s  e f f o r t  to  
encourage c r e a t iv e  a c t i v i t y  in  a r t  and l i t e r a t u r e  by p u b lis h in g  
a b e a u t i f u l l y  p r in te d  m agazine* T h is  b i-m o n th ly  p u b l ic a t io n ,  
A rt end L e t t e r s ,  w hich su rv iv ed  fo r  a s in g le  y e a r ,  co n ta in e d  
draw ings and l i t e r a r y  co m p o sitio n s by lo c a l  p e rso n s . On th e  
f i r s t  page o f  th e  i n i t i a l  num ber, under th e  c a p tio n  o f  * Proem*, 
th e  p u rpose  o f  th e  m agazine was s e t  f o r t h ,  th e  e d i to r  m o d estly  
d e c la r in g ,  "We know f u l l  w e ll  i t  i s  e a s i e r  to  o u t l i n e  o u r  work 
th an  to  accom plish  i t . "  The tw o -fo ld  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  p u b l i ­
c a t io n  a p p e a rs  In  a f u r th e r  s ta te m e n t: " I t  i s  s e c t i o n a l ,  in
th e  b e t t e r  se n se  o f  t h a t  outw orn te rm , and I t  i s  a ls o  n o t io n a l ,  
in  th e  h ig h e s t  a c c e p ta t io n  o f  th e  word which i s  so o f te n  used 
and so seldom  com prehended, th e  f i r s t  p a r t  b e in g  connected  w ith  
th e  th o u g h t o f  f u rn is h in g  a medium fo r  e x p re s s io n s  from th e  
South*8 i n t e l l e c t u a l  le a d e r s h ip ,  and th e  second p a r t ,  In  th e  
b re a d th  o f  th in k in g  a n t ic ip a te d  in  th e s e  e x p re s s io n s ." 1
The c o n t r ib u to r s  to  A rt and L e t te r s  in c lu d ed  such w e l l -
known Hew O rlean s  names as W illiam  and E llsw o rth  Woodward, Mary 
A shley Townsend, John R. F Ic k le n , M o llle  I .  M* D av is , Oreoe K ing, 
John A u g u stin , and W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n . To th e  f i r s t  
number Jo h n s to n  c o n tr ib u te d  a poem, "The R e tu rn  o f  Y o u t h * t o  
th e  August number an e s sa y  on M acBeth;^ and to  th e  f i n a l  number*
|A r t  jand T , F eb . ,  1887, p . 1 .
S lbA d., pp«,JL£rl6«
I b i d . f A ug., 1887, pp . 114-128•
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which was p u b lish ed  in  December, a poem c a l le d  ’’The P a t r i o t i c  
South** *^ The MaoBeth a r t i c l e  was re p u b lis h e d  in  a volume o f  
J o h n s to n ’ s s tu d ie s  on S h ak esp ea re , which appeared  in  1890®; 
and th e  two poems w ere in c lu d ed  in  a book o f  h i s  vara© 
p u b lish ed  in  1894*6
B e s id e s  le n d in g  h i s  e f f o r t s  to  th e  prom otion  o f  th e  s h o r t ­
l iv e d  m agazine , Jo h n s to n  was a c t iv e  w ith  o th e r  c u l tu r a l  e n t e r ­
p r is e s *  H is i n t e r e s t  in  © program o f  p u b lic  l e c tu r e s  sponsored  
by th e  U n iv e r s i ty  f o r  th® b e n e f i t  o f  th e  g e n e ra l p u b lic  seemed 
never to  d im in ish *  In  th e  s p r in g  o f  1888, h is  form er c o l le g e  
m ete , Andrew H* w h ite , e d is t in g u is h e d  e d u c a to r  and d ip lo m a t, 
who had se rv ed  a s  m in is te r  to  B e r l in ,  and who had o rg an ized  
C o rn e ll U n iv e r s i ty  and become i t s  f i r s t  p r e s id e n t ,  d e l iv e re d  
a t  T ulane U n iv e r s i ty  a co u rse  o f  l e c tu r e s  on th e  F rench R evolu­
t io n * 7 L a te r  Jo h n s to n  h im s e lf  d e l iv e re d  a s e r i e s  on Shakespeare® , 
which w ith  h i s  e s say  on MaoBeth made up th© volume o f  s tu d ie s  
to  which r e f e r e n c e  has a lre a d y  been made* Th© f a c u l ty  o f  th e  
U n iv e rs ity  a ls o  made t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  th© program . Buch 
a c t i v i t i e s  a p p a re n tly  s t im u la te d  more th an  lo c a l  i n t e r e s t ,  f o r  
in  th© © pring o f  1892, T . D. Boyd, who was th e n  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  
L o u is ian a  S ta te  Normal, w ro te  Jo h n sto n  a warm l e t t e r  o f  c o n g ra tu ­
l a t i o n  and ex p ressed  th e  hope t h a t  s e v e ra l  o f  th e  T ulane p ro ­
f e s s o r s  m igh t ap p ear on th e  Chautauqua program p re se n ted  an n u a lly  
* 1 6 1 6 ., D ao . ,  1887, p p . >31-236.
®K. T. Jo h n s to n , P ro to ty p e  o f  Hamlet and O ther S hakespearean  
P rob lem s. Hew Y ork: B e ifo r?  C o ., 18067 pp . 4 1 -9 1 .
®V8. P . J o h n s t o n ,  Ky Garden V alk , Hew O rlea n s : H e n s e ll ,  1894,
_pp. 131-133 , 133-T2ST
'M in u te s , Board o f  A d m in is tra to rs ,  T ulane U n iv e r s i ty ,  M ar, 13, 
„i& 9d.
°P8lly Picayune. Mar. 13, 20, 25, end 87, Apr. 1 and 3, 1390.
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a t  R ustem , L o u is ia n s ,9
A lthough P re s id e n t  J o h n s to n 's  i n t e r e s t s  were m ain ly  
e d u c a tio n a l and l i t e r a r y ,  he cou ld  ex p re ss  h im se lf  w ith  some 
cogency upon o th e r  m a tte r s  when th e  o ccas io n  o f fe re d  an 
o p p o r tu n i ty .  An a d d re s s  which he d e l iv e re d  in  S t ,  L ou is a t  
th e  W ashington U n iv e r s i ty  Commencement in  1890 a f fo rd s  a good 
exam ple. H is s u b je c t  w as, "The F u n c tio n  o f  th e  C ity " ;  and as 
one re a d s  t h i s  sp e ec h , he i s  b ro u g h t back s h a rp ly  to  th e  r e ­
membrance o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  J o h n s to n 's  c h ie f  i n t e r e s t  d u r in g  
th e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  h i s  l i f e  had been c e n te re d  upon p u b lic  a f f a i r s  
and t h a t  i t  was in  t h i s  f i e l d  t h a t  he had in ten d ed  to  expend th e
g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  h i s  e n e rg ie s .  The re a d e r  i s  im pressed  a ls o  w ith
th e  s p e a k e r 's  a b i l i t y  to  la y  a s id e  th e  l o f t y  m anner, which 
c h a ra c te r iz e d  many o f  h i s  p u b lic  u t te r a n c e s ,  and speak th e  f o r t h ­
r ig h t  c o n v ic t io n s  o f  an  in d ig n a n t s p i r i t .  The fo llo w in g  e x t r a c t  
from h i s  S t ,  L ou is a d d re s s  i s  g iv en  a s  an i l l u s t r a t i o n :
I  can remember when we had a r e p u b l ic .
T h is  i s  n o t th e  tim e , nor th e  p la c e ,  fo r  me 
to  d is c u s s  by what necromancy and b lao k  a r t s ,  
i t  has been tran sfo rm ed  in to  a p lu to c ra c y .
But ev e ry  man knows t h a t  t h i s  has become a 
r i c h  m an 's  governm ent and t h a t  i t  i s  no 
lo n g e r  a o o u n try  where th e  r i c h  man owes h is  
in f lu e n c e  to  th e  i n d i r e c t  advan tages th a t  
w ea lth  c o n fe r s ;  b u t t h a t  ran k  and o f f i c e  and 
p u b lic  f r a n c h is e s  a re  bought and so ld  w ith  
th e  s^me b r u t a l  cyn ic ism  t h a t  D id ius J u l ia n u s  
pu rchased  th e  Roman Umpire w ith , though , u n fo r­
tu n a te ly ,  n o t  w ith  th e  same r ig h te o u s  r e t r i b u t i o n . 10
D, Boyd to  w. P , Jo h n s to n , Feb, 2 , 1892. (B oyd 's l e t t e r - b o o k ) *  
10D a lly  P ica y u n e , J u ly  23 , 1890.
And a s  he u t t e r s  f u r t h e r  condem nation o f th e  ab u ses  p r a c t is e d
by men o f  w e a lth , h i s  in d ig n a t io n  assumes th e  a u s te r e  to n e  o f
an Old T estam ent p ro p h e t:
What we c a l l  th e  r i c h  I s  a c la s s  made 
up o f  in d iv id u a l  r i c h  men* We can o n ly  
re a c h  t h a t  c la s s  th ro u g h  th e  co n sc ie n ces  
o f  th e  in d iv id u a ls  t h a t  compose i t *  The 
c a p i t a l i s t  as he co u n ts  h is  gold* may deny 
t h a t  he h o ld s  i t  o f  so c ie ty *  L et him do 
so* I f  he can n o t read  th e  w arn ings in  
th e  s ig n s  o f th e  tim es  as X have shown them , 
l e t  t h a t  p a ss* 11
From th e s e  e x p re s s io n s , i t  i s  e v id e n t t h a t  a lth o u g h
Jo h n sto n  was in v a r ia b ly  c h a ra c te r iz e d  as an a r i s t o c r a t ,  end
a lth o u g h  he was v e ry  s u c c e s s fu l  in  s e c u r in g  la rg e  b e n e fa c tio n s
from w e a lth y  p e rs o n s , he viewed w ith  repugnance th e  d is h o n e s t
ii-
and u n f a i r  m ethods employed by th e  r u th le s s  and unscrupu lous 
c la s s  o f  b u s in e s s  men who g a in ed  r a p id ly  In  power a f t e r  th e  
War. I t  I s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  a ls o  t h a t  in  a p e r io d  when th e  
ac u te  s t r u g g le  betw een c a p i t a l  and la b o r  in  t h i s  c o u n try  was 
co m p ara tiv e ly  new, h is  sym path ies were w ith  th e  l a t t e r .  The 
in t e n s i t y  o f th e s e  sym path ies I s  re v e a le d  in  a poem which I s  
co n ta in ed  in  one o f  h i s  volum es. The t i t l e  o f  th e  p ie c e  i s  
"The S t r ik e  Ended"1 2 , and th e  a u th o r ’ s r e a c t io n  to  th e  circum ­
s ta n c e  which evoked i t  i s  in d ic a te d  in  th e  f i r s t  two s ta n z a s :
K ing C a p ita l  h a th  won th e  day ,
.And s e t  h i s  h e e l  on L a b o r 's  n eck ,
And W ealth resum es h e r a n c ie n t sway;
The vanqu ished  w orker must obey,
Low cro u ch in g  a t  h e r beck .
13:1b ta.
r c W. P . Jo h n s to n . "The S t r ik e  Ended", in  My Carden Walk*
p p . 108-110•
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"O rd er a g a in  in  Warsaw r e ig n s " #
W ith i r o n  jaws s t i l l  g r in d s  th e  m i l l ;
W hile J u s t i c e ,  sn e e r in g  in  h e r  f a n e s ,
F o rg es f o r  power th© la w 's  s tro n g  c h a in s ,
To b in d  th e  human w i l l .
The su o o eed in g  s ta n z a s  em phasize th e  In c o n s is te n c y  which i s
found in  a s i t u a t i o n  where men a re  f r e e  in  ev e ry  re g a rd  ex cep t
t h a t  o f  c h ie f  im p o rtan ce  to  them: th e  r i g h t  to  demand and
re c e iv e  a j u s t  r= tu rn  fo r  t h e i r  lab o r*  However, th e  p o e t w r i te s
no e leg y  upon l o s t  h o p es , f o r  th e  co n c lu d in g  s ta n z a s  c o n v e rt
th e  poem in to  a v ig o ro u s  hymn o f  r e v o l t :
W ith gun in  hand , ask  what you may,
T h e y 'l l  g ra n t  you t h a t  and o f f e r  m ore;
They f e a r  th e  p e o p le 's  s to u t  a r r a y ,
They d read  r e b e l l i o n 's  b loody f r a y  
And i n s u r r e c t i o n 's  r o a r .
T ru s t  th e n  no more to  s e r v i l e  p ra y e r  
F or j u s t i c e  from  your c ru e l  lo r d s ;
Come l i k e  th e  w ild  b e a s ts  from  your l a i r .
The b e l t  draw t i g h t ,  th e  arm make b a re ,
And use  your w hetted  swords*
On A p r i l  2 5 , 1888, Jo h n s to n  m arried  M arg are t Henshaw Avery,
a member o f  a p rom inen t L o u is ia n a  f a m i l y A l t h o u g h  a l l  o f
J o h n s to n 's  d a u g h te rs  w ere grown, th e y  w ere a t  f i r s t  somewhat
d is tu rb e d  a t  th e  p ro s p e c t o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r 's  second m a rr ia g e ;
b u t th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  h i s  lo n e l in e s s  and h is  need f o r  someone
to  b o l s t e r  h i s  f r a i l  s t r e n g th ,a s  he perform ed th e  arduous la b o rs
14,o f h i s  o f f i c e ,  d id  much to  remove t h e i r  d isa p p o in tm en t. The 
second M rs. Jo h n s to n  b ro u g h t n o t on ly  com panionship to  th e  lo n e ly  
p r e s id e n t  o f  T u lan e , b u t a l s o  th e  com petent a s s is ta n c e  o f an
P . Jo h n s to n , The Jo h n sto n s  o f  S a l i s b u r y , p . 124. 
^ C a r o l in e  H. Jo h n s to n  to  w .  P . Jo h n sto n  (u n d a te d ) .
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i n t e l l i g e n t  end sy m p a th e tic  s p i r i t .  She was a c t iv e  i n  c iv ic  
a f f a i r s ,  and e x h ib ite d  s tro n g  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  l i t e r a r y  
c u l t u r a l ,  m o ra l, and r e l i g i o u s  developm ent o f  Hew O rle a n s .
She was f o r  many y e a rs  a member o f  th e  L o u is ian a  H i s to r i c a l  
S o c ie ty  end was th e  a u th o r  o f  a book on th e  A cadians o f  
L o u is ia n a . As p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  Woman*# A n ti-L o tte ry  League, 
she re n d e re d  v a lu a b le  s e r v ic e  to  th e  movement which b ro u g h t 
ab o u t th e  a b o l i t io n  o f  th e  l o t t e r y  in  L o u is ia n a ; and she 
devoted  a c o n s id e ra b le  amount o f  energy  to  th e  work o f  o th e r
1 R
o r g a n iz a t io n s .  ~ B eing some y e a rs  younger th a n  h e r  husband , 
end b le s s e d  w ith  good h e a l th ,  she was a b le  to  a s s i s t  P re s id e n t  
Jo h n sto n  in  c a r ry in g  o u t h ia  p la n s  f o r  th e  improvem ent o f  th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  and to  g iv e  h is  home th e  h o s p i ta b le  atm osphere so 
co n g e n ia l to  h ia  n a tu r e .  "To see  h e r r e c e iv in g  in  h e r  h o sp i­
ta b le  home, d is p e n s in g  th e  ch o ice  g i f t s  o f  h er b o u n tif u l  b o a rd ,"  
sa id  h e r  g i f t e d  f r i e n d ,  G race K ing, "was a r a r e  p le a s u re  to  th e  
honored g u e s t ,  a p le a s u re  t h a t  memory enhances and n ev er f o r ­
g e ts .* * *  How n e c e s s a ry  such a helpm eet was to  Jo h n sto n  i s  more 
f u l l y  e p p re c la te d  when we n o te  th e  c o n d it io n  o f  h i s  h e a l th  as 
in d ic a te d  in  th e  te s tim o n y  o f one who knew him and ad v ised  him 
from th e  tim e o f  h i s  e n tra n c e  to  Y ale C o lleg e  u n t i l  hi© d e a th :
Yo say  t h a t  he l iv e d  f o r  f i f t e e n  y ea re  
by fo rc e  o f  w i l l  a lo n e  may seem e x tra v a g a n t 
to  th o se  who d id  n o t know h is  a c tu a l  con­
d i t i o n .  Y et to  such ee w itn essed  th e  s t ru g g le s
^ L o u is ia n a  H i s to r i c a l  q u a r te r ly ,  Apr. 1926, p p . 281-283. 
ACI b i d . ,  p . 2537“
285
th ro u g h  which h ia  weak fram e c a r r ie d  
th e  bu rden  o f  each U n iv e r s i ty  t^ rm , 
t h i s  w i l l  be re co g n ized  as a t r u e  s t a t e ­
ment* He was n ev e r  f r e e  from p a in  f o r  
a s in g l e  hour d u r in g  t h a t  lo n g  p e r io d  *
H is  paroxjsns o f  coughing la s te d  from 
th r e e  to  e ig h t  ho u rs  a day* They ab­
so rb ed  w hat to  m ost men i s  th ~ t  * a r t  
w hich i s  d e s i r a b le  more th an  any o th e r  
f o r  w ork, i* e .  th e  fo re n o o n , and l e f t  
h im , i f  th e y  ev e r d id  a t  e l l ,  w e ll n ig h  
in  a c o l la p s e ;  so weakened th a t  d ea th  
m ig h t come a t  any tim e from sh e e r  ex­
h a u s t io n .  Y et ffom such p ro tra c te d  f i t s  
o f  coughing  he would r a l l y ,  to  ta k e  up 
th e  bu rdens o f  th e  d ay .* 7
t h a t  one so a f f l i c t e d  w ith  i l l  h e a l th  could  perform  th e  
many and v a r ie d  d u t ie s  w hich were connected  w ith  h i s  p o s i t io n  
and oould  f in d  a d d i t io n a l  tim e and s t r e n g th  f o r  o th e r  im­
p o r ta n t  m a t te r s  i s  rem arkable*  The arduous and d iv e r s i f i e d  
c h a ra c te r  o f  th e s e  la b o r s  i s  re v e a le d  in  th e  m in u tes o f  th e  
Tulane Board o f  A d m in is tra to r s ,  in  th e  newspaper r e p o r t s  o f  h i s  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  and in  th e  la rg e  b u lk  o f h is  correspondence*  To 
th e se  ev id en ce s  shou ld  be added a ls o  th e  r a th e r  l a r g e  number 
o f  item s which he found tim e  to  p u b lis h  d u r in g  t h i s  period#
For an e v a lu a t io n  o f J o h n s t o n s  c a p a c i t ie s  and th e  s p i r i t  which
s u s ta in e d  h i s  f r a i l  b o d ily  s t r e n g th ,  we ag a in  quo te  th e  t e s t i ­
mony o f h i s  c o l le g e  c la s sm a te :
The co rresp o n d en ce  which Mr* Jo h n sto n  
c a r r ie d  on was immense* Nor d id  he a v a i l  
h im s e lf  o f  an am anuensis, s e c r e ta r y ,  o r 
ty p e w r i te r ,  e x c e p t in  r a r e  in s ta n c e s*  The 
g r e a t  bu rden  o f a co rresp o n d en ce , w r i t te n  
o u t in  f u l l  in  a l e g ib l e  s c r i p t ,  was c a r r ie d
by him to  th e  l a s t* .* ,H is  powers fo r  d i v e r s i ­
f i e d  a c t io n  seemed to  be u n lim ite d  in  degree
^ C oop er. p . 24 .
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and k in d * . .h e  cou ld  go from a m ee tin g  
o f  th e  S m ith so n ian  Regents* from a con­
fe r e n c e  w ith  c i t y  governm ent, a com m ittee 
m e e tin g  o f  th e  governor and members o f  
th e  S t a t e  L e g is la tu re ^  or a p ro tr a c te d  
s i t t i n g  o f  h is  F a c u l ty ;  from s e v e ra l  o f  
th e s e  i n  one day—*t© a s o c ia l  f u n c t io n ,  
f o r  w hich New O rlean s  i s  n o te d , and be 
th e  l i f e  and so u l o f an  adm irin g  c i r c l e ,
Nay m ore; from  a home v ery  o f te n  darkened 
by  bereavem ent* from th e  b u r i a l  o f  an  o n ly  
so n , from th e  b e d s id e  o f  a d au g h te r dy ing  
in  a d i s t a n t  c i t y ,  he would r e tu r n  to  ta k e  
up th e  b u rd en s o f  l i f e  w ith  th e  same 
s in g le - h e a r te d  e a rn e s tn e s s ,  a s .th o u g h  no 
h e a r t - s t r i n g s  had been b ro k en •
In  th e  y e a rs  im m ed ia te ly  fo llo w in g  h i s  m a rriag e  to  M iss 
A very, Jo h n s to n  s u f fe re d  th e  lo s s  o f  s e v e ra l  o f  h i s  d e a re s t  
f r ie n d s  and two o f  h i s  d a u g h te rs . On December 6 , 1889,
J e f f e r s o n  D av is , h i s  fo rm er c h ie f  and l i f e - l o n g  f r i e n d }d ied  
in  th e  home o f  Judge C. B. Fenner in  New O r le a n s ;^ 9 and 
P re s id e n t  Jo h n s to n  was chairm an o f  th e  com m ittee in  ch arg e  o f  
th e  f u n e r a l  s e rv ic e s  in  t h a t  c i t y —cerem o n ia ls  which preceded  
th e  t r a n s f e r r i n g  o f  th e  body to  Richmond, V i r g i n i a . I n  1892 
two o th e r  c lo s e  f r i e n d s ,  b o th  members o f  th e  T ulane Board o f  
A d m in is tra to r s ,  passed  away—Bishop John N* O allajher in  F eb ru a ry  
and S en a to r  R an d a ll Lee G ibson in  December. The f i r s t  o f  th e s e ,  
i t  w i l l  be rem em bered, had se rv ed  a s  an o f f i c e r  under G eneral 
A lb e r t S idney  J o h n s to n , to  whom he was in te n s e ly  dev o ted ; and 
in  th e  y e a rs  which fo llo w ed  th e  War he had m a n ife s te d  a s im i la r  
f e e l in g  f o r  th e  G en era l* s  e ld e s t  son . As W illiam  P re s to n
I Q lb ia . f p p . 2 6 -2 7 .
l^V arln a  D a v is , J e f f e r s o n  D av is , A Memoir, V ol. I I ,  pp. 931-935. 
20W. P . Jo h n s to n  to  M rs. V. C. C lo p to n , Dec. 10 , 1889. (Duke 
U n iv e r s i ty  L ib r a r y .)
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J o h n s to n 's  f r ie n d  end fellow -tow nsm an In  L o u is v i l le  im m ed ia te ly  
a f t e r  th e  war* he urns among th o se  who recommended him f o r  a 
p ie c e  on th e  f a c u l t y  o f  W ashington C o lle g e ; and in  l a t e r  y e a rs  
when th e  two men became r e s id e n t s  o f  New O rlean s  * B ishop 
G a lle h e r  gave Jo h n s to n  th e  f u l l  m easure o f  h i s  lo y a l  support*
A n o te -w o r th y  exam ple h ie  a t t i t u d e  i s  in d ic a te d  in  a m otion  
he p ie ced  b e fo re  th e  Board in  th e  e p r in g  o f  1888, which p ro ­
v ided  f o r  r a i s i n g  th e  p r e s id e n ts  s a la r y  from  $5000 to  |6 0 0 0  
a y e a r  and f o r  f u r n is h in g  him w ith  fSQQO to  v i s i t  © eats o f  
le a r n in g  in  f o re ig n  c o u n t r i e s . J o h n s t o n  re c e iv e d  th e  i n ­
c re a s e  in  s a l a r y ,  b u t d id  n o t go abroad u n t i l  s e v e r a l  year® 
l a t e r * 23 At a m eetin g  o f  th e  Board which im m edia te ly  fo llow ed  
O s l le h e r 'a  d e a th ,  Jo h n s to n  s a id ,  "B ishop G a lle h e r  has been my 
f r ie n d  f o r  more th a n  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  and i t  i s  b u t j u s t i c e  to  
h ie  memory to  say  th a t  I  have r a r e ly  m et h is  p ee r in  t r u e  
n o b i l i t y  o f  s o u l ,  and b read  o f  C h r is t ia n  c h a r i t y / '23
In  th e  d e a th  o f  K en d a ll Lee G ibson, Jo h n s to n  l o s t  a d ea r 
end v a lu ed  f r ie n d  and k insm an, whose a f f e c t io n a te  re g a rd  and 
e o n e ls te n t  lo y a l ty  th ro u g h  many y e a rs  meant much to  him* A 
y e s r  a f t e r  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  w ar, t h i s  f r ie n d  had w r i t te n  Jo h n s to n : 
*when d ep riv ed  o f n e a r ly  a l l  e l s e  in  l i f e  upon whioh we had s e t  
our h e a r t s ,  I  b e l ie v e  we p r iz e  more h ig h ly  th a n  ever th o se  t i e s  
o f  e p e rs o n a l n a tu re  which a lo n e  can com pensate f o r  th e  c a p r ic e s  
o f  fo rtu n e *  And among th e s e  I s  my f r ie n d s h ip  f o r  yO u."2^
j& lflim te sf Board o f  A d m in is tra to rs , T ulane U n iv e r s i ty ,  May 8 , 1888. 
2« I b ld . ,  June  8 ,  1890.
23f b l d . .  Feb. 8 ,  1892.
^ G ib s o n  to  W. P* Jo h n s to n , A pr. 2, 1866.
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Even s t r o n g e r  te s tim o n y  o f  Gibson*© d e v o tio n  i s  r e v e a le d  in  
th e  s c o re s  o f  l e t t e r s  which he w ro te  Jo h n s to n  o v e r o long  
p erio d *  F o llo w in g  th e  War, th e  co rresp o n d en ce  betw een th e  
two was n o ta b ly  re g u la r*  and wee r e la te d  to  a v a r i e ty  o f  
s e t t e r s  w hich  concerned  Johnston*  Even w ith  th e  heavy b u r ­
dens o f  h i s  p o s i t io n  e s  U n ited  S ta te s  S en a to r from L o u is ia n a  , 
Gibson found tim e to  g iv e  a t t e n t i o n  to  h is  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
e s  p r e s id e n t  o f  th© T ulane Board o f  A d m in is tra to r s ,  o f te n  
a d d re s s in g  "D ear w i l l"  a t  le n g th  on m a tte r s  r e l a t i n g  to  th© 
U n iv e r s i ty ,  i n  l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  by h i s  own hand.**5 In  th e  
l a s t  weeks o f  h i s  l i f e  he devoted  much energy  to  p u t t in g  in to  
form th e  p la n s  w hich he b e lie v e d  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  th e  developm ent 
o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  in  o rd e r  t h a t  th e  t r u s t  g iv en  in to  h is  
hands by i f r .  T u lane m ight be f u l f i l l e d  to  th© f u l l e s t  e x te n t .
He knew t h a t  h i s  end was r a p id ly  ap p ro ach in g ; and up to  th e  
tim e o f  h i s  p a s s in g , h i s  th o u g h ts  were o f te n  upon th e  r e b u i ld ­
in g  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity *  A s h o r t  tim e b e fo re  h is  d ea th  he s a id ;
" I  have 9pen t my l i f e  in  p u b lic  s e rv ic e  and have done what I  
co u ld , b u t i t  w i l l  a l l  soon be f o r g o t te n .  W ill my work a t  T ulane 
U n iv e r s i ty  be remembered lo n g e r? " 2**
2®In Jo h n s to n 9s p r iv a te  p a p e rs , th e r e  a re  many le t te r©  which he 
re c e iv e d  from G ibson , th e  d? te a  ran g in g  from O ctober 11 , 1&63 
to  Kov. a, 18C2, th e  l a t t e r  d a te  b e in g  b u t a few weeks p r io r  
to  G ibson9s death*  T here  were d o u b tle s s  e a r l i e r  o n es , which 
becau se  o f  Jo h n s to n 9s s i t u a t i o n  d u rin g  th© w ar, he was unab le  
#>jtto p re s e rv e .
Vr. P . Jo h n s to n , R ep o rt to  th e  Board o f  A d m in is tra to rs » T ulane 
U n iv e r s i ty ; June 15 , 1003, pp . 2 3 -24 .
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On December 15 , 1892, S en a to r  G ibson d ied  in  Hot S p r in g s , 
A rk an sas , a f t e r  a p a in fu l  il ln e s s* ® ?  Jo h n sto n  mas by h is  bed­
s id e  much o f  th e  tim e  d u r in g  h is  l a s t  d a y s *28 With th e  p a s s in g  
o f  t h i s  fo rm er o f f i c e r  o f  th e  C o n fed e ra te  Army, mho ro s e  from  
c a p ta in  t o  m a jo r -g e n e ra l  d u rin g  h i s  s e r v ic e ,  L o u is ian a  l o s t  one 
o f h e r  m ost d is t in g u is h e d  c i t i z e n s .  The lo s e  which Jo h n sto n  
s u s ta in e d  h as  a l r e a d y  been s u f f i c i e n t l y  in d ic a te d *  The body 
mas ta k e n  to  L e x in g to n , K entucky, f o r  b u r i a l ;  and th e  T ulane 
Board asked  P re s id e n t  Jo h n s to n  to  a t te n d  th e  f u n e r a l ,  which 
re q u e s t  oould have been h a rd ly  more th an  an indorsem en t o f  h i s  
known in te n t io n *  Thd Board a l s o  te le g ra p h e d  G ibson*a c o l le a g u e , 
S en a to r Edward D oqglae w h ite , who was th e n  in  W ashington, a sk ­
in g  t h a t  he a t te n d  th e  fu n e ra l  a s  th e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  
Tulane A d m in is tra to r s . 29 In  th e  found ing  end o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  
th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  th r e e  p erso n s  p layed  th e  m ost im p o rta n t p a r ts *  
G ibsoJs d e a th  w ith in  l e s s  th a n  te n  y e a rs  a f t e r  i t s  e s ta b lis h m e n t, 
removed th e  second one from th e  sc en e ; th e  d ea th  o f  th e  t h i r d ,
. i
Tulane*e f i r s t  p r e s id e n t ,  wee to  fo llo w  b e fo re  seven more y e a rs  
had passed*
On November 25 , 1894, J o h n s to n 's  o ld e s t  d a u g h te r , Mary 
Duncan, who had n ev e r m a rr ie d , d ied  In  L o u is v i l le  o f  pneumonia*
To h i s  T e le  c la s s m a te s , th e  so rrow ing  f a th e r  w ro te , "She wee a 
s a i n t l y  woman, o f  v iv id  p e r s o n a l i ty ,  and muoh b e lo v ed ; a s ta y  
to  a l l  h e r  f a m ily , and f r ie n d s *  My th e o lo g y  te n c h e s  me to  hope
S 7 o b itu a ry  R ecord , T e l*  U n iv e r s i ty ,  1891-1900, p . 177. 
j~ s .  D. W hite to  Vi1, p .  Jo h n s to n , Deo. 2 , 1692.
®®Mlnuten. Board o f  A d im in ls tr s to re ,  T u lane U n iv e r s i ty ,
Dec* 16 , 1892*
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t h a t  I  s h a l l  soon m eet h e r  end o th e r  loved  o n es , th ro u g h  th e
g r e e t  m ere r ©f an  a l l  M e rc ifu l F a th e r , " 30 t o  J u ly  7 Qf the
fo llo w in g  r « a* f Johnston*©  youngest d a u g h te r , C a ro lin e  H ancock,
who, two y e a rs  b e fo re , had m a rrie d  T. <3. K inney o f  S ta u n to n ,
V ir g in ia ,  a l s o  d ied  in  L o u i s v i l l e .3* The rem a in in g  members o f
h ie  fa m ily  o u t l iv e d  him .
I n  s p i t e  o f  Jo h n s to n ’ s i l l  h e a l th  and th e  bereavem ents
which so  o f te n  a f f l i c t e d  him , he c a r r ie d  on th e  work o f h is
o f f ic e  w ith  c o n s id e ra b le  v ig o r .  In  1893, upon th e  recom m endation
o f  S e n a to r  G ibson , who we a a member o f  th e  Board o f  H egenta o f
th e  S m ith so n ian  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  Jo h n sto n  was added to  t h a t  body. 33
E a rly  in  th e  fo llo w in g  y ea r he a t te n d e d  a m eetin g  o f  th e  R egen ts
in  W ashington; and r e tu r n in g  to  New O rle a n s , he re p o r te d  to  th e
T ulane Board t h a t  th e  I n s t i t u t i o n  had prom ised him a v a lu a b le
a rc h e o lo g ic a l  c o l l e c t i o n  fo r  th e  U n iv e r s i ty . 33 On th e  same
t r i p  he v i s i t e d  New York a t  th e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f M rs. Newcomb, who,
a f t e r  s e v e r a l  c o n fe re n c e s  w ith  him, ex p ressed  h e r in t e n t io n  o f
endowing h e r  c o l le g e  l i b e r a l l y ,  and im m ed ia te ly  t h e r e a f t e r  s e n t
34him a number o f  bonds am ounting in  v a lu e  to  $100 ,300 .
A© th e  head o f  a grow ing u n iv e r s i ty ,  which he hoped would
ren d e r th e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s ib le  s e rv ic e  to  L o u is ia n a , Jo h n sto n
r e a l iz e d  t h a t  one o f  th e  c h ie f  h an d icap s to  such s e rv ic e  was th e
sm a ll number o f  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  s t a t e  who had th e  n e c e s s a ry
30R eoord . c l a s s  o f  1853. Y ale U n iv e r s i ty , Supplem ent to  th e  Re-  
p o r t  o f  W e Qua d r  a a t  n t  en n l a l ~ e  a t  l n g . 1895, p . 78.
21W. P . Jo h n s to n , The Jo h n s to n s  o f  S a l i s b u ry , p . 161.28b. t .  G ibson to  WT"F7" T 0nngt0n~ J WB7w3 0 7  T 8 93 .
**n u te s . Board o f  A d m in is tra to rs ,  T ulane U n iv e r s i ty ,  F eb . HO, 1893
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p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  e n tra n c e  to  an i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  c o l le g e  rank*
$ i t h  r e s p e c t  to  th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  189G, a p rom inen t ed u c a to r  
o f  th e  s t a t e  w rote* ,fThe m ost d e f e c t iv e  f e a tu r e  o f  p u b llo -  
sch o o l equipm ent in  L o u is ia n a  now i s  th e  la c k  o f  h ig h  s c h o o ls ,  
save  i n  th e  c i t y  o f  Hew O rleans*** Ho r e a l l y  good c o l le g e  i s  
able to  b e a r  th e  w e ig h t o f  a p re p a ra to ry  d e p a rtm en t.*135 
Speaking  b e fo re  th e  L o u is ia n a  s t a t e  T eachers* A sso c ia tio n  in  
1893, J o h n s to n  made th e  fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t on th e  s u b je c t :
A p art from p eo p le  o f  g e n iu s , you w i l l  
f in d  a s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  a p re v a le n t  i n t e l l e c ­
t u a l  i n e r t i a  t h a t  th e  g re a t  m a jo r i ty  o f  our 
young p eo p le  a re  stopped  o n , o r  b e fo re ,  th e  
c lo s e  o f  t h e i r  sc h o o lin g  in  th e  p rim ary  
g rades*  T h a t I  am n o t  m istaken  in  t h i s  may 
be seen  in  th e  Hew O rlean s S ch o o ls , where 
o u t o f  £0 ,000  c h i ld re n  on ly  ab o u t 600 a r e  in  
th e  High S c h o o ls .3®
S eosuae o f  th e  c o n d it io n  in d ic a te d  in  th e  p reced in g  s t a t e ­
m en ts , T u lan e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a in ta in ed  as p a r t  o f  i t s  o r g a n is a t io n  
a h igh  s c h o o l, which Jo h n s to n  d e c la re d  to  be " th e  b e s t  ta u g h t 
High Schoo l in  th e  South and one o f  th e  b e s t  anyw here." 37 The 
n e c e s s i ty  f o r  such a dep artm en t in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  i s  e x p la in ed  by th e  p r e s id e n t :
E d u ca tio n  was a t  a v e ry  low l e v e l ;  h a l f  
o f  th e  v o te r s  o f  th e  S ta te  could  n o t read  
o r  w r i t e ;  Ig n o ran ce  was paramount* There 
was n o t a h igh  sch o o l o r  academy o f  h igh  
g rad e  in  th e  S ta te  from which to  dr^w a 
su p p ly  o f  w e l l - t r a in e d  s tu d e n ts ,  excep t th e  
h igh  sch o o l o f th e  u n iv e r s i ty ,  and th e re  were
Ijjjfby, H is to ry  o f  E duca tion  in  L o u is ia n a . p . 110.
W. P . Jo h n s to n , An A ddress b e fo re  th e  L o u isi ana Teachers* 
A s s o c ia t io n , a t  Sew" I b e r i a , t a . ,  D ec• SS, I8SS7 jTTTSV1™"'" 
37M ln u tea . Board o f  A d m in is tra to ra , T ulane U n iv e r s i ty ,
J  une i 'S , 1890.
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no s tu d e a ts  s tu d y in g  1b th e  S ta te  w ith  
r e f e r e n c e  to  u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a tio n , Y;'e 
had to  c r e a te  s demand f o r  h ig h e r  
e d u c a tio n , a s  w e ll  ®s to  su p p ly  i t .  I t  
waa e v id e n t ly  a n e c e s s i ty  f o r  th e  
u n iv e r s i ty  t o  a v a i l  i t s e l f  o f  i t s  own 
h ig h  s c h o o l, f o r  th e  tim e b e in g , b o th  
a s  a p r e p a r a to ry  departm en t to  th e  
o o l le g e  and to  f i x  a g rade and s ta n d a rd  
o f  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  to  which o th e r  
s c h o o ls  should  confo rm .3®
In  th e  te n  y e a rs  o f  I t s  e x i s te n c e ,  th e  tu la n e  h ig h  s c h o o l,
a c c o rd in g  to  P re s id e n t  Jo h n s to n , ren d e red  v a lu a b le  s e rv ic e  to
bo th  seco n d ary  and h ig h e r  ed u c a tio n  in  th e  s t a t e ;  and upon
i t s  d is c o n tin u a n c e  in  1394, l e f t  " th e  le g a c y  o f  a n o b le
example o f  s c h o la r s h ip  and m orel in f lu e n c e  to  th e  numerous
c l a s s i c a l  academ ies t h a t  have a r is e n  in  em u la tio n  o f  i t  in
th e  c i t y  o f  New O r le a n s ." 3®
W ith th e  U n iv e rs ity * s  abandonment o f  I t s  d i r e c t  e f f o r t s
In  th e  h ig h  sch o o l f i e l d ,  Jo h n sto n * s th o u g h ts  w ere more
s tro n g ly  tu rn ed  tow ard en co u rag in g  th e  developm ent o f  s tro n g
p u b lic  h igh  sc h o o ls  in  th e  s t a t e ,  whose g ra d u a te s  would be
cap ab le  o f  m easu ring  up to  th e  req u irem en ts  which he b e lie v e d
Tulane shou ld  m a in ta in ;  and he was s t r o n g ly  o f  th e  o p in io n
t h a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  had an o b l ig a t io n  " to  m a in ta in  a s ta n d a rd
such a s  to  be an in c e n t iv e  to  th e  u p l i f t i n g  o f th e  s ta n d a rd  o f
ed u c a tio n  th ro u g h o u t th e  s t a t e #" When s tu d e n ts  who were n o ta b ly
d e f i c i e n t  in  p r e p a ra t io n  a p p lie d  fo r  ad m iss io n , th e y  were e i th e r
g iven  a t r i a l  in  th e  sub-freshm en  c la s s  o r  re tu rn e d  to  th e  high
3% . P. Johnston , "Tulane U n iv e r s ity " , p. 193.
o8Ib lf l.
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so h o o ls  from  which th e y  hsd come. "T h is  a c t io n  ,** a te  ted  th e  
p r e s id e n t ,  "h a s  done much to  in c re a s e  th e  r e s p e c t  o f  th e  
sc h o o ls  f o r  th e  U n iv e r s i ty . " 40
Jo h n s to n  so u g h t a ls o  to  im press th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  L o u is ia n a  
w ith  th e  id e a  t h a t  T ulane U n iv e r s i ty  was a p a r t  o f  th e  s t a t e  
system  o f  e d u c a tio n . Speaking  w ith  r e f e re n c e  to  th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  
in  h i s  a d d re s s  b e fo re  th e  S ta te  T e a ch e rs1 A s s o c ia tio n , he s a id ,  
" I t  i s  a component p a r t  o f  th e  S ta te  system  o f  e d u c a tio n , as  
much a s  any p rim ary  s c h o o l, o r  h igh  s c h o o l, in  th e  s t a t e ;  and 
i t  has alw ays a tte m p te d  to  f u l f i l l  i t s  o b l ig a t io n s  a s  a S ta te  
i n s t i t u t i o n .* 41 R ep o rtin g  to  hi® Board on th e  r e c e p t io n  o f  t h i s  
a d d re s s ,  he a s s e r te d  t h a t  " I t  was v e ry  k in d ly  re c e iv e d  by th e  
c o n v e n tio n , and w i l l ,  I  hope, do som ething to  e s t a b l i s h  our 
d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  th e  p u b lic  sch o o l system  o f  th e  S t a t e .* 42
Those who w ere I n t im a te ly  a c q u a in ted  w ith  Jo h n s to n 9® work 
as  an a d m in is t r a to r  ag re e  t h a t  he hed rem arkab le  a b i l i t y  in  
th e  m a tte r  o f  s e l e c t i n g  s u i t a b l e  p erso n s f o r  h is  f a c u l ty .  Such 
i s  th e  te s tim o n y  o f  D r. B ran d t V. B. D ixon , 43 whose combined 
s e rv ic e  a s  p r e s id e n t  and l a t e r  as  dean o f  Newcomb C o lleg e  covered 
a p e r io d  o f  more th a n  t h i r t y  y e a rs ;  and such a l s o  i s  th e  t e s t i ­
mony o f  D r. P ie rc e  B u t l e r , 44 who succeeded D ixon. I f  more
4° j£ ln u te s . Board o f A d m in is tra to r s ,  T u lane U n iv e r s i ty ,
Sov. i s ,  1894.
41W. p .  Jo h n s to n , A ddress B efo re  th e  L o u is ian a  S ta te  T o u ch e rs9 
.A s s o c ia t io n . Dec• 28 , l 8#S , p7 TT7 
4% i n u t e s . Board o f  A d m in is tra to r s ,  T ulane U n iv e r s i ty ,
4« Ja n . 1 1 , 1894.
^ C o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  th e  w r i t e r ,  Nov. 22, 1939.
44P ie r c e  B u t le r  to  th e  w r i t e r ,  O c t. 16 , 1939.
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s u b s t a n t i a l  p ro o f  I s  r e q u i r e d ,  one has b u t to  examine th e  
d is t in g u is h e d  r e c o rd s  o f a number o f  th e  men who se rv ed  under 
the  f i r s t  p r e s id e n t  o f  T ulane U n iv e r s i ty .  In  h is  r e p o r t s  to  
th e  Board o f  A d m in is tra to r s ,  Jo h n sto n  f r e q u e n t ly  commended 
th e  work o f h is  co -w o rk ers; and upon one o o c a s io n , a f t e r  some 
c r i t i c i s m  had been  d i r e c te d  a t  th e  work o f th e  f a c u l ty ,  he 
exp ressed  h im s e lf  in  th e  fo llo w in g  manner:
When th e  z e a l  o r  In d u s try  o f our f a c u l ty  
I s  c h a lle n g e d , I  shou ld  f e e l  m y se lf  v ery  
d e r e l i c t  in  d u ty  i f  I  d id  n o t say  to  you what 
I  know in  th e  m a t te r .  From my knowledge of 
th e  amount o f te a c h in g  done in  o th e r  i n s t i ­
tu t i o n s  and o f  t h a t  done in  our own, I  can 
d e c la r e  to  you , on my c o n sc ie n c e , t h a t  I  do 
n o t b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e re  i s  in  th e  le n g th  and 
b re a d th  o f  th e  lan d  in  any re p u ta b le  c o lle g e  
o r U n iv e r s i ty  a f a c u l ty  more la b o r io u s  o r 
z e a lo u s , b o th  in  th e  c lassro o m  and ou t o f i t ,  
th a n  our own: and t h i s  can be v e r i f i e d  by
This d e v o tio n  to  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  th e  p r e s id e n t  
a t t r ib u te d  in  la rg e  m easure to  th e  B o a rd 's  l i b e r a l  and con­
s i s t e n t  p o l ic y  in  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  f a c u l t y . 46
In  view of h is  a b i l i t y  f o r  s e c u r in g  harm onious and e f f e c t iv e  
e f f o r t  from h is  te a c h in g  s t a f f ,  i t  i s  n o t s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  h is  
in f lu e n c e  upon s tu d e n ts  was e q u a lly  s t r o n g . How he le sse n e d  
the  d i s c ip l i n a r y  bu rd en s o f  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  by i n s t i t u t i n g  
a system  of s tu d e n t governm ent, and how he o f te n  to o k  oocasio n  
to  p r a is e  th e  conduct o f th e  s tu d e n ts ,  have a lre a d y  been in d i ­
ca te d . H is adm iring  f r i e n d ,  Jacob C ooper, s t a t e s  th a t  in  ev e ry
s t a t i s t i c s
A dm in istrators, Tulane U ., Apr. 9 , 1894
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p e rio d  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  he hed th e  v iv a c i ty  o f youth  and th e  
wisdom o f  a g e , which made him a favorite*  w ith  young p e o p le , 
o v er whom he e x e rc is e d ,  w ith o u t e f f o r t ,  a p e r f e c t  w itc h e ry *47 
In  th e  r e c o rd s  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  o n ly  one c a se  c a l l i n g  f o r  
s e r io u s  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t io n  ap p ears  d u r in g  J o h n s to n 's  
a d m in is t r a t io n .  In  t h i s  In s ta n c e  c e r t a in  members o f  th e  
sophomore c l a s s  had to  be s e v e re ly  d is c ip l in e d  toy th e  f a c u l ty *  
R egard ing  th e  s u b je c t ,  th e  p r e s id e n t  ex p ressed  h im s e lf  to  th e  
Board a s  fo llo w s :
I  th in k  I  need o n ly  say  to  th e  members 
o f  t h i s  Board t h a t  in  t h i s  whole m a tte r  my 
p e r s o n a l  e f f o r t s  and th o se  o f  th e  f a c u l ty  
have been  to  r e l i e v e  c e r t a in  members o f  th e  
Sophomore C lass  from  th e  consequences o f  
t h e i r  own in d i s c r e t i o n ,  so f a r  a s  was con* 
s i s t e n t  w ith  th e  d i s c ip l i n e  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  
and th e  manly s e l f - c o n t r o l  o f  I t s  s tu d e n ts  on
which we have r e l i e d  from th e  o rg a n is a t io n  o f
th e  U n iv e r s i ty  to  th e  p re s e n t  tim e*4®
In  th e  m idd le  n i n e t i e s ,  th e  game o f f o o tb a l l  became an  
im p o rtan t s tu d e n t  a c t i v i t y  on th e  T ulane campus* Jo h n sto n  
a p p a re n tly  ex p e rien ced  some d i f f i c u l t y  in  a d ju s t in g  h im se lf  
to  th e  e n tra n c e  o f  t h i s  s p o r t  in to  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  
A p o r t io n  o f  h i s  r e p o r t  to  th e  Board in  December, 1894, 
c r i t i c i z e d  th e  p r e s e n t  " c ra z e  f o r  f o o tb a l l  gam es", because o f 
th e  I n te r f e r e n c e  w ith  s tu d ie s  and th e  danger to  th e  p la y e r s ;  
and h i s  o p in io n  w as, "We should  mend I t  o r end i t . " 49 A y ea r 
l a t e r  he was s t i l l  opposed to  th e  game, b u t was convinced t h a t
th e  t i d e  o f  p u b lic  f e e l in g  in  i t s  fa v o r  would p re v e n t e f f o r t s
f Z cooper* p . 29 .
a35SE2a» Board o f  A d m in is tra te® # , T u lane U n iv e r s i ty ,  F eb . 11 , 
aq1895«
49I b i a . . Deo. 10 , 1894.
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to  a b o l is h  i t . 50 I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te ,  how ever, t h a t  
h i s  o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  game in  no w ise  d im in ish ed  h i s  lo y a l ty  
to  th e  T u lane  s tu d e n ts  who p loyed on th e  team , f o r  when a 
B aton  Bouge h o te l  k eep er su b m itted  t o him a b i l l  f o r  e ig h ty -  
e ig h t  d o l l a r s ,  which he c laim ed  re p re s e n te d  th e  amount o f  
damage done by th e  T u lane p la y e r s ,  Jo h n s to n  re tu rn e d  a l e t t e r ,  
d is c la im in g  a l l  l i a b i l i t y  i n  th e  m a tte rs  and l a t e r ,  when 
r e p o r t in g  th e  a f f a i r  to  h is  B oard , he r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  h o te l  
k e e p e r9a e f f o r t s  a s  b lackm ail.® ^
I n  th e  r a p id ly  grow ing U n iv e r s i ty ,  o th e r  s tu d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  
b e s id e s  f o o tb a l l  n a t u r a l ly  d ev e lo p ed . I n  th e  f a l l  o f  1890, 
th e  f i r s t  i n d ic a t io n  o f  a J o u r n a l i s t i c  u rge on th e  campus made 
i t s  ap p earan ce  in  a s m a ll ,  n e a t ly  typed s h e e t ,  which was pub­
l is h e d  under th e  name o f  th e  T ulane R a t , and which was d i s ­
played upon th e  b u l l e t i n  b o a rd s . 52 P re s id e n t  Jo h n s to n  u n w it­
t i n g l y  gave im petus to  th e  j o u r n a l i s t i c  im pulse among th e  
s tu d e n ts ,  by t e a r in g  a copy o f  th e  f i f t h  number o f  th e  R at from 
one o f  th e  b o a rd s . The s tu d e n ts  had ig n o red  th e  p reced in g  
num bers, b u t  now th e  boys judged t h a t  " i f  i t  was w orthy  o f  even 
unworthy n o t ic e  from  th e  P re s id e n t ,  i t  was w orthy  o f  t h e i r  
p a tro n a g e ."  The p ap er grew and became a power In  th e  s c h o o l. 555 
In  c o m p e titio n  to  th e  R a t , th e r e  appeared  an o th e r  typed  s h e e t ,  
a t  f i r s t  c a l le d  th e  Q a z e tte  and l a t e r  th e  T ulane T o p ic s . I t s
Deo. 9 . 1395.
M U
5 2 je o b e la y a , T ulene U n iv e r s i ty ,  1897, p . 132.
S3¥ b l d . . 1596, p . 76 .
2 9 7
c a re e r  was s h o r t - l i v e d .  In  1391, th e  Hat was merged w ith
jiig- C o l le g ia n . a b i-m o n th ly  m agazine w hich su rv iv ed  f o r  th r e e  
54years*  S in ce  th e  name o f t h i s  p u b l ic a t io n  was th e  same as  
t h a t  o f  th e  s tu d e n t  m agazine w hich was e s ta b l is h e d  a t  W ashing­
to n  and Lee U n iv e r s i ty  w h ile  Jo h n sto n  was t h e r e ,  he may have 
su g g e s ted  th e  fo u n d in g  o f th e  newer C o lle g ia n * The C o lleg e  
S p i r i t  * a fo u r  page w eekly , was founded in  1894, and th e  
O liv e  and B lue i n  1896* D uring  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  th e s e  two 
were m erg ed .5S
I n  1696, th e  f i r s t  number o f  th e  Jam b alay a . th e  s tu d e n t 
y e a r-b o o k , was p u b lish ed *  I t  was d e d ic a te d  to  th e  memory o f  
P au l T u lan e , and co n ta in e d  th e  fo llo w in g  f e a tu r e s :  a l i s t  o f
th e  f a c u l t y ,  and h i s t o r i c a l  and p i c t o r i a l  m a te r ia l  r e l a t i n g  to  
th e  c l a s s e s ,  th e  n in e  f r a t e r n i t i e s ,  th e  l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t i e s ,  
th e  c o l le g e  n ew sp ap ers , th e  Banjo C lub , th e  M andolin C lub , th e  
Tulane a t h l e t i c  A s s o c ia t io n , th e  f o o tb a l l  team , th e  Alumni 
A s s o c ia t io n , th e  G raduate  C lub, th e  T ennis C lub , th e  E n g in ee rin g  
S o c ie ty ,  th e  German C lub , th e  D ram atic C lub , th e  Temperance 
C lub, th e  S ketch  C lub , and an o rg a n iz a t io n  b e a r in g  th e  t a n t a ­
l i z i n g ,  u n ex p la in ed  t i t l e ,  P^P^C* The departm en t devoted  to  
Newcomb C o lleg e  c o n ta in e d  s im i la r  m a te r ia l  devoted to  th e  c l a s s e s ,  
th e  L i te r a r y  S o c ie ty ,  th e  L if e  C la s s , Ye M ystic  T h ir te e n ,  th e  
T ennis C lub , th e  German C lub , and th e  Alumni A sso c ia tio n *  The 
m ed ica l and law d ep artm en ts  were a l s o  re p re se n te d *
54I b id * .  1897, p . 123.ssisft:
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I f  t h i s  I s s u e  o f  th e  Jam balaye and th e  su b seq u en t ones 
which ap p eared  d u r in g  th e  few rem ain in g  year© o f  Jo h n s to n f s 
a d m in is t r a t io n  a r e  ta k e n  a© an in d e x , th e  r e a d e r  w i l l  s u r e ly  
b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  T u lane s tu d e n ts  were n o t behindhand In  t h e i r  
c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  "gay  n i n e t i e s " .  In  th e  
dep artm en t c a l le d  M lsC e llan y , in  th e  f i r s t  Jam balaya . s tu d e n t  
humor found e x p re s s io n  in  a number o f  p a ro d ie s ,  sample© o f  
which w ere : "My P e a r l  i s  s  Newcomb g i r l "  ( M r :  "My P e a r l  I s
a Bowery g i r l " ) ; a poem in  th e  m easure o f  H iaw atha, on th e  
a t h l e t i c  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  Newcomb g i r l s ;  and an im i ta t io n  o f  
The Rape o f  th e  lo c k ,  which was concerned w ith  a f i s t i c  b a t t l e  
betw een two s tu d e n ts  who f a l l  o u t w ith  each o th e r  o ver sch o o l 
p o l i t i c s , 56
The 1897 Jam belaya was d e d ica ted  to  th e  memory o f  R an d a ll
57 KQlee  Gibson and th e  1898 number to  P re s id e n t Jo h n sto n * Da The
e d i to r* s  a p p r a i s a l  o f  th e  l a t t e r  i s  co n ta in ed  in  th e  c o n c lu s io n
of th e  b io g ra p h ic a l  sk e tc h  w hich fo llow ed th e  s ta te m e n t o f
d e d ic a t io n :
H is g e n i a l i t y ,  b road -m indedness, and 
th o ro u g h  sym pathy w ith  th e  needs o f s tu d e n t 
and p ro fe s s o r  have adm irab ly  s u ite d  him fo r  
h i s  p o s i t io n * • * ,H is u n f a i l in g  c o u r te sy  and 
b r i l l i a n t  q u a l i t i e s  o f  mind en ab le  us to  
ran k  him ”8 one o f  t h a t  g lo r io u s  band , th e  
t y p i c a l  "S o u th e rn  gen tlem en**59
!% rt>ld,. 1896, pp . 9 8 -9 6 .
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I n  s p i t e  o f  i l l  h e a l th ,  which grew s t e a d i l y  w orse d u r in g  
th e  l e t t e r  y e a rs  o f  h is  l i f e ,  Johns to n  geve ev idence  or 
rem ark ab le  s t r e n g th  o f  w i l l  in  perfo rm in g  th e  d u t ie s  o f  h is  
o f f i c e  u n t i l  a lm o st th e  tim e o f  h is  d e a th . The a c u te n e s s  o f  
h is  s u f f e r in g s  and th e  s p i r i t  in  which he endured them have 
a lre a d y  been in d ic a te d .  I n  th e  summer o f 1896 he re q u e s te d  
a fo u r  months1 le a v e  o f  absence  to  v i s i t  E u r o p e w h i c h  purpose 
su g g e s ts  t h a t  he had c o n s id e ra b le  courage fo r  a s ic k  man who 
had p assed  h i s  s i x t y - f i f t h  b ir th d a y  some months b e fo r e .  R e tu rn ­
in g  from  h i s  t r i p  abroad to  New O rlean s in  November, he d e c la re d  
th a t  he had found no p la c e  as p le a s a n t  as  h is  p o s t o f  d u ty .63- 
W ritin g  in  th e  fo llo w in g  y ea r to  th e  members o f  h i s  c la s s  
who w ere p re p a r in g  to  m eet in  New Haven to  c e le b r a te  th e  f o r t y -  
f i f t h  a n n iv e r s a ry  o f  t h e i r  g ra d u a tio n , he r e f e r r e d  to  h i s  
" d i s t r e s s i n g  b ro n c h ia l  cough, which though i t  has n o t k i l l e d  
me y e t ,  in c a p a c i t a t e s  me fo r  s o c ia l  l i f e ,  and alw ays h an d icap s 
me. " 63 Jo h n sto n  was a b le  to  a t te n d  t h i s  re u n io n  and to  read  
one o f  h i s  poems, "The A b so lu te " , which h© had composed f o r  th e  
o c c a s io n . C oncern ing  t h i s  e v e n t, a c la ssm a te  w ro te ;
Those who heard  him read  w ith  trem u lo u s 
v o ic e  w i l l  n ev e r f o r g e t  th e  em otion which 
t h r i l l e d  t h e i r  so u ls  a t  th e  g randeur and 
b e a u ty  o f h is  th o u g h ts , w h ile  g az in g  a t  
th e  f r a i l  form  which u t te r e d  them , and 
f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was th e  l a s t  tim e th e y  
would h e a r  th o s e  loved  to n e s  on e a r t h !6*5
M i n u t e s . Board o f A d m in is tra to rs ,  T ulane U n iv e r s i ty ,
June 8 , 1896.
§ i l b i d . .  D ec. 14 . 1896.
6aM 6OTd o f th e  N in th  R eunion o f th e  C la ss  o f 1862, T a le  
- - U n iv e r s i ty ,  June 29 , 1097, p . 30 .
C ooper, p . 31 .
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Soon a f t e r  th e  re u n io n , Mrs* Jo h n s to n  became i l l  w ith
ty p h o id  f e v e r  a t  New London, and l a t e r  Jo h n s to n  h im se lf  was 
64sick *  Added t o  th e s e  m is fo r tu n e s  was an epidem ic o f  ye llow  
fe v e r  i n  New O rle a n s , w hich delayed  th e  open ing  o f th e  
U n iv e rs ity *  I n  November, he w ro te  h is  Board from L o u i s v i l l e ,  
e x p re s s in g  h i s  e a g e rn e ss  to  exchange th e  raw c lim a te  th e r e  
f o r  th e  more g e n ia l  one a t  home, b u t s t a t i n g  t h a t  he was 
u n w ill in g  to  ta k e  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  opening  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  
u n t i l  th e  f e v e r  had d isap p eared *  R e a liz in g  th e  d em o ra liz in g  
e f f e c t  o f  th e  epidem ic upon th e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  he concluded h is  
l e t t e r  w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t:  "We have had a blow , and m ust
a c ce p t i t  w ith  d ig n i t ^  and com posure."65
D uring  h is  more th a n  f i f t e e n  y e a rs  a s  th e  head o f  T ulane 
U n iv e r s i ty ,  Jo h n s to n  found h is  su rro u n d in g s  in  New O rlean s 
co n g e n ia l in  many ways* Even though h is  h e a l th  was poor d u rin g  
t h i s  p e r io d ,  he d e c la re d  i t  was b e t t e r  th e re  th a n  e lse w h e re *®6 
H is s t r o n g  w i l l ,  which o b se rv e rs  a lm ost in v a r ia b ly  n o ted ,w as 
tem pered w ith  a c o u r te s y  and d ig n i ty  which enab led  him to  se c u re  
th e  f u l l e s t  c o o p e ra tio n  o f  h is  B oard , one o f th e  most prom inent 
o f  whom d e c la re d  s f t e r  Jo h n sto n * s  d e a th  t h a t  in  th e  whole co u rse  
o f  h i s  a d m in is t r a t io n  as p r e s id e n t  n o t a s in g le  s e r io u s  d i s ­
agreem ent had a r i s e n  betw een him and th e  a d m in is t r a to r s *6?
®*Reoord o f  th e  N in th  Reunion o f th e  C la ss  o f 1852* Y ale 
- -U n iv e r s i ty , p* 8 6 .
?jM ln u te s f Board o f  A d m in is tra to rs , T ulane U n iv e r s i ty ,  Nov* 11 , 1897* 
0i,Record o f  the Q u a d ra g in te n n ia l Reunion* C lass  o f 1852* Y ale 
tfnlV'ersItyTT e fe ;  p , *1.------------ --------  ------- ' ----------
B* M* P alm er, ’’M em orial O ra tio n  in  Honor o f  v i l l i a m  P re s to n  
J o h n s to n , L1*D", Deo. 20 , 1899, p . 18*
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P e r to p s  no p e rso n  ev e r r e c e iv e d  more k ind  I p  tr e a tm e n t from  
th o s e  i n  a u th o r i ty *  H is h ap p in ess  was f u r th e r  in c re a se d  by 
th e  r a p id  grow th in  th e  In f lu e n c e  and s e r v ic e  o f  th e  
U n iv e r s i ty ,  which was made p o s s ib le  th ro u g h  th e  l i b e r a l i t y  
o f  i t s  b e n e f a c to r s .  I n  th e  c a se  o f  M rs, Newcomb’ s  d o n a tio n s , 
h ie  f r i e n d s h ip  w ith  h e r  was an Im p o rtan t f a c t o r ;  and th e  
r e s u l t s  w ere such to  b r in g  Joy to  any u n iv e r s i ty  a d m in is t r a to r  
in  l i k e  s i tu a t io n *
B eing  e p e rso n  o f  f i n e  l i t e r a r y  t a s t e s  and a marked i n c l i ­
n a t io n  tow ard c r e a t iv e  ach ievem en t, he en joyed  h is  a s s o c ia t io n s  
w ith  th e  t a l e n t e d  w r i t e r s  and a r t i s t®  o f  New O rle a n s . S e v e ra l 
o f  th e s e  w ere on h is  f a c u l ty :  Alee® F o r t i e r ,  tfohn B. F ic k le n ,
and th e  Woodward b r o th e r s .  O th ers  In  th e  e i t y ,  who were warn 
p e rso n a l f r ie n d s  o f  h i s ,  in c lu d ed  G race K ing, M o llie  K. M. 
D avie , and Mary A shley  Townsend, a l l  o f  whom w ere l i t e r a r y  
p erso n s  o f  some d i s t i n c t i o n .  From th e s e ,  a s  w e ll  a s  from o th e r  
no ted  c o n te m p o ra r ie s , who re p re s e n te d  many s e c t io n s  o f  th e  
c o u n try , he re c e iv e d  h ig h  p r a i s e  f o r  h i s  l i t e r a r y  acco m p lish ­
m e n ts .e0  The i n s p i r a t i o n  which came from th e s e  so u rce s  was 
d o u b tle s s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  h i s  in c re a se d  a c t i v i t y  in  w r i t in g  and 
p u b lis h in g  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  te n  y ea rs  o f  h is  l i f e .
B es id e s  h i s  co n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  e d u c a tio n a l and c u l t u r a l  
l i f e  o f  L o u is ia n a , th e r e  w ere a number o f  o th e r  c o n s id e r s t io n s
^ F o h n s to n ’ s p r iv a te  p ap e rs  in c lu d e  many l e t t e r s  from l i t e r a r y  
p e o p le , a number o f  which a r e  noted  e lsew here  in  t h i s  study*
zoz
which w ere c a lc u la te d  to  endear th a  s t a t e  to  him* && a young 
man, he had som etim es t r a v e le d  by way o f  New O rlean s  to  v i s i t  
b i s  f a th e r  in  T exas; and Rosa lu n o a n , th e  b r id e  o f  h i s  y o u th , 
wee e n a t iv e  o f  L o u is ian a*  In  th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f  i t s  s t a t e ­
hood, s e v e r a l  o f  Johnston*© c lo s e  r e l a t i o n s  had f la y e d  ah
im p o rta n t p a r t  in  i t s  b u s in e s s  and p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ;  sa d  i t  was 
»
from t h i s  s t a t e  t h a t  A lb e r t S idney  Jo h n s to n  re c e iv e d  h is  
appo in tm en t to  West P o in t*  For th e s e  and o th e r  r e a s o n s , 
J o h n s to n , d u r in g  th e  p e rio d  o f  h is  re s id e n c e  in  L o u is ia n a , 
p ro b ab ly  n e v e r  th o u g h t o f  h im se lf  a s  ®n o u ts id e r*  B esid es  
making e f fo r t©  to  prom ote th e  w e lfa re  o f h is  o i t y  and s t a t e  
th rough  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  he to o k  a s tro n g  
i n t e r e s t  in  o th e r  endeavors lo o k in g  toward th e  same end* l i k e  
th e  second M rs. Jo h n s to n , he was an a c t iv e  member o f  th e  
L o u is ian a  H i s to r i c a l  A s s o c ia t io n ;69 end a ls o  l i k e  h e r  he de­
voted  h i s  e n e rg ie s  to  th e  a n t i - l o t t e r y  movement* At a la r g e  
m eeting  which was h e ld  in  th e  Grand Opera House f o r  th e  purpose 
o f  in a u g u ra t in g  e cam paign a g a in s t  l o t t e r i e s  in  L o u is ia n a , 
Jo h n s to n  was th e  p re s id in g  o ffic e r* ^ ®  A fte r  th e  su c cess  o f  th e  
o ru sa d e , he p e rc e iv e d  t h a t  a l l  o f  th e  o l t y f s c o r ru p tio n  d id  n o t 
p e r is h  w ith  th e  lo t t e r y *  In  a l e t t e r  on th e  s u b je c t  to  one o f 
th e  e d i to r s  o f  t h e  C en tu ry  M agazine* he w ro te :
69C has. I* F en n er, in  "M em orial S e rv ic e  in  Honor o f W illiam  
P re s to n  Jo h n s to n , L1*P«,” Dec* 20, 1099, p* 6*
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lluoh was g a In e d , tout "a  seco n d ary  form* 
s t i l l  s u rv iv e s  in  th e  le g a c y  i t  l e f t  ua 
o f  a c o r ru p t  R ing governm ent f o r  th e  
c i t y .  The war s t i l l  goes m e r r i ly  on 
under o th e r  names and f la g s *  and we have 
co n v ic te d  f i v e  counoilm en o f  p e n i te n t ia r y  
o f f e n s e s ,  though none a s  y e t  have pu t on 
th e  s t r ip e d  r e g a l i a .  An e l e c t io n  i s  
coming o f f  soon and th e  f r ie n d s  o f  good 
governm ent a r e  p u t t in g  up a good f ig h t  
* to  o u s t  th e  r o g u e s .* . . ,T h e  i s s u e  i s  
d o u b t f u l t tout v e ry  much depends on i t . 71
D uring  h is  l a s t  y ea r  a t  T u lane—th e  s e s s io n  o f  1898-1690— 
J o h n s to n 's  h e a l th  f a i l e d  r a p id ly .  Much o f  th e  tim e he was 
co n fin ed  to  h is  toed; tout even in  t h i s  c o n d i t io n , he s t i l l  gave 
h is  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  management o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  and to  o th e r  
i n t e r e a t e  w ith  w hich he was i d e n t i f i e d ,  b e s id e s  co n d u c tin g  a 
la rg e  co rresp o n d en ce  w ith  h is  f r i e n d s .72 At th e  A p r i l  end May 
m eetin g s o f  th e  B oard , he p re se n te d  r e p o r ts  and recom m endatIons 
which were v ig o ro u s  in  o h a ra o te r .  U rging upon th e  A d m in is tra to rs  
a s tro n g e r  f e e l in g  o f  f a i t h ,  In  th e  fa c e  o f  p o s s ib le  reduced 
income f o r  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  he d e c la re d  t h a t  he d id  n o t b e l ie v e ,  
a s  some d id ,  t h a t  Hew O rle an s  was on th e  v erg e  o f  r u in ,  and 
p leaded  th a t  a r e d u c t io n  in  f a c u l ty  s a l a r i e s  would r e s u l t  in  
d im in ish ed  morale ,
A f te r  p r e s id in g  a t  th e  Commencement e x e rc is e s  In  Ju n e , and 
co n c lu d in g  h ie  worlc f o r  th e  y e a r ,  he w ent n o r th  to  P ennsy lvan ia  
f o r  a v i s i t  w ith  one o f  h i s  d a u g h te rs , 7; hen h is  s t r e n g th  con­
tin u e d  to  f a i l ,  he was removed to  th e  home o f  a n o th e r  d au g h te r
, bw* J o h n .to n  to  0 .  C. B u r l ,  J a n . 2 0 , 1098.
o f A d n ln ia tra to ro , T ulane U n iv e r s i ty ,  p r .  10 
and May 1 0 , 1899.
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i l l  L ex in g to n , V i r g in ia ,  where f o r  a s h o r t  tim e he seemed 
s t r o n g e r ,  and d isp la y e d  rem arkab le  c h e e r f u ln e s s .74* However, 
h i s  f r a i l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  was m aking i t s  lo o t  b r i e f  r a l l y  
a g a in s t  th e  enemy w hich had a f f l i c t e d  i t  s in c e  th e  f i r s t  
y e a r  o f  h i s  war s e r v ic e  in  th e  w in te r  o f  1861-180®# On J u ly  16 , 
1899, he d ie d  a t  "C ol A lto ,*  th e  home o f h i s  beloved  "B en n ie ,"  
whose m a rr ia g e  to  Henry St# George Tucker had caused so much 
e x c ite m en t in  th e  Jo h n s to n  fa m ily  d u rin g  one o f  th e  le a n  and 
t r y in g  y e a rs  ^ t  Lexington* The bed in  which he d ied  was th e  
one in  w hich he was born  more th an  s ix t y - e ig h t  y e a rs  b e fo r e ,  
a t  th e  home o f  h i s  g randm other, Mrs* C a ro lin e  Heneock P re s to n , 
in  L o u i s v i l l e ,  K entucky; and th e  house in  which he d ied  was 
th e  one in  w hich h is  w ife  had passed away fo u r te e n  y e a rs  
e a r l i e r . 75
Jo h n s to n ’ s body was conveyed to  L o u is v i l le  end b u rled  in  
th e  Cave H i l l  Cemetery* H ia tomb i s  betw een th e  g rave  o f  hi® 
f i r s t  w if e ,  ftosa Duncan Jo h n s to n , and th a t  o f  h ia  o n ly  so n ,
A lb e r t S id n ey , w ith  th o s e  o f  h is  s i s t e r ,  H e n r ie t ta ,  and two 
o f  h ia  d a u g h te rs ,  Mary end C a ro l in e , a few f e e t  away. Many 
members o f  h is  m o th e r9® fa m ily  a rc  b u r ie d  h e re  a lso *  J o h n s to n ’ s 
r e s t i n g  p ie c e  i s  marked by a t a l l  m arb le  s h a f t ,  th e  b ase  o f  
whioh b e a rs  th e  fo llo w in g  in s c r i p t i o n ;  "The h e i r  o f  a g r e a t  
name, he added to  h ie  in h e r i t a n c e  as a s o ld i e r ,  p a t r i o t ,  and 
fou n d er o f  a g r e a t  U n iv e r s i ty ." 75
7*Cooj>er, p .  28 .
2slfew O rlean s  T im es-D em ocrat. J u ly  17 , 1899.
75fh e  p r e s e n t  w r i t e r  v is i te r f  t h e  Cave H i l l  Cemetery in  A p r i l ,  1940.
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T hree  days a f t e r  P re s id e n t  J o h n s to n 's  d e a th , th e  T u lane
Board m et and p re se n te d  r e s o lu t io n s  o f  sorrow  and re s p e c t*
/
Bow f u l l y  he was a p p re c ia te d  by t h i s  body i s  a p p a re n t from t h e /
/
fo llo w in g  p o r t io n  o f  i t s  ex p re ss io n s
When, by th e  combined wisdom and b e n e fic e n c e  
o f  P au l T u lan e , and o f th e  S ta te  o f  L o u is ia n a ,^  
th e  Board was e n tru s te d  w ith  th e  perm anent 
a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  o ld  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  L o u is ia n a , 
and w ith  th e  t a s k  o f  e s ta b l i s h in g  end m a in ta in in g  
a g r e a t  U n iv e r s i ty  on i t s  fo u n d a tio n , th e  f i r s t  
c o n d i t io n  o f su c c e ss  in  t h i s  momentous work was 
t o  f in d  th e  r i g h t  man f o r  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  new 
U n iv e rs ity *  T h e ir  c h o ice  f e l l  upon W illiam  
P re s to n  Jo h n s to n , and th e  whole h i s to r y  o f  th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  from t h a t  day to  t h i s  has dem onstra ted  
t h a t  In  him th e y  had found p r e o ls e ly  th e  r i g h t  
men*
.A s c h o la r ,  a man o f  l e t t e r s ,  w ith  la rg e  
e d u c a tio n a l  e x p e r ie n c e , e r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  
S o u th e rn e r , w ith  m agnetic  p e r s o n a l i ty ,  a con­
summate t a c t ,  a shrewd knowledge o f  human n a tu re ,  
a h ig h  c o u ra g e , a d e l i c a te  sen se  o f  honor 
Im bibed from th e  p a r e n ta l  fo u n ta in  o f  h i s  i l l u s ­
t r i o u s  s i r e ,  end , to  crown a l l ,  a g e n t le  and . 
e a r n e s t  C h r i s t ia n ,  he u n ite d  a i l  th e  q u a l i t i e s  
e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  s u c c e s s fu l  d isc h a rg e  o f  th e  
d i f f i c u l t  and d e l i c a t e  d u t ie s  w hich co n fro n ted  
him • • •
Ho u n iv e r s i ty  p re s id e n t  ev e r  en jo y ed , in  a 
h ig h e r  d e g re e , th e  lo y a l ty  and c o o p e ra tio n  o f  
h i s  p ro fe s s o rs *  T here have been no je a lo u s i e s ,  
no b ic k e r in g s ,  no c la s h e s  o f  a u th o r i ty ,  t h a t  
have ev e r come to  th e  knowledge o f th e  Board***
The f a c t  t h a t  d u r in g  th e  e n t i r e  c o u rse  o f 
h i s  a d m in is t r a t io n  no d is o rd e r  o r  b reach  o f  
d i s c i p l i n e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  im p o rta n t to  r e q u ir e  th e  
in te r v e n t io n  o f  t h i s  Board has ever o c c u rre d , i s  
t h e  h ig h e s t  t r i b u t e  to  th e  wisdom o f th e  system  
(se lf -g o v e rn m e n t by th e  s tu d e n ts )  end to  th e  
p e rso n a l in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  P re s id e n t  and F a c u lty  
o v e r th e  s t u d e n t s . ••
H is re la tio n ®  w ith  t h i s  Board have been 
alw ays o f  th e  moat d e l ig h t f u l  c h a r a c te r .  He was 
c o n s ta n t  in  h ia  a tte n d a n c e  a t  a l l  i t  m eeting® , and 
h ie  reco rd ed  r e p o r t s  w i l l  show how f a i t h f u l l y  and 
m in u te ly  he k e p t th e  Board a d v ised  so to  th e
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c o n d i t io n  and o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity *
He was f u l l  and f ra n k  in  h i s  ad v ice  and 
recom m endations, f irm  and in d ep en d en t in  
th e  advocacy  o f  h i s  o p in io n s , b u t prompt 
i n  su b m issio n  to  adverse; judgm ents o f  th e  
B oard , and e x a c t and f a i t h f u l  i n  ex e cu tin g  
a l l  i t s  o rd e rs  and d i r e c t io n s * *. He enjoyed 
th e  u n lim ite d  co n fid e n ce  and th e  warm 
p e rs o n a l f r ie n d s h ip  o f  every  member o f  t h i s  
B oard ,
P a u l T u lan e , th e  Pounder, Banda11 Lee 
G ibson , th e  f i r s t  P re s id e n t  o f t h i s  B oard , 
and W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n , th e  f i r s t  
P r e s id e n t  o f  T u lane U n iv e r s i ty ,  have a l l  
p assed  away, b u t t h e i r  names w i l l  l i v e  t o -  
g e th e r  in  th e  im p e rish a b le  a n n a ls  o f  th e  
U n iv e rs ity *  y
A f u r th e r  t r i b u t e  was p a id  by th e  U n iv e r s i ty  to  i t s
d e p a rte d  p r e s id e n t ,  when in  December o f  t h a t  y e a r  a p u b lic
m em orial s e rv io e  wste h e ld  in  T ulane H a l l ,  Upon t h i s  o c c a s io n .
Judge C h a rle s  F . F en n er, p r e s id e n t  o f th e  B oard , and J o h n s to n 's
f r ie n d  from  boyhood, spoke b r i e f l y  b u t warmly in  p r a i s e  o f
h is  f r i e n d ,  by way o f  in tro d u c in g  Dr* Benjam in M. P alm er, who
eu lo g ized  J o h n s to n 's  l i f e  and accom plishm ents in  anc e lo q u en t
add ress*  T ra c in g  h is  c a re e r  as s c h o la r ,  s o l d i e r ,  e d u c a to r , and
l i t e r a r y  man, th e  sp eak er d w elt in  a f e e l in g  manner upon th e
depth  and s t r e n g th  o f J o h n s to n 's  r e l ig io u s  n a tu r e ,  which had
enabled  him to  b ea r  h is  heavy sorrow s w ith  fo rtitu d e * ^ ®
The Board o f  B egen ts o f th e  S m ithson ian  I n s t i t u t i o n  a t  an
annual m eetin g  e a r ly  i n  1900 lik e w is e  no ted  w ith  so rro w fu l
r e s o lu t io n s  th e  d ea th  o f  one o f  t h e i r  members, e x p re ss in g
77M in u te s , Board o f A d m in is tra to rs , T u lane U n iv e r s i ty ,  
- J TuT y 'm  1099.
'^ M em orial S e rv io e  in  Hono r  o f W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n , L l.D . 
Dec. 20, 1899, — — —r- re
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. # . t h e i r  sen ee  o f th e  g r e a t  lo s s  th ey  h e re  
s u f f e re d  in  th e  d ecea se  o f  t h e i r  esteem ed 
c o l le a g u e ,  t h e i r  h ig h  a p p re c ia t io n  o f  h is  
profound s c h o la r s h ip  and l i t e r a r y  g i f t s ,  
o f  h i s  w ise  and consp icuous in f lu e n c e  i n  th e  
p rom otion  o f  sound le a r n in g ,  o f  h is  b r i l l i a n t  
end u s e fu l  c a r e e r  as a te a c h e r  and a s  an ad­
m in i s t r a to r  o f  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  o f  hi® s in c e r e  
d e v o tio n  to  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  
and o f  h is  p u re  and n o b le  c h a r a c te r ,  which 
commanded th e ^ ra s p e c t  and a f f e c t io n  o f  a l l  
who knew him#
The New O rlean s  p ap e rs  gave le n g th y  e x p re s s io n  to  th e  
o i t y fs  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  P re s id e n t  J o h n s to n ;00 and in  jo u rn a ls  
and p e r io d ic a l s  e lsew h ere  o ver th e  c o u n try , item® o f  s im i la r  
m atu re  a p p e a re d . On it®  e d i t o r i a l  page , H a rp e r*s Weekly 
r e f e r r e d  to  him as  * a d is t in g u is h e d  a e lo n  o f  v e ry  good o ld  
S o u th e rn  s to c k * ;01 and th e  e d i to r  o f  th e  p ap e rs  o f  th e  
S ou thern  H i s to r i c a l  S o c ie ty  p ra is e d  h is  ze a lo u s  s e rv io e  to
go
th e t  o r g a n iz a t io n .  In  th e  B oston Evening T r a n s c r ip t . £# D. 
Iteyo , a f r ie n d  who was w e ll a c q u a in te d  w ith  Jo h n s to n 1® w ork, 
e x to l le d  h ia  c h a r a c te r  and accom plishm ents in  lan g u ag e  t h a t  w@s 
p l e n t i f u l l y  sown w ith  s u p e r l a t iv e s .  D uring h ia  f i f t e e n  y e a rs  
a t  T u la n e , s t a t e d  th e  w r i t e r ,  th e  l a t e l y  deceased  p r e s id e n t  had 
* e t te in e d  a n a t io n a l  r e p u ta t io n ,  beyond q u e s t io n ,  w ith  th e  
ex c e p tio n  o f  h i s  f r i e n d ,  D r. J .  L . Iff. C u rry , th e  m ost n o ta b le  
o f  th e  new e d u c a tio n a l  le a d e r s  o f  th e  S outh* , and had b u i l t  up 
an I n s t i t u t i o n  * th a t  in  h o n es ty  and tho rough  e x c e lle n c e  o f  rail
?% ffinutea, Board o f R eg en ts , S m ithson ian  I n s t i t u t i o n ,
Jan# 24 , 1900.
Q0D a lly  I te m , J u ly  1 6 , 1899; D a lly  P icay u n e . J u ly  17 , 1899. 
QlH aro er» a  Weekly. J u ly  8 9 , 1899, p . 737.
^ S o u th e r n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  Paper® V ol. XXVIX, 1899, p . ,299.
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i t s  i n s t r u c t i o n  l a  n o t th e  i n f e r i o r  o f  any sc h o o l o f  th e  h ig h e r  
e d u c a tio n  i n  th e  o o m try ."® ^
th e  p re c e d in g  a te te m e n ts , which r e v e a l  th e  esteem  In  which 
Jo h n s to n  was h e ld  by th o s e  m ost in t im a te ly  ac q u a in ted  w ith  him 
end h is  work)make f u r th e r  comment unnecessary*  O ther te s tim o n y  
o f  l i k e  c h a r a c te r  i s  abundant* In  a l l  o f  i t  th e  o p in io n  p r e ­
v a i l s  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  p r e s id e n t  o f  T u lane U n iv e r s i ty ,  more th a n  
any o th e r  p e rs o n , shaped th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  I n s t i t u t i o n , 
stam ping upon i t  th e  im p ress o f  an h o n o rab le  l i f e ,  a d is c e rn in g  
m ind, end a courageous s p i r i t *  The o p in io n  i s  seem ing ly  
unanimous a ls o  t h a t  th ro u g h  th e  im pact o f  h i s  in f lu e n c e  upon th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  end th ro u g h  th e  ap p ea l o f  hi® l e c tu r e s  and w r i t in g s  
upon e d u c a tio n a l  and c u l t u r a l  s u b je c ts ,  he made an Im p o rtan t 
c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  end s o c ia l  advancem ent o f  th e  
South*
83 A. D* Mayo, "W illiam  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n ’ s work fo r  a Mew B outh ,"  
in  th e  B oston Evening T r a n s c r ip t . Aug* 23, 1899*
CHAPTER XII
SHAKESPEAREAN STUDIES
l a  1890 a  volume o f  Johnston*©  l e c t u r e s  on ah a k sap e sre  was 
p ub lished*  The t i t l e  o f  t h i s  book, w hich mm d e d ic a te d  to  h is  
w ife , M arg&ret Avery Jo h n s to n , i s  The P ro to ty p e  o f  Hamlet and
9  nmwinmnw mi     m**rn tmwitmm
Other Shakespearean P ro b lem s i and i t  c o n ta in s  seven  l e c tu r e s :
"How to  S tudy  S h ak esp ea re” ; "MacReth” ; "The S ig n if ic a n c e  o f  Ham* 
l e t ” ; "The A u th o rsh ip  o f  H am let"; "The E v o lu tio n  o f  H am let";
"The P lo t  o f  H am let" ; and "The P ro to ty p e  o f  H am let"*^
These com positions were p re p a re d  f o r  th e  s e n io r  c la s a e a  in  
Tulane C o lleg e  and in  llewoomb C o lle g e ; and l a t e r  th e y  were 
inc luded  in  th e  c o u rse s  o f  f r e e  p u b lic  l e c tu r e s  which were 
d e liv e re d  each  y e ^ r  in  Tulane U n iv e r s i ty  to  th e  p eo p le  o f  Hew 
O rleans* A ll  b u t th e  f i r s t  tw o, a s  th e  t i t l e s  in d ic a t e ,  wars 
devoted to  H am let; and a lth o u g h  th e  w r i t e r  declare©  t h a t  In  h i s  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  S h ak esp eare , t r u t h  and n o t n o v e lty  was h ia  aim , 
the th e o r i e s  which he advanced were such a s  to  prom pt him to  make 
the  fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t:  "The c h ie f  problem  and main c o n te n tio n
In th e s e  p a p e rs  I s ,  how ever, f o r  a p ro p o s i t io n  t h a t  may © trik e  
the re a d e r  a s  p ro b a b le , p l a u s ib l e ,  o r p o s s ib ly  p re p o s te ro u s , 
acco rd in g  to  h i s  p o in t  o f  v ie w ."  The main c o n te n tio n  re ferred  
to  was t h a t  Shakospeare in  h is  o r ig in a l  co n cep tio n  o f  Hamlet 
"found th e  p ro to ty p e  o f  th e  Prlno© in  James VI o f S c o tla n d , and




t h a t  th e  p l o t  was g r e a t ly  in f lu e n c e d  by p o l i t i c a l  e v e n ts  a r i s i n g  
ou t o f  th e  m urder o f  D arn lsy  and th e  e x e c u tio n  o f  U ary , Queen o f 
S co ts*” T h is  th e o ry ,  a s  th e  a u th o r  in d ic a t e s ,  was n o t an a l t o ­
g e th e r  n o v e l o n e , b u t Jo h n s to n  a r r iv e d  a t  i t  by independen t s tu d y  
and a t te m p ts  to  m a in ta in  i t ,  he a s s e r ts ^ w ith  f a c t s  w hich were 
unknown to  th e  f i r s t  propounder
The f i r s t  ^3 say  in  th e  book, a s  one w i l l  r e a d i ly  suppose , con­
ta in s  l i t t l e  to  c h a lle n g e  d isp u te *  I t  i s  th e  s o r t  o f  o f f e r in g  which 
the r e a d e r  would ex p e c t from  a th o u g h tfu l  and w e ll- in fo rm ed  lo v e r  
of S h akespeare  who i s  b e n t upon le a d in g  o th e r s  to  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  
and a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  th e  d r a m a t i s t ’ s work* The g i s t  o f  th e  c e n t r a l  
idea in  th e  p ie c e  i s  t h a t  th e  re a d in g  o f  a p la y  a s  a whole shou ld  
precede d is c u s s io n s  o f  p o in ts  o r  segm ents o f  th e  co m p o sitio n  and 
should p reced e  a l s o  th e  s tu d y  o f I t s  so u rce  and th e  e x p la n a tio n s  
and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  commentators**5 A lthough many o f  Jo h n s to n ’ s 
su g g e s tio n s  f o r  th e  s tu d y  o f  S hakespeare  may ap p ear commonplace to  
the m ature s tu d e n t  to d a y , th e y  d o u b tle s s  seemed much le s s  so f i f t y  
years ago ; and f u l l  a llo w an ce  shou ld  be made f o r  t h i s  fa c t*  W ith­
out making such a llo w a n c e , how ever, a l l  b u t th e  r ip e  S hakespearean  
sch o la r  may read  t h i s  e s say  w ith  p r o f i t*  I t  i s  s e n s ib le ,  l o g i c a l ,  
and r e a d a b le ;  and i t s  r e v e la t io n  o f th e  a u th o r ’ s b road  knowledge 
of th e  b e s t  c r i t i c a l  works on S hakespeare  and h is  a p p re c ia t io n  o f 
th e i r  v a lu e  m e r i t s  tho  r e s p e c t  o f  even th e  most com petent s tu d e n ts  
Of l i t e r a t u r e *  Because o f  i t s  g e n e ra l  c h a ra c te r  and because o f  i t s  
s im i la r i t y  to  o th e r  h e lp s  to  th e  s tu d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  which have
j*Ibld. . p p . 1 7 -1 8 . 
. ,  pp * 31-40 *
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been p u b lis h e d  s in c e  Jo h n s to n  o f f e r e d  h ia  s u g g e s t io n s ,  i t  may w ith  
p r o f i t  be d ism isse d  w ith o u t f u r th e r  comment*
The second essay ,"S laaB e th " , a s  w© n o ted  in  th e  p rece d in g  
oh& pter, was f i r s t  p u b lis h e d  in  on® o f  th a  ta a u e s  o f  Affts and h a t te r s *  
The p u rp o se  o f  th e  a u th o r  was to  i n t e r p r e t  th a  p la y  and n o t to
e s t a b l i s h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  th e o ry  re g a rd in g  i t }  and we may say  o f  t h i s
compos i t  io n ,  a s  we s a id  o f  th e  in tro d u c to ry  p ie c e ,  t h a t  th e r e  i s  
h a rd ly  a s ta te m e n t in  i t  w hich i s  c a lc u la te d  to  a ro u se  o p p o s itio n *  
T his anu th e  f i r e  su c cee d in g  e s sa y s  in  th e  book r e v e a l  t h a t  Jo h n s to n  
b e lie v e d  i& m let to  be th e  f i n e s t  product  o f  S hakespeare*e g e n iu s , 
bu t he d e c la r e s  t h a t  Mao B eth i s  h i s  g r e a t e s t  poem*4 E n la rg in g  upon 
t h i s  t h e s i s  he s a y s :
The g r e a tn e s s  o f  th e  e v e n ts ,  th e  r a p id i t y  
o f  th e  a c t i o n ,  th e  com pression  o f th e  th o u g h t, 
th e  f e rv o r  o f  th e  d i c t i o n ,  and th e  s im p l ic i ty  
and d i r e c tn e s s  o f  th e  m oral movement, re n d e r  i t  
a  n o b le  example o f  th e  t r a g i c  a r t*  MacBeth i s  
n o t  o n ly , a s  Hallam  c a l le d  i t ,  th e  g r e a t  e p ic
dram a, b u t a l s o  th e  g r e a t  h e ro ic  drama* The
a c t io n  i s  sh rouded  in  m y s te r io u s  gloom, o r  l u r i d  
w ith  an unholy  s u p e rn a tu ra l  l ig h t}  th e  p a rso n s  
o f  th e  drama move in  shadow, v a s t ,  som bre, and 
m a je s t ic ,  l i k e  b e in g s  o f  some o ld e r  and la r g e r  
c re a tio n *  *,* MaoBeth i s ,  in d e e d , a  trem endous 
e p ic  in  drama t  i  o f  orm—an e p ic  in  th e  ru sh  and 
s w i r l  o f  i t s  o b je c t iv e  a c t io n ,  b u t a very  paean 
o f  s u b je c t iv e  r e v o lu t io n  s t r u c k  from th e  f e r v id  
ly r e  o f  a h e a r t  w h ite  h o t* 5
The re a so n  f o r  J o h n s to n ’ s a p p a re n t p a r t i a l i t y  f o r  d ep ic t. and
Maehot.h l a y  in  th e  o b v io u s c o n t r a s t s  e x h ib ite d  in  th e  two p la y s :
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T o g e th e r th e y  c o n s t i t u t e  th e  o b v e rse  aM  
ravers©  o f  th e  heaven-stam ped m edal w© c a l l  
th e  w ill**##X a Hamlet th e  r e n u n c ia t io n  o f  th e  
human w i l l  i s  b a lan ced  by th e  d esp o tism  o f  
w i l l  i n  MaoBeth*6
The author a l s o  think©  t h a t  in  MaoBeth S h akespeare  r e v e a ls  
extraordinary g e n iu s  in  th e  s e l e c t io n  o f  th e  tim e and p la c e  and 
plot o f  th e  trag ed y #  "The venue i s  l a i d  in  th o  b o rd e r la n d  o f  f a c t  
and fiction•"  Even a t  th e  tim e th e  p la y  was w r i t t e n ,  S c o tla n d  
was almost w h o lly  unknown to  E nglishm en; and th e  circum stance® , 
some of them t r a g i c ,  which l in k e d  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  S co tla n d  w ith  
that of England, added to  th e  f o o t  t h a t  Jamas I had just ©cm© to  
the English th r o n e ,  p lu s  th e  f u r th e r  f a c t  t h a t  th e  s to r y  o f  tfoo- 
Beth was not w ith o u t p a r a l le l i s m s  to  event® which had r e c e n t ly  
excited th e  p u b lic  m ind , a l l  c o n t r ib u te d ,  th e  c r i t i c  s t a t e s ,  to  
the popularity of th e  p la y  w ith  b o th  th e  k in g  and th e  people#
Here we have a su g g e s tio n  o f  Johnston*©  f a v o r i t e  th e o ry  w ith  
re a p e e t to  th o se  dram as o f  S h akespeare  which he l ik e d  b e s t#  These 
plays, a s  h i s  s tu d ie s  in d i c a t e ,  were MaoBeth and H am let: and th e  
th eo ry  supposes t h a t  th e  person® and a c t io n s  e x h ib i te d  In  them 
had t h e i r  c o u n te rp a r ts  In  th o  l i f e  o f  S h ak esp ea re1® day# The main 
c ircu m stan ces to  w hich t h i s  id ea  wa® r  l a t e d  were th o se  a f f e c t in g  
the c a re e r  o f  James I .  In  th e  a u th o r* a  f iv e  e s sa y s  on H am let, 
t h i s  s p e c u la t io n —-which tmy more p ro p e r ly  bo term ed a c o n v ic tio n —
6I b ld .. j>. 48.
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la the k ey s to n e  o f  h ia  d is a u o s io n s ;  and a lth o u g h  tho d is c o u rs e  
oa MaoBathr la b u i l t  around  no s t r o n g ly  urged  t h e s i s ,  th e  theory- 
slips l a  hers a lso *  The p lo t s  which were a llied  a t  th e  I l f s  o f  
Jamas, b e fo re  and a f t e r  ho became King o f  England , th e  a u th o r  
thinksf n ig h t  well have a f f e c te d  S hakespeare  in  h i s  c h o ice  o f  th e  
story*^
T h is  s tu d y  o f  MaoBeth, a s  we have a lre a d y  n o te d , i s  d is c u r s iv e  
in character* I t  h as  th e  d e f i n i t e  stam p o f  th e  c lassroom  le c tu r e  
upon it and to u c h e s  so  many a s p e c ts  o f  th e  tra g e d y  t h a t  one f in d s  
I t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  la y  h o ld  upon any id e a  o r  id e a s  which ap p ear to  be 
dominant* In th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  th e  e s s a y , th e  a u th o r  c a l l s  th e  
play S h a k e s p e a re 's  f i n e s t  poem; and a lth o u g h  he docs n o t keep t h i s  
appraisal b e fo re  th e  re a d e r  by o c c a s io n a l  re ~ s ta te m e n ts  o f  I t ,  i t  
is nevertheless a p p a re n t to  one who reads a t t e n t i v e l y  t h a t  much 
of th e  d is c o u rs e  c o n t r ib u te s  to  th e  developm ent o f  h is  th e s is *
Some of th e  features w hich Jo h n s to n  em phasizes w ith  t h i s  id e s  
mainly in mind a r e :  th e  c u r io u s  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  th e  p la c e  and
conditions o f  th e  open ing  s c e n e , where amid th e  tu m u lt o f  th e  ele­
ments the weird s i s t e r s  charge  th e  p ie c e  w ith  su g g e s tio n s  o f  
calamity;8 th e  contrast betw een th e  atm osphere o f  t r a n q u i l  beau ty  
which enveloped  MacBeth's c a s t l e  when Duncan e n te re d  I t  and th e  
horrible crim e which was o o m lt to d  t h a t  n ig h t;®  th e  p ro g re s s  o f
Z lb ld . .  p p . 5 0 -5 3 . 
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e v i l  a m b itio n  in  MacBeth and M e  w ife  whereby th e y  urged  each 
o th e r  onward and downward;10 and th e  p e rv a s iv e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  
s u p e rn a tu ra l  w hich i s  f e l t  th ro u g h o u t th e  p la y # 1!
S in ce  th e  s to r y  o f  MacBeth i a  an  e x c e l l e n t  m oral t a l e ,  i t  
i s  n o t s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  Jo h n s to n  was s t r o n g ly  in t e r e s t e d  in  t h i s  
a sp ec t o f  th e  t r a g e d y . Me r e f e r s  to  i t  a s  "th© o ld  s to r y  o f  temp­
t a t i o n ,  c rim e , and r e t r i b u t i v e  j u s t l o e , " 1^ and throw s upon th e  hero  
the f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h is  h o r r ib le  deeds
When th e  w e ird  s i s t e r s  s t r u c k  th e  chord 
o f  u n law fu l a s p i r a t i o n  in  th e  bosom o f  MacBeth 
i t  sw e lled  in to  a symphony o f  t r e a s o n  and 
murder# But no i r r e s i s t i b l e  n e c e s s i ty  con­
s t r a in e d  him# Not f a t e ,  b u t h i s  own f r e e  w lllA  
d e te rm in ed  h is  downward ca re e r#  And t h i s  i s  
shown in  t h a t  consummate to u c h  o f  a r t  by which 
Banquo i s  p la c e d  by th e  s id e  o f  MacBeth and 
s u b je c te d  to  s im i la r  te m p ta t io n s ,  y e t  p re s e rv e s  
h i s  i n t e g r i t y  u n s u l l i e d ,  and d ie s  a m a rty r to  
h i s  lo y a l ty # 15
The c r i t i c  does n o t  u n d erv a lu e  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  MacBeth and b e ­
lie v e s  t h a t  an  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  th e  h ig h  p o s i t io n  which he one© 
enjoyed in  th e  esteem  o f  a l l  w h o  knew him—k in g , p e e r s ,  fo l lo w e rs ,  
and w ife , i s  n e c e s s a ry  in  o rd e r  to  g ra sp  th e  r e a l  pu rpose  o f  th e  
p la y . The n o b le  th an e  was o f  such  n a tu re  a s  to  d ese rv e  th e  "go lden  
o p in io n s  from  a l l  s o r t s  o f  p e o p le "  u n t i l  h i s  mind was po isoned  
by th e  ju g g lin g  p ro p h e s ie s ,  a f t e r  w hich , In  h is  c o n v e rs a tio n s  
w ith  Lady MacBeth and in  h i s  s o l i l o q u ie s ,  th e  o b se rv e r  " d is c e rn s
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the d if fe r e n c e  between t h i s  man b efore and a fte r ; tem p tation v
w hich, a t  th e  l a s t ,  i s  th e  im m easurable d is ta n c e  betw een inno~
cenoe and g u i l t ,  betw een a  so u l .under p ro b a tio n  and a  s o u l b e tra y e d  
l aand l o s t V  When he seems to  v a c i l l a t e  "b e fo re  th e  t h r e a t s  o f  
vanquished v i r t u e  and an awakened c o n s c ie n c e ,"  Lady MacBeth, 
whose a m b itio n  he has touched  w ith  a f a t a l  © park, h o ld s  him to  
h is  p u rp o s e , knowing t h a t  once h i s  d e c is io n  i s  f ix e d ,  he w i l l  
commit th e  d re a d fu l  crim e C oncerning th e  manner and s p i r i t  
with w hich M&oBeth met th e  d i s a s t e r s  t h a t  overwhelmed him , Jo h n sto n  
writes:
The p o e t ic  j u s t i c e  w hich a s s ig n s  awakened 
s e n s i b i l i t y  a s  a n e c e s s a ry  p a r t  o f  th e  p e n a l ty  
o f  s i n  i s  in c o r r e c t .  MacBeth d is p la y s  a more 
u s u a l  f o r a  o f  p u n ish m e n t/ 'T A g ra d u a l h a rd en in g  
o f  th e  h e a r t ,  a c o n s ta n t  m oral d e s c e n t w ith  
n e i th e r  a b i l i t y  n o r w ish  to  r e c a l l  th e  l o s t  
in n o c en ce , and an in c re a s in g  c a ta lo g u e  o f  c rim es 
e n s u e , u n t i l  th e  whip o f  s c o rp io n s  and th e  
av eng ing  F u r ie s  a re  needed to  shake h i s  obdur­
a t e  s o u l .  In him we le a r n  th e re  1© no d isc o n ­
n e c te d  © in, b u t t h a t  o f te n s e s  a re  th e  l i n k s  In  
an  e n d le s s  c h a in , h a rn e s s in g  cause to  re m o te s t 
consequence , and d rag g in g  th e  g u il t* b u r th e a e d  
s o u l downward f o re v e r .
As a  p a r t  o f  h i s  d is c u s s io n  o f th e  m oral a s p e c ts  o f  th e  p la y  
our c r i t i c  o f f e r s  a l s o  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  com parison betw een S hakespeare  
and M ilto n  a s  re g a rd s  t h e i r  s k i l l  in  p o r tr a y in g  e v i l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s :
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M ilto n , moot le a rn e d  and r e l i g i o u s ,  moat 
m e ta p h y s ic a l end m oat m u s ic a l a t  p o e ts ,  con­
c e iv e s  tfa tan  a a  th e  a rc h a n g e l ru in e d , who 
w ine o u r h man sym pathy by th e  d azssliag  s u b lim ity  
o f  h i s  superhuman p r id e  and d e s p a ir*  But 
S h a k e sp e a re ’ s  c l e a r e r  and n o b le r  p e rc e p tio n  
o f  th e  e s s e n t i a l  u g l in e s s  and d e fo rm ity  o f  s in  
com pel him to  s t r i k e  n e a re r  th e  t r u th #  The 
b c i r d  l i s t e r s ,  who embody th e  id e a  o f  e v i l ,  
a r e  b e a s t ly  and lo a th so m e , a s  w e ll a s  t e r r i b l e • 17
Hem s t r o n g ly  th e  m oral im p l ic a t io n s  o f  th e  tra g e d y  ap p e a le d  
to  Jo h n s to n  i s  a p p a re n t from  h is  co n c lu d in g  s ta te m e n ts  r e g a rd in g  
i t?
I t  l a  th e  s p e c ta c le  o f  a human s o u l ,  
w h ich , under no d esp o tism  o f  d e s t in y ,  b u t 
In  th e  e x e rc is e  o f  a la w le s s  w i l l ,  accepts 
th e  b r ib e  o f  th e  te m p te r , and th u s  makes 
a  d e s t in y  fo r  i t s e l f — th e  destiny o f  p e r ­
d i t io n *  • • .The le s s o n  o f  MacBeth i s  a sad 
and solem n o n e . I t  b id s  u s  Took In to  the 
a b y sse s  o f  ou r own s o u ls ,  I s a t  therein may 
lurk some m otive to  tem pt us to our doom*
And i t  te a c h e s  t h i s  le s s o n  by e x h ib i t in g  
a h^aan s o u l—a grand  h e ro ic  s o u l— tem p ted , 
s t r u g g l in g ,  b e tra y e d , l o s t * 3-6
The f i r s t  o f  Jo h n s to n ’ s  f iv e  l e c tu r e s  on H am let* "The B lg n i f i -  
oanoe o f  i la m ie t ,H c o n ta in s  l e s s  o r i g in a l  m a tte r  th a n  any o f  th e  
succeed ing  o n es ; In  f a c t ,  th e  c lo s e  r e a d e r  may be J u s t i f i e d  in  
f e e l in g  t h a t  th e  c r i t i c ,  in  h i s  e f f o r t s  to  la y  th e  ground work 
fo r  th e  d is c u s s io n s  which fo llo w , has fo llo w ed  a somewhat easy  
method o f  c r i t i c i s m  and made h is  d is c o u rs e  la rg e ly  a patch-w ork  
of th e  o p in io n s  o f o th e rs *  S in ce  h is  s tu d ie s  were f i r s t  des ig n ed  




au d ien ces  in  Hew O rle a n s , i t  i s  p ro b a b le  t h a t  on© o f  b is  p r in c ip a l  
o b je c ts  i n  t h i s  l e c tu r e  was to  a c q u a in t h i s  h e a re rs  w ith  im p o r ta n t 
c r i t i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  r e l a t i n g  to  Ham let* There i s ,  o f  c o u rs e , th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  a l s o  t h a t  he was n o t a v e rse  to  d is p la y in g  h is  own 
acq u a in tan ce  w ith  such works* W hatever h i s  c h ie f  M otive m y  have 
been, he does e x h ib i t  a f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  th o  work© o f  many Shake­
spearean  c r i t i c s :  G oethe, G o le r ld g e , lam b, f l s a l i t t ,  L ow ell, K arp f,
F u rn e ss , R o e tso h e r , S la v e r s ,  uohsbaeh , Bapp, and a number o f  o th e rs*  
From scm© o f  th e s e  he q u o te s  a t  c o n s id e ra b le  le n g th ;  from  o th e r s  . 
a b r i e f  s e n te n c e  o r  two* H is method c o n s is t s  m ain ly  o f  q u o tin g  
c o n tra ry  o p in io n s  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  v a r io u s  p o in ts  in v o lv ed  in  th e  
trag ed y  and o f f e r in g  h is  own o b s e rv a t io n s ,  som etim es f o r  th e  p u r­
pose o f  r e c o n c i l in g  o p p o s ite  views* For exam ple, not© th e  fo llo w in g :
Mr* W* Vi• S to ry ,  a  v e ry  p le a s a n t  and 
com peten t c r i t i c ,  p o in t in g  o u t th e  w eakness 
o f  G arian  c r i t i c i s m  on S h ak esp ea re , s a y s :
"Avon G oethe*& *A n a ly s is  o f  Ham let,* much 
a s  i t  h a s  been p r a is e d ,  seams v ery  poor to  
a e —n o t to  be m entioned f o r  in s ig h t  and 
sy m p a th e tic  sen se  w ith , f o r  in s ta n c e  Lamb,
C o le r id g e , o r  H a z l i t t* "  While t h i s  i s  t r u e  
i t  m ust be remembered t h a t  th e y  had th e  
b e n e f i t  o f  G oethe’ s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  b e fo re  
them , and th e  p o w erfu l a id  o f  a common 
m other tongue ana th e  same n a t io n a l  I n s t i n c t s  
to  g u id e  them in  com prehending th e  au th o r*
And though th e  A n a ly s is  i a  f u l l  o f  
obvious e r r o r s  and in o o h e ro n c ie a , a s te p  
in  th e  d ark  tow ard  t r u t h ,  I t  doe© n o t d e ­
se rv e  S to r y ’ s  c e n s u re , t h a t  i t  i s  "b o rin g  
and m ech an ica l” , fo r  i t  s t r u c k  th e  t r u e  
keyno te  f o r  a l l  th e  ro o t .* *
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From t h i s  p a s a a g e , i t  i s  a p p a re n t t h a t  Jo h n s to n  b e lie v e d  
Goethe to  b e , in  p o in t  o f  t im e , th e  f i r s t  o f  th e  g r e a t  i n t e r p r e t e r s  
of h a m le t; and he ex h ib it©  th e  s t r e n g th  o f  t h i s  c o n v ic tio n  by 
r e c u r r in g  to  i t  © ev ersl tim es  and by a  l i b e r a l  q u o tin g  o f  G oethe♦s 
opinion© i l l s  o th e r  f a v o r i t e s  among th e  c r i t i c s  o f  t h i s  p la y  
a re  C o le r id g e  and L o;vell#k l The re a so n  fo r  t h i s  p a r t i a l i t y  1© to  
be found in  th e  f a e t  t h a t  t h e i r  id e a s  were in  harmony w ith  h is  
own* The fo llo w in g  e x t r a c t  from  th e  f i n a l  p a rag rap h  o f  Johnston*© 
essay  sum m arizes th e  a u th o r 1© th o u g h t w ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  s ig ­
n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  tra g e d y s
I f  we o a s t  a s id e  h is  inky ro b es  and 
c o n s id e r  young H am let, n o t a© a p r in c e ,  b u t 
a s  a man, we d is c o v e r  th e  s e c r e t  o f  hi© wide 
and p e re n n ia l  i n t e r e s t  f o r  us* The Image o f  
th e  p h ilo s o p h ic  s o u l ,  r e f l e c t e d  from  th e  m ir ­
r o r  o f  th e  p o e t 's  m ind, s ta n d s  posed in  
sw ee tn ess  and s t r e n g t h ,  l i k e  a demigod#
B efore i t  i s  th e  heavy b u r th e n  o f l i f e ,  
w eig h ted  w ith  car©©, w ith  c e r t a in  p e r i l ,  and 
w ith  p o s s ib le  c rim e . In  th e  shadowy l i n e s  
o f  th e  s p i r i t  we behold  th e  i n t e l l e c t  p e r ­
p le x e d , th e  co n sc ie n ce  a p p a l le d ,  th e  w i l l  
p a ra ly z e d , and th e  whole man borne down in  
a v a in  s t r u g g le  w ith  d e s tin y *  Biquipped from 
a f u l l  arm ory w ith  every  weapon o f  th e  I n t e l -  
l e c t Ara f a t a l  d e f e c t  o f  w i l l  mar© and ruin©  
a l l . S-!
In  t h i s  e ssay  th  a u th o r  make© ouch abundant use o f  q u o ta tio n s  
from o th e r  w r i t e r s  t h a t  he 1© mo v d  to  r e f e r  to  th e  f a c t  l a  th e  
succeed ing  s tu d y , o f f e r in g  a© a b i t  o f  p le a s a n try  r a th e r  th a n  a s
jjfeb ltU . p p . 7S-7S , 7 9 -03 , 93, 9fi,
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IM 3 . , p p . 103-104 .
519
a s e r io u s  excuse th e  o b s e rv a tio n  t h a t  i f  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
th e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  Hamlet "seems to  anyone more l i k e  to  a  c en to  
of o th e rs*  o p in io n s  th a n  to  a c a s t  o f  my own th o u g h t, I  m ight 
p lead  a g o ld sm ith * s  ap o lo g y , who sh o u ld  th in k  h i s  jew e l none th e  
worse t h a t  i t  showed more o f  gem th a n  o f  s e t t i n g "
W ith h i s  e s sa y  on "The A u th o rsh ip  o f  H am let,*  Jo h n sto n  be* 
g in s  a  s e r i e s  o f  d is c u s s io n s ,  which s e t  f o r th  some d e f in i t e  
th e o r ie s  o f  h i s  own re g a rd in g  th e  p lay*  Hon© o f th e s e  i s  e n t i r e l y  
o r ig in a l  w ith  him , b u t in  th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  a l l  o f  them he r e ­
v ea ls  a  c a p a c i ty  f o r  keen a n a ly s i s ,  indep en d en t th in k in g ,  and 
lo g ic a l  t r e a tm e n t ,  so t h a t  th e  co m p o sitio n s  tak en  as  a whole 
e x h ib it  a m arked d eg ree  o f o r i g i n a l i t y .  H is manner i s  s t ro n g ly  
a rg u m en ta tiv e  and su g g e s ts  th e  p le a d in g  o f  th e  c o u r t  room* In  
th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  a u th o r ’ s  l e g a l  t r a in in g  and e x p e r ie n c e , t h i s  
f a c t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s in g .  Jo h n s to n ’ s th e o ry  co n cern in g  th e  a u th o r ­
sh ip  o f  Hamlet le a d s  to  th e  co n c lu s io n  t h a t  a l l  o f  th e  th r e e  
p lay s c a l l e d  H am let. which appeared  in  S h ak esp ea re ’ s tim e , were 
the  work o f  t h i s  d r a m a t i s t .  N a tu ra l ly  h is  d is c u s s io n s  a re  n o t 
concerned w ith  th e  a c c e p te d  v e r s io n ,  d e r iv e d  from  th e  F i r s t  F o lio  
of 1623, a s  v e r i f i e d  and m o d ified  by r e fe re n c e  to  th e  Second 
Quarto o f  1604, b u t a re  devo ted  to  a c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  th e  im p e rfec t 
and b r i e f e r  F i r s t  q u a rto  o f  1603, and more p a r t i c u l a r l y  to  th a t  
h y p o th e tic a l  f i r s t  H am let. w hich , contem porary  a l lu s io n s  I n d ic a te ,  
e x is te d  a s  e a r ly  a s  1589.
£5I b id . . p . 105.
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H is th e o ry  re g a rd in g  th e  F i r s t  q u a r to  i s  t h a t  i t  was a ©tag©
©spy o f  th e  e a r l i e r  v e r s io n ,  and was p ro b ab ly  dropped by S h ak esp ea re 1 a 
company, i n  o r  b e f o r e ,  1596, o r  p o s s ib ly  on acco u n t o f  th e  I n h i ­
b i t io n  in  1597* He s t a t e s  t h a t  In  s p i t e  o f  th e  c o r ru p t and i n f e r i o r  
c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  t e x t  o f  th e  Second Q uarto , i t  e v in c e s  in  ©very 
p a r t  th e  e s s e n t i a l  f e a tu r e s  o f  a  S hakespearean  c r e a t io n ,  th e  on ly  
doubt c o n c e rn in g  which ?ti s  based  upon i n t r i n s i c  ev idence  o f  very  
shadowy te x tu r e  T aking is s u e  w ith  th o se  c r i t i c s  who a s s e r t  
th a t  t h i s  v e r s io n  i s  m ere ly  a  m u t i la t io n  o f  th e  one p u b lish e d  in  
the fo llo w in g  y e a r ,  he a rg u e s  t h a t  th e  d is c re p a n c ie s  betw een th e  
two form s o f  th e  p la y  a re  to o  marked to  p e rm it such a (supposition* 
According to  h i s  o p in io n , th e  Second Q uarto  ex h ib it®  change, p ro c e s s , 
and developm ent from  th e  F i r s t  n u a r to ,  in  co n c ep tio n  a s  w e ll m  
form; and In  su p p o rt o f  t h i s  he p o in ts  o u t th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between 
the two a© re g a rd s  th e  le n g th ,  th e  lan g u ag e , th e  o rd e r  o f  th e  s c e n e s , 
end th e  names o f  some o f  th e  c h a ra c te rs *  He o b se rv e s , however, 
th a t  th e  two p la y s  a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  and © s s e n t ia l ly  th e  asm s*8*
He a rg u e s  a l s o  t h a t  because  o f  th e  b r e v i ty  and g r e a te r  r a p id i t y  
of a c t io n  o f  th e  F i r s t  %u a r to ,  i t  p ro b ab ly  commended i t s e l f  to  
a c e r t a in  c l a s s  o f  m inds a s  th e  b a t t e r  form o f  s ta g e  p lay * 8*
The p r in c ip a l  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  e ssay  i s  c e n te re d  upon th e  
a u th o rsh ip  o f  th e  f i r s t  H am let* which Jo h n sto n  b e lie v e d  to  be th e
wotk  o f  S h ak esp eare  r a t h e r  th a n  o f  Eyd o r  some o th e r  d r a m a t is t , 
an l a  g e n e ra l ly  sa&uaed* b u t o f  which he d e c la r e s  no a b s o lu te  
d em o n stra tio n  can  be made w ith o u t th e  d isc o v e ry  o f  a d d i t io n a l  
evidence* C oncern ing  h is  id e a s  on th e  s u b je c t  he makes th e  
fo llo w in g  humorous o b s e rv a tio n i  " I f  i t  sh o u ld  tu r n  o u t t h a t  my 
c o n te n tio n  in  th e  m a tte r  i s  r ig h t*  and t h a t  W illiam  S hakespeare  
was th e  b u i ld e r  o f  Ham let from  th e  bottom  up, my h e a re r s  may con­
clude t h a t  th e  u p sh o t i s  much l i k e  ’ th e  Hutch ta k in g  H olland*•*
Then in  a  s e r io u s  v e in  he adds t h a t  **it i s  som eth ing  i f  m  can 
prove once in  a  w h ile  t h a t  th in g s  a r e  what th e y  a e e a r # ^
The argum ents which o u r a u th o r  p r e s e n ts  In  su p p o rt o f  
S h ak esp eare’s  a u th o rs h ip  o f  th e  f i r s t  ham let a r e  a s  fo llo w s  * 
f i r s t *  con tem porary  o p in io n  a s s ig n e d  th a  p lay  to  S h ak esp eare ; 
th e re fo re *  th e  burden o f  p ro o f  r e s t s  upon th o se  who would d is p u te  
h is  a u th o rs h ip * 2® Second* i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  to  p o in t  to  any­
one in  1567* o r  1588*— th e  d a te s  w hich Jo h n s to n  and o th e rs  c o n s id e r  
the m ost p ro b a b le  ones f o r  i t s  co m p o sitio n —who was cap ab le  o f  
producing i t ,  exoe t  Shakespeare*  o r p e rh ap s  Marlowe* R e fe rr in g  
to  th e  argum ent o f  th o se  who contend  t h a t  Shakespeare  was in cap ­
ab le o f  p ro d u c in g  oven a rough d r a f t  o f  Hamlet o r  any o th e r  p iece  
fo r  th e  s ta g e  ©s e a r ly  a s  1589* Jo h n sto n  a s s e r t s  t h a t  th e  g en iu s  
who gave ua th e  f i n a l  v e rs io n  o r  th e  tra g e d y  in  1600 o r 1 6 0 X was 
s u re ly  a b le  to  p roduce a c ru d e r  d r a f t  o f  th e  p ie c e  a dozen y e a rs
e a r l i e r *  A lso , i t  i s  re a s o n a b le  t o  b a l l s v s ,  th e  a u th o r  suggest® , 
th a t  th e  man who p e r f e c te d  t h i s  tra g e d y  o r ig in a te d  i t  a s  w a l l # 2 9  
$ k lrd 9 to  th o s e  who p o in t  to  th e  o m issio n  o f  Hamlet from  th e  l i s t  
o f  S h a k e sp e a re ’ © p la y s  made by F ra n c is  Mares in  1S98, Jo h n sto n  
r e p l i e s  by c i t i n g  o th e r  o m iss io n s  from  th e  l i s t ,  and p re s e n ts  
ev idence to  show t h a t  th e  a p p a re n t in te n t io n  o f  M eres was n o t to  
g ive a  f u l l  c a ta lo g  o f  S h ak esp ea re#a p la y s  b u t m erely  to  c i t e  h i s  
f a v o r i te  p la y s ,  o r  th o se  m ost in  vogue* He n o te s  t h a t  a t  th e  
d a te  o f  M eres’ p u b l ic a t io n ,  1598, S h a k e s p e a re 's  g r e a t e s t  p la y s  
bad n o t y e t  been  p ro d u ced , and ados th e  fo llo w in g s
Thus, th e n , though th e  seco n d ary  p la y s  
o f  S h ak esp eare  p la c e d  him , a t  t h i r t y - f o u r  
y e a rs  o f  a g e , in  th e  e s t im a tio n  o f  M eres and 
h i s  o o n te m p o ra rie s , w ith  th e  g r e a t e s t  p o e ts ,  
and above a l l  th o se  who a re  h e ld  o u t to  us 
a s  p o s s ib le  a u th o rs  o f  H am let, we a r e  asked  
to  b e l ie v e  t h a t ,  a t  tw e n ty - th ro e  o r  tw e n ty -  
fo u r  y e a rs  o f  a g e , he la ck ed  th e  in v e n tio n  
t o  a d a p t an  o ld  leg en d  to  th e  s ta g e ,  and 
had to  depend upon some f o re - r u n n e r ,  who 
n e v e r  ev in ced  any c a p a c ity  f o r  g r e a t  w orks, 
f o r  h e lp  t o  la y  o u t f o r  him th e  ground p la n  
o f  th e  p la y * 3 0
Jo h n s to n  a l s o  c i t e s  a su g g e s tio n  by Dr# K arl K lae , who re a so n s  
th a t  s in c e  S h a k esp e a re ’s  son Kamaet was born in  1585, i t  i s  r e a d i ly  
co n ce iv ab le  t h a t  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  h is  d ram a tic  c a re e r  th e  p o e t 
"should  have chosen a s u b je c t  f o r  h i s  pen which bore th e  name o f  
b is  be lo v ed  boy” , and t h a t  th e  d e a th  o f  t h i s  son In  1590, "may
gglbl.d. . p p . 115-110* 
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p o s s ib ly  have le d  him  t o  ta k e  up once more t h i s  s p i r i t u a l  c h i ld  
o f th e  same W hatever s t r e n g th  Else*© p o s i t io n  may have
from th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  l o g ic ,  i t s  em o tio n a l su g g e s tio n  m ust have 
touched Jo h n s to n  deeply*  He, to o ,  had l o s t  a  so n ; and he h im se lf  
m ight w e ll  have asked  th e  q u e s t io n  propounded by th e  c r i t i c  i 
"Who can  e s t im a te  th e  e f f e c t  w hich g r i e f  f o r  h is  o n ly  son m y  
not have had in  p ro d u c in g  t h a t  d e e p -s e a te d  m elancholy  and d i s t a s t e  
fo r  th e  v a n i ty  o f  th e  w orld  w hich have found In  t h i s  tra g e d y  t h e i r  
im m ortal e x p re s s io n ? * 3®
Sum m arizing th e  argum ents f o r  S h ak esp eare ’ s  a u th o rs h ip  o f  
the  f i r s t  H am let* a s  w e ll  a s  o th e r  p la y s  o f  h ie  which acme c r i t i c s  
would ta k e  f r o a  him , Jo h n sto n  w r i t e s i
A ll  th e  p o s i t iv e  ev id en ce  I s  in  fa v o r  
o f  S h ak esp ea re fo a u th o rs h ip :  p o p u la r  o p in io n ,
com peten t contem poraneous w itn e s s e s ,  h i s  own 
u n q u es tio n ed  ow nersh ip , a  q u a s i-c o p y r ig h t ,  
th e  ad m iss io n s  o f  h i s  enem ies, and th e  c la im s 
o f  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  c o l le a g u e s , and posthum ous 
p u b lis h e r s *  The a tte m p t to  p a r c e l  o u t th e  
p la y s  o f  S hakespeare  among th e  d ra m a tis ts  
o f  h is  day i s  a f a i l u r e ,  because  th e re  i s  
no te s tim o n y  to  le a d  t o  sueft a co n c lu sio n #
The d iv id e r s  o f  th e  s p o i l s  can n o t a g re e  among 
th em se lv es as  to  who i s  e n t i t l e d  to  ©hare in  
i t ,  and th e  beg g ars  th ey  would cloth©  in  th e  
p u rp le  b e t ra y  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i ty  in  ©very phase 
o f  t h e i r  mock r o y a l ty # 3 3
f i n a l l y ,  our c r i t i c  a s s e r t s ,  th e  a c c e p tin g  o f  ghakeapeara
as th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  f i r s t  Hamlet r e q u ir e s  th© ad m issio n  o f  th e
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d r a m a t i s t 's  s u p e r io r  endowment a—-a r e c o g n i t io n  t h a t  he poaaaaaad  
a ty p e  o f  g e n iu s  t h a t  i s  n o t  to  ho confounded with p lo d d in g  ineluatry* 
o r w ith  ‘spasm odic o r  e c c e n tr ic  v iv a c i ty  o f  fancy** H is g e n iu s , 
a compact o f  en erg y  and s a n i t y ,  was a g i f t  o f  n a tu r e ,  which con­
f e r r e d  upon him a w id er h o r ls o n , a  c l e a r e r  v i s io n ,  and a deeper 
In s ig h t*  When t h i s  f a c t  i s  a c c e p te d , i t  i© easy to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  
he a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  h is  d ra m a tic  o a rc a r  was b e t t e r  a b le  th an  
h is  l e e s  g i f t e d  co n tem p o ra rie s  to  ♦•take a s to r y  a s  he found I t ,  
inform  i t  w ith  h i s  own p e r s o n a l i ty ,  and make o f  I t  an Im m ortal 
p la y " .34
In  J o h n s to n 1 a n e x t e s s a y , *$he E v o lu tio n  o f  H am let,"  he appar­
e n tly  found i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e l in q u i s h  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  th e  s u b je c t  
to  which he had g iv e n  c h ie f  a t t e n t i o n  In  th e  p re c e d in g  o n e , f o r  he 
announces t h a t  he w i l l  p ro ceed  to  f o r t i f y  h i s  view as- to  S hak es-
■L
pear©* s  a u th o rs h ip  o f  th e  f i r s t  jfoal.qt by "show ing th e  u t t e r  
im p ro b a b ility  t h a t  i t  m s  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f any o f h is contemporaries, 
to g e th e r  w ith  some f u r th e r  proof©  that Shakespeare him self w rote i t ."  
His p r in c ip a l  aim  in  t h i s  s tu d y , as the t i t l e  suggests and a© hia 
s ta tem en t r e v e a l s ,  i s  to  e x h ib i t  th e  manner In  which the fin ished  
trag ed y  was d ev e lo p  d from th e  ea r lie r  rough ©ketch, " to g e th e r  
w ith th e  s u b t le  in f lu e n c e s  w hich p e rh ap s  c a l le d  up from th e  p o e t 's  
h e a r t i t s  w onderfu l s o l i l o q u i e s . " 3 3
® h b ia ., pp. . 3 1 - 1 3 3 .  
3Sf b f g . ,  p p .  1 3 4 .
Resuming h i s  argum ent co n cern in g  th e  f i r s t  H am let* th e  a u th o r
p o in ts  o u t t h a t  a l l  o f  th e  g r e a te r  d ra m a tis ts  o f  &hak©©pear.'*a
p e r io d , w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  th e  " U n iv e rs i ty  W its ,"  were h i s
s u c c e s s o rs ,  and t h a t  from the s ta n d p o in t  of both age and produce-
U v i ty ,  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  group w r© h i s  co n tem p o ra rie s  r a th e r  th an
h is  p re d e c e sso rs*  'fhese d r a m a tis t s  had done l i t t le  of their work
when S hakespeare  a r r iv e d  in  London, and m ost o f  them ex h au sted
t h e i r  c r e a t iv e  e n e rg ie s  betw een t h i s  d a te  and 1594, d u rin g  th e
g re a te r  p o r t io n  o f  w hich p e r io d ,  i t  la assumed, Shakettpears was
co m p ara tiv e ly  s t e r i l e *  Such a  th e o ry  Jo h n sto n  b e l ie v e d  to  be
i r r a t i o n a l * 3^ P o in t in g  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  barlow© was but th r e e
so u th s  o ld e r  th an  S h a k e sp e a re , he a s k s ,  "Why co u ld  n o t Shakespeare
have w r i t t e n  th e  f i r  a t  Hamlet a t  tw e n ty - th re e ,  as w ell aa M a rlo w ,
T am burlalne?" T h is  p o s i t io n  he ag a in  e n fo rc e s  with th e  argum ent
th a t  u n o o n tra d io to d  contem porary  o p in io n  011 such  m a tte r s  l a  o f
"so re  v a lu e  th a n  p a ra d o x ic a l doub ts o f  th e  sam e * " 3 9
A ll t e l l  u s  how f a r  th o u  d id s t  o u r L i ly  o u ts h in e ,  
o r  s p o r t in g  Kyd, o r  M arlowe’ s  m ighty  lin e *
Quoting t h i s  c o u p le t  from  Ben Joaeon, and referring to  that poet's
e s tim a te  a s  contem porary  o p in io n  a t  I t s  b e a t ,  Im a s s e r t s  t h a t
S h a k e sp e a re 's  d e b t to  h i s  f e llo w -d ra m a tio ia  la y  o n ly  In  th e  s tim u lu s
to  r i v a l r y ,  which t h e i r  e f f o r t s  en g en d ered , and " in  th e  In s ta n c e s
they  a lT o rd ed  h is  t r u e  a r t i s t i c  i n s t i n c t  and p r a c t i c a l  mind o f
what t o  a v o id ." 3®
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F u r th e r  argum ents w ith  r e fe re n c e  to  th e  p o e t ’s  a u th o rs h ip  
of th e  f i r s t  Hamlet a r e  p re se n te d  • »'* 1 th  h is  com position  o f Venus
in  1568, oh&kespear© ev in ced  f in e  te c h n ic a l  and a r ­
t i s t i c  a b i l i t y .  He became connected  w ith  th e  t h e a te r  a lm o st 
im m ediately  a f t e r  he oame t o  London, ro s e  r a p id ly  a s  a member o f  
a company o f  p la y e r s ,  and won h ig h  p o s i t io n  a s  a poet and d r a m a t is t .  
These f a c t s  shou ld  ind lo& te  t h a t  he was ca p ab le  o f p roducing  good 
work e a r ly  in  h is  c a r e e r ,  j u s t  a s  many o th e r  l i t e r a r y  men w ith  l e s s  
genius have done s in c e  t h a t  t im e , M arlowe, Jonaon , M ilto n , B urns, 
Byron, S h e l le y ,  and K eats s ta n d in g  a s  w ell-know n exam ples, ”Xt 
nay be co n ced ed ,” Jo h n sto n  w r i t e s ,  ”t h a t  n e i th e r  S h ak esp eare , 
nor any o th e r  man, co u ld  have w r i t te n  H am let, a s  we now have i t ,  
a t  such an e a r ly  a g e , b u t we know a l s o  t h a t  such  was no t i t s  
e a r l i e s t  fo rm , o r  indeed i t s  form  a t  a l l ,  u n t i l  tw elve  o r fo u r ­
te e n , p erh ap s s ix te e n  y e a rs  l a t e r ,  when l i f e  had ta u g h t him i t s  
le s s o n s , ” 5 9  R ecu rrin g  to  contem porary  re f e re n c e s  which su g g e s t 
S hakespeare a s  th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  p la y  in  i t s  o r ig in a l  form , our 
c r i t i c  c i t e s  th e  f in d in g s  o f  th o se  a u t h o r i t i e s  who would d i r e c t  
a t te n t io n  to  th e  p o e t ’s knowledge o f law . From t h e i r  c o n c lu s io n s , 
he r e a s o n s , as o th e r s  have done, t h a t  th e  ^ H o v c r in t,” o r  a t to r n e y ’s 
c le rk ,  to  whom Hash r e f e r r e d  as th e  a u th o r  o f th e  e a r ly  Hamlet was 
Shakespeare r a th e r  th a n  &ome o th e r  d r a m a t is t .  He p o in ts  ou t a ls o  
th a t  th e  young p la y w rig h t, f r e s h  from h ia  a t to r n e y ’s work a t  
S t r a t f o r d ,  would n a tu r a l ly  employ more l e g a l  te rm in o lo g y  in  one
38Ib id . .  pp. 140-142.
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o f  h i s  f i r s t  p la y s  th a n  in  th o se  o f  h ie  m atu re? y e a r s . ^ 0  P ic tu r in g  
th e  p a s s ib le  c o n d i t io n s  w hich su rro u n d ed  Shakespeare. a© a  member 
o f a  t h e a t r i c a l  g ro u p , Jo h n s to n  su g g e s ts  t h a t  hi© f i r s t  work a® a 
d ra m a tis t  m ig h t w e ll  h a re  been produced  a© fo llo w s :
P la y s  a re  needed by h i s  company; d runken# 
re p ro b a te  G reene, who s e l l s  h i s  play© tw ic e  
o v e r  to  r i v a l  t h e a t r e s ,  can n o t be t r u s te d  to  
w r i te  them ; B urbage, tlx© le a d in g  !s t a r M o f  
th e  h o u r , m ust have a tragedy*  h h e t more 
l i k e l y  th a n  t h a t  t i t l e  am b itio u s  ty r o  sh o u ld  
w i t®  a p la y ,  in  Im ita t io n  o f  what he had 
se en  in  h i s  n a t iv e  v i l l a g e , —o r  t h a t ,  fo llo w ­
in g  th e  le a d  o f  L y ly , Kyd, o r  M arlowe, he 
sh o u ld  a tte m p t Ha tra g e d y  o f  blood"~~a 
"H am lat, Revengej»41
R egard ing  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  th e  tra g e d y  from th e  c ru d e  f i r s t  
d r a f t  to  th e  su p erb  p la y  t h a t  we now h av e , ou r c r i t i c  subm its  th e  
th eo ry  t h a t  in  1566 o r  1587, S hakespeare  made a ©ketch o f  th e  p la c e  
which h i s  company p u t on th e  s ta g e*  As su c c e s s iv e  p r e s e n ta t io n s  
o f th e  p la y  o c c u rre d , a l t e r a t i o n s  and improvement© were made in  
i t ,  su g g e s ted  p a r t l y  by th e  e x p e r tn e sa  o f  th e  actor©  and p a r t l y  by 
th e  d ra m a tic  i n t u i t i o n s  o f  th e  au th o r*  By t h i s  p ro c e s s  i t  was 
brought to  th e , shape in  which i t  appear© in  th e  F i r s t  n u a r to ,  and 
in  t h i s  form i t  p ro b ab ly  h e ld  th e  s ta g e  u n t i l  1596, when i t  seems 
fo r  a  tim e to  have f a l l e n  in to  o b s c u r ity *  Jo h n s to n  su g g e s ts  a ls o  
a p a r a l l e l  betw een th e  grow th o f  th e  p la y  and th e  m atu rin g  o f  I t s  
a u th o r :
•* PP* 143-145* *, ppm 150-151*
In  1586 9 Hamlet was to  $hakosp*are a 
y o u th  o f  tw en ty ; o n ly  two y e a rs  h i s  j u n io r f 
h i s  d e a r  younger b ro th e r  and c o n f id a n t - -  
p e rh ap s  in  some d e g re e , hi® own istage o r  
d o u b le ; — In  1596, ? issue t  had become a man 
o f  t h i r t y ,  Who had chewed th e  b i t t e r - s w e e t  
cud o f  l i f e ,  and who had se e n , to o ,  i t s  
i l l u s i o n s  s h a tte re d *  Hamlet developed  by 
j u s t  so  much a s  S hakespeare  d i d * ^
Jo h n s to n  b e l ie v e s  a l s o  t h a t  S hakespeare  a g a in  to o k  up th e  
p lay  in  1596, an d , ’’under s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and p e rs o n a l c o n d i t io n s  
e n t i r e ly  d i f f e r e n t  from  th o se  o f  i t s  o r ig in a l  c o n c e p tio n , e la b ­
o ra te d  I t  to  th e  com prehensive scope o f  th e  Second Q uarto , o r  
la * 4- Haaqgfe." Prom th a  profound m elancholy  o f  It® s o l i l o q u ie s ,  
our a u th o r  in f e r s  t h a t  th e  p la y  in  i t s  f i n a l  f o r a  was w r i t t e n  
when th e  d r a m a t is t  was o p p ressed  by a  f e e l in g  o f  d e fe a t  Induced 
by some r e v e r s e  o f  f o r tu n e  o r  t h r e a t  o f  d i s a s t e r ,  by a s p i r i t u a l  
c r i s i s ,  o r  by th e  d e a th  o f  h i s  o n ly  son* Jo h n sto n  in  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
d isposed  to  co n n ec t th e  b i r t h  and d e a th  o f  S hakespeare*a son 
Basnet w ith  th e  p o e t ’ s i n t e r e s t  in  th e  t r a g i c  s to r y  o f  th e  P rin c e  
of Denmark**3
T hat th e  s t r a n g e ,  c ru d e , b a rb a ro u s  legend  f i n a l l y  became a 
d ram atic  m a s te rp ie c e  r io h ly  em b e llish ed  w ith  th e  d ram atist*®  
f i n e s t  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  u t te r a n c e s  I s  accoun ted  f o r  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  
i t  developed  by an  e v o lu tio n a ry  p ro c e ss  In  th e  hands o f  one au th o r*
S p rin g in g  up from  some (m m  dropped in to  
th e  fsound  im a g in a tio n  o f  the*"poet, I t  grow® 
w ith  h is  g row th , ann draw s I t $  ©op and f i b r e
* , PP* 133—154• 
# , pp* 154-157*i&m
from  th e  sto rm  and su n sh in e  o f  h i s  so u l* * .
So t h a t  th e  p e r f e c t  Ham lot~«»at f i r s t  th e  
p i c tu r e  o f  a  p a r t ie s ! © ?  man, a s  X c o n c e iv e , 
and th e n  th e  m ir ro r  o f  a l l  ■ i& nklnd~*fully  
j u s t i f i e s  th e  o la lm  to  p re-em inence a© th e  
g r e a t e s t  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  p o e t th e  
w orld  has e v e r  s e e n * 4 4
In  th e  n e x t e s s a y , "The P lo t  o f  H am let»M lo h n a to a  subm its 
s h a t  he co n c e iv e s  to  be th e  m ost p ro b a b le  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  o r ig in  
o f th e  p lay*  C lin g in g  a s  alw ays to  th e  assum ption  t h a t  S hakespeare  
was th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  e a r l i e s t  H am let* he r a i s e s  th e  q u e s tio n  a s  
to  why th e  p o e t a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  tim e shou ld  have chosen t h i s  
s to ry  f o r  d ram a tic  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  r a t h e r  th an  some o th e r* 49 The 
c r i t i c ' s  answ er i s  t& .t  th e  ch o ice  o f  theme mm  in f lu e n c e d  by 
the  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  tim e and th a t  th e  p la y  was an 
in s tru m en t o f  p a t r i o t i c  propaganda c a l le d  f o r th  by a ch a in  o f  
c ircu m stan ces  which cu lm in a ted  in  th e  ex e cu tio n  o f  Mary, -jaeen 
o f S co ts*  f t i th  th e  atm osphere o f  th e  co u n try  s t r o n g ly  charged  w ith
—----- V"
an in te n s e ly  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  f e e l in g ,  in  w hich p e rso n s  o f  every  c la s s  
sh a red , and w ith  th e  p a tro n s  o f  th e  th e a t r e  h o s t i l e  to  th e  Scotch  
queen, i t  was b u t n a t u r a l ,  ou r a u th o r  re a s o n s , t h a t  S hakespeare 
should  employ a  p lo t  in  which p e rso n s  m ight p e rc e iv e  fea tu re©  
th a t  were p a r a l l e l  to  th e  m ost d ram a tic  o c c u rren c es  o f  th e  time*
By means o f  such a dram a, th o se  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  d e a th  o f  Mary 
hoped to  to u ch  th e  p u b l ic  mind and j u s t i f y  t h e i r  au d ac io u s  a c t io n ;
f h b i a . .  p p . 150-159. 
lF I d . . p .  183.
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and a l l  p o s s ib le  argum ents la n d in g  In  t h i s  d i r e c t io n  ware e s p e c ia l ly  
n e c e ssa ry  a f t e r  th e  deed was don© and K L lsabeth ' had re p u d ia te d  a l l  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  i t ,  p la c in g  h e r  c h ie f  c o u n c i l lo r s  in  p e r i l  o f  
l i f e  and p ro p e r ty # 4^
A nother f a c t o r  t h a t  co u ld  n o t be d is re g a rd e d  was K ing James 
of S c o tla n d , th e  son o f th e  beheaded iiueen* An In te n s e  champion 
of th e  d iv in e  r i g h t  o f  k in g s ,  he co u ld  h a rd ly  f a i l  to  re g a rd  th e  
ex ecu tio n  o f  Mary o th e rw ise  th a n  a s  a doub le a f f r o n t :  th e  h o r r ib l e
crime o f  r e g ic id e  had been com m itted , a m  th e  v ic tim  was h i s  m other# 
Balanced a g a in s t  t h i s  g r ie v o u s  o f fe n s e  to  h i s  f e e l lo g o ,  how ever, 
were o th e r  w eig h ty  c o n s id e ra tio n s #  The young k in g  .m aintained h ie  
p o s i t io n  by th e  su p p o rt o f  nueen &llss&beth; a n l  th e  im prisonm ent 
o r d e a th  o f  h ie  m other was th e  on ly  su re  g u a ran ty  o f  h i s  p r i v i ­
lege to  r e ig n  a t  a l l#  'c n e e , h i s  i n t e r e s t s  were bound up w ith  
those  o f  E l is a b e th  r a th e r  th an  w ith  th o se  o f  Mary# v«eak a s  h is  
p o s it io n  wee a s  k in g  o f  S c o tla n d , th e  im portance o f  i t  was en­
hanced by th e  f a c t  t h a t  a f t e r  h is  m other*a d e a th  he became th e  
h e ir -a p p a re n t  to  th e  E n g lish  th ro n e#  T h e re fo re , th e  c r a f ty  
p o l i t i c i a n s  o f  th e  K n g lish  c o u r t  ware under some n e c e s s i ty  o f  
conv incing  th e  f u tu r e  monarch o f  England by every  p o s s ib le  a rg u ­
ment t h a t  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  o f th e  c a se  j u s t i f i e d  th e  bloody deed#
To t h i s  en d , ev e ry  p o s s ib le  d ev ice  would be employed# Money, 
p ro m ises , and o th e r  r e s o u rc e s  o f  diplom acy were used to  p la c a te
46I b id . .  pp. 166.171
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th e  wounded honor o f  King Jam es; and th e  s ta g e  m ight w a ll  have 
se rv ed  a s  an  agency f o r  th e  earn® purpose*
A p la y  t h a t  sh o u ld  s t i r  th e  minds and 
h ea rt©  o f  th e  c o u r t ,  th en  tho  c e n te r  o f  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  a g a in s t  
th e  unhappy c a p t iv e  queen , was an en g in e  to o  
p o w erfu l to  be overlooked*  Uof was Jam es, w ith  
h i s  fo n d n ess  f o r  p a g e a n try  an d -th e  t h e a t r e ,  
a p t  to  d is r e g a rd  such  te ach in g *  The v iv id  
p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  a c a s e ,  od io u s in d e e d , y e t  
. c lo s e ly  ana logous to  Mary*a own, m ight make 
t h a t  queen ap p ear to  him a s  th e  v ic tim  o f  a 
J u s t  r e t r ib u t io n *
‘The a u th o r  a l s o  p o in ts  to  th e  in t e r p o la t i o n  o f  a p la y  w ith in  
th e  tra g e d y  a s  ev id en ce  o f  Shakespeare*©  co n c ep tio n  o f  th e  drama 
as a p ro p e r  p o l i t i c a l  d e v ic e , and c i t e s  p la y s  by o th e r  d ra m a tis ts
to  in d ic a te  a g e n e ra l  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  such u s e . 4 7  a  f u r th e r  ©ir~
ouasten ce  which su g g e s ts  th e  employment o f  th e  f i r s t  a s M  
fo r  p u rp o ses  o f  p ropaganda 1 @ to  be found in  th e  f a c t  t h a t  a  
number o f  b a l la d s  and pam phlets j u s t i f y i n g  th e  ex ecu tio n  o f  Mary 
were l ic e n s e d  f o r  p u b l ic a t io n  soon a f t e r  th e  event*  On© o f  th e se  
was c a l l e d  MA D it ty  o f  Lord D arn ley , Sometime King o f  o c a t a . " 4®
The a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  E n g lish  peop le  tow ard th e  behead ing  o f  th e  
Scotch queen , Jo h n sto n  a s s e r t s ,  waa such a s  to  I n s p ir e  a  p la y  
which would j u s t i f y  th e  a c t :
In  th e  ©yes o f  S hakespeare  and th e  E n g lish
p e o p le , th e  p l o t s  a g a in s t  E l iz a b e th  in  th e  name
o f  th e  deposed queen were act©  o f  tre a s o n  and 
r e b e l l io n *  TO them th e  c a p tiv e  was b u t a con­
s p i r a t o r ,  whil® E liz a b e th  was queen, th e  queen ,
47ie Ib ld*»  p p . 171-174* 
***!5fg** p .  175.
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and poor Mary1* ta k in g  o f f  seamed b u t th e  J u s t  
p e n a l ty  o f  a tte m p te d  r e g ic id e  * T h is and th e  
m urder o f  D arn ley  a r e  th e  a t im m  to  which th e  
a u th o r  point©  a© demanding r e t r i b u t i o n * 4 9
And* when a f t e r  th e  f a t a l  e v e n t Ilissabeth  re p u d ia te d  th e  a c t  and 
p lao  'd th e  blam e f o r  i t  upon h e r p r in c ip a l  c o u n c i l l o r s , th a n  "was 
the  tim e f o r  them and t h e i r  friend©  to  b e s t i r  them selves*  and , 
i f  Hamlet was n o t  p roduced  b e fo re  t h a t  tim e , th e re  was a p re s s in g  
exigency in  which i t  m ight w e ll  do good s e r v ic e ."  Assuming th a t  
such a tra g e d y  was c r e s te d  f o r  th e  purpose in d ic a te d ,  we must 
b e l ie v e , o u r c r i t i c  i n s i s t s ,  t h a t  S hakespeare  was* - a t  l e a s t ,  
p a r t ly  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  i t ,  b e c au se , in  s p i t e  o f  th e  d i s s e n t in g  
op in io n s o f  some com petent s c h o la r s ,  he was w ith o u t doubt th e  
law yerf s  c l e r k ,  " y c le p t  by th e  Je a lo u s  Hash *a I lo v o rln t,*  who 
had a hand in  tho  tra g e d y  th e  burden  w hereof was f Hamlet I Re­
venge* f " 5 0
D e fe rr in g  to  th e  s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  th e  o ld  Hamlet leg en d  f o r  
the  p u rpose  in  v iew , Jo h n s to n  declare©  t h a t  i t  seems mad© to  
hand to  f i t  th o  case  o f  James and h is  m o th er.
Under fe ig n e d  nam es, p o o r , b a s e , v ic io u s ,  
handsome D arn ley , a ro y a l  sim ulacrum , s h a l l  
come back in  t h i s  day dream to  a rnora rea l, 
l i f e  a s  "my r a t h e r 1s  g h o s t ,"  and bloody B o th w e ll, 
t h a t  " a d u l te r a t e  b e a o t ,"  s h a l l  l i v e  a g a in  a s  
th e  f e lo n  king* And tho  queen?— tho queenI 
Thors i s ,  a l a s ,  b u t one queen whoa© unhappy 
f a t e  has been to  m arry w ith  h e r  h u sb a n d 's  
m u rd e re r , and she l a  now In  th e  t o i l s ,  and
Horn®®!© g l id e s  on th e  ©tag®* Hamlet? In  
t h i s  P r in c e  o f  Denmark, ’’t h a t  unmatched f o r a  
and f e a tu r e  o f  blown y o u th ,* whom © hall a l l  
men se e  b u t t h a t  f a i r  bud o f  ro y a l p ro m ise , 
th e  modern Solomon, th e  young King Jam es, 
who, w ith  h i s  q u id d i t i e s  and bo o k ish  w ays, may 
even h im s e lf ,  p e rc h a n c e , p e rc e iv e  hi© own 
p r in c e ly  l ik e n e s s  In  t h i s  lo o k in g  g la s s * .* *
Jhakaopeare*©  p ic tu r e  o f  th e  h e i r  o f  Denmark 
i s  more th a n  a l ik e n e s s ,  i t  i s  th e  v ery  ooun* 
t e r p a r t ,  o f  th e  h e i r  o f  England*5*
Our a u th o r ,  a s  he h im se lf  t e l l s  u s ,  u r r iv e d  a t  h i s  th e o ry  by 
independen t s tu d y , and supposed t h a t  I t  was o r i g i n a l  w ith  him* 
S u b seq u en tly , he d is c o v e re d , how ever, t h a t  James Plumpbre had 
been many y e a rs  ahead o f  him in  p o in t in g  o u t “some o f th e  more 
obvious o f  th e s e  p a r a l l e l i s m s .M A condensed s ta te m e n t o f  tho  c h ie f  
p o in ts  in  P lu m p tre ’ s  a r t i c l e  i s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  F u rn ess  v ario rum * 
a l l  o f  w hich Jo h n sto n  q u o te s  in  h i s  e s s a y W h a t e v e r  one may 
th in k  o f  P lu m p tre 's  a rg u m en ts, he can h a rd ly  f a i l  to  be in te r e s te d  
in  th e  s t r i k i n g  p a r a l l e l s  which he p re s e n ts  betw een some o f  th© 
c h a ra c te rs  and c irc u m sta n c e s  o f  th e  trag ed y  and th e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  
and e v e n ts  a f f e c t i n g  tho  c a re e r  o f  Slary, ^ueen o f  Doots* The a u th o r  
a lso  makes use o f  p assag es  in  th e  p la y  to  show t h a t  S hakespeare  
had th e  Sootoh queen d i r e c t l y  in  mind when he w ro te  them . However, 
Johnston  a s s e r t s  t h a t  P lu m p tre 1 a s e a l  in  p re p a r in g  h is  work caused  
him to  In c lu d e  item s whioh weaken h is  c a s e , and t h a t  he f a i l e d  to  
suggest a s u f f i c i e n t  m otive fo r  D hakaspeare1b use o f  th e  p lo t*
?* Ib id . .  p p . 170-1(30.
*15. H, F u rn o ss , £  Hov» Variorum  S d l t lo n  of, OMkeoimaxft, : u i l n t . 
2 o l .  x i ,  i lp p ln o o t t  C o ., P h i la .  and London, 1S16, p p . ; 6-;;:>7.
Jo h n s to n , The P ro to ty p e  o f  h a m le t* pp* 18G-184.
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Our a u th o r  i n d i c a t e s ,  to o ,  t h a t  mxeh a d d i t io n a l  ev id en ce  has 
been b ro u g h t to  view s in c e  P lum ptre*s d ay , which throw s l i g h t  
upon q u e s t io n s  t h a t  oou ld  n o t be answ ered w ith o u t i t#  A p o r t io n  
o f h is  d is c u s s io n  o f  t h i s  p o in t  fo llo w s :
The f i r s t  known copy o f  was on ly  
d isc o v e re d  in  10&3, n e a r ly  a g e n e ra tio n  
l a t e r ,  by S i r  Henry Bunbury, and i t  l a  from 
th e  co m p ara tiv e  s tu d y  o f  t h i s  w ith  ■->.$ t h a t  
some o f  th e  s t r o n g e s t  p ro o fs  o f  t h i s  th e o ry  
a r e  d eriv ed #  I t  fin© been so  c o n s ta n tly  
a s s e r te d  t h a t  tho  p la y  o f  n te lc t .  was writ-* 
te n  by S h akespeare  a f t e r  iS ‘#7 , ¥ n d  from 
te n  to  f i f t e e n  y e a rs  l a t e r  th a n  I t s  p ro ­
d u c tio n  by so  i© o th e r  a u th o r ,  t h a t  th e  
p o in ts  o f  resem blance in  th e  aaur&are have 
been d is r a g s r a e a  by com m entators* In  1597,
D arn ley*© murder and ^sry*© e x e c u tio n  ware 
no lo n g e r  In  tho  a re n a  o r  p o l i t i c s #  There 
would be no p o l i t i c a l  m otive fo r  s e l e c t in g  
th e s e  in c id e n t s ,  o r t h e i r  an a lo g u e , m  th e  
b a s is  o f  an a p p e a l on th e  stag© to  k in g  o r 
peop le#  But I f  th e  view be adop ted  th a t  
S h akespeare  w ro te  th e  o r ig in a l  a c t in g  p la y  
o f  aa l a t  in  1586 o r 1567, most o f  th e  ob­
j e c t i o n s  d is a p p e a r  to  th e  th e o ry  t h a t  th e  
p lo t  p o in to a  t o  th e  m urder o f  D arn ley  and 
Mary’ s  conn ivance in  i t ,  w hich were th en  
on ev e ry  tongue*^4
P ropounding  th e  q u e s tio n  a s  to  w hether I t  1© re a so n a b le  to  
suppose t h a t  th e  o r ig in a l  I n te n t io n  o f  th e  p la y  was to  r e c a l l  
D arn leyf s  d e a th  to  memory, and to  sp u r  th e  tim id  James to  connive 
a t  h i s  m other*s d e a th ,  and p erh ap s to  even ta k e  vengeance upon 
h is  fa th e r* a  m u rd e re rs , Jo h n sto n  p o in ts  to  th r e e  grounds fo r  such 
a b e l i e f :  f i r s t ,  th e  m o tives o f  th e  K ngliah  O oV erm ont and o f
54i M a . .  pp. 164-183 .
S hakespeare  h im s e lf  in  b r in g in g  o u t th e  p la y ;  seco n d , th e  resem blance  
la  th e  p l o t  and d e t a i l s  o f  th e  p la y  to  th e  d e a th  o f  D arn ley  and 
the  a t te n d a n t  c irc u m s ta n c e s ; and t h i r d ,  th e  re sem b lan c e , oaf i d e n t i t y ,  
o f th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  James I  w ith  t h a t  o f  H a m le t# ^
A lthough  re c o g n iz in g  t h a t  S hakespeare*& geography m& o f  a  
moat e l a s t i c  s o r t ,  o u r a u th o r  su g g e s ts  t h a t  th e r e  may he same 
s ig n i f ic a n c e  in  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  p la tfo rm  where im & let saw h ie  
f a th e r ’ s  g h o s t i s  v ery  l i k e  H olyrood , th e  p a la c e  o f  Jam es, " th e  
d re a d fu l summit o f  a c l i f f  t h a t  bee tle®  o ’e r  h i s  b ase* * .an d  lo o k s  
so many fathom s down,” b u t i s  e n t i r e l y  u n lik e  iU a in o re , which 
s tan d s  upon a  s e r i e s  o f  sandy rid g es*  L ik ew ise , he n o te s  t h a t  th e  
drunkenness and d eb au ch e ry , w hich a r e  a s s ig n e d  to  Denmark In  th e  
p la y , were p re v a le n t  in  S c o tla n d ; and t h a t  th e  e x c e sse s  o f  th e  
u su rp in g  B aihw ell in  b o th  v ic e s  were a s  g ro s s  a® th o se  o f  ^lam let’s  
u n c le*56
The p a r a l l e l s  in  th e  c h a ra c te r s  o f  th e  young James and th e  
P rince o f  Denmark, a s  w e ll  a s  in  th e  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  enveloped  
b o th , may be re g a rd e d  a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a lso *  Both were shrew d, 
p h i lo s o p h ic a l ,  and i r r e s o l u t e ;  and bo th  were c a s t  upon a  " se a  o f  
t r o u b le s ,"  eaoh "w ith  a p e r s o n a l  leg acy  o f  revenge from a m urdered 
fa th e r* *  Our o r i t i o ’ s  o o n v io tio a  i s  t h a t  th e  p la y  was in ten d ed  
as an in s tru m e n t o f  in f lu e n c e  upon Jam es, and t h a t  a p lo t  so
p e rs o n a l to  th e  young m onarch, w ith  a m oral so p o in te d  and a p p l ic ­
a b le ,  co u ld  n o t f a i l  to  a t t r a c t  h i s  n o t i c e .97
In  th e  f i n a l  e s s a y , "The P ro to ty p e  o f  H am le t,"  th e  a u th o r  aim s 
a t  e s t a b l i s h in g  a p r o p o s i t io n  w hich he s e t  f o r th  in  th e  p re c e d in g  
l e c tu r e ,  to  w i t :  t h a t  S hakespeare  in  c r e a t in g  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f
Hamlet in  th e  o r i g i n a l  p la y  to o k  a s  h la  model young James o f  
S c o tla n d . We have a lre a d y  observed  t h a t  Jo h n s to n , In  p r e s e n t in g  
h is  d is c o u r s e s ,  employs a manner which i s  h ig h ly  s u g g e s tiv e  o f  
th a t  used  by an  a t to rn e y  in  a rg u in g  a c a s e .  S ince  th e  f i n a l  
le c tu r e  i s  th e  k ey sto n e  o f th o  s e r i e s ,  an d , a s  th e  r e a d e r  may 
e a s i ly  p e r c e iv e ,  d ev e lo p s th e  a u th o r* s  f a v o r i t e  th e o ry  re g a rd in g  
the  p la y , i t  e x h ib i t s  h is  c o u r t  room manner in  i t s  b e s t  form . As 
a d d i t io n a l  ev id en ce  and argum ent aie p r e s e n te d , r e p e t i t i o n s  a re  
f re q u e n t, i n  o rd e r  th a t  th e  p o in t  under ex am ina tion  may b© h e ld  
c o n s ta n tly  in  m ind. A lso , th e  law y er’ s  ever eag e r i n t e r e s t  in  
r e v e a lin g  a "m otive" i s  in  e v id e n c e ; and so i s  t h a t  u s e fu l  and 
e f f e c t iv e  d ev ice  o f  c o u r t  room and p o l i t i c a l  forum —th e  r h e t o r i c a l  
q u e s tio n . The p le a d e r  p r e s e n ts  h is  case  w e ll ;  and th e  r e a d e r  i s  
im pelled  tow ard th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  w hether o r  n o t h is  case  I s  f u l l y  
a c c e p ta b le  to  s c h o la r s ,  i t  c e r t a in ly  would be to  a ju r y .  That 
the a u th o r ’ s views on S hakespearean  problem s were re s p e c te d  by 
i n t e l l i g e n t  s tu d e n ts  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  some o f  whom were com petent 
c r i t i c s ,  we s h a l l  in d ic a te  l a t e r .
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Jo h n s to n  p o in ts  o u t f i r s t  o f  a l l  t h a t  th a  p la y w r ig h t, whoever 
ha w as, t h a t  c a n c e lv d  th e  f i r s t  ake toh  o f  U a ^ le t, o b ta in e d  from  
th e  o r i g i n a l  leg en d  l i t t l e  h u t th e  m e re s t o u t l in e  o f  th e  s to ry *  && 
r e g a rd s  la n g u ag e , c h a r a c te r i s a t i o n ,  m o tiv e , and cau ses  le a d in g  to  
th e  c a ta s t r o p h e ,  th e  d ra m a tis t  secu re d  no th ing#  By im p lic a t io n  
our a u th o r  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  c irc u m sta n c e s  p re s e n te d  in  th e  p la y  
bore a  s t r o n g e r  resem blance to  th o se  su rro u n d in g  th e  m urder o f  
D arnley and th e  m a rr iag e  o f  Mary to  B othw ell th a n  to  th e  d e t a i l s  
co n ta in e d  i n  th e  o r ig in a l  s to ry *  th e  fo llo w in g  c lo s e  p a r a l l e l s  a re  
noted* In  th e  ca se  o f  D arnley*a m urder, nuaen Mary has alw ays been 
su sp ec ted  o f  b e in g  an a c c e sso ry  b e fo re  o r  a f t e r  th e  f a c t ;  th e  same
s u s p ic io n  i s  a t ta c h e d  to  H am let1a m o th e r, G e r tru d e . Daoh o f  th e
queens m a rr ie d  h e r  husband’ s  m urderer w ith in  a s h o r t  tim e a f t e r  
th e  crim e was com m itted: Mary w ith in  ab o u t th r e e  m onths, Gertrud©
in  l e s s  th a n  two* D arn ley , a lth o u g h  he had l i t t l e  e l s e  to  corn** 
mend h im , was one o f  th e  moat handsome ^en o f  h i s  tim e ; th e  b eau ty  
and g ra c e  o f  h a m le t’ s  f a th e r  i s  f u l l y  d e l in e a te d  by th e  m elancholy
prince#  And th e  resem blance o f  B o thw sll to  C lau d iu s  in  ap p earan ce
and c h a ra c te r  h as  a lre a d y  been n o ted * s®
In  com paring th e  ap p earan ce  o f  James w ith  t h a t  o f  Hamlet th e  
au th o r I s  handicapped by th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f th e  
form er a s  s o t  down by h i s t o r i a n s  a re  p ic tu r e s  o f  th e  monarch in  
m iddle l i f e ,  a f t e r  ho became King o f  i&glund* However, Jo h n sto n
^ I b ia . .  pp. 192-197.
i s  a b le  t o  s e e  acme resem blance i n  c h a ra c te r  betw een th e  m ature 
Basies and th e  P r in c e  o f  Denmark* U sing S c o t t ’ s  c h a r a c te r i s a t i o n  
o f Jam es a s  g iv e n  in  The F o rtu n e s  o f  Hl&ei^ he s e l e c t s  c e r t a in  
p h ra se s  w hich he th in k s  m ight be a p p l ie d  to  Hamlet;**9 and to . t h e s e  
he a d jo in s  th e  fo llo w in g ;
l a  n o t t h i s  th e  s tu d e n t from  W itten b erg ! 
a o i n t i l l a t i n g t v e r s a t i l e !  e lo q u e n t , in f irm  o f  
p u rp o se , j e s t i n g  w ith  fo p s  and g ra v e -d ig g e rs ,  
who would n o t ,  o r  co u ld  n o t ,  p u t to  th e  t e s t  
h ie  u n c e r ta in  t i t l e  t o  th e  th ro n e ,  y e t  in  a  
moment o f  supreme agony ex ecu ted  d i r e  ven­
geance on hi© m urderous ©neay, a s  d id  Jam es, 
j u s t l y  o r  u n ju s t ly  on Cowrie? In  t h e i r  prlm y 
y o u th , a l l  th e  S tu a r t a ,  a© mean a s  th e y  were* 
had a  c e r t a in  b eau ty  and glam or f u l l  o f  prom ise 
w hich was a s  s u re ly  b la s te d  by th e  s e c r e t  
can k er o f  p e rf id y *  James I  was n o t w ith o u t 
i t* • • • H e  was a s tu d e n t ,  w e ll- in fo rm e d , om  
m ight say  le a rn e d ,  f i t  t o  have been a t  W itte n - 
b e rg , o r e lse w h e re , w ith  H am let, o r  a© H a m le t* 0
To th o se  who would o b je c t  to  com paring th e  n o b le  Dane to  a crooked
and p e rv e r s e  k in g , o u r a u th o r  r e p l i e s  t h a t  he i s  sp eak in g  o f  th e
James and th e  Hamlet o f  1587, who were n o t th e  same a s  a  decade
la te r*  The g rand  s o l i l o q u ie s ,  he rem inds u s ,  b e lo n g  to  th e  l a t e r
Hamlet*®* T hat S hakespeare  p o r tra y e d  men and n o t m erely  ty p e s
i s  acco u n ted  f o r  by th e  f a c t  th a t  he p a in te d  w ith  h i s  m ind’ s  eye
focused upon in d iv id u a ls —a c tu a l  a rc h e ty p e s  in  r e a l  l i f e ,  some
f e a tu re s  o f  whom m ight be m odified*
8 0 , a s  X co n ceiv e  Hamlet to  have been 
w r i t t e n ,  S h ak esp eers  made him, a t  f i r s t ,  
p e rh ap s  a l to g e th e r  Jam es, b u t ,  a s  h is  own 
so u l and re a so n  e n te re d  more and more In to
th e  co n tem p la tio n  and e v o lu tio n  o f  th in  f a v o r i t e  
o h a r a o te r ,  Hamlet grew in  s p e c u la t io n ,  i f  n o t 
in  c h a r a c te r ,  w ith  each  to u c h , more life© th e  
p la y e r  and l e s s  l i k e  th e  P r in c e , and hence nob­
l e r  and g ran d e r th a n  aver*®**
Our a u th o r  p o in ts  a ls o  to  acme ev id en ces in  th e  p la y  i t s e l f  
which he b e l ie v e s  con firm  h i s  view  t h a t  James was th e  p ro to ty p e  
of Hamlet# In  th e  a c c e p te d  v e rs io n  o f  th e  dram a, based upon th e  
Second q u a r to ,  Hamlet a s  we d isc o v e r  from  h is  c o n v e rs a tio n  w ith  th e  
g ra v e -d ig g e r , i s  s t a te d  to  be t h i r t y  y e a rs  o l d % and he r e c o l l e c t s  
well "Poor Y o rio k ,” whose wS k u ll now h a th  l a i n  you , 1* th e  e a r th  
th re e  and tw enty  y e a rs * w For what re a s o n , Jo h n sto n  in q u i r e s ,  d id  
the p la y w rig h t s e t  th e  age o f  Hamlet a t  t h i r t y  year® in  th e  f i f t h  
a c t ,  when e v e ry th in g  in  th e  e a r l i e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  p la y  In d ic a te  
th a t  he was ab o u t te n  y e a rs  y o u n g e r? ^  He resolve®  t h i s  d is c r e p ­
ancy by p o in t in g  o u t t h a t  in  th e  F i r s t  Q uarto , th e  a u th o r  mss
w rit in g  w ith  h i s  eye upon a you th  o f  tw en ty ; th e r e f o r e ,  In  t h a t
VQTBion$ e v e ry th in g  i s  c o n s is te n t  w ith  t h a t  view o f  him# "B u t,"  
he c o n t in u e s ,  "when th e  l a s t  Hamlet was w r i t t e n ,  th e  p ro to ty p e  
bad become a man o f  t h i r t y ,  and t h i s  f a c t  l a  so im pressed  upon 
the  a u th o r 's  mind t h a t  he sa y s  s o ."  S h a k e s p e a re 's  r e v is io n  was 
c h ie f ly  by a d d i t io n s  and in te r p o la t i o n s  in  language and th o u g h t, 
and he f a i l e d  to  a l t e r  th e  passage© in  th e  e a r l i e r  p la y  which 
p o in ted  to  and i l l u s t r a t e d  Ham let'©  y o u t h J o h n s t o n  n o te s  a l s o  
an I n t e r e s t i n g  c ircu m stan ce  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  names o f two
c h a ra c te r s  who ap p e a r  l a  H am let. H o sen o ran ts  wbb th e  nmm o f  th e  
governo r o f  B ergen , b e fo re  whom BothwaXl was ta k en  a f t e r  h ie  oap- 
to re  l a  1587 j and o n e , M# O u l la n s ta rn ,  was o l ta d  by Mary a s  one 
o f  th e  w itn e s s e s  to  B othw ell** a l le g e d  d ea th -b ad  c o n fe s s io n  In  
1576, when, a s  she c la im s , he ex o n e ra ted  h e r from a l l  co n n e c tio n  
w ith  h e r  husband’ s m urder. He su g g e s ts  to o ,  t h a t  O p h e lia ’ s 
eulogy o f  " th e  b eau teo u s  M ajesty  o f  Denmark'’ was a p ro p e r  t r i b u t e  
to  nueea Mary in  1586, a t  f o r ty - f o u r ,  and even more m  a t  th e  
tim e o f  B a rn ley ’ s d e a th , "b u t a  s t r a in e d  com plim ent to  th e  m other 
o f a man o f  t h i r t y ,  whose o v e r - r ip e  cinema would s c a rc e ly  have 
s t i r r e d  to  f r a t r i c i d e  ’ t h a t  a d u l t e r a t e  b e a s t , 1 who seemed to  have 
so u g h t, th ro u g h  g u i l t ,  th© woman a© much a s  th e  <iueeiuwd5
In  a lm o st the f in a l  paragraph, our author sirvaorlaes h is  
e n t i r e  th e o ry  w ith  re sp e c t  to  Hamlet, the main fe a tu r e s  o f  which 
a re  a s  fo llo w s#  In  1566 o r  1587 there e x is te d  a stron g  m otive  
on th e  p a r t  o f  the E nglish  Government to  foment hatred a g a in st  
Blary, <<,ueen o f  Soots# I t  was a l s o  Important t h a t  young James be 
tu rn ed  a g a in s t  h e r ,  to  which end every in s tru m e n t o f  corrupt 
diplom acy was used# S ince  i t  was th e p r a c t ic e  o f  the time to  
employ th e  s ta g e  to  a c c e n tu a te  p o l i t i c a l  a c tio n  and to  prom ote 
p e rso n a l en d s , i t  i s  not su rp r is in g  th a t a play should appear, 
th e  p lo t  o f  w hich was s t r ik in g ly  s im ila r  to  the murder o f  Darnley# 
The sc en e ry  o f  the c o u n try , th e  customs o f  the p eo p le , and the
% 1 4 . . P* sis*
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c h a r a c te r i s a t i o n s  o f  Im p o rtan t p erso n a  in  th e  p la y , su g g e s t 
S co tlan d  r a t h e r  th a n  Denmark; anti numerous a l lu s io n s  I n d ic a te  th e  
e s s e n t i a l  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  p lo t s  o f  llaml.et w ith  D arn ley vs  murder* 
f i n a l l y t s a y s  o u r c r i t i c ;
•••Jam es and Hamlet p o s s e s s , w ith  a l l  t h e i r  
s u p e r f i c i a l  d if fe re n c e ® , rem arkab le  and r a d i c a l  
p o in ts  o f  resem blance in  c h a ra c te r*  X have on* 
deavored  to  show t h a t  Hamlet m ust be th e  l ik e n e s s  
o f  a  r e a l  man* ifhaa "Hamlet* was f i r s t  w r i t te n  
in  1586, he was tw en ty  y e a rs  o ld ,  and so  was 
Jam es; whan James reach ed  t h i r t y ,  th e  p la y  was 
r e - w r i t t e n ,  and l o t  Hamlet has become t h i r t y  
a l s o ,  The c u r io u s  c ircu m stan ce  t h a t  be keeps 
a t« p  in  y e a rs  w ith  James c o r ro b o ra te s  th e  p rob­
a b i l i t y  t h a t  i t  was Jamas who s a t  f o r  th e  
p o r t r a i t  o f  TTazalet*™*
An a p p r a i s a l  o f  Jo h n sto n * © S hakespearean  s tu d ie s  I s  n o t an 
easy ta sk *  I lls  work was warmly p r a is e d  by e n t h u s ia s t i c  a d m ire rs , 
e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  S o u th ; and com petent s c h o la r s  and c r i t i c s  in  
th© E a s t a l s o  ex p re sse d  them selves in  a h ig h ly  fa v o ra b le  manner 
concern ing  th e  s t u d i e s • Thomas MoCaleb, a L o u is ia n a  a n th o lo g is t ,  
d e c la re s  t h a t  h ie  work " p la c e s  him among th e  f i r s t  fthafeespearean 
s c h o la r s  o f  th e s e  t im e s ” 5®? and th© e d i to r  o f  a  p rom inent S o u th ern  
q u a r te r ly  m agazine, r e f e r r in g  to  t h i s  volume and o th e r  w orks o f  
th e  a u th o r , a s s e r te d  t h a t  th e y  " j u s t i f y  beyond q u e s t io n , th e  
p r a is e  u s u a lly  acco rd ed  to  th e  honored p re s id e n t  o f  Tulane ’ n lv a r s i t y  
as one o f  th e  fo rem o st l i t e r a r y  a m  o f  th© South*"®® O ther
ft? I b id *• pp* Z2X-ZZZ*
Worm& U oCaleb, Tha. lohI-aIaiui. Book, Mew York: J* J* L i t t l e  and 
(to*, 1694, p« £47*
W illiam  and Mary Q u a r te r ly * J a n , ,14998, V ol. V I, p* SCO,
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expression©  o f  s im i la r  c h a ra c te r  a re  on re c o rd  In  S o u th ern  pub** 
l l o a t l o n s  w hich have devo ted  t h s l r  c h ie f  e f f o r t s  tow ard an a tte m p t 
to  e v a lu a te  th e  works o f  S o u th ern  au th o rs#  I f  a  s e c t io n a l  lo y a l ty  
has som etim es caused  th e  a u th o rs  o f  th e s e  estim ate©  to  push  i t s  
sons and d a u g h te rs  to o  f a r  upward-* ~as o b v io u s ly  I t  has***© u s e fu l  
purpose i s  se rv e d  n e v e r th e le s s *  A f te r  making a l l  n eo easa ry  
allow ances*  we a re  j u s t i f i e d  In  b e l i e v l a  t h a t  th e s e  a p p r a i s a l s  o f  
S ou thern  l i t e r a r y  men I n d ic a te  th e  Im pact o f  th e s e  f ig u r e s  upon 
th e  c u l tu r e  o f  th e  South*
However, Jo h n sto n  was n ev e r w ith o u t ad m irin g  c r i t i c s  in  o th e r  
s e c t io n s  b e s id e s  h ie  own; and th e  fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n ts  r e v e a l  th e  
a t t i t u d e  o f  some im p o rta n t s c h o la r s  and l i t e r a r y  men tow ard hi® 
P ro to ty p e  o f  Hamlet and o th e r  S hakespearean  Problem s %
Vv* T. H a r r i s ,  an  em inent a u th o r  o f  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  work© and th e  
i n t e l l  c t u a l  le a d e r  o f  th e  e d u c a tio n a l p ro fe s s io n  in  th e  U n ited  
S ta te s  f o r  n e a r ly  fo u r  d e c a d e s ,^  a s s e r te d  t h a t  i t  was a v a lu a b le  
a d d i t io n  to  S h akespearean  l i t e r a t u r e  and to  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m * 7® 
P ro fe s s o r  Lounabury o f  Y ale w ro te  th e  a u th o r  a s  fo llo w s :
I  was g la d  to  f in d  you h o ld in g  th e  same 
f e e l in g  ab o u t PaoBeth t h a t  I  do»#**l was 
much s tr u c k  by your argum ent w ith  re g a rd  to  th e  
f i r s t  Hamlet* To rao i t  seems th e  s t r o n g e s t  
p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  ev idence  In  fa v o r  o f  th e  
S h akespearean  au ttio ro h lp  o f  th a t  p ro d u c tio n  
w ith  which I  am f a m il ia r # 71
^C am bridge  H is to ry  o f  American L i t e r a tu r e ,  e d i te d  by W# P * .T re a t 
and "Ut'Trirs; rgToTa : T o B f r  T?T?77XXBm'* Bona, me, -Later 
n a t io n a l  L ite ra tu re ,* *  X>t* XX, p p . S3Q-237*
7®W* T# H a r r is  to  B e lfo rd  and Co*, p u b l is h e r s ,  Jan# 16, 1691.
71T. K# Lounsbury to  W« P* Jo h n s to n , Deo* 8 , 1890*
P rofo& sor Moses C o lt T y le r  o f  C o rn e ll mas e q u a lly  com plim entary  j
Your h a n d lin g  o f  th e  s u b je c t  in  f u l l  o f  
wisdom9 and in  form you h a p p ily  p re s e rv e  th e  
g r e a t  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t r u e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  eo many 
o f  which a r e  now crowded in to  th e  background 
o r  oven under ground by th e  U t i l i t a r i a n s *  
n o th in g  co u ld  be f i n e r ,  a s  a  p e n e t r a t in g  and 
j u s t  d i s p o s i t io n  o f  a fa s h io n a b le  n ostrum , 
th a n  your n e a t  and e f f e c t iv e  h a n d lin g  o f  th e  
B aconian th e o ry * ”2
Binoe th e  l a s t  c r i t i c  p a id  t r i b u t e  to  th e  a u th o r 1© tre a tm e n t 
o f  th e  B aconian th e o ry ,  i t  i s  p e rh ap s  p ro p e r  to  s t a t e  t h a t  c o n s id e r ­
a t io n  o f  J o h n s to n 1® d is c u s s io n  o r  th e  s u b je c t  was o m itted  from 
th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  because i t  b e a rs  o n ly  an  in c id e n ta l  r e la t io n s h ip  
to  th e  m ain id e a s  in  h i s  d is c o u rs e  and was d o u b tle s s  in tro d u c e d  
because th e  th e o ry  was th e n  a p o p u la r item  o f  c o n tro v e r s y * ^  How­
e v e r , th© r e a d e r  i s  l i k e l y  to  be im pressed  w ith  th e  t r u t h  o f  
T y l e r s  e s t im a te  on t h i s  p o in t*
The p re c e d in g  statem ent®  in d ic a te  t h a t  J o h n s to n 's  a b i l i t y  
as a s tu d e n t  and i n t e r p r e t e r  o f  S hakespeare  was a p p re c ia te d  and 
th a t  h i s  s tu d ie s  were re a d  and adm ired by i n t e l l i g e n t  persons*
Beyond a  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  th e se  fact®  we can h a rd ly  p ro ceed  w ith  
sa fe ty *  The company which p u b lish e d  h i s  volume o f e s sa y s  s u f fe re d  
bankrup tcy  ab o u t th e  tim e hi® work a p p e a red ; c o n se q u e n tly , th e  
book was d ep riv e d  o f  th e  p ro p e r  agency f o r  g iv in g  i t  a s a t i s f a c to r y  
c i r c u l a t i o n * ^  o th e r  h an d icap s a l s o  a rc  o b v io u s: th e  d is c u s s io n s
C. T y le r  t o  W* P« Jo h n s to n , Fob* 1 , 1891*
The l i s t  o f  works on th© s u b je c t  d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d  1® la rg e :
W* E b lsch  and 1* L* SohUoking, A U hakeapearc B ib liog raphy ;, O xford; 
C larendon P ro a s ,  1931, p p . 16B-TM 7 '
% .  P* Jo h n s to n , The Jo h n s to n s  o f  B a lla b u ry * p* l i e .
are*  f o r  th e  jaost p a r t*  l im i te d  In  coop© ana Ingenious* In  c h a r ­
a c te r s  and th e  a u th o r*  a lth o u g h  he waa a  com petent w r i t e r  and 
s c h o la r ,  was n o t an a u th o r i t y  on Shakeapearc*
CHAPTER XIII
BOOKS OF VERSE
I n  th e  y e a rs  from 1894 to  1898 Jo h n sto n  p u b lish ed  th r e e  
volumes o f  v e r s e .  Most o f  th e  poems Included  th e r e in  hod n o t 
been p r in te d  b e fo re  th e y  were b ro u g h t o u t p r iv a te ly  by th e  au th o r  
in  th e s e  b o o k s, which w ere designed  fo r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  among h is  
f r i e n d s .  The f i r s t  and l a r g e s t  o f  th e s e ,  My Garden W alk, con­
t a in s  a lm o st two hundred p ag es , and, a s  one may n o te  in  r e a d in g , 
in c lu d e s  co m p o sitio n s which d a te  from th e  a u th o r ’ s e a r ly  c o l le g e  
d ay s . Some o f th e s e  y o u th fu l e f f o r t s  p ro b ab ly  appeared  in  th e  
Bon Ton, t h a t  " b r ig h t  s o c ie ty  p a p e r ,"  to  th e  prom otion o f  which
Johnston  and h is  e n te r p r i s in g  c o u s in , W illiam 'W oolley , had once
devoted t h e i r  imm ature g e n iu s , much to  th e  a n x ie ty  o f Jo h n s to n ’ s 
f a t h e r . 1 However, t h i s  i s  b u t s p e c u la t io n ,  fo r  th e  most d i l i g e n t  
sea rch  by th e  p re s e n t w r i t e r  has f a i l e d  to  uncover a s in g le  i s s u e  
of th e  m agazine.
The volume i s  in s c r ib e d  to  h is  d au g h te rs  w ith  th e  fo llo w in g
d e d ic a to ry  so n n e t:
I  would my hand had s k i l l ,  my v o ice  had tu n e ,
To t e l l  In  numbers how my f u l l  h e a r t  b e a ts
With te n d e r  lo v e , and s t i l l  th e  them© r e p e a t s ,
When th in k in g  on kind N a tu re ’ s k in d e s t  boon,
^A. S . Johnston to  W. P. Johnston, May 16, 1849.
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S en t to  me e ’e r  my manhood’ s ro y a l  noon,
The g i f t  o f  c h i ld r e n ,  in  whose b e in g  m eets 
A l l  t h a t  p a te r n a l  p r id e  f o r e c a s ts  w ith  sw eets 
Born o f a m o th e r’ s lo v e , w ithdraw n to o  soon.
F a i r  buds th a t  from th e  Queen-Hose stem  have sprung 
—0 flo w er o f  M en beyond a l l  e a r th ly  p r ic e ,
You le a v e  us naugh t save memory’s f ra g ra n c e  f a i n t —
T h e ir  g e n t le  heads in  sorrow  lo n g  have hung,
C a tch in g  lo v e ’ s perfum e sw eet from p a ra d is e ,
Im m ortal m essage o f  s van ished  s a in t* s
C a rry in g  th e  symbol su g g ested  in  th e  t i t l e  in to  th e  fram e­
work o f th e  book, th e  a u th o r  mskes e ig h t  d iv i s io n s ,  g iv in g  to  each 
the  name o f  one o r  more f lo w ers  w ith  th e  obvious in te n t io n  o f i n ­
d ic a t in g  th e  c h a ra c te r  and to n e  o f each g roup . They a re  as fo llo w s : 
"B uds"; "B lossom s"; ’Wildwood F low ers"} "The H ose"; " M a rg u e rite s " ; 
"L au re l end M y rtle " ;  "Bram ble and B e rry " ; " V io le t s ,  P a n s ie s ,  and 
A sphodels."®  The "B uds," as  one m ight g u e ss , a re  some o f h i s  m ost 
y o u th fu l co m p o s itio n s ; th e  "Blossom s" a re  g ra c e fu l  com plim ents 
to  in d iv id u a l  l a d i e s ;  "YvTildw ood F lo w ers ,"  as  a su b -c a p tio n  i n d i ­
c a te s ,  are  mede up o f  b a l la d s ;  th e  a sso rtm en t in c lu d ed  in  th e  "H ose," 
as a n o th e r  and more u s e fu l  su b -c a p tio n  e x p la in s ,  c o n s is t s  o f 
m elodies and th r e n o d ie s ;  and th e  su cceed in g  f l o r a l  symbols in d ic a te  
groups in  which th e  dom inant to n e s  a re  v a ry in g  shades o f  th e  s e r io u s ,  
m ournfu l, and r e f l e c t i v e .
The poems in  th e  f i r s t  two d iv is io n s ,  as a n o ta t io n  r e v e a l s ,  
were w r i t te n  in  th e  y ea rs  1848-1852, a p e rio d  which a lm ost e x a c tly  
covers h is  tim e a t  c o l le g e .  In  th e  e r l i e r  group o f n in e  co m positions
% . P t Jo h n s to n , My Garden W alk, Few O rlean s : H an se ll and B ro th e r , 
1894, p . 4 .
5I b I d . ,  pp . 5 -8 .
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we f in d  such v a r i e ty  ag on© m ight ex p ec t from th e  mind and pen 
of en e a rn e s t  and th o u g h tfu l  c o l le g e  y o u th . '"E lysium ," " F a e r ie  L and," 
and "A nacreon to  H is L y re ,"  a t r a n s l a t i o n ,  r e f l e c t  th e  in f lu e n c e  
of h is  S tu d ie s .4 "The Broken Bough," an e a s i ly  d e te c te d  compound 
d e riv ed  from L ongfellow  and Poe, r e v e a ls  some su ccess  in  e x p e r i­
m e n ta tio n , as  th e  b eg in n in g  s ta n z a  w i l l  show:
To a l i l y  in  a dream ,
S to o p in g  by a s u l l e n  stream  
V e s ta l  h o ly , bend ing  low ly  
By a slow  and s u l le n  s trea m ,
Speke an o ak -b raneh  s e re  and r iv e n ,
By th e  s l o t h f u l  c u r r e n ts  d r iv e n  
M idst th e  sedges on th e  edges 
Of th e  slow end s u l l e n  s tream ,
VShere f tw es d r i f t e d  by th e  su rg es  
S ig h in g  m elanoholy  d i r g e s ,5*
A nother poem id e a l i z e s  th© Texas home o f  h is  f a t h e r ,  th e  
th o u g h ts  o f which so o f te n  occupied  him th ro u g h o u t h i s  young man­
hood, The f i r s t  few l i n e s  le a v e  no doubt t h a t  "The P la n ta t io n  
Home" i s  th e  China Grove p ls n ta t io n ,w h e re  in  th e  m idd le y ea rs  o f 
the  cen tu ry , he sp e n t p le a s a n t  v a c a tio n s  w ith  G eneral Jo h n sto n :
I  know a f a i r  p la n ta t io n  home, s e t  in  th e  f a r  
so u th w e s t,
In  a land  o f  r a r e r  b eau ty  th a n  Araby th e  B le s t ,
A ru d e  and lo g b u i l t  c o t ta g e ,  h a l f  h id  amid 
th e  t r e e s ,
v,hich s ig h  and k i s s  w ith  perfumed l i p s  th e  
seab o rn  even ing  b re e z e ,
Peeps from  th e  ta n g le d  f o r e s t ,  where i t  m eets 
th e  p r a i r i e  w ide 
And th e  l i v e  oak and th e  m esq u ite  grow 
k in d ly  s id e  by s i d e , 6
* Ib lq . ,  p p . 1 7 -19 , 23 .
? lb ^ d . ,  p * 30 •
I b i d , p , 15.
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And th e r e  i s  one o th e r  poem which s p r in g s  from  th e  a u th o r 's  
i n t e r e s t  i n  T ex as , In  "The Texas M o th e r 's  Lam ent," w r i t te n  on 
New T e a r 's  Day, 1854, he r e l a t e s  a t r a g i c  s to r y  o f  a young boy 
who was m urdered by In d ia n s  a f t e r  he had m an fu lly  defended h is
mother and h e r  sm a lle r  o&Uldren.^ A n o te  by th e  p o e t s t a t e s\
th a t  ab o u t f i f t e e n  y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  poem was composed, an i n c i ­
dent s im i la r  to  i t s  s to r y  was re p o r te d  as  having  happened in  
n o r th e rn  T e x a s .8
In  th e  second group o f  poems, th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  rom an tic  
poets  o f  th e  e a r ly  n in e te e n th  ce n tu ry  i s  e v id e n t . The l i t t l e  
p ie c e , "M ild re d ,"  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  s tro n g ly  su g g e s ts  an I n s p i r a t io n  
from B y ro n 's  "She Walks in  B eau ty ."  Not© th e  f i r s t  s ta n z a  of 
J o h n s to n 's  poem:
When M ild red  moves, come c lo u d le s s  s k ie s  
And a i r s  w i l l  perfum e f i l l e d ,
O r, i f  a c loud  perchance should  r i s e ,
Her g la n ce  I t s  gloom w i l l  g i ld * 9
One l i n e  In  th e  p ie c e  we may be re a so n a b ly  su re  th e  young a u th o r
borrowed In  p a r t  from h is  beloved H am let:
The c l i f f s  look  b e e t l in g  down.10
I t s  s i m i l a r i t y  to  an e x p re ss io n  from h is  f a v o r i t e  p la y  i s  to o
marked to  be a c c id e n ta l :
IlbAil* > PP* 25-28 . 
pl b l d , , p , 183.
i  ^ 0
. * . th e  d r e a d fu l  summit o f  th e  c l i f f  
That b e e t l e s  o ’ e r  h i s  b ase  in to  th e  s e a . 11
The o th e r  poems i n  t h i s  s e c t io n  a re  s im i l a r  in  to n e  and s u b je c t  
to  "M ild re d ."
In  composing th e  b a l l a d s  which make up th e  "Wildwood -Flowers"
Johnston  drew h i s  s u b je c t s  and I n s p i r a t i o n  from a v a r i e t y  of
so u rc e s .  "The Death o f  D an ie l Boone" and "The Bloodwet Glove" a r e
im i ta t io n s  o f  e a r l y  E n g lish  b a l l a d s .* 2 "The Witch" e x h ib i t s
s t ro n g  to u c h es  o f  Poe and C o le r id g e  in  rhythm , to n e ,  and im agery . 13
S tan zas  Two and Three a r e  good examples:
She vexed me w ith  dreams a t  th e  m id n ig h t ,
And b o re  me away to  th e  s t a r s ,
The w andering , m a le f ic  s t a r s ;
She se e th e d  me in steam o f  th© la v a  
That b o i le d  from Heol*'*s red s o a r s .
She b u i l t  me a bower o f  moonbeams,
With a dome l i k e  Kubla Khan’s 
A p leesu re-dom e weird as th© K han 's 
But doubt i t  th e  doorway s tood  s e n t ry ;
H is pass-w ord was, "T ru s t  i s  n o t  m a n 's ."
"The C s v a l i e r ' s  Sword" i s ,  a s  i t s  t i t l e  s u g g e s ts ,  a poem in  th e
c a v a l i e r  manner o f  Lovelace and S u ck lin g , opening w ith :
My m is t r e s s  i s  th e  bonny b la d e  
I  wedded w ith  my h a n d .1*
"Mary, Queen o f  S o o t s ' , F arew ell"  i s  d e r iv e d  from a French p iece
with th e  same them e. 15 "The Song of O laf" i s  a v ig o ro u s  v ik in g
% l l l i a m  S h ak esp ea re ,  Hamlet e d i te d  by J . Q. ^dams, Houghton 
M iff i n  C o .,  New York, 1939,' Act I ,  So .TV, 11. 70-71.
J o h n s to n , Mjr Garden Walk, pp. 39-44 .
T T Ib id .,  pp. 45-47 .
i £ E 3 Z ‘ » P- 4 e -5I b l d . .  pp . 51-53.
b a l l a d , 10 one l ln e ,-o f  w h ich ,
N u rs l in g  o f  storm  and m aelstrom , 
p a ra p h ra s e s  an e x p re s s io n  i n  S h e l le y ’ s "The C l o u d " T o  P yrrha" 
i s  a Roman b a l l a d ,  which th e  a u th o r  found in  H orace; 17 and "The 
Argo," which i s  by f a r  th e  p o e t ’ s lo n g e s t  achievem ent in  b a l la d  
making, r e - t e l l s  th e  a n c ie n t  s t o r y  o f  Jaso n  and th e  Golden 
F le e c e , 10 ;
The poems co n ta in e d  in  th e  f o u r th  d iv i s io n  o f  th e  volume 
are  d ee p ly  p e r s o n a l  in  c h a r a c t e r .  The a u th o r ’ s f i r s t  w ife  was 
e v id e n t ly  th e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of most o f  them—p o s s ib ly  o f  a l l  ex­
cep t an e le g y  devoted  to  h i s  son A lb e r t .  "The Rose," a b r i e f  
th ren o d y , p ro b ab ly  r e f e r s  to  Mrs. Jo h n s to n ,  though one o f  th e  
p o e t’ s d a u g h te rs  may have been th e  s u b j e c t . 19 " lo v e ’ s Mqrning 
S ta r , "  "C hris tm as  C o u r t in g ,"  "T ran sm u te tio n ,"  " S t e a d f a s t , "
"Queens o f  th e  P a s t , "  and " p i v i n e s t  o f  ?*omen" a r e  o b v io u s ly  
t r i b u t e s  to  th e  w ife  o f  h i s  y o u th ;2^ "The C onso ler" 21 ®ay r e f e r  
to  h e r ,  b u t  i s  p ro b ab ly  d i r e c te d  to  th e  second M rs, Jo h n s to n .  
Whether th e  sorrow s in d ic a te d  in  th e  poem e re  th o se  o f  h i s  l a t e r  
l i f e  when he l o s t  s e v e r a l  members of  h i s  immediate fa m ily  as  
w ell as  o th e r  p e rso n s  d e a r  to  him, o r  a re  th e  g r i e f s  o f  an e a r l i e r  
tim e, th e  r e a d e r  can n o t  d e te rm in e .  He may p e rc e iv e  o n ly  t h a t  
th e  sorrow s a r e  heavy and th e  com fort s t r o n g .
l o S I L
o-iXniu.*
pp . 54-55 . 
p .  56. 
pp . 57-70. 
p .  72. 
p .  7 3 f f .
p. 81.
. th e n  anguish  w r in g s ,  when sorrow s t h r i l l ,
My burden thou  d o s t  s h a r e ,
Thy v o ic e  h^ th  a r t ,  th y  hand h ^ th  s k i l l ,
To b a n ish  ©very Qf<re.
The o th e r  poems r e f e r r e d  to  a r e  more d e f i n i t e  In  t h e i r  sug ­
g e s t io n ;  f o r  example, th e  f i n a l  atsn&a o f  "L o v e 's  Morning O ta r 's
My clouded y o u th , f o r l o r n  and dim,
F e l t  i t s  f i r s t  q u ick en in g  in  th y  r a y ,
Then b u r s t  in to  i t s  morning hymn, 0#>
P r e s c i e n t  o f  jo y  and g lo r io u s  d a y . - '
o r  th e  open ing  s ta n z a  o f  "S tead fc s t* 1:
A ll  t h e  homage my whole h e a r t  could re n d e r
Vas l a i d  a t  th y  f * e t  in  our y o u th ,
with a p a s s io n  p u re ,  c o n s ta n t  and t e n d e r ,
And a t r u s t  i n  th y  c r y s t a l l i n e  youth
In  "The Young Huntsm an," th e  a u th o r  p i c tu r e s  h i s  deceased
son a s  he lo v  d b e s t  t o  th in k  o f  him—-A lbert, th e  s t a lw a r t  young
h u n te r ,  who s h o t  d e e r  in  th e  m ountains n e a r  L ex in g to n . 34
Ah y es!  You would know hi® , t h i n  f lan k e d  
and broad s h o u ld e re d ,
Ta 1 , s t r a i g h t  a s  a s a p l in g ,  s t r o n g ,  s u r e ­
f o o te d ,  e a g e r ;
H ere, a s  e lse w h e re ,  th e  f a t h e r  em phasizes th o s e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  body 
and s p i r i t  in  which the  la d  resem bled h i s  d i s t in g u is h e d  g ra n d fa th e r  
and namesake. Th^t th e  youth d id  n o t  ta k e  to  th e  form al e d u c a tio n  
as g iven  by th e  c o l le g e s  w*e a d isap p o in tm en t t o  h i s  f a t h e r . 3^
In o th e r  re a p  c t s  th e  son a p p a re n t ly  measured up t o  h i s  hopes .
22
23ZW4.., p .  73 .
34lfa,lfl,. , P * 32 •
g fc lh H . , pp. 8 3 -84 .
W. P . Jo h n s to n  to  J . P a v la ,  September 9 , 1878, i n  Rowland,
Iflffnrann,JDaxla., V ol. V I I I ,  p . 2 7 .
His a b i l i t y  »s a h u n te r  Jo h n s to n  p r a is e d  to  h i s  f r i e n d ,  J e f f e r s o n  
D a v is ;2® and even i n  th e  o b i tu a r y  l e t t e r  which th e  bereaved f a t h e r  
and © other d i r e c t e d  to  t h e i r  friend®  co n cern in g  th e  d ea th  o f  
. A lb e r t ,  a t r i b u t e  i s  paid  to  h i s  prowess in  th e  ohase*®^
S ix  o f  th e  e ig h t  poems i n  th  n ex t s e c t io n  which b e a r s  th e
neme o f  " M a rg u e r i te s ,"  a r e  ad d ressed  to  women. "My Lady," "By
Lady*s Heme," "The 4ueen ,"  " L i t t l e  Lady," and "Sweet M a rg u e r ite "
a re  c h e e r f u l  in  t o n e . 28 "The L i t t l e  Lady," a p l a y f u l  d i t t y  o f
two s t a n z a s ,  resem bles  s im i l a r  poems o f  some o f  th e  l i z a b e th a n s
and t h e i r  i m i t a t o r s .
L i t t l e  la d y ,  why deny me?
Why so coy and I  so eager? 
f r i e n d s h i p ' s  d i e t  i s  too  meagre;
I f  you t r u s t  me, why n o t  t r y  me?
I ' l l  be t r u e ,  a s  th o u  a r t  d e a r e s t ;
T e l l  me, f e i n t  h e a r t ,  what thou  f a i r e s t ?
Po n o t  f l y  me; why n o t  t r y  me?
" L i f e ' s  Puzzle,** from which w© quote  th e  1 s t  s t a n z a ^ i s
e le g ie o :
But 0 how long  th e  hours seem,
How d>rk th e  l i t t l e  sp a ce ,
£nd l i f e  how l i k e  m ugly  dream,
U n lig h ted  by h e r  f a o e . 30
"B y ae t tu s  M il l"  i s  a b r i e f  e x p re s s io n  o f  lo w - s p i r i t e d  m o o d*31 
The t i t l e  may have bean su g g es ted  to  th e  au th o r  th rough  h i s  a c ­
q u a in tan ce  w ith  a n c ie n t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  o r  th e  su g g e s t io n  may h ve
fSjbia.
ond Loss D. Jo h n s to n ,  O b itu a ry  L e t t e r # 
^ J o h n s t o n ,  Mjr Garden Walk, p .  9 0 f f • 
f ^ I b i d . ,  p .  96.
* $ m . 9 p .  92.
TbTd. .  p .  93.
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come from M ilto n * s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  m oun ta in*32 What th e  e x p e r ­
ience was t h a t  induced h i s  f e e l i n g  i© n o t  c le a r*
In  " V e t iv s r "  th e  p o e t p r a i s e s  th© f r a g r a n t  p l a n t  r o o t 3^ t h a t  
i s  s t i l l  so g e n e r a l ly  d isp la y e d  in  th e  perfume shop® o f Hew 
O rlean s .
th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  s ix t h  g roup , "L a u re l  ©nd M y r t le ,"  i s  g e n e r ­
a l l y  t h a t  o f  v ig o ro u s  hero ism . In  " F le t c h e r  o f  S a l to u n ,"  "John 
M i t c h e l l , "  "The Farmer*s O range," end " th e  S t r i k e  Ifnded," i n d ig ­
nan t p r o t e s t  I s  d i r e c te d  toward s o c i a l  I n j u s t i c e  ©ad p o l i t i c s !  
ty ra n n y .**4 "Summer Musing©," " D e fe a t ,"  "The Golden Ag e ,"  end 
"The P a t r i o t  P o u th ,"  r e v e a l  th e  perp lexed  and so rrow ing  s p i r i t  
of © mind and h e a r t  d eep ly  s t i r r - d  fey th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  con­
quered S o u th . 35 Of one o f  t h e s e ,  Thomas Helson Page w rote  th e  
au th o r:  "*The Golden Age* has long  been a f a v o r i t e  of mine among
the  few b e s t  American ly r io © ." 3^ S t i l l  ©nother poem r e l a t i n g  to  
th e  sorrow s o f  th e  S o u th , "The Grfctysburg Dead," I s ,  as  th e  
au th o r  a s s e r t s  i n  e n o t e ,  "an answer t o  th© t h r e a t  to  plough up
ia«
the Graves o f  Conf© derates b u r led  a t  G e t t y s b u r g . " T h i s  d iv i s io n  
c o n ta in s  a l s o  a so n n e t  in  p r a i s e  o f  P a t r i c k  Henry?8®nd "Th© Torch 
o f L ib e r ty , "  a hymn g l o r i f y i n g  America *s unquenchable s e a l  f o r
32John M il to n .  P a ra d is e  R egained , In  Complete Poems, e d i te d  by 
F . A. Pa t t  or son ̂ e i iP f o r E T  y T ’S’. C r o f t8 8 n d C o ; ,T 9 3 9 ,  Bk.IV,
11. 247-249.
?“W. ? .  J o h n s to n ,  My Garden w alk , p . 90. 
p . lO O ff.
55 5 j Z . ,  p .  1 1 3 f f •
N. Pag© to  W. P. Jo h n s to n ,  O c t. 19, 1894.
S7W. P . J o h n s to n ,  My Garden Walk, pp. 117-119.
38 I b i d . , p.  122.
freedom**®—‘to  which th e  a u th o r ,  a p p a re n t ly  w ish in g  n o t to  appear 
i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  appended th e  d a te  o f  i t s  co m p o sitio n , 1854#
The poems o f  th e  seven th  g roup , "Bramble and B e rry ,"  a re  
v a r ie d  i n  s u b je c t  and c h a r a c t e r ,  so t h a t  i t  i s  im p o ss ib le  to  
re -g ro u p  them f o r  pu rposes  o f  d i s c u s s io n .  The s i n g l e  q u a l i t y  
o f  s e r io u s n e s s  r e l a t e s  them to  each o th e r .  F i r s t  i n  th e  num­
ber i s  "The M a s te r ,"  which th e  au th o r  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  as  an 
im i t a t i o n ,  th e  i m i t a t i v e  f e a t u r e  b e in g  p ro b ab ly  th e  q u e s t io n  
and answer method employed. Some y e a rs  b e fo re  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  
of  M£ Garden V.slk. i t  appeared  in  th e  Century M agazine. 4®
Q,. T e l l  me 0 Seget What i s  th e  t r u e  id e a l?
A• A man I  knew,—a l i v i n g  so u l  and r e a l .
Q,. T e l l  me, my f r i e n d !  who was t h i s  m ighty  m aste r?
A. The c h i ld  o f  wrong, th e  p u p i l  o f  d i s a s t e r .
Q,. Under what t r a i n i n g  grew h i s  l o f t y  mind?
A. To co ld  n e g le c t  and penury r e s ig n e d .
What honors crowned h i s  works w ith  w ea lth  
and p r a i s e ?
A. P a t ie n c e  and f a i t h  and love  f i l l e d  a l l  h i s  d a y s .
Q,. And when he d ied  wh t  v i c t o r i e s  had he won?
A. Hope and h u m i l i ty —h is  work w e ll  done.
Q. What mourning n a t io n s  g r iev ed  above h i s  b ie r ?
A. A so rrow ing  eye dropped th e r e  a lo v in g  t e a r .
But H is to r y ,  th e n ,  w i l l  c o n s e c ra te  h i s  s le e p ?
A. H is name i s  l o s t ;  a n g e ls  h i s  reco rd  k ee p . 41
O ther poems in  t h i s  d iv i s io n  in c lu d e  th e  fo l lo w in g :  "The
Keturn o f  Y outh ,"  an o p t i m i s t i c  m e d i ta t io n  upon th e  p a s s in g  o f  
m en's l i f e ;42 "The French M arke t,"  a l o c a l  c o lo r  n a r r a t i v e  in  
easy cadence , co n ce rn in g  a sw aggering young b u l ly  o f  mixed L a t in
% b l d . .  pp . 103-103.
TTCentury M agazine. A p r . ,1 8 0 4 , V ol. XXVII, p . 899. 
.iv ;. p . J o h n s to n ,  My garden  TfimUe. p . 130.
I b i d . .  pp . 131-133.
b lo o d , whose b e l l i c o s e  im pulses  b rough t him t o  a t r a g i c  e n d ;4®
—"The S k y la r k ,n a g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  b i r d —s im i la r  t o  o th e r  
l y r i c s  w ith  th e  some s u b j e c t —aa a symbol o f  th e  s o a r in g  human 
s p i r i t ;44 "E v o lu t io n  ana C r e a t io n / 1 an e f f o r t  a t  c o n t r a s t i n g  th e  
p o s i t i o n s  o f  th e  e v o l u t i o n i s t s  and th e  r e l i g i o n i s t s  r e g a rd in g  th© 
c r e a t io n  o f  th e  e a r t h , —w ith  th e  a u th o r ’ s b ia s  f a v o r in g  th e  l a t ­
t e r ; 4® "The E p i t a p h / ’ a s t i m u la t in g ,  h a l f - p l a y f u l  t r i b u t e  to  a 
d ep a rted  f r i e n d  o f  h i s  y o u th ; 46 and two very  b r i e f  b u t p le a s in g  
l y r i c s ,  "The S ealed  B o o k / '4  ̂ and "To G e r t ru d e ," 4® Inc luded  a l s o  
i s  a t e n d e r  po m o f  b e n e d ic t io n 4^ e v id e n t ly  ad d ressed  to  an  i n ­
f a n t  c h i ld  o f  S en a to r  R an d a ll  Gibson, a s  th e  fo l lo w in g  l i n e s  su g g e s t :
C h ild  o f  my c h o ic e s t  f r i e n d ,  who n e x t  my h e a r t  
S in ce  y o u th ’ s b r i g h t  prime I ’ve worn, nor 
found him l e s s  
I n  l o y a l t y  and lo v e  th an  h o n o r’ s c o re l
sp . tf W- ♦  ̂ &
And may th y  noon b la z e  l i k e  th y  noble  s i r e ’ s 
Who, c o n sec ra te d  in  th e  cause of t r u t h ,
Did s t re n u o u s  s e r v ic e s  on th e  t e n te d  f i e l d  
And l a t e r  b rough t h i s  l a u r e l s  to  th e  board 
Where wisdom c o u n se ls  f o r  th e  good o f  s t  t e .
Thine be h i s  e lo q u en ce , h i s  s e n se ,  h i s  t r u t h ,
H is f i n e  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  h i s  p ruden t th o u g h t;






p . 140. 
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One o th e r  poem, "The l i v e  Oak," a l s o  be longs  to  t h i s  d i v i s i o n . 50 
I n s p i r e d ,  no d o u b t,  by th e  many f in e  specimens o f  t h i s  t r e e  which 
he saw on eve ry  hand in  so u th e rn  L o u is ia n a ,  th e  p o e t ta k e s  i t  a s  
a symbol o f  th e  South and g l o r i f i e s  i t s  s t r e n g th  and d u r a b i l i t y .
The f i n a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  th e  volume c o n ta in s  se v en teen  r e f l e c t i v e  
poems, a l l  o f  which a r e  concerned w ith  th e  th o u g h ts  and moods o f  
th e  p o e t as  he m e d i ta te s  upon th o se  q u e s t io n s  w ith  which p h i lo s o p h e rs  
have been  e v i r  o cc u p ied . In  a few I n s ta n c e s ,  he develops id e a s  
b e long ing  to  pagen p h ilo so p h y . "The B u t t e r f l y , "  "Carp© Diem,"
" L e th e ,"  and "L otus Land" a r e  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e . 5**- To th e s e  may be 
added "The T hane’ s S a y in g , " 52 8 p a ra p h ra s in g  o f  a p o e t i c a l  p a s s ­
age in  Bede’ s accoun t o f  th© co n v e rs io n  o f  Edwin. 55 The rem ain ing  
poems r e f l e c t  th e  t r u e  to n e  of  J o h n s to n 's  s p i r i t ,  which was 
s t r o n g ly  anchored in  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  A l l  o f  them a re  s o b e r ,  th o u g h t­
f u l ,  and h o p e fu l ;  snd t h e i r  deep r e l i g i o u s  tone  i s  marred n e i t h e r  
by somberness n o r  l i g h t  optim ism .
The poem, " R e s t , " 54 i s  n o t  an expression , o f  th e  a u t h o r ’s s p i r i t  
in  i t s  b e s t  mood, b u t  from th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  p o e t ic  s u g g e s t io n  I t  
i s  one o f  th e  b e s t  i n  t h i s  g roup . The f i r s t  and t h i r d  s ta n z a s  a re  
g iven h e re :
R? I b ld . ,  pp. 150-152. 
r^TSTT. , p .  1 5 9 ff  •
s S f S ! - » P* 168*tF. Iv• B r ig h t ,  Anglo-Saxon D eader, re v is e d  by J . R. H u lb e r t ,  New 
m rk :  Henry H o lt  and C o ., 1935, p .  64.
W. P . Jo h n s to n ,  Mjr Garden Walk, p . 163.
Here l e t  me r e s t  among th e s e  grand o ld  m oun ta ins , 
Whence flowed th e  p a r e n t  s tream  t h a t  f i l l e d  
th e s e  v e in s ;
The r i v u l e t  r e tu r n s  unto  th e  f o u n ta in s ,
Weary o f  w andering in  th e  wide spread  p l a i n s .
He $  Jic *  $  3(c sfc. $  $  Jje jfc- jfc 3|£ J t  Sf: $  jfc J$C
Here l e t  us r e s t  w ith  th e  b lu e  v a u l t  above u s ,
Where yon grey  m ountain r e a r s  i t s  c loud-capped  head; 
Here may we fan cy  t h a t  th e  a n g e ls  love  u s ,
And Hope, long  b u r ie d ,  may r i s e  from th e  dead .
The l a s t  two poems, "The Fear o f  Death" and " E u th a n a s ia ,"
a re  e x p re s s io n s  in s p i r e d  by a co n tem p la tio n  o f  d e a t h a n d  as
re g a rd s  t h e  n o b i l i t y  o f  s p i r i t  m a n ife s te d ,  th e y  b e a r  fa v o ra b le
comparison w ith  s im i l a r  com positions  by more d is t in g u is h e d  p o e ts .
"The F ear  o f  D ea th ,"  a l th o u g h  s o f t e r  in  to n e  th a n  Browning*s
" P ro s p ic e ,"  may w e ll  have been in s p i re d  by i t ,  and th e  language
r e v e a ls  in  p la c e s  th e  obv ious in f lu e n c e  o f  o th e r  E ng lish  poems.
What i s  t h i s  f e a r  o f  dea th?
I s  i t  th e  d y ing ,
The gasp o f  th e  l a s t  s t r u g g l in g  b r e a th ,
When l i f e  i s  f ly in g ?
The fa d in g  memory o f  t h i s  world o f  so rrow ,
The dark  fo re b o d in g  o f  s f e a r f u l  morrow?
I s  i t  th e  beaded brow,
The eye t h a t  g la z e s ,
The once s t r o n g  arm, so f e e b le  now;
The unknown mazes 
Of th o s e  d read  cham bers, from whose low ering  p o r t a l s  
R e tu rn  no more r e t r e a t i n g  f e e t  of m o r ta ls ?
I s  i t  t h a t —a l l  f o r g o t ,
Ho loved one keep ing  
Sad, t e n d e r  watch above th e  sp o t 
Where we l i e  s l e e p in g —
IVe s h r in k  to  th in k  upon th e  e a r t h ly  p i l lo w ,
The v o t iv e  u rn ,  th e  sod , th e  pendant w illow ?
65Ibld .. pp. 175-181.
S t r i v e  to  f o r g e t  th e  g r i e f  
O’ e r  d ea th  t h ^ t  l i n g e r s  
The choking so b s ,  th e  f a r e w e l l s  b r i e f ,
The p ic k in g  f in g e r s  
T hat seem to  weave, in  some sad v a c a n t  manner,
A b la zo n  f o r  d e a th ’ s overhang ing  banner#
F o rg e t  them, f e e b le  Mant 
But oh , rememberI 
T h a t ,  le a p in g  from our narrow span ,
The f a d in g  ember 
F la s h e s  from ash es  toward a b l i s s  s u p e rn a l ,
I n  sp aces  i n f i n i t e  and realm s e te rn a l#
"E u th a n a s ia "  may have been suggested  to  th e  a u th o r  by an e x p re s s ­
ion in  th e  f o r t y - f o u r t h  number o f  th e  T a t l e r , "Give me b u t  a g e n t le  
d e a th :  E u th a n a s ia ,  E u thanasia  i s  a l l  t h a t  I  im p lo re#"5^ Jo h n s to n ’s
poem i s  i n  d ia lo g u e  form w ith  M iles  and O le r lc u s  d e b a t in g  th e  d e s i r ­
a b i l i t y  o f  sudden and g lo r io u s  a©5th  in  b a t t l e  on th e  one s id e ,  and 
a more q u ie t  manner o f  d e p a r tu re  on th e  o th e r ;  and w ith  Sap iens 
p a s s in g  upon th e  argum ents w ith  th e  judgment t h a t  th e  tim e and man­
ner o f  d e a th  a rd  o f  l i t t l e  im portance , f o r ,
The so u l  p rep ared  s ta n d s  l i k e  a rock  
’G a in s t  b a t t l e ’ s s t r o k e  o r . te m p e s t  shock;
The s c a f f o ld  and th e  hemlock bough 
Shake n o t i t s  l o f t y  s e l f - c o n t r o l ,
Nor s u p e r s t i t i o n ’s gloomy f e a r s ,
P in n in g  d e e th Ts te r ro r©  in  i t s  e a r s .
I t  knows t h a t  He who gave us b re a th  
Giv>s a l i k e  b le s s in g  in  our death#
The d eep ly  r e l i g i o u s  q u a l i t y  o f  J o h n s to n ’ s s p i r i t ,  m a n ife s te d  
in  My Garden w a lk # dom inates th e  two sm all volumes o f  v e rse  whiph 
he b ro u g h t o u t l a t e r #  In  th e  y ea r  fo l lo w in g  th e  appearance of h is
56The T a t l e r , 44 , in  B r i t i s h  E ssa y is ts*  (& v o l s ; )  ed i te d  by A lexander 
Chambers, Hew York: B. S e rg e a n t ,  1869, Vol# I I ,  p . 57.
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f i r s t  book o f  poems, he p u b lish ed  P ic tu r e s  o f  th e  P a t r i a r c h s  end
O ther Pq©ms, which he d e d ic a te d  to  Mrs* Jo se p h in e  T.ouisse Newcomb
*as th e  m em orial o f  m  c a d e n t  f r i e n d s h ip  and o f  h e r  b e n e f ic e n c e
end wisdom shown in  g i f t s  f o r  th e  h ig h e r  e d u ca tio n  o f  th e  women o f
Hew O rlean s* f*°'? A fu sjjhe r  t r i b u t e  i s  pa id  t o  Mrs* ftcwoomb in  th e
f i r s t  poem, a so n n e t ad d ressed  to  h e r :
Them th  t  th e  Lord r e s e r v e s  f o r  goodly  deeds ,
He tem pers In a f f l i c t i o n ’ s fu rn a ce  f i r e s ,
And t r e a t s  as  d ro ss  t h e i r  s o r e s t  human n e e d s ,
B urn ing  to  a sh es  a l l  t h e i r  v a in  d e s i re s *
Quenching in  t e a r s  th® h o t so u l  t h t  a s p i r e s .
He on th e  a n v i l  l a y s  th© th ro b b in g  h e a r t
And sm ite s  i t ;  t h i s  i t s  s tu b b o rn  g r a in  r e q u i r e s
To fa s h io n  i t  f o r  u se ;  th e  t h r i l l ,  th e  sm art ,
The sh ap in g  blow re v e a l  th© Maker’ s  a r t*
From f lam e , from f o r c e ,  from f lo o d ,  Hi® hand
w ithdraw s
Th* e l a s t i c  s t e e l  t o  do a worthy p a r t ,
And in  a s e r a p h ’ s hind to  se rv e  th e  M a s te r ’s
c a u se ,
Supple and s t r o n g  as  th e  Hamaecus b la d e ,
For G od 's b e s t  uses  md h is  w a rfa re  mad®***®
The f i r s t  group o f  poems, vhioh g iv e s  th e  volume I t s  t i t l e ,
c o n s i s t s  o f  f i v e  d ram a tic  s t o r i e s  o f  e a r ly  Jew ish  l e a d e r s ,  each
being c e n te re d  upon a s i n g l e  In c id e n t*  The f i r s t  fo u r  a r e  in
s t a t e l y  b lank  v e r s e ,  and th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  M il to n  i s  e v id e n t  in
th e  language and s t y l e .  Something o f  th© g r e a t  p o e t ’ s  d ig n i t y  i s
p re s e n t  in  a l l  o f  them. For example, not© th© fo llo w in g  passage
from "The C a l l  o f  'b raham ":
Hia eyes were toward th e  O r i e n t ,  whoa© b r ig h t  g a t e s ,
On golden  h in g es  t u r n in g ,  showed th© dawn,
? .  J o h n s to n ,  P ic tu r e s  o f  t h e  P a t r i a r c h s , Mew O rlean s :  F . F , 
H n s e l l  and Bro*, I&95, pT W7 
°®I b i d . * p .  5*
A n g e lic  s e n t i n e l ,  whose m ailed  hand 
Unbarred th e  p o r t a l s  o f  th e  sh in in g  l a s t .
Hope l i k e  a diadem, s o t  on h i s  brow,
And in  h i s  gaze beamed f o r t h  f  u H - h e a r t e d - J o y ,
Love, e x p e c ta t io n ,  r e v e re n c e ,  and f a i t h . b9
The second poem, "Abraham’s G u e s t , ’*6^ i s  a d i d a c t i c  s t a r y  
w ith o u t  b i b l i c a l  fo u n d a t io n .  "The M arriage  o f  I s a a c  and Kebekah"6*̂ 
i s  an extended d ram a tic  r e - t e l l i n g  o f  th e  s to r y  as  g iven  in  G e n e s is . 
"The B u r ia l  o f  J a c o b ," 62 which fo l lo w s  th e  Old Testam ent a cco u n t,  
d i f f e r s  from th e  p rece d in g  poems in  t h a t  a s e r i e s  o f  rhymed cho­
ru s e s  e r e  in t e r s p e r s e d  among p o r t io n s  o f  the  n a r r a t i v e .
One o th e r  poem, "Samson," "As sung by th e  d a u g h te rs  o f  Dan," 
belongs to  t h i s  s e c t i o n . 63 C ast in  s t a t e l y  b u t  v ig o ro u s  rhymed 
q u a t r a in s ,  th e  song re c o u n ts  th e  ev en ts  of th e  P h i l i s t i n e  h o l i ­
day which reached  t h e i r  c lim ax  in  Samson’ s d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  h im se lf  
and th e  assem bled h o s t .
The second p a r t  o f  th e  book i s  devoted to  "New V ers ions  o f  
the  P sa lm s."  The d i v i s i o n  opens w ith  a so n n e t ,  "The Harp o f  
D av id ,"64 fo l lo w in g  which th e  p o e t ’ s re n d e r in g s  o f  s e v e r a l  o f  
the  Psalms i n t o  rhymed s ta n z a s  a re  g iv e n .  There a r e  n in e  of 
th e s e :  Psalms 4 ,  23, 25, 36, 67, 103 ( p a r t s  1 and 2 ) ,  111, and 
116 .65 Although on ly  one o f  th e  poems, "Psalm 1 1 6 ," 66 I s  d e s ig ­
nated  a s  a p a ra p h ro s e ,  most o f  them fo llow  r a t h e r  c lo s e ly  th e
j ? h b i a . . pp . 11- 12 .
”9T5Id. , pp . 15-17 .
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p ie c e s  from whioh th e y  o re  d e r iv e d ,  f o r  example, "Psalm ,25,” 67 
th e  two open ing  s ta n z a s  o f  which a r e  quoted h e re :
To Thee, 0 Lord, I  l i f t  my s o u l ;
My God, I  t r u s t  i n  Thee;
L e t me n o t  f e e l  my f o e ’s c o n t r o l ,
H is trium ph over me.
T ea , l e t  n o t  them t h a t  f e a r  Thy name 
O bedient to  Thy law s,
For Love o f  Thee be pu t to  shame,.,
Or s u f f e r  w ith o u t  cause*
I n  some i n s t a n c e s ,  however, th e  p o e t ’ s re n d e r in g  i s  t r u l y  a 
new v e r s io n  r a t h e r  th a n  a c lo s e  p a ra p h ra s e ,  e s  i n  th e  ca se  o f  
th e  m ost f a m i l i a r  "T w en ty - th ird  P sa lm ,"6® th e  f i r s t  s ta n z a  o f  
which fo l lo w s :
What m ighty shepherd le a d s  th e s e  f lo c k s ?
I t  i s  th e  Lord;
No ro b b e r  from th e  lo n e ly  ro o k s ,
With sp e a r  and sword,
S h a l l  b u r s t  th e  b a r r i e r ,  b reak  th e  fo ld  
H is  arm p r o t e c t s ;
S a fe  i s  th e  c o v e r t ,  s t ro n g  th e  hold 
Where he d i r e c t s ;
And, t h e r e f o r e ,  n o th in g  can I  l a c k ,
H is  eye and hand s h a l l  guard my t r a c k .
The t h i r d  and f i n a l  d iv i s io n  o f  th e  book i s  c a l l e d  "D evo tiona l 
V erse ,"  and c o n ta in s  n in e  poems which commend th e  e f f i c a c y  o f  
C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  "The Beloved P h y s ic ia n " 6® p r a i s e s  t h e  s p i r i t  
and s e rv io e  o f  th e  a p o s t l e  Luke. "The Ladder" 70 e x to l s  th e  com fort 
and s t r e n g th  d e r iv e d  from work, p a t i e n c e ,  love  and f a i th *  L a te r ,
! Z l b l d . ,  pp . 51-52. 
a® I i2 d . ,  pp. 48 -4 9 .
I b i d . .  pp. 66-67 . 
70I b l d . * p. 68.
i t  was p u b l is h e d  w ith  o th e r  p ie c e s  in  t h a t  s e c t io n  o f  th e  l i b r a r y  
fi£, S o u th e rn  L i t e r a t u r e  devoted to  Jo h n s to n  and h i s  work*7*' "The 
P r i s o n e r  o f  ^ a r ” ?2 was d o u b t le s s  I n s p i r e d  by h is  own p r is o n  ex­
p e r ie n c e  a f t e r  th e  War. Four s ta n z a s  in c lu d in g  th e  l a s t  a r e  g iven  
h e re :
And war smote hard  w ith  sev en fo ld  sco u rg e ,
Which mangles where i t s  sh a rp  la s h  f a l l s ;
D efea t drove to  d e s t r u c t i o n ’s verge  
The c a p t iv e  o f  th e s e  p r is o n  w alls*
Alone w i th in  t h i s  s i l e n t  c e l l ,
Caged in  by look  and i r o n  b a r ,
Where s ta n d s  d e s p a i r  as  s e n t i n e l  
F a i th  cannot see  H ope 's  tw in k l in g  s t a r —
$  $  *  *  $  %  *  *  *  J*I S$t m $  V  $  $
Ahi What a v a i l s  now r e c t i t u d e ,
Or what t h i s  s tu rd y  h e a r t  o f  oak,
When, in  t h i s  lo n e ly  dungeon mewed,
I  l a y  I t  b a re  o f  s h ie ld  and cloak*
I f ,  th e n ,  my Lord s ta n d s  by my s id e ,
And t h i s  to r n  b r e a s t  H is love  s h a l l  b in d ,
My i l l s  I  b l e s s ,  and s h a l l  ab id e  
With p a t i e n t  h e a r t  and so u l res igned*
"F o rg iv en ess” 73 d e p i c t s  b r i e f l y  th e  p o e t ' s  s t r u g g le  to  a t t a i n  th e
f r e e l y  f o r g iv in g  a t t i t u d e  commended by C h r i s t i a n  d o c tr in e *  Four
of th e  rem ain in g  poems, " C h r i s t  i s  A l l , ” "Our H ope,” ”The A l l -
S u f f i c i e n t , ” and ”The P e r f e c t  R e s t , ” e r e  devoted to  th e  same
theme: the power o f  C h r i s t  i n  th e  human s p i r i t . 74 In  "H eaven 's
^ L i b r a r y  o f  S ou thern  L i t e r a t u r e ,  e d i te d  by r . A. Alderman and 
J o e l  C. H a r r i s 7  A t l a n t a : M a rtin  and Hoyt, 1909, Vol. V II ,  pp. 3813-
P . Jo h n s to n ,  HJUUlums. fif. th e  P a t r i a c h s ,  pp. 69-70.
' ° l b l d . , p p .71*
n  e
H o sta g e ,"  which was in s p i r e d  by th e  d ea th  o f  th e  a u t h o r ’s on ly  
son , we have th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  an u n r e b e l l io u s  s o u l ,  who con­
te m p la te s  h i s  l o s s  a s  an agency o f  d iv in e  benevo lence . The t h i r d  
s ta n z a  i s  q u o te d :
He h a th  an h o s ta g e  ta k en  
To l u r e  us to  h i s  f e e t ;
We a r e  n o t a 11- fo r s a k e n ,
S in ce  t h e r e  we soon s h a l l  meet 
Him in  h i s  youth end b e a u ty ,
0 n o b le ,  w h i te ,  young s o u l ,
That t ro d  th e  pa th  o f  du ty  
And r ig h te o u s  s e l f - c o n t r o l .
In  IS 93 Jo h n s to n  p u b lish ed  h i s  t h i r d  and l a s t  volume o f  v e r s e ,  
Seekers  A f te r  God. A ll  o f  th e  f i f t y - tw o  poems except th e  l o s t  
one e r e  s o n n e t s ,  t h i r t y - t w o  b e in g  in  th e  E nglish  form end n in e ­
te en  i n  th e  I t a l i a n .  In th e  opening  poem, th e  au th o r  pays a te n d e r  
and a f f e c t i o n a t e  t r i b u t e  to  h i s  s i s t e r ,  H e n r ie t ta  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n ,  
to  whom th e  volume i s  d e d i c a t e d .7^
S eekers  A f te r  God, l i k e  i t s  p re d e c e s s o rs ,  i s  d iv id e d  in to  
s e c t i o n s .  The f i r s t  o f  th e s e  i s  th e  "P rologue" c o n ta in in g  t h r e e  
so n n e ts  which e x p re s s  th e  w r i t e r ’ s love  o f  p o e t ry  and g l o r i f y  
th e  theme to  which th e  volume i s  d e v o te d . '77 jn  th e  f i v e  poems 
of th e  second d i v i s i o n ,  "The Windows of Heaven," th e  p o e t m a g n if ie s  
th o se  a t t r i b u t e s  of man and th o s e  ag en c ie s  a f f e c t i n g  h i s  l i f e — 
re a s o n ,  o b ed ien ce , f a i t h ,  law , and I n s p i r a t i o n —which l i f t  him
; r i b l d . .  pp . 76-77 .
W. P . Jo h n s to n ,  S eekers  A f te r  God, L o u i s v i l l e :  J .  P . Morton and
Cq . ,  1390, p . 7 .
I b i d . , pp . 11-13.
tow ard an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  d iv in e  t r u t h «70 The poems o f  th e
t h i r d  s e a t i o n ,  ’At th e  B a r r i e r s , ” a r e  devo ted t o  anumber of. pagan
p h i lo s o p h e r s  whose s e n s i t i v e  and th o u g h t fu l  s p i r i t s  come n e a r
to  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n  i d e a l s . 7® Three so n n e ts  a re
g iven  to  Scor t e s  >nd on© each to  P y th a g o ra s ,  S o ip io ,  J u l i u s
C a esa r ,  C ic e ro ,  Seneca , I p i c t e t u s , and Marcus A u re l iu s .  " E p ic t e tu s , "
which i s  on© o f  th e  b e s t ,  i s  quoted h e re :
S lav e  o f  th e  s la v e  o f  t h a t  s t i l l  b a s e r  s l a v e ,
Who, hav ing  a l l  t h i n g s ,  worshipped s e l f  a lo n e ,
N ero , in  whose fo u l  b r e a s t ,  a s  in  a g ra v e ,
F e s te re d  e l l  In fam ies  born o f  a th ro n e  
On© E p ic t e tu s ,  a poor c r ip p l e  shone 
Upon a darkened world a s  s h in e s  a s t a r  
Through a dim, clouded dawn, and , to  th e  moan 
Of human p a in  t h a t  w elled  up n ea r  and f a r ,
P o in te d  in  s i l e n c e  to  h i s  scourge  md s c a r ,
Or spoke to  f a i n t i n g  h e a r t s ,  "Who would be s t r o n g , —
Balm f o r  th e  s o r e s  o f  p eace , th e  wounds o f  w i r —
Must l e a r n  t o  s u f f e r  and to  do no wrong."
His w ords , h i s  l i f e ,  to  men a le s s o n  g'Vg 
T hat m ;de A u re l iu s  p a t t e r n  on th e  s i e v e . 00
In  th e  f o u r th  s e c t i o n ,  "The Eye© U n se a le d ,” th e  a u th o r  p r e s e n ts
p i c t u r e s  o f  fo u r  a : o s t l e s ,  two to  fo u r  so n n e ts  b e in g  devoted to
ea ch .8 * John th e  B a p t i s t  i s  th e  s u b je c t  o f  two, Simon P a te r  o f
f o u r ,  "au l o f  t b r  e ,  and S t .  John th e  P-ivine o f  two. The purpose
of eaoh group I s  to  r e v e a l  th e  s u b j e c t  in  d i f f e r e n t  s p i r i t u a l  
a t i t u d e s  induced by v r i e d  e x p e r ie n c e s .  For example, P e te r  i s  
p resen ted  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  s i t u a t i o n s :  le a v in g  h i s  n e t s  to  b com©
a d i s c i p l e ;  c o n fe s s in g  the  M aster when th e  o th  r  d i s c i p l e s  h e s i ­
t a t e d ;  denying  h i s  I,ord a f t e r  th e  C r u c i f ix io n ;  end s ta n d in g  In  th e
™ I b i d . ,  pp . 17-21 . 
Z?T 5Id . .  pp. 25 -34 .
alY5I3p, PP .  .57-47.
r a d ia n c e  o f  h i s  t r a n s fo rm in g  ex p e r ien ce  a t  P e n te c o s t .8/"
Th© f i f t h  d i v i s i o n ,  " P i lg r im s  o f  th e  G ro ss ,"  c o n ta in s  an 
a s so r tm e n t  o f  p i c t u r e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  c h a r a c te r s  b e lo n g in g  to  v a r io u s
Q3
e r a s .  Some a r e  devoted to  g e n e ra l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  o rd e r s  end 
c l a s s e s ,  a s  "The S a in t  o f  th e  D e s e r t ,"  "The K night f r r e n t , "  ’The 
B e n e d ic t in e ,"  "The F r a n c i s c a n " F o r g o t t e n  S a i n t s , "  and " S a in t s  
o f  T o d a y . "34 <|»ke rem ainder e r e  p o r t r a i t®  o f  in d iv id u a ls s  th e
m arty red  Monk, Ta)em schus; th e  beg g a r . L aza ru s ;  Columbus; I g n a t iu s  
L oyola; Hugh L a t im e r ;  John W esley; Jamies M a r t in e tu ;  and Bishop 
P a t t i s o n . 8® Four ^ re  devoted to  contem porary p e rso n s :  one to
th e  beloved  Dr. B. y.  Palmer o f  Mew O rle a n s ;  another*—w r i t t e n  on
i
tfcu d e d ic a t io n  o f  th e  Heweomb C ollege  Chapel~~to Sophie Kewcomb; 
and two o t h e r s ,  "To s  S a in t  on ^ a r th , "  and "To a S a in t  in  Heaven," 
which p ro b ab ly  r e f e r  to  th e  second F r a .  Joh n s to n  and to  th e  p o e t ’s 
f i r s t  » l f e . 86
A ll  o f  th e  te s t im o n y  re g a rd in g  J o h n s to n ’a church a f f i l i a t i o n  
in d ic a te s  t h a t  h« wr*s a lo y a l  and devout ©ember o f  th e  Kpiooopal 
Church. T h e re fo re ,  h i s  v ig o ro u s  t r i b u t e  to  John Wesley l a  some­
what re m a rk a b le j
85
o ^ Ib id . 
84T b H .
s s i f i a -.
se iE T J .
pp . 39*42. 
pp . 51 -71 . 
p .  5 2 f f .  
p .  5 1 f f .  
p .  6 4 f f *
C e n tu r ie s  o f  form ana dogma hsd o ’e r p a s t  
S in ce  C h r i s t  had shown men how to  l i v e  and d i e ,
And s a i n t s  had come ond gone, and now a t  l a s t  
R e l ig io n  cloaked c o n v e n t io n a l i ty .
The world was sunk i n  s e n s e —a l i v i n g  l i e —
And E ngland’ s easy  e t h i c s ,  f u t i l e  th o u g h t ,
C ast in  a mould o f  smug g e n t i l i t y ,
Deemed poor humanity a th in g  o f  n au g h t.
But u ndernea th  t h a t  r o t t e n  t h in  veneer 
Surged f i r e s  v o lc a n ic ,  born o f  human h a t e ,
T hat wrecked th e  o rd e r  and th e  idea  o ld ;
So a l l  seemed l o s t ,  b u t  t h a t  I t h u r i e l ’ s s p e a r ,
In  W esley’ s hand, unmasked th e  p o te n ta t e
Of H e l l ,  and warmed to  l i f e  men’ s h e a r t s  grown c o l d . 37
The volum e’ s v a l e d i c to r y  p ie c e ,  "The A bsolu t© ,” i s  a f i t t i n g  
cap s to n e  f o r  th e  o th e r  c o n te n ts  o f  Seekers  A f te r  Cod, f o r  i n  t h i s  
s o b e r ,  q u i e t  poem o f  e i g h t y - s i x  l i n e s  th e  w r i t e r ,  who i s  h im s e lf  a 
s e e k e r ,  r e v e a l s  th e  s p i r i t u a l  f r u i t s  o f  h i s  own e x p e r ie n c e .  T h is  
co m p o sitio n , w hich , a s  we have noted  e lsew h ere ,  was w r i t t e n  f o r  
th e  re u n io n  o f  h i s  c l a s s  a t  Y ale i n  1897, v o ic e s  th e  p o e t ’ s u n f a l ­
t e r i n g  t r u s t  In  th e  D iv ine  S p i r i t ,  who has m a n ife s ted  h im se lf  in  
th e  wonders o f  th e  U n iv e rse ,  and in  whose lo v e ,  man w ith  a l l  h i s  
f r a i l t i e s ,  s h a l l  r i s e  t r iu m p h a n t .8®
An e v a lu a t io n  o f  J o h n s to n ’s p o e try  I s  no t an easy t a s k .  A l­
though th e  a u th o r  m a n ife s te d  in  h i s  youth a s t ro n g  I n t e r e s t  In  
th e  w r i t i n g  o f  v e r s e  -nd gave e x p re s s io n  to  h i s  p o e t ic  Im pulses 
du r in g  h i s  c o l le g e  days and a f te rw a r d s ,  he a p p a re n t ly  had l i t t l e  
tim e f o r  c o n c e n tra te d  e f f o r t  In  t h i s  f i e l d  u n t i l  th e  l a t t e r  
y ea rs  o f  h i s  l i f e .  The d ram atic  e v e n ts  which in t e r r u p te d  th e  
normal c o u rse  o f  h ie  c a r e e r  and th e  subsequen t d i f f i c u l t i e s  and
8Zibia., p. so.
" T S T d . . pp . 76-81 .
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p e r p l e x i t i e s  which b e s e t  him f o r  a  s c o re  o f  y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  War 
were obv ious d iscouragem en ts  t o  p o e t ic  e n d e av o rs • To th e s e  c i r ­
cum stances must be added th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  b iog raphy  o f  h i s  
f a t h e r  engaged h i s  th o u g h t  and energy  f o r  a  h a l f  doaen y e a r s  
o f  t h i s  p e r io d .  His e l e c t i o n  t o  th e  p re s id e n c y  o f  Tul&ne Oni- 
v a r s i t y  marked th e  b eg in n in g  o f  a new day f o r  him. f o r t i f i e d  w ith  
a s u b s t a n t i a l  income and w ith  th e  su p p o r t  o f  lo y a l  f r i e n d s ,  he was 
f r e e d  o f  many o f  h i s  h arassm en ta . However, th e  work o f  o rg a n is in g  
and d i r e c t i n g  th e  new I n s t i t u t i o n  and th e  e f f o r t s  which he devoted  
t o  sh ap in g  e d u c a t io n a l  th o u g h t in  h i s  r e g io n  claim ed a l a r g e  p a r t  
o f  h i s  t im e  and a t t e n t i o n .  In  th e  l a s t  f iv e  y e a rs  o f  h i s  l i f e  he 
b rough t o u t t h r e e  volumes o f  v e r s e ,  p u b l is h in g  them p r i v a t e l y  f o r  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  among h i s  f r i e n d s .  The te s tim o n y  o f  th e s e  f r i e n d s ,  
some lt  w hich was g iv e n  in  l e t t e r s  t o  th e  a u th o r  and some in  
p u b lish e d  s ta te m e n ts ,  a f f o r d  th e  p r i n c i p a l  b a s i s  f o r  a p p r a i s in g  
body o f  v e r s e  w hich , had i t  appeared  under more a u s p ic io u s  circum ­
s t a n c e s ,  m ight have p le a se d  a l a r g e r  number.
Thomas Helson Page ex p ressed  h is  d e l i g h t  w ith  My Carden Walk 
and th e  memories which i t  in s p i r e d  o f  a s s o c ia t io n s  w ith  Jo h n s to n — 
- o f  th e  o ld  c o l le g e  campus and your home above th e  r i v e r  a t  
Lexington and a l s o  o f  a  l a t e r  home w ith  th e  sweet f ra g ra n c e  o f  th e  
f a r  t fo u th .” ®® The aged O l iv e r  K enda ll Holmes, a few months b e ­
f o r e  h i s  d e a th ,  acknowledged r e c e i p t  o f  th e  same volume a s
H. Page to  P. Johnston, O ct. 19 , 1894.
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f o l lo w s :  " I t  i s  a g r e a t  p le a s u re  t o  f in d  our S ou thern  w r i t e r s
becoming more n a t i o n a l  and more and more w ide ly  accep ted  as mem­
b e rs  o f  th e  l i t e r a r y  g u i l d . ” 90 P ro f e s s o r  Moses C o it  T y le r ,  r e f e r ­
r i n g  t o  P i c t u r e s  o f  th e  P a t r j a r o h s ;w r o te . "T h is  oholce  l i t t l e  book 
has been a r e f re sh m e n t  to  me to  reed  i t  th ro u g h , and p a r t s  o f  
i t  s e v e r a l  t im e s ,  as  th e  b e a u t i f u l  poem, ’Heaven’ s H o s ta g e ’? 9-** 
T y le r  p r a i s e d  a l s o  S eekers  A f te r  God, sa y in g  t h ^ t  he read  i t  "w ith  
th e  s p e c i a l  d e l i g h t  and u p l i f t i n g  which I  never f e e l  i n  r e e d in g  
v e r s e  u n le s s  i t  s p r in g s  from f a i t h  t h a t  M a tte r  s e rv e s  S p i r i t . ” 92 
P ro fe s s o r  Lounsbury was im pressed  w ith  th e  deep " s p i r i t u a l i t y  and 
broad c a t h o l i c i t y ” o f  th e  same w o rk .9®
In  th e  book rev iew  s e c t io n  o f  one o f  th e  numbers o f  th e  
W illiam  and Mary Q u a r t e r ly , th e  rev iew er a p p ra i s e s  Jo h n s to n  as 
one o f  th e  fo rem o st l i t e r a r y  men of th e  South and commends th e  
q u a l i t y  " o f  many o f  th e  l i n e s  t h a t  r in g  in  m usica l cadence in  
h is  P ic tu r e s  o f  th e  P a t r i a r c h s  and h i s  Garden Walk. " 94 H is 
l i t e r a r y  f r i e n d s  In  L o u is ian a  were kind In  t h e i r  comments a l s o .  
Mary A shley Townsend, a New O rleans p o e t o f  some r e p u ta t io n  in  her 
day, p ra is e d  h i s  poems h i g h l y ; 95 Thomas McCaleb, a L ou is iana  
a n t h o lo g i s t ,  c a l l e d  him a " l i t t e r a t e u r  and p o e t  o f  c o n s id e ra b le  
a b i l i t y " ; 95 P ro fe s s o r  F o r t i e r  in  h i s  com prehensive h i s t o r y  o f
??0. W. Holmes to  W. P . Jo h n s to n ,  J  ne 11, 1894.
QiM. C. T y le r  to  W. P. J o h n s to n ,  Apr. 5, 1897.
•'“ t v  t ja oa t onn9^ I b i d . , F*b. 28, 1899.
‘T . 1 K. Lounsbury to  W. P. Jo h n s to n ,  J a n .  10, 1899. 
gg w ill iam  and Mary Q u a r te r ly . V ol. VI, J a n . ,  1898. 
Q3 ?a ry  A* Townsend to  W. p .  J o h n s to n ,  Aug. 5, 1894.
Thomas McCaleb, The L ou is iana  Book, p .  247.
L o u is ia n a  m entioned him as b e in g  among th e  b e s t  known L ou is iana  
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p o e t s ;  Br* B rand t Dixon, who w ro te  th e  sk e tch  on Jo h n s to n  f o r  
th e  L ib r a r y  o f  S o u th e rn  L i t e r a t u r e , a s s e r t e d  t h a t  many o f  h i s  
poems were re c e iv e d  w ith  g r e a t  f a v o r ;  and o th e r  te s t im o n y  of 
s i  l i a r  c h a r a c te r  i s  a v a i la b le *
I n  n o t in g  th e  p re ce d in g  e s t im a te s  o f  Jo h n s to n ’ s v e r s e ,  we 
should no doubt make a llow ance  f o r  th e  f a v o ra b le  b ia s  o f  g ra c io u s  
f r i e n d s ,  b u t  we a r e  e q u a l ly  o b lig e d  to  reco g n ize  th e  s i n c e r i t y  
of  t h e s e  w i tn e s s e s ,  some o f  whom were h ig h ly  com petent c r i t i c s #  
However, r e g a r d l e s s  o f  any i n t r i n s i c  m e r i t  which t h i s  p o e t ry  may have , 
I t s  c h i e f  v a lu e  l i e s  perhaps i n  th e  c o n t r ib u t io n  which i t  made 
to  th e  encouragement o f  l i t e r a r y  a c t i v i t y  and c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t s  
in  t h e  South# The p o e t m odestly  d e c la r e s  in  th e  "Proem'* of  h i s  
f i r s t  volume t h a t  such a s e r v ic e  I s  h i s  p r in c i p a l  aim in  p u b l i s h ­
in g  h i s  v e r s e ; 9® and th e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  t h i s  d e c l a r a t io n  i s  supported  
by th e  whole rec o rd  o f  h i s  c h a ra c te r  and s e r v i c e ,  as  w e ll  as by 
th e  te s t im o n y  o f  o th e r s  co n cern in g  him*
97A lcee F o r t i e r ,  A H is to r y  o f  L o u is ia n a , (4 V o ls .)  New York: 
Mgnzi, J o y e n t ,  and* C o # , 1904,  V ol. IV, p# 262# 
pY Llbrary  o f  S o u th e rn  L i t e r a t u r e , V ol. V II ,  p# 2816#
9W. P. JoK nston , My; Garden W alk, P* 10
CHAPfXB XI?
PUBLISHED LECTURES
Throughout h i s  l i f e  Jo h n sto n  e x h ib ite d  c o n s id e ra b le  a b i l i t y  
a s  a p u b l ic  sp e ak e r and le c tu r e r *  A fte r  he became P re s id e n t  o f  
Tulane he r e c e iv e d  many i n v i t a t i o n s  to  re n d e r  s e rv ic e  o f  t h i s  
n a tu r e ,  e s p e c ia l ly  a t  th e  oasmenoe&ent e x e rc is e s  o f  r* y th e rn  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  and upon o th e r  o c c a s io n s  o f  an  ed u ea& tessi c h a ra c te r*  
Host o f  h i s  a d d re s s e s ,  th e r e f o r e ,  were devoted  to  d is c u s s io n s  o f  
th e  e d u c a tio n a l  problem s which co n fro n te d  th e  im poverished  and 
p e rp le x e d  South* A number o f  th e s e  a d d r e s s *  w ere p u b lish e d  in  
jo u rn a ls  and in  pam phlet form ; and an exam ina tion  o f  them re v e a ls  
on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  au th o r  a c l e a r  p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
a t  hand and a d i s p o s i t io n  to  d e a l w ith  them in  a  d i r e c t  manner*
To a  s e c t io n  w hich had a lm o st no w e l l - e s ta b l i s h e d  and w e ll-s u p p o r te d  
c o l le g e s  o r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and few r e p u ta b le  p u b lic  h ig h  s c h o o ls ,  
he a d d re s se d  h i s  t a c t f u l  b u t f o r th r ig h t  e x h o r ta t io n s ,  s t r i k i n g  
a t  d e e p -s e a te d  p r e ju d ic e s  and a rg u in g  th e  n e c e s s i ty  f o r  e d u c a tio n  
and th e  o b l ig a t io n  o f th e  p u b lic  to  su p p o rt I t*  Only th ro u g h  
th e  develop e t  o f  a com petent e d u c a tio n a l sy stem , Jo h n sto n  r e ­
p e a te d ly  a v e r s ,  cou ld  th e  South  hope to  r e a l i z e  c u l tu r a l  amx 
economic b en e fit©  eq u a l to  th o se  o f  o th e r  se c tio n s *
In  Ju n e , 1884, Jo h n sto n  had th e  honor o f  making th e  f i r s t  
Commencement a d d re s s  a t  th e  n e w ly -e s ta b lish e d  U n iv e r s i ty  ox* T exas,
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sp e a k in g  on th e  s u b j e c t , "The U n iv e rs i ty ':  I t s  Dangers and th e
n
Remedies*” His opening rem arks were g r a c io u s ,  b u t  th e  main 
su b s ta n c e  o f  h i s  speech was c h a l le n g in g .  R e fe r r in g  to  th e  r a t h e r  
l i b e r a l  endowment w ith  which th e  u n i v e r s i t y  was b eg in n in g  i t s  
work, he a s s e r t e d  t h a t  I t  would n o t  be adequate  and p o in te d  to  
th e  o ld e r  and more w ea lth y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  th e  E a s t .  The y o u th ­
f u ln e s s  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  was no excuse fo r  i t s  la g g in g  beh ind  
lo n g e r  th a n  was n e c e s s a ry .  Speaking o f  Harvard In t h i s  c o n n e c t io n ,  
he s a id :
As f o r  i t s  a n t i q u i t y ,  though you may 
s t a r t  more th a n  two c e n tu r i e s  a f t e r  i t ,  I  
t r u s t  you do n o t mean to  rem ain t h a t  f a r  
b eh in d .  Remember t h a t  you r e p r e s e n t  a 
Commonwealth a s  populous as  M a ssa c h u se t ts ,  
an d , i f  n o t so r i c h ,  y e t  n i t h  th e  e lem ents 
o f  w e a lth  f a r  g r e a t e r . 2
And a g a in  on th e  same s u b je c t :
Your p r e s e n t  income, and I  do n o t  
speak i t  d i s p a r in g ly  or  d esp o n d en tly ,  i s  
b u t a  drop in  th e  bucket* I t  i s  th e  hon­
o ra b le  b eg in n in g  to  a m ighty  t o l l ,  to  
which th e  l a b o r s  o f  H ercu le s  were b u t 
c h i l d ’ s  p la y .*
With th e s e  and o th e r  v ig o ro u s  u t t e r a n c e s ,  he urged th e  f u l l e s t  
p o s s ib le  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  and p ic tu r e d  th e  p h y s ic a l  
p la n t  which th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  would need , h i s  d e s c r ip t io n  b e a r in g  
a s t r i k i n g  resem blanoe to  th e  s c h o o lf s p r e s e n t  a r r a y  o f  b u i ld in g s ,
P . J o h n s to n ,  "The U n iv e r s i ty ;  I t s  P e r i l s  and th e  R em edies,” 
A u s tin :  Warner and C o ., 1884.
I b i d . , p .  7 .
5 fbia. , p. io.
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Jo h n s to n  made th e  same f ra n k  and e a r n e s t  a p p e a l  f o r  th e  
s u p p o r t  o f  S ou thern  e d u c a t io n  upon o th e r  occasions#  In  a d d re s s e s  
which he d e l iv e r e d  to  th e  p a r i s h  s u p e r in te n d e n ts  o f  L o u is ia n a^  
and to  th e  L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  T each e rs ’ A sso c ia t io n ^  he p la c e d  
s t r o n g  em phasis upon th e  f i n a n c i a l  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  a good p u b l ic  
sch o o l system# Nor was he behindhand i n  u rg in g  th e  c la im s o f  
h i s  own U n iv e rs i ty #  Im m ediate ly  a f t e r  h i s  d e a th  one o f  th e  New 
O rleans p a p e rs  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  ’’C olonel Jo h n s to n  never  l o s t  an 
o p p o r tu n i ty  to  urge upon peop le  o f  w ea lth  i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  New 
O rlean s  to  g iv e  o f  t h e i r  means to  th e  cause o f  e d u c a t i o n ,” and 
c i t e d  th e  g i f t s  o f  Mrs* Newcomb a® evidence o f  th e  results#** 
However, Jo h n s to n  was f a r  from s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  re sp o n se  and 
d o u b t le s s  f e l t  t h a t  i f  lira* Newcomb and P au l T u lane , whose i n t e r ­
e s t  i n  th e  3 t a t e  was I n s p i r e d  by form er r e s id e n c e  t h e r e ,  cou ld  
g ive  so  g e n e ro u s ly  to  i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  th e  people o f  New O rleans 
c e r t a i n l y  should  be l i b e r a l  a lso *  In  th e  Commencement ad d ress  
which he d e l iv e r e d  a t  Tulane th e  y ea r  b e fo re  h i s  d e a th ,h e  took  th e  
peop le  o f  th e  c i t y  s e v e re ly  to  t a s k  on t h i s  sc o re  and c i t e d  th e  
l i b e r a l  b e n e fa c t io n s  which were b e in g  g iven  by w ea lthy  p e rso n s  
e lsew here  in  th e  c o u n t ry * ’
P# Jo h n s to n ,  "The Demand f o r  High Schools in  L o u i s i a n a ,” an 
a d d re s s  d e l iv e r e d  to  th e  Convention o f  P a r i s h  S u p e r in te n d e n ts  a t  
Lake C h a r le s ,  L o u is ia n a ,  June 28, 1893, New O rle a n s :  Graham and 
Son, pp* 15 -14 .
W. P« J o h n s to n ,  " S ta te  E d u ca tio n  a s  a F a c to r  in  C i v i l i z a t i o n , ” an 
ad d re ss  b e fo re  th e  L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  T ea c h e rs ’ A ss o c ia t io n ,  a t  New 
I b e r i a ,  L o u is ia n a ,  Dec. 28, 1893, Hew O rlean s :  Graham and Son,
1894, pp . 12-13 .
»Times-Democrat * J u ly  17, 1899.
W. P .  Jo h n s to n ,  Commencement A ddress, Tulane U n iv e r s i ty ,  June 30, 1898.
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l a  h l a  e f f o r t s  to  promote th e  su p p o r t  o f  ed u c a t io n  he had to  
con tend  n o t  o a ly  w ith  p o v e r ty  and apa thy  h u t ,  from some q u a r t e r s ,  
w i th  a  s t r o n g ,  h o s t i l e  p r e ju d ic e  a s  w ell*  On© id e a  he a s s a i l e d  
f r e q u e n t ly  and v ig o ro u s ly  was t h a t  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  was des igned  
f o r  r i c h  sum*a sons a t  th e  expense o f  th e  many* "The h a l l s  o f  
th e  t r u e  u n i v e r s i t y , "  he t o l d  h i s  Texas a u d ie n c e ,  "ho ld  th e  p u r e s t  
democracy on e a r th *  There th e  s o le  a r i s t o c r a c y  i s  th e  a r i s t o c r a c y  
o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t * " e  m  p o in te d  o u t  a l s o  t h a t  th e  r i c h  man cou ld  
ta k e  c a re  o f  h im s e lf  and t h a t  t o  him i t  m a t te re d  l i t t l e  w hether 
a good u n i v e r s i t y  e x i s t e d  c lo s e  a t  hand o r  no t*  lie had th e  means 
w ith  whioh to  send h i s  eons to  d i s t a n t  schoo ls*  I n  th e  ca se  o f  
th e  poor man*s so n , however, th e  sch o o l nea r  to  hi© home a f fo rd e d  
th e  o iily  hope o f  an e d u c a t io n *9 In  th e  l a s t  commencement a d d re s s  
which he made, Jo h n s to n  made a f i n a l  t h r u s t  a t  th e  Id ea  o f  th e  
U n iv e r s i ty * s  b e ing  a r i c h  man*s sc h o o l,  though by th e n ,  he a s s e r t e d ,  
such I n s in u a t io n s  were "w hispered In  o u t  o f  th e  way c o r n e r s "*^9 
The same p r e j u d i c i a l  Idea  e x i s t e d  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  p u b l ic  
h igh  schoo ls*  Jo h n s to n  was i n t e r e s t e d  In  th e  development o f  th e s e  
sch o o ls  n o t  o a ly  because o f  t h e i r  g e n e ra l  va lue  to  th e  s t a t e  bu t 
because th e y  were cap ab le  o f  becoming th e  p r i n c i p a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s
®b* P* J o h n s to n ,  "The U n iv e r s i t y :  I t s  P e r i l s  and th e  Bemediea,"
pp . 14-1S 
Jo h n s to n ,V •  Coinienceacnt A ddress, Tulane 0 * , 1698*
i n  which p e rso n s  m ight p re p a re  f o r  e n tra n c e  t o  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s *
In  an a d d re s s  t o  th e  S t a t e  T e a c h e rs1 A ss o c ia t io n  he r e f u t e d  th e  
id e a  t h a t  th e  h ig h  schoo l was a  r i c h  man’ s schoo l and th e  r e v e r s e  
v iew , whioh some perso n s  h e ld ,  t h a t  I t  was f o r  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  
th e  poor man’ s  c h i ld r e n :
Two c l a s s e s  o f  o b je c t io n s  a r e  r a i s e d  
a g a in s t  p u b l ic  h ig h  schoo l educa tion*  One 
i s  t h a t  i t  i s  a r i c h  man’s  s c h o o l ,  t o  which 
th e  poor man’ s c h i ld re n  canno t a f f o r d  to  
go , and f o r  whose i n s t r u c t i o n  th e y  have no 
use* The o th e r  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  th e  poor in n ’s 
s c h o o l ,  to  which th e  r i c h  man’ s c h i ld re n  do 
n o t  go, and f o r  which he shou ld  n o t  be o b l ig e d  
t o  pay tax es*  These o b je c t io n s  a re  s u i c i d a l ;  
b o th  canno t be t r u e ,  and in  f a c t  n e i t h e r  i s  
t ru e *  I t  i s  n e i t h e r  th e  r i c h  man’s schoo l 
no r  th e  poor man’ s* I t  i s  th e  c i t i z e n s * 
s c h o o l ,  in  which th e  S ta te  g iv e s  i t s  c h i ld *  
r e n ,  r i c h  or  p o o r ,  a  chance to  fin<d o u t 
w hether th e y  a r e  a b le  t o  e a t  o f  th e  t r e e  
o f  knowledge, w hether they  have th e  a p p e t i t e  
and t e e t h  and d ig e s t io n  to  s t r i p  th e  r in d  
and feed  upon th e  h e a r t  o f  i t * ^
J o h n s to n ’s d e fe n s iv e  u t t e r a n c e s  were b u t  i n c i d e n t a l ,  o f  c o u rs e ,  
t o  th e  main purpose  o f  h i s  e d u c a t io n a l  a d d re s s e s ,  which was to  
a c q u a in t  h i s  a u d ie n c e s  w ith  th e  c h a r a c te r  and o b j e c t i v e s  o f  h ig h e r  
e d u c a tio n  and t o  im press them w ith  th e  s e rv ic e  which th e  h igh  
s c h o o ls ,  c o l l e g e s ,  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  were capab le  o f  render ing*
I t  i s  worthy o f  n o te  t h a t  in  sh ap in g  h i s  id e a s  concern ing  edu­
c a t i o n a l  programs and p o l i c i e s ,  he d id  n o t r e ly  too  s t r o n g ly  
upon h i s  own knowledge and e x p e r ie n c e ,  whioh had been c o n s id e ra b le  
b e fo re  he came to  T u lane . On th e  c o n t r a ry ,  he sought th e  adv ice
P* Johnston, Address to  S ta te  T eachers’ A sso c ia tio n , 1893, p . 13 .
o f  such  men a s  h i s  form er schoo lm ates  a t  Y a le ,  Andrew 2)* 'Yihite, 
P r e s id e n t  o f  C o rn e l l ,  and D an ie l 0* Oilman, P r e s id e n t  o f  Johns 
Hopkins 5 and he made a number o f  tr ip©  t o  s c h o o ls  and u n i v e r s i ­
t i e s  in  th e  K orth  and E as t  t h a t  he m ight s tu d y  t h e i r  o r g a n i s a t io n s  
and o b je c t iv e s *
P r e s id e n t  Jo h n s to n  s t r o n g ly  advoca ted  th e  b roaden ing  o f  
c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  c u r r i c u l a ,  In  o rd e r  t h a t  th e  I n s t i t u t i o n s  
m ight m eet th e  demands o f  a changing o r d e r To d i s r e g a rd  th e  
needs o r  w ish e s ,  o r  even th e  p r e ju d ic e s  o f  p e o p le ,  and t o  o f f e r  
them what e d u c a to r s  m ight choose t o  th in k  was good f o r  them was 
n o t  th e  p a r t  o f  wisdom, ha a s s e r t e d  l a  a m  o f  h i s  a d d re s s e s :
I t  i s  n o t  good f o r  theig, i f  they  in  
nowise w i l l  a c c e p t  i t *  fa© i d e a l  u n iv e r ­
s i t y ,  th e n ,  a c c o rd in g  to  my view , i s  th e  
on© moat e x a c t ly  adap ted  to  th e  c o n d i t io n  
o f  th e  people  whom i t  i s  d e s ig n a te d  to  edu­
c a t e *14
He b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th© u n iv e r s i t y  shou ld  ho ld  som ething  f o r  th e  you th  
who was p re p a r in g  f o r  a b u s in e s s  c a r e e r  o r  f o r  th e  m echan ical a r t s  
and t h a t  i t  was u s e le s s  to  t r y  t o  convince him t h a t  th e  l i n e  o f  
s tudy  whioh p e rso n s  pursued to  become law yers  o r  m in is te r©  was 
s u i t e d  to  h i s  needs a l s o .
^ L e t t e r s  to  Jo h n s to n  from W hite, June 12, 1692, and fro© Oilman 
May 21, 1692, c o n ta in  th e  o p in io n s  o f  th e  w rite r©  co ncern ing  u n i ­
v e r s i t y  p o l i c i e s ,  which o p in io n s  were g iven  n t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  
J o h n s to n ,
?* Jo h n s to n ,  "The v.ork o f  th© U n iv e r s i ty  i n  A m erica ,” an 
a d d re ss  b e fo re  th e  South  C a ro l in a  C o llege  on CoMnonoement Day, 




A ll  t h a t  i s  l e f t  us i s  t o  d ec id e  w hether 
we w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  r e s t r i c t  our work o f  edu­
c a t io n  t o  th o s e  p e rso n s  p re p a r in g  f o r  th e  
p ro fe s s io n s *  by c o u r te s y  c a l l e d  lea rn ed *  o r  
e x te n d  i t  t o  o th e rs*  r e q u i r i n g  f u l l y  a s  much 
m e n ta l  acumen* c u l tu r e d  im agina tion*  and 
ac cu ra c y  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  method* For my own 
p a r t*  X m y  throw  open th e  d oo rs  o f  th e  
u n iv e r s i ty *  and p ro v id e  th e  e x a c t  c o u rse s  o f  
s tu d y  r e q u i r e d  f o r  th o se  who seek  to  c a r r y  
c u l t u r e  in to  o th e r  b ranches o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
a c t i v i t y #*53
T h is  p h ilo so p h y  w ith  r e s p e c t  t o  th e  aims and o b lig a tio n ®  o f  u n i­
v e r s i t y  e d u c a t io n  governed h i s  p o l i c i e s  in  shap ing  th e  program 
a t  Tulane# Sound educa tion*  he be liev ed *  could  be accom plished  
on ly  th ro u g h  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  th e  d iv in e  o r  p sy c h ic  u n i ty  which 
b in d s  to g e th e r  a l l  o f  th e  f u n c t io n s  and f a c u l t i e s  o f  mind* sou l*  
and body# The aim in  view shou ld  n o t be th e  m echan ica l c r e a t io n  
o f  a mere cog f o r  th e  g r e a t  wheel o f  so c ie ty *  b u t  th e  round ing  
o u t o f  a tviaan b e in g  to  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  h i s  n a tu re *  w hether 
th e y  be g r e a t  o r  sm a l l ;  th e re fo r e *  th e  u n iv e r s i ty *  in  i t s  t r a i n ­
ing  o f  him* must " re g a rd  ©very f a c u l t y  and fu n c tio n *  c o o rd in a t in g  
them j u s t l y  though n o t  e q u a l ly  f o r  th e  work b e fo re  him in  l i f e  #"3.® 
I n  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  im press o th e r s  w ith  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  a 
s t ro n g  e d u c a t io n a l  program f o r  th e  South  and th e  m agnitude o f  th e  
problem s in v o lv e d  in  th e  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  I t*  Jo h n s to n  m a n ife s te d  a 
deep a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  th e  im portance o f  th e  te a c h e r#  i s  l o y a l ty  
t o  h i s  own f a c u l t i e s  a t  th e  S t a t e  m i v a r s i t y  and a t  Tulane ha©
X5Ibld. . pp. 19-20 .
1®W# P# Johnston , "Tulane U n iv e r s ity ,"  In Fay*
pp# 1B9-I91#
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b een  n o te d  in  p re c e d in g  c h ap te rs*  In  h ie  p u b l ic  a d d re s s e e  he 
l o s t  no o p p o r tu n i ty ,  when speak ing  to  laymen or t o  t e a c h e r s ,  t o  
em phasize th e  h ig h  v a lu e  o f  th e  good i n s t r u c t o r  and th e  d ig n i t y  
o f  t h e  te a c h in g  p ro fe s s io n *  In  h i s  Texas U n iv e r s i ty  a d d re s s  he 
t o l d  h i a  a u d ien ce  t h a t  th e  most im p o r ta n t d u ty  o f  a Board o f  
T r u s te e s ,  a f t e r  an hones t a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  f inance® , i s  t h e  
appo in tm ent o f  an a b le  f a c u l t y ,  which la  th e  s o u l  o f  a  u n iv e r s i ty *  
Cpsaklng f u r t h e r  on t h i s  p o i n t ,  he s a id ;
You may have every  e x t e r n a l  c o n d i t io n  
o f  s u c c e s s ,  endowments, b u i ld i n g s ,  a p p a ra tu s ,  
p a t ro n a g e ,  b u t  i f  you have a  l a s y ,  d u l l ,  o r  
in c a p a b le  f a c u l t y ,  you must f a l l  in  g r e a t  
r e s u l t s *  You might a s  w e l l  t r y  to  i l l u m in a te  
t h i s  b a i l  w ith  " f o x - f i r e * *  The p h o sp h o rescen t 
gleams o f  le a rn e d  m e d io c r i ty  b ea r  th e  same 
r e l a t i o n  to  th e  k in d l in g  b lexc  o f  g e n iu s ,  a s  
t h a t  f a l s e  f i r e  does to  t r u e  flame* I f  you 
w ish  g r e a t  r e s u l t s  you must have g r e a t  men 
t o  ac h ie v e  them* T urveydrops, p ro fesso r©  o f  
d ep o rtm en t, w i l l  n o t  do* You must have in-* 
t e l l e e t u a l  a t h l e t e s ,  m oral heroes* They a re  
hard  to  get*  You cannot m easure them by th e  
o r d in a ry  s ta n d a rd s  o f  w e a l th ,  r a n k ,  n o t o r i e t y ,  
and s o c i a l  p o l is h *  You ought t o  thank  God 
when you c a p tu re  one and t r y  %o keep him*3*7
In  h ia  l a s t  p u b l ic  a d d re s s  o f  im portance he sounded a s i m i l a r  no tes
The peop le  who devo te  t h e i r  l i v e s  to  th e  
th e o ry  and p r a c t i c e  o f  e d u c a t io n  have a r i g h t  
to  o ls lm  t h a t  th e y  a r e  the  b e s t  f i t t e d  to  
know what i t  i s  and what i t  ought to  be* And 
th e s e  a r c  th e  t e a c h e r s **0
i l l s  a d d re s s e s  co n c e rn in g  p u b l ic  sc h o o l  e d u c a t io n  l ik e w is e  
p o in te d  to  th e  t e a c h e r  a s  th e  f a c t o r  o f  f i r s t  im portance* Speaking
17V«* P* J o h n s to n ,  "The U n iv e r s i ty :  I t s  Danger© and th e  R em edies ,” 
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t o  th e  p a r i a h  s u p e r in te n d e n ts  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  ha s t r e s s e d  th e  
q u a l i t i e s  whioh shou ld  c h a r a c t e r i z e  th e  t r u e  te a c h e rs  u p r ig h t*  
n e s s  o f  l i f e ,  f u ln a a s  o f  knowledge 9 ideal®  o f  a o h o la ra h ip ,  and 
s e a l  f o r  th e  alma o f  th e  p ro fe ss io n *  The com petent t e a c h e r ,  he 
a s s e r t e d ,  i s  n o t  to  he found among th o se  who use  th e  p ro fe s s io n  
a s  a  b read  and b u t t e r  ex p e d ien t  w h ile  p re p a r in g  them selves f o r  
o th e r  f ie ld ©  o f  la b o r* iQ In  th e  © losing  p a r t  o f  h i s  a d d re s s  to  
th e  L o u is ia n a  T e a c h e rs ’ A s s o c ia t io n ,  he vo iced  h i s  warmest a p p re ­
c i a t i o n  o f  th e  p u b l ic  sch o o l te a c h e r s :
The measure o f  a  p e o p le ’ s wisdom can 
be ta k en  by th e  r e s p e c t  and honor p a id  to  th e  
p r o f e s s io n  o f  th e  t e a c h e r ;  and , i f  X am n o t 
m is tak en  in  t h i s  a s s e r t i o n , th en  a s s u re d ly  
th e  peop le  o f  th e  South have gained  wonder­
f u l l y  i a  g od sense  i n  th e  l a s t  g en e ra tio n *
They ( th e  t e a c h e r s )  a r e  the  m is s io n a r ie s  o f  
knowledge, th e  doo rk eep ers  o f  th e  dawn o f  
g e n e ra l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  in  th e  com ng time**** 
bfcen I  th in k  o f  how many f in e  q u a l i t i e s  a r e
c a l l e d  f o r t h  in  th e  c o n s c ie n t io u s  te a c h in g
o f  a p rim ary  sch o o l:  th e  i n d u s t r y , ' t h e
p a t i e n c e ,  th e  t a c t ,  th e  ben ev o len ce , t h a t  
a r e  r e q u i r e d  to  le a d  on th e  t im id ,  t r e m b lin g
f o o t s t e p s  o f  a c h i ld  in  th e  pathway o f  know**
le d g e ,  my so u l  bow$ In  a d m ira t io n  b e fo re  
th o se  t r u l y  good and nob le  n a tu re s  t h a t  do 
t h i s  work in  th e  s p i r i t  h u m il i ty  and 
lovo f o r  the  l i t t l e  o n e s **'0
I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  t h a t  in  s p i t e  h i s  u n p le a sa n t  ex p e r­
ie n ce  w ith  p o l i t i c i a n ©  d u r in g  h i s  a d m in is t r a t io n  of th e  L o u is ian a
S ta te  C n iv e r a l ty ,  Jo h n s to n  d id  n o t sh a re  th e  average  p e rso n ’ s
x;* J o h n s to n ,  "The Demand© for nigh  schools In  L o u is ia n a ,” 
pA 16-19.
P . J o h n s to n ,  " S ta te  hducmtion a s  a Factor In C i v i l i z a t i o n , "  
p p . 18-19•
u n fa v o ra b le  o p in io n  o f  men in  p o l i t i c s *  However, I t  wan b u t 
n a t u r a l  t h a t  he shou ld  f u e l  t h a t  one o f th e  m ost s e r io u s  t h r e a t s  
t o  s t a t e  e d u c a t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r  le a rn in g  la y  in  th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n tro l*  In  t h i s  c o n n e c tio n , h i s  tact**
f u l  w arn ing  to  h ia  Texas U n iv e r s i ty  au d ien ce  I s  w orthy o f  n o tic e *
I  am n o t one o f  th o se  who sym path ise  
w ith  th e  lo o se  t a l k  a g a in s t  p o l i t i c i a n s *
In  my e x p e rie n c e  th e y  a r e  q u i te  up to  th e  
av e ra g e  in  in t e l l i g e n c e ,  though X know i t  
i s  p o p u la r  to  say  q u i te  th e  re v e rse *  But 
to  my m ind, I t  i s  a lm ost to o  p a te n t  fo r
argum ent, t h a t  th e  l e e s  a l e g i s l a t u r e  o r
an  e x e c u tiv e  h as to  do w ith  a u n iv e r s i ty ,  
th e  b e t to r  f o r  both* *vhat s t a b i l i t y  can be 
had In  th e  management, I f  i t  can b® reopened 
ev ery  y e a r  by any demagogue o r e d u c a tio n a l
c ran k  who may g e t  to  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and
who may compel th e .b o a rd  to  heed and d a l ly  
w ith  hi© schemes?®*
e b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e  b e e t sa fe g u a rd  a g a in s t  such a danger 
was to  be found In  th e  appo in tm en t o f  a Board w ith  a membership 
to o  l a r g e  " to  d e g e n e ra te  in to  a c l iq u e ,  o r  to  be r e a d i ly  man­
a g e a b le , o r  to  be g u i l t y  o f  s y s te m a tic  nepo tism  o r  p e rs o n a l 
p a tro n a g e ,"  and in  g iv in g  th e  members a long  te n u re  o f  o f f i c e ,  
p e rh ap s  fo r  l i f e * 2
Not a l l  o f  J o h n s to n 's  e d u c a tio n a l a d d re s se s  were so  s t r i c t l y
co n fin e d  to  th e  problem s o f eduoatiop. a s  th o se  we have no ted
th u s  f a r .  in  Ju n e , 1B91, he d e l iv e re d  a t  th e  Alabama P o ly te c h n ic  
I n s t i t u t e  an  a d d re s s  whioh la  a n o ta b le  excep tIon*  Speaking on
filVi* ?• Jo h n s to n , "The u n i v e r s i t y : I t s  P e r i l s  and th e  Iiem ed ies ,n
th e  s u b je c t ,  "Problem s o f  S ou thern  C i v i l i z a t i o n ,** h® p re se n te d  
a  d is c o u rs e  o f  auoh a b le  and a c c e p ta b le  c h a ra c te r  a s  to  b r in g  
a  r e q u e s t  from th e  p r e s id e n t  and a  oom m ittss o f  th e  f a c u l ty  o f  
th e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  p e rm iss io n  to  p u b lis h  i t# ^ 3 T h is  a d d re s s  a l s o  
b ro u g h t th e  sp eak er t o  fa v o ra b le  n o t ic e  in  many p la c e s * 2^
A lthough th e  main d is c u s s io n  i s  devo ted  to  th@ "Hew South" 
and i t s  p ro b lem s, Jo h n sto n  i s  by no means w i l l in g  to  d ism iss  
th e  "O ld S ou th" w ith o u t f u l l  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  i t s  worth# He r e ­
view s w ith  p r id e  th e  c o n tr ib u t io n  which th e  S ou thern  s t a t e s  
made to  th e  developm ent o f th e  n a t io n :  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  peop le  
In  th e  s t r u g g le  to  se c u re  t h e i r  independence from E ngland; th e  
g e n iu s  o f  S o u th ern  le a d e r s h ip  which m a n ife s te d  I t s e l f  in  th e  
d i r e c t i n g  o f  m i l i t a r y  cam paigns, th e  sh ap ing  o f  th e  n a t io n a l  
G o v e rn ic n t, and th e  exp an sio n  o f  th e  co u n try * s  b o u n d a rie s ; and 
th e  r e a d in e s s  o f th e  South  to  m easure up p ro p e r ly  whenever a  broad 
n a t io n a l  p o lic y  was a t  s ta k e  In  h ia  co n tem p la tio n  o f  th e  c i v i l  
c o n f l i c t  and I t s  r e s u l t s ,  th e re  i s  no su g g e s tio n  o f  apology or  
ab asem en t:
H ig h tly  o r  w rongly , we b e l le v .d  t h a t  a 
campaign o f  a g g re s s io n  upon our p eop le  and
K« L ana, 0 . D. S m ith , and G* 0 , Thaoh to  b'* P* Jo h n s to n , in  
l • p , Jo h n s to n , "Problem s o f  S ou thern  C i v i l i s a t i o n , "  an a d d re ss  
to  th e  Alabama P o ly te c h n ic  I n s t i t u t e ,  June 10, 1091, p* 1* 
E rL ib ra ry  o f  S ou th ern  L i t e r a t u r e .  V ol• VX1, p . PBld*
i • Jo lin s to n , "Y roFiem s o fH sau thern  C i v i l i z a t i o n ,” pp* 5-6#
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o u r in stitu tio n ® *  had been begun by our s l a t e r  
s t a t e a s  and by th e  m easure o f  our r e s i s ta n c e  
we t e s t i f i e d  to  th e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  our c o n v ic t-  
ions*  We were overwhelmed by s u p e r io r  fo rce*
W© y ie ld e d  th e  p o in t  a t  i s s u e ,  th e  r i g h t  o f  
s e c e s s io n , and th e  f u r th e r  c o n d itio n  o f  n eg ro  
em an c ip a tio n ; fo r  n e i th e r  honor nor common 
s e n s e , demanded t h a t  we shou ld  in v i to  and 
endure f u r th e r  d is a s te r#  But to  th o se  who 
say  t h a t  o u r p eo p le  a re  d e f i c i e n t  In p o l i t i c a l  
wisdom, I  have m erely  to  p o in t  to  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  today  wa a re  in  p o s se s s io n  o f  o u r c i v i l  
and p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s ,  and t h a t  th e s e  have n o t 
been g ra c io u s ly  accorded  to  u s , b u t l a  n e a r ly  
o v ary  so u th e rn  s t a t e  have been won back by 
a c tu a l  f o r c e ,  o r by th e  t h r e a t  o f  re v o lu tio n *
And hav ing  them , by th e  Grace o f  God me mean 
to  keep them— by humble p e t i t i o n  o r  th e  s tro n g  
arm , a s  need m y  b e ; fo r  t h a t  i s  th e  A nglo- 
Saxon way* ’’There i s  l i f e  in  th e  o ld  land  
y e t ."*'6
Speak ing  o f  th e  I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s la v e r y ,  he p o in te d  to  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  th e  s o u th , th ro u g h  c ircu m stan ces  n o t a l to g e th e r  o f  i t s  
own m aking, had a c q u ire d  a p e c u l ia r  burden by th e  in d u c tio n  o f  a 
s u b je c t  p eo p le  in to  i t s  o rd e r  o f l iv in g #  That th e  system  was 
n o t w ith o u t same b e n e f i t s  to  th e  Hegra ra c e  i s  a t t e s t e d  by th e  
tr a n s fo rm a tio n  of  th e  S ou thern  s la v e  from a c o n d itio n  o f  r a n k e s t  
b a rb a r ia n  to  one o f  com parative  advancem ent• Guch p ro g re s s ,  th e  
sp e ak e r a s s e r t s ,  w i l l  en ab le  th e  ra c e  to  have a  p la c e  and m iss io n  
in  th e  new o rd e r ;  b u t ’’th e  g o v ern in g  o f  t h i s  c o u n try  i® n o t p a r t  
o f  t h a t  m issio n * "  i s  concern  fo r  th e  fu tu re  o f th e  ffegro and 
o f  a l l  o th e r  u n d e rp r iv ile g e d  p eo p le  i s  e a rn e s t ;
g6m a . .  pp . 6- 7 .
But may m  n o t  hope t h a t  hum anity and 
C h r is t ia n  c h a r i ty  w i l l  e n te r  in to  our l e g i s ­
l a t i o n  f a r  enough a t  l e a s t  to  p r o te c t  him 
{and h i s  poor w h ite  b ro th e r  to o ,  whoa nobody 
seems to  re g a rd  o r  o a rs  f o r )  from th e  g r in d in g  
s la v e ry #  which w ith  c r u e l  irony# we hoar term ed 
" f r e e  s o c ie ty "  * a c o n d i t io n  o f a f f a i r s  in  
w hich th e  weak has no p r o te c t io n  a g a in s t  th e  
s t r o n g ,  th e  poor a g a in s t  th e  r ic h #  th e  p eo p le  
a g a in s t  th e  p lu tocracy#® 7
The problem s o f  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  ad ju s tm en t in  th e  South 
were p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t ,  Xohnston p o in ts  o u t:
A c o n s e rv a tiv e  r u r a l  p o p u la tio n #  a c c u s -  
tamed to  th e  s t r i c t e s t  p e rso n a l governm ent 
o v e r a p a r t  o f  i t s  members and th e  l a z e c t  
o v er th e  r e s t#  i s  sudden ly  co n fro n ted  w ith  
a l l  th e  problem s o f  Modern C ivilisation#® **
In  h i s  w arn ings co n ce rn in g  some o f th e  p r in c ip a l  d an g ers  accom­
p any ing  modern developm ent in  America a s  a whole# e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  
re g a rd  to  th e  grow th o f  la rg e  c i t i e s #  he e x h ib i t s  th e  v is io n  o f  
th e  t r u e  p ro p h e t:
I f  g a in  i s  th e  on ly  pu rpose o f  i t s  
people# go ld  t h e i r  o n ly  God# th a t  c i t y  i s  
a l re a d y  under th e  s e a l  o f  condem nation*
I f  th e  r e fu s e  and garbage o f  a l l  n a t io n ­
a l i t i e s #  sodden in  ig n o ran ce  and le p ro u s  in  
crime# a re  to  bo dumped by th e  sh ip lo a d
in to  o u r c i t i e s #  th e y  w i l l  sim ply  become
th e  sew ers o f  a f e t i d  p s e u d o -c iv i l iz a t io n .® 9
In  t h i s  a d d re s s  and elsew here#  he s tro n g ly  denounces th e  r i s i n g  
power o f  w e a lth  in  America and th e  c o r ru p tio n  which I t  induces#
and p o in ts  to  th e  need fo r  e f f e c t iv e  l e g i s l a t i o n  to  ho ld  in  check
| | l b l d . . pp . 7 -8 • 
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" th e  r a p a c i ty  o f  o u r new bread  and brand o f  m i l l io n a i r e s " * 3® fh® 
c o u n try  has s u rv iv e d , and am  c o n tin u e  to  s u rv iv e , many d i s a s t e r s ,  
"b u t i t  can n o t s u rv iv e  th e  lo s s  o f  l i b e r t y ,  o r th e  supremacy o f  
a few b lo a te d  c a p i t a l i s t s —th e  a p o th e o s is  o f  in c a rn a te  g re e d l"  
P eo p le  sh o u ld  n o t p e rm it them selves to  be deluded  by th o se  who 
commend th e  b e n e fic e n c e  o f  c a p i t a l i s t i c  d esp o tism ; no r shou ld  
th e y  a llo w  th em se lv es t o  be con fused  o r  in tim id a te d  by th o se  who 
denounce a s  s o c i a l i s t i c  ev ery  e f f o r t  t o  l im i t  th e  w e a lth  and power 
o f  a c la s s * 3* The soundness o f  h i s  view s on c o r r e c t iv e  l e g i s ­
l a t i o n  i s  ev id en ced  by th e  p ro g re s s  w hich th e  n a t io n  h as  made in  
t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ;
O f f i c i a l  s a l a r i e s  in  p u b lic  c o rp o ra t io n s  
sh o u ld  be l im i te d  by law ; w ate red  s to c k s  
sh o u ld  e s c h e a t to  th e  p u b lic  t r e a s u r y ;  th e  
h o u rs  o f  la b o r  sh o u ld  be made re a s o n a b le ; 
c h i ld  la b o r  shou ld  be p r o h ib i te d ;  and a mode 
o f  p u b lic  a r b i t r a t i o n  shou ld  be adop ted  th a t  
w i l l  p re v e n t th e  c o s t ly  ex p e d ien t o f  s t r ik e s *  
a g raded  income ta x ,  a leg acy  ta x ,  and th e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  by law o f  th e  d e c e d e n ts , in  
p a r t  a t  l e a s t ,  a s  th e  c i v i l  law in  L o u is ia n a  
now p r e s c r ib e s ,  a re  among th e  m easures t h a t  
would tend  to  p re v e n t th e  a g g re g a tio n  o f  
c o lo s s a l  f o r t u n e s .32
R ecogn iz ing  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  day o f  sm a ll th in g s  i s  p a s t  and 
t h a t  an  e ra  o f  v a s t  e n t e r p r i s e s  has a r r iv e d —r e q u ir in g  enormous
30In  t h i s  c o n n e c tio n , re fe ra n o e  h m  bean made in  a  p rece d in g  c h a p te r  
t o  h ia  W ashington U n iv e r s i ty  a d a re  s  in  1B90, on th e  "F unction  o f  
th e  C i t y , ” and to  h i s  poem, "The S t r ik e  Ended” *
3*W* P . Jo h n s to n , "Problem s o f  S o u th e rn  C i v i l i z a t i o n ,"  pp* 18-13•
32I b id * ,  p p . 1 4 -1 5 .
ZB4
c o n c e n tr a t io n  o f  f o r c e ,  pow er, and w ea lth  a t  g iven  c e n te r s — 
th e  sp e a k e r  su g g e s ts  th e  com petent u n iv e r s i ty  a s  an agency cap ab le  
o f  e x e r t in g  a  b e n e f ic e n t  in f lu e n c e  upon th e  new o rd e r .  I t s  s e r ­
v ic e  in  t h i s  re g a rd  sh o u ld  be o f  a tw o fo ld  n a tu re s  p e rso n s  a re  
to  be t r a in e d  to  m eet th e  complex req u ire m e n ts  o f  modern commerce 
and in d u s t ry ;  and m oral l i f e  and purpose a re  to  be communicated 
to  th e  c o r p o r a t io n s ,  whioh c o n t ro l  m a te r ia l  d ev e lo p m en ts .33
In  th e  ohanged o r d e r ,  th e  new South w ith  i t s  g r e a t  a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  p o p u la tio n  m ust p r o te c t  i t s e l f  and a id  th e  advancem ent o f  
c i v i l i z a t i o n  by e n l ig h te n in g ,  a ro u s in g , and o rg a n iz in g  i t s  c i t i z e n s ,  
to  th e  end t h a t  th e  f u l l e s t  b e n e f i t s  may be reap ed  from i t s  r e ­
so u rc e s  and th e  w e ll-b e in g  and h ap p in ess  o f  a l l  p e rso n s  in  th e  
n a t io n  s e c u r e d .34 A ccording  to  contem porary  te s tim o n y , Johnston*© 
a c u te  o b s e rv a tio n s  o f  c o n d i t io n s  a r i s i n g  in  th e  new S o u th , h i s  
e s t im a te s  o f  th e  needs o f  S ou thern  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  and h is  shrewd 
and w ise  su g g e s tio n s  on th e  s u b je c t  were h ig h ly  a p p re c ia te d  by 
s ta te sm en  o f t h i s  co u n try  and o f  E u ro p e .35
B esid es  t h i  co m p o sitio n s a lre a d y  m entioned in  t h i s  s tu d y  
Jo h n sto n  p u b lish e d  a few o th e r  item s o f  m isce llan e o u s  c h a ra c te r .
For th e  American H is to r i c a l  A sso c ia tio n  he p rep a red  a b r i e f
52lbld.. pp. 16-19.
-Zlbld.. p. 19.
See L ib ra ry  o f  S o u th ern  L i t e r a t u r e . V ol. V II , p . 2816, and 
O b itu a ry  R ecord . G raduates o f ¥aYe U n iv e r s i ty . 1900, p . 687.
d is c o u rs e  e n t i t l e d ,  "A-D e f in i t io n  o f H is to ry " * 3® T his a r t i c l e ,  
w hich was p u b lis h e d  in  th e  an n u a l r e p o r t  o f  th e  a s s o c ia t io n  f o r  
1893, was s im i la r  to  an a d d re s s  which th e  a u th o r  d e l iv e re d  b e ­
fo re  th e  E d u c a tio n a l A s so c ia tio n  o f  V irg in ia  more th a n  tw enty  
y e a rs  b e fo r e ,  th e  s u b je c t  o f  h is  d is c u s s io n  on t h a t  o ccas io n  
b e in g  " H is to ry ;  I t s  P la c e  in  a L ib e r a l  E duca tio n "* 3^ Both a re  
w e ll  w r i t t e n  a r t i c l e s ,  th e  aim o f  which I s  to  p r e s e n t  th e  t r u e  
n a tu re  and purpose o f h i s t o r y ;  b u t n e i th e r  c o n ta in s  an y th in g  
l i k e l y  to  ap p ear s t r i k i n g  o r  o r ig in a l  to  s tu d e n ts  o f  h i s to r y  
today*
Jo h n s to n  p u b lish e d  a l s o  two g e n e a lo g ic a l works r e l a t i n g  to  
h i s  own fam ily*  The Jo h n s to n s  o f  S a l is b u ry , to  which f re q u e n t  
r e f e re n c e  h a s  been made in  th e  p re s e n t  s tu d y , I s  a r a th e r  tho rough  
re c o rd  o f  th e  Jo h n sto n  fa m ily  w ith  a p a r t i a l  t r a c in g  o f  o th e r  
f a m il ie s  which were u n ite d  w ith  i t*  The book was d e d ic a te d  to  
h i s  c o u a in , J o a la h  S toddard  Jo h n s to n , h i s  companion th rough  m ost 
o f  h i s  sch o o l and c o l le g e  y e a r s ,  and was d es ig n ed  to  a f fo rd  in ­
fo rm a tio n  and p le a s u re  to  th e  members o f  th e  f a m il ie s  r e p re s e n te d  
in  i t , 38 A lthough th e  a u th o r  had rea so n  to  be proud o f  h is
33W* P* Jo h n s to n , "The D e f in i t io n  o f  H is to ry " , froxa th e  Annual 
H eport o f  th e  American H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  f o r  1693. pp*" 45-55 , 
W ashington, 1694•
3 'W* P* Jo h n s to n , "H is to ry ; I t s  P lace  in  a L ib e ra l  E d u ca tio n ,"  
an a d d re s s  b e fo re  th e  E d u c a tio n a l A sso c ia tio n  Of V irg in ia ,  J u ly  10 ,
Johnston , The Johnstons o f  S a lisb u ry , p# 5
d is t in g u is h e d  c o n n e c tio n s , th e re  l a  no ev id en ce  t h a t  he d isp la y e d  
h i s  p r id e  im p ro p e rly . H is own s ta te m e n t w ith  r e fe re n c e  to  th e  
v a lu e  o f  h i s  g e n e a lo g ic a l  in v e s t ig a t io n s  i s  m odest and s e n s ib le  s
I f  any l e s s  can  be le a rn e d  from a s tu d y  o f  
th e s e  d a ta ,  i t  i s  t h a t  r e s p e c ta b le  f a m il ie s  
p re se rv e  t h e i r  s ta n d in g  by n o t low erin g  them­
s e lv e s  in  t h e i r  m arriages*  H ered ity  l a  a 
Nemesis t h a t  avenges un to  th e  t h i r d  and fo u r th  
g e n e ra t io n s  and beyond*
I t  I s  a souroe o f  p r id e ,  to o ,  t h a t  our 
fa m ily  have alw ays been found s ta n d in g  up fo r  
t h e i r  r i g h t s  a s  c i t i z e n s  and d efen d in g  th e  
cause  o f  r e p u b lic a n  l i b e r t y  a g a in s t  la w le s s  
power *'59
In  th e  l a s t  y ea r o f  h i s  l i f e  Jo h n sto n  p u b lish e d  h is  o th e r  
g e n e a lo g ic a l  s tu d y , Edward H a r r is  and. His A n c e s to rs , ^  which i s  
an en larg em en t o f  some d a ta  g iv en  in  The Jo h n sto n s  o f  S a l i s b u ry * 
r e l a t i n g  to  th e  fam ily  o f  A lb e r t  S idney Jo h n sto n * s  m o ther.
59Ibid. .  p p . 3 0 -3 1 .
40WTT* Jo h n s to n , Edward H a r r is  and H is A n c e s to rs* 1634-1620, 
L o u is v i l l e :  J .  P* H o rto n ,“ 18997
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